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REPORT 

OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MICHIGAN  ASYLUMS. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 
ASYLUM  FOR  THE  DEAF  MUTES  AND  THE  BLIND. 

This  Board  had  the  satisfaction  in  their  former  report,  December, 
1854,  of  announcing  the  favorable  opening  of  the  School,  and  of  ex- 
hibiting the  progress  made  by  the  pupils  by  an  exhibition  before  the 
Honorable  Legislature  during  its  then  session. 

In  view  of  the  time  required  to  erect  the  contemplated  buildings  and 
of  the  urgent  wants  of  a  large  portion  of  our  population,  so  long  exclud- 
ed from  those  means  of  education  which  the  State  had  liberally  extend- 
ed to  all  who  are  capable  of  enjoying  them,  the  Board  had  decided  to 
open  the  School  in  a  house  hired  for  the  purpose  in  the  city  of  Flint. 

Into  this  School  had  been  admitted,  up  to  the  first  of  January,  1855, 
19  deaf  mutes  and  4  blind  pei-sons. 

Efforts  were  also  made  by  publishing  circulars,  notices,  and  by  per- 
sonal visits  of  Mr.  Fay,  the  principal,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  to 
awaken  an  interest,  and  make  known  the  nature  of  the  benefits  which 
the  State  sought  to  confer  upon  this  hitherto  neglected  portion  of  our 
population. 

The  progress  which  has  been  made,  under  the  unfavorable  circum- 
stances of  limited  accommodation  and  an  unfinished  building,  and  the 
present  condition  of  the  School,  and  its  prospects  for  the  future,  are  fully 
detailed  in  the  accompanying  Report  of  the  Principal,  and  we  refer  to 
that  document  for  particular  and  ample  information. 

The  pupils  now  number  51  Deaf  Mutes,  and  15  Blind. 

The  rapid  progress  of  the  pupils,  the  almost  entire  exemption  from 
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disease,  and  the  general  good  order  and  system  which  prevail  in  the 
Institution,  are  due  mainly  to  the  talents  and  indefatigable  exertions  of 
our  excellent  Principal  and  his  worthy  matron  and  assistants. 

In  addition  to  the  means  heretofore  adopted  for  circulating  and  ob- 
taining information,  the  Board  during  the  past  season  resorted  to  the 
expedient  of  mailing  circulars  to  every  County  and  Town  Clerk,  Super- 
visor and  Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  in  every  organized  township  of 
the  State.    A  copy  of  this  circular  is  given  in  the  Appendix. 

It  is  believed  that  the  existence,  location,  and  character  of  the  Insti- 
tution are  now  so  widely  known  and  appreciated  that  no  future  special 
effort  will  be  required  (except  by  those  immediately  interested)  to  bring 
within  its  benefits  pearly  all  the  admissible  candidates  within  the  State. 

One  further  purpose  of  this  circular  has  not  been  so  fully  attained, 
namely,  of  more  full  and  particular  returns  of  the  number,  ages  and  con- 
dition of  the  Deaf  Mutes,  and  the  Blind. 

Returns  from  only  twenty-four  counties  have  been  received,  and  these 
too  imperfect  to  be  relied  upon  as  an  exhibit  of  the  number  of  those  classes 
of  our  population.  Taken  in  connection,  however,  with  the  census  re- 
turns of  1854,  they  exhibit  a  generally  increased  number  in  the  towns 
which  are  reported,  and  give  additional  means  of  estimating  the  number 
that  are  proper  candidates  for  admission  into  the  Asylum.  They  also 
exhibit  the  names  and  residence  of  many  deaf  mutes  and  blind,  with 
other  information  which  it  is  desirable  to  possess  for  future  reference. 

The  State  census  compiled  in  May,  1854,  returns  the  number  of 
Deaf  and  Dumb  as  206,  and  Blind  176,  in  a  population  of  509,374. 
The  ascertained  proportion  of  Deaf  Mutes  to  the  population  in  other 
States,  is  1  in  2000.  There  is  a  frequent  unwillingness,  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  others,  to  make  known  the  existence  of  these  unfortunates, 
so  that,  allowing  for  the  necessary  imperfection  of  the  census  returns, 
and  for  the  increase  of  our  population,  (now  numbering  probably  not 
less  than  700,000,)  it  maybe  presumed  that  we  have  of  Deaf  and  Dumb 
350,  and  of  Blind  300. 

Of  these  it  is  safe  to  suppose  that  at  least  one-half  are,  by  age  and 
character,  entitled  to  admission  into  the  Asylum ;  so  that  it  appears  that 
the  State  already  contains  from  300  to  350  of  these  unfortunate  beings, 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  30,  qualified  by  age  and  mental  capacity  to 
become  educated  and  useful  members  of  society,  but  who  are  now  not 
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only  shut  out  from  the  sweet  sights  and  sounds  of  nature,  but  excluded  also 
from  those  intellectual  advantages  which  it  is  the  glory  and  boast  of  our 
State  to  have  furnished  to  all  her  hearing  and  seeing  children. 

How  will  it  add  to  our  boast,  to  have  so  opened  the  avenues  to  intel- 
lectual light  and  knowledge,  that  our  Blind  and  Deaf  may  have  equal 
cause  to  rejoice  in  their  privileges  ? 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  BUILDING. 

At  the  date  of  our  last  report,  little  more  than  a  commencement  had 
been  made,  in  the  erection  of  the  edifice  designed  for  the  reception  of 
the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  pupils.  That  portion  of  the  Asylum  build- 
ing denominated  the  "  School  Wing,"  has  been  completed,  and  was 
opened  to  the  pupils  on  the  first  day  of  May  last. 

Owing  to  the  excessive  wet  weather  in  the  summer  of  1855,  and  the 
consequent  failure  of  contractors  to  furnish  brick,  it  was  impossible  to 
have  the  building  in  a  state  for  occupation  before  last  spring,  and  then 
for  two  months  or  more  it  was  occupied  jointly  by  teachers  and  pupils, 
masons  and  joiners. 

The  building  now  finished  is  occupied  as  the  residence  of  the  Prin- 
cipal and  his  family,  as  the  boarding-house,  dormitory,  school  and  exer- 
cise rooms  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  for  all  other  domestic  purposes. 
The  whole  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  readily  adapted  to  its  ultimate  pur- 
pose— that  of  the  school  apartments  only — when  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  edifice  shall  be  completed. 

It  is  thought  that  this  building  will  compare  favorably,  in  style  and 
strength  of  construction,  with  any  public  building  in  the  State,  if  not, 
considering  its  cost,  anywhere  in  the  country. 

The  necessity  of  doing  all  the  plastering  and  much  of  the  joiner 
work  during  a  winter  of  excessive  cold,  greatly  increased  the  expense ; 
but  this  it  was  thought  advisable  to  incur,  rather  than  be  unable  to  oc- 
cupy the  building  during  the  following  summer. 

The  portion  of  the  Asylum  building  now  completed  is  intended  to 
occupy  one  side  (the  rear)  of  a  quadrangle,  the  Chapel  and  domestic 
offices  constituting  a  centre  building,  connected  by  passages  with  the 
front  and  rear.  Its  size  is  60  by  100  feet,  and  three  stories  in  height, 
besides  the  basement,  which  on  this  side  of  the  quadrangle,  owing  to 
the  descent  of  the  ground,  is  a  full  story. 
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In  the  plan  it  is  entirely  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  structure,  ex- 
cept by  the  covered  passage  connecting  it  with  the  Chapel.  The  whole 
structure  is  designed  to  cover  a  breadth  of  200  feet  by  240  feet  in 
depth,  enclosing  the  Chapel  building  in  the  middle  of  a  central  open 
area,  the  whole  to  be  three  stories,  which  with  basement  will  be  56  feet 
in  height. 

ESTIMATES  OF  COST. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  Asylum  edifice,  as  reported  by  the  Board, 
to  the  last  Legislature,  was  $100,000.  The  experience  acquired  in  the 
construction  of  so  considerable  a  portion  of  the  work,  enables  the  Board 
to  give  such  confirmation  or  correction  of  our  former  estimate,  as  the 
case  requires. 

In  referring  to  those  estimates,  it  must  not  be  overlooked,  that  the 
prices  of  materials  and  labor  have  very  materially  advanced  within  the 
past  two  years,  being  at  this  time,  higher  by  one-fourth,  if  not  by  one- 
third,  than  at  that  date.  These  prices  have,  in  fact,  been  constantly  on 
the  increase. 

The  estimate  of  $18,000  required  to  complete  the  school  wing,  has 
been  exceeded  by  about  the  proportion  stated,  though  much  of  this 
excess  is  attributable  to  the  increased  expense  arising  from  other  causes 
and  disadvantages,  above  enumerated. 

The  whole  expense  chargeable  to  building  account,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Walker,  Trustees'  Superintendent  of  the  building, 
appended  to  this  report,  is  about  |2 4,000. 

The  amount  expended  up  to  the  date  of  our  last  report,  was  $6,540, 
making  a  total  of  about  $30,500,  the  cost  of  the  present  building. 

Assuming  the  present  erection  to  be  one-fourth  of  the  whole  structure, 
and  adding  one-fourth  to  the  amount  for  increased  prices  of  material 
and  labor,  the  entire  cost  of  the  Asylum  Building,  when  erected  accord- 
ing to  the  plan,  may  be  set  down  at  $150,000.  This  estimate  includes 
cost  of  gas-piping  and  plumbing,  and  flues  with  registers  for  ventilating, 
but  not  the  cost  of  boilers  and  other  apparatus  for  warming.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  effect  this  object  concurrently  with  a  system  of  thorough  ven- 
tilation, by  a  similar  apparatus  to  that  recommended  in  the  last  report  of 
the  Board,  for  adoption  at  the  Asylum  for  Insane,  viz. :  a  forced  ventila- 
tion and  heating  by  means  of  steam  engine  and  blower,  and  steam  coils, 
placed  in  a  separate  building. 
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Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  it  would  add  a  cost  of  about  15,000. 

The  basement  of  the  wing  now  erected,  and  which  is  at  present  used 
with  much  inconvenience  for  dining  room,  and  for  the  various  domestic 
purposes  connected  with  the  establishment,  may  be  fitted  up  as  work- 
shops; thus  saving  the  cost  of  a  separate  building  for  that  purpose. 

The  portion  of  the  building  already  completed,  is  so  nearly  filled  to 
its  utmost  capacity,  that  in  all  probability  many  pupils  must  be  refused 
admittance  for  want  of  loom,  loDg  before  the  remaining  portions  are 
completed,  even  if  their  erection  should  be  pushed  forward  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch. 

The  completed  building  is  expected  to  accommodate  not  more  than 
350  pupils;  a  number  which  is  but  little,  if  at  all,  over  our  estimate  of 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  now  within  our  State,  who  are  qual- 
ified for  admission  into  the  Asylum.  The  necessity  for  an  immediate 
construction  of  the  entire  plan,  is,  therefore,  so  apparent,  as  to  need  no 
further  comment  from  us. 

LOCATION  AND  GROUNDS. 

The  location  of  the  Asylum  building  is  near  the  westerly  side  of  the 
ground  procured  by  exchange  and  purchase  from  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  Bank.  The  land  adjoining  this  side  comprises  very  desira- 
ble locations  for  residences  and  other  buildings.  The  Board  deem  it 
desirable  that  this  land  should  be  controlled  by  them,  so  far  as  to  pre- 
vent the  erection  of  buildings  which,  by  their  proximity  to  the  Asylum, 
might  prove  annoying.  On  the  east,  also,  of  the  Asylum,  and  between 
it  and  the  city  of  Flint,  is  a  small  parcel  of  land,  extending  from  the 
Asylum  grounds  to  the  low  lands  upon  the  Thread  River,  which,  if  cov- 
ered with  buildings,  would  very  much  obstruct  the  view  from  the  Asylum. 
They  have  accordingly  procured  propositions  from  the  Bank  for  the 
sale  of  the  parcel  of  land  first  named,  amounting  to  about  fifty-three 
acres,  for  the  sum  of  $100  per  acre,  and  from  Russel  Bishop  for  the 
other  parcel,  amounting  to  about  five  acres,  for  the  sum  of  $200  per 
acre. 

The  whole  of  the  additional  tract  proposed  to  be  purchased  from  the 
Bank,  as  well  as  the  immediate  site  of  the  buildings,  is  covered  with 
the  native  forest,  »ftnd  extends  to  and  includes  a  portion  of  Schwarz 
Creek,  a  fine  rapid  stream  of  pure  water,  from  which  it  is  intended  to 
supply  the  Asylum.    The  whole  extent  of  land  belonging  to  the  State, 
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for  the  purposes  of  this  institution,  should  the  above  mentioned  pur- 
chases be  confirmed,  will  be  about  ninety-one  acres.  It  occupies  an  ele- 
vation which  commands  pleasing  views,  and  those  natural  beauties  and 
-advantages  which  are  so  desirable. 

The  Trustees  cannot  but  refer  with  satisfaction  to  the  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  1855,  by  which  tuition  and  board  in  the  Asylum  are  made 
free  to  all  candidates  from  this  State,  believing  that  public  sentiment 
and  the  increased  benefits  will  fully  justify  this  example  of  a  wise  lib- 
'  erality  first  proclaimed  by  our  State. 

The  law,  though  making  admission  free,  requires  that  clothing  and 
traveling  expenses  shall  be  boine  by  parents  or  guardians.  Many 
cases  have  become  known  to  us  where  even  these  expenses  have  been 
attended  with  great  hardship  and  diflaculty,  for  such  is  the  poverty  of 
very  many  parents  of  these  unfortunate  beings,  such  their  ignorance  of 
or  indifierenco  to  the  benefits  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon  their 
^children,  as  to  call  forth  little  exertion  on  their  part  to  realize  them. 
Even  after  this~exertion  has  been  made,  pupils  are  sometimes  thrown 
upon  the  care  of  the  State,  without  provision  or  thought  for  their  future 
expenses  of  any  kind.  The  location  of  the  Asylum  is  at  present 
much  removed  from  the  great  thoroughfares  of  travel,  and  unfortu- 
nately the  directors  of  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railway,  which  is  the 
only  ready  line  of  communication  for  three-fourths  of  the  distance  from 
Detroit  to  Flint,  have  not  yet  learned  that  humane  policy  which  has 
induced  most  other  roads  to  carry  such  persons  free,  or  at  half  price. 

The  Board  therefore  recommend  that  they  be  authorized  by  law  to 
draw  upon  the  State  Treasury  for  clothing  and  traveling  expenses  of 
pupils,  in  such  cases  as  their  judgment  may  approve,  and  that  these 
payments  be  made  a  charge  upon  the  county  or  town  to  -which  such 
pupils  respectively  belong. 

ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 
In  the  last  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  it  was  announced  that 
the  post  of  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  for  Insane  had  been 
tendered  to  and  accepted  by  Dr.  John  P.  Gray.  Although  the  services 
peculiar  to  this  post  are  not  required  until  the  building  is  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  patients,  the  services  of  Dr.  Gray  were  of  very  great 
importance  in  the  determination  of  the  plans,  and  to  some  extent,  in 
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the  oversight  of  the  construction.  In  a  work  of  this  magnitude,  import- 
ance and  intricacy,  no  set  of  men  unaccustomed  to  the  detail  and  man- 
agement of  such  an  institution  can  possibly  be  competent  to  superintend 
its  construction  without  such  aid,  and  it  was  deemed  a  wise  and  eco- 
nomical policy  to  secure  the  supervision  and  approbation  of  the  future 
medical  head  of  the  Institution,  during  its  erection.  These  services  Dr. 
Gray  performed  at  the  small  salary  of  ^800,  out  of  which  were  paid  his 
traveling  expenses  in  the  several  visits  which  were  made  by  him  to  this 
State  and  elsewhere,  in  furtherance  of  the  object. 

The  subsequent  election  of  Dr.  Gray  to  the  Superintendency  of  the 
New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  made  this  post  in  Michigan  vacant, 
and  upon  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  managers  of  the  New 
York  Asylum,  as  well  as  of  Dr.  Gray  and  other  influential  medical  men, 
the  post  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Edwin  H.  Van  Deusen, 
then  acting  first  assistant  in  the  N.  Y.  State  Asylum.  Dr.  Van  Deu- 
sen has  accepted  the  appointment,  with  the  understanding  that  no  sal- 
ary attaches,  until  his  services  shall  be  required  as  Medical  Superinten- 
dent proper,  of  the  Institution.  He  has  nevertheless,  twice  visited  our 
State,  and  bestowed  much  time  upon  the  subject,  in  his  anxious  desire 
to  further  the  interests  in  view  to  the  utmost. 

NUMBER  AND  CONDITION  OF  INSANE  IN  THE  STATE. 

With  a  view  of  presenting  more  fully  to  the  Legislature,  the  wants 
of  the  State  in  regard  to  her  Insane,  and  to  arrive  at  the  facts  with 
greater  minuteness  and  particularity  than  are  exhibited  by  the  bald  re- 
turns of  the  census,  the  Board  directed  the  President  and  Clerk  to  insti- 
tute inquiries  in  every  township  of  the  State,  by  correspondence  with 
the  physicians,  and  with  the  county  and  town  oflScers. 

A  circular  was  accordingly  addressed  to  the  persons  alluded  to,  a 
copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  together  with  a  list  of  in- 
quiries, embraced  in  a  tabular  schedule,  to  be  filled  up  by  the 
persons  addressed.  About  300  of  these  circulars  were  sent  out  early  in 
August,  post  office  stamps  being  enclosed,  to  insure  a  more  certain 
reply. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  about  160  towns,  giving  the 
names,  residences,  condition  and  circumstances  of  about  200  lunatics  and 
idiots.  The  towns  from  which  returns  have  been  made,  embrace  about 
one-third  only  of  the  organized  towns  of  the  State,  the  Upper  Peninsula 
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not  beiDg  included;  so  that  from  two-thirds  of  the  State  no  returns  were 
made. 

The  census  statistics  of  May,  1854,  enumerates  428  lunatics  and 
idiots  in  the  State,  the  population  being  then  509,374.  Assuming  the 
population  to  have  increased  to  700,000,  with  a  proportionate  increase 
of  insane,  and  comparing  the  results  with  those  deducible  from  the  sta- 
tistics obtained  by  the  Board,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  number 
of  insane  in  this  Stale  amount  to  600.  Of  this  number,  lunatics  are  in 
somewhat  larger  proportion  than  idiots,  so  that  the  number  of  lunatics 
wbo  are  fairly  subjects  for  immediate  medical  treatment  with  a  view  to 
cure  J  may  be  estimated  at  not  less  than  350. 

About  one-half  of  the  number  reported  to  the  Board,  are  maintained 
by  friends  at  home,  the  remainder  being  county  and  town  paupers.  A 
few  only  are  maintained  in  institutions  for  the  insane  abroad.  The 
comparatively  small  number  of  these,  results  less  from  reluctance  of 
friends  to  send  them  abroad,  or  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  than 
from  the  crowded  condition  of  the  Asylums ;  most  State  Asylums  being 
filled  with  patients  from  the  State  where  they  are  situated,  and  refusing 
admittance  to  applicants  from  other  States. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  a  patient  from  this  State  in  a  foreign 
institution,  varies  from  $100  to  $600  per  annum.  The  high  prices 
charged  at  these  asylums,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  admission 
at  any  price,  are  a  source  of  extreme  suffering,  and  constitute  an  appeal 
for  home  aid  which  is  irresistible. 

Of  the  number  maintained  in  county  and  town  poor  houses,  very  few 
receive  any  medical  treatment  whatever,  and  are  subject  to  influences 
which  tend  rather  to  confirm  than  to  remove  their  disease,  while  the  worst 
possible  moral  effect  is  produced  upon  all  who  are  thus  associated. 

PLAN  AND   PROGRESS  OF  THE  BUILDING. 

At  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature  of  1855,  the  trustees  were  ena- 
bled to  report  full  plans  and  drawings  of  the  Asylum  buildings,  and  a 
commencement  made  in  their  erection.  The  foundations  of  the  center 
building  had  been  laid,  and  the  walls  carried  up  two  stories. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriation  ($67,000)  made  by  that 
Legislature  has  been  expended,  reference  is  made  to  the  etatement  of  Mr. 
Kellogg,  Superintendent  of  the  building,  appended  to  this  report.  The 
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amount  there  specified  has  been  used  in  conopleting  the  mason  work, 
roof  and  dome,  stuccoing  the  front,  priming  and  glazing  the  centre 
building,  and  in  the  construction  of  nearly  the  whole  mason  work  of  the 
south  wing.  The  extreme  transverse  portion  of  this  wing  was  built  up 
and  roofed  in  1855,  with  a  view  of  finishing  this  part  and  the  centre 
building  for  occupation.  But  upon  consultation  with  several  Superin- 
tendents of  Eastern  Asylums,  the  Board  were  confirmed  in  their  objec- 
tions to  such  a  plan,  as  fully  expressed  in  their  report  of  December, 
1854.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  established  by  the  experience  of 
other  institutions,  that  it  was  the  worst  economy  to  attempt  to  carry  on  such 
an  Institution  with  a  small  portion  only  finished.  The  expenses  would 
be  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  results  obtained,  as  compared  with 
those  attending  the  management  of  affairs  in  a  fully  completed  building. 
The  classification  of  the  Insane  would  be  prevented,  a  very  important 
element  in  the  successful  treatment  of  the  Insane,  and  the  confusion  and 
disturbance  attending  the  operation  of  the  builders  upon  the  unfinished 
portions  would  go  far  to  counteract  the  good  effects  that  the  Institution 
is  intended  to  produce. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  the  Superintendent  should  expend  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  in  advancing  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
south  wing,  so  far  as  the  means  at  command  would  permit. 

The  work  has  been  pushed  with  vigor,  and,  it  is  believed,  with  all 
possible  economy.  The  walls  of  the  two-story  portions  of  the  wing  are 
completed,  and  one-half  of  the  three-story  transverse  portions.  None 
but  the  best  mechanics  have  been  employed,  and  the  work  has  been 
performed  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  with  the  view  that  when 
completed  no  repairs  will  be  required  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Kellogg,  hereto  appended,  exhibits  an  expendi- 
ture of  $63,539  22.  The  estimated  value  of  materials  on  hand  is  $3,- 
800,  and  there  is  due  to  contractors  about  the  same  amount.  Lumber 
sufficient  for  the  whole  of  the  centre  building  and  south  wing  is  con- 
tracted for,  and  is  now  "  stuck  up"  at  the  mill  and  seasoning,  but  on 
which  nothing  has  been  paid,  and  which  is  not  included  in  the  above 
estimate  of  materials  on  hand. 

ESTIMATES  OF  COST. 

It  was  stated  in  our  report  of  1854,  that  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane, 


2 


10 


Doc. 


ibe  plans  and  general  description  of  which  were  then  submitted,  was 
intended  when  finished  to  accommodate  about  250  patients.  Some 
improvements  have  been  added  which  will  enlarge  the  capacity  to  the 
accommodation  of  288  patients.  A  greater  number  than  this  could  not 
be  advantageously  cared  for  in  one  Institution,  the  experience  of  others 
being  our  best  guide,  in  respect  to  the  proper  character  and  extent  of 
the  accommodation. 

It  will  be  also  apparent,  from  the  statistics  above  submitted,  that 
nothing  short  of  the  speedy  and  entire  completion  of  the  buildings  will 
satisfy  even  the  present  pressing  need  of  the  State. 

While,  therefore,  the  funds  at  our  disposal  have  been  expended  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  permit  the  completion  and  occupation  of  the  centre 
building  and  the  south  wing,  (containing  the  wards  for  male  patients,) 
before  any  outlay  is  made  upon  other  portions,  the  Board  strongly  ad- 
vise the  immediate  appropriation  of  a  sum  suflScient  to  complete  the 
entire  structure.  The  pressing  exigencies  of  so  large  a  number  of  in- 
sane in  our  population,  would  alone  induce  to  this  conclusion,  apart  from 
the  many  strong  considerations  of  humanity  and  science  which  might 
be  urged. 

We  are  now  enabled  to  submit  somewhat  close  and  detailed  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  the  several  portions  of  the  Asylum  buildings,  fixtures  and 
furniture,  based  partly  upon  contracts  already  made  and  ascertained 
prices,  as  well  as  upon  experience  of  other  similar  Institutions. 

Estimate  of  whole  amount  of  materials,  labor.  &c.,  required  for  the 
entire  completion  and  furnishing  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  In- 


sane, arranged  from  estimates  in  detail : 

CENTRE  BUILDING. 

Carpenter's  work  and  materials,  $  3,500 

"  "    upon  basements  and  cornices, .  1,000 

•    Painting  and  glazing,   900 

Plumbing,  tin,  and  copper  work,    1,700 

Tanks  and  drainage,   1,500 

Mason  work,  including  stone  steps  and  verandah 

in  front,     6,500 

 $15,100  00 
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SOUTH  WING,  (now  IN  PROCESS  OF  ERECTION.) 

Carpenter's  work  and  materials,   $16,500 

Painting,  glazing,  window-weights,  cords,  puUies, 

&c.,  r   -  7,500 

Plumbing,  tin,  and  copper  work,   5,800 

Tanks  and  drainage,   6,500 

Stone  steps  and  verandahs,   1,500 

Slating  roof,    3,000 

Cementing  walls,   4,000 

Mason  work,   9,000 

 $53,800  00 

NORTH  WING,  (nOT  COMMENCED.) 

Whole  expense  of  erection,  $102,000  00 

ENGINE  HOUSE.  CHAPEL,  INFIRMARY,  BARNS,  &C. 

Engine  house,  $  6,000 

Chapel  and  kitchen,    10,000 

Gas  works,   6,000 

Heaticg  and  ventilating  apparatus,   23,000 

Two  infirmaries,  _   10,000 

Bams,  &c.,  _  _  _  2,000 

Grading  grounds,   600 

Draining  and  materials,   2,500 


860,100  00 

Furniture  of  entire  establishment,  inclusive  of  farm  stock, 

furniture  of  laundries,  kitchen,  shops,  (fee,   22,000  00 

Moneys  already  expended,   87,000  00 


8340,000  00 

Making  the  entire  cost  of  the  Institution,  with  all  necessary  out  build- 
ings, farming  implements,  farm  stock,  fences,  gas  apparatus,  a  complete 
system  of  drainage  and  sewerage,  warming  and  ventilating,  and  furnished 
throughout,  ready  for  occupation,  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

Of  this  sura  thus  stated  as  the  entire  cost  of  the  establishment,  the 
amount  properly  belonging  to  the  cost  of  erection  would  be  8275,000 
only. 
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For  the  purpose  of  comparing  this  with  the  cost  of  similar  Institu- 
tions in  other  States,  we  subjoin  the  following  table : 


Name  of  Asylum. 

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  TJtica,  N.  Y., 

Maryland  Hospital,  Baltimore,  

McLean  Asylum,  Somerville,  Mass., 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 

Friends'  Asylum,  Frankford,  Pa.,  

State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Trenton,  N.  J., 

Maine  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  

Mt.  Hope  Institution,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  L, .  _ 
State  Lunatic  Asylum,Taunton,Mass., 


I      Land.      |      Capacity.       |  Cost. 


130 

acres. 

440 

patients. 

u 

$517,400 

<( 

loU 

/<ilO,DUU 

32 

li 

200 

11 

321,000 

113 

u 

230 

11 

330,000 

62 

u 

60 

u 

85,593 

100 

u 

250 

250,000 

115 

(( 

175 

u 

150,712 
100,000 

18 

(( 

120 

11 

115 

a 

140 

u 

116,000 

120 

u 

250 

(I 

250,000 

Experience  in  the  erection  of  Asylums  for  the  insane,  both  in  this 
country  and  elsewhere,  has  shown  that  the  average  cost  of  such  insti- 
tutions is  about  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  patient  accommodated ; 
though  in  several  of  the  larger  Asylums  in  the  United  States,  it  has 
been  much  greater.  In  the  Michigan  Asylum,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  cost  has  not  exceeded  this  average. 

Reviewing  the  architectural  details  of  the  building,  and  its  general 
arrangement,  and  recollecting  that  the  amount  of  cubic  space  allotted  to 
each  patient,  is  about  one-third  more  than  usual;  that  the  number  ac- 
commodated in  single,  instead  of  associated  dormitories,  is  propoitionably 
greater,  (being  214  of  the  whole  number;)  also,  that  the  estimate  in- 
cludes the  erection  of  a  well  arranged  infirmary  for  each  sex,  external  to 
the  walls,  (a  very  important  feature,  peculiar  to  this  institution,  though 
common  to  all  recently  erected  Asylums  in  England,)  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  plan  is  most  complete,  and  embraces  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments. 

The  plans  have  been  submitted  to,  and  have  secured  the  approval  of 
the  Association  of  Medical  Superintendents,  at  their  last  session,  and  all 
possible  care  has  been  exercised  to  secure  in  the  construction,  the  most 
durable  materials  within  our  means. 

The  Board  believe  that  the  moneys  thus  economically  expended,  and 
that  the  estimates  presented,  are  as  low  as  the  actual  cost  of  labor  and 
materials  will  allow.  Nor  do  they  hesitate  in  declaring,  that  our  State 
will  possess,  in  the  finished  buildings,  a  model  institution,  the  best  for 
its  size  and  cost,  in  the  United  States,  if  not  in  any  other  country. 

With  this  report  is  presented  a  steel  engraving  of  the  Asylum,  in  per- 
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spective,  as  it  will  appear  when  finished ;  also  a  ground  plan  of  the  first 
story,  showing  the  general  design  and  arrangement,  with  reference  to  an 
explanation  on  another  page,  and  general  description  of  the  details  of  the 
place.  ^ 
The  number  of  insane  in  the  State  requiring  medical  treatment,  and 
the  numerous  rejected  applications  for  admission  into  Eastern  Asylums, 
which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  many  of  them  attend- 
ed with  circumstances  of  affliction,  sad  in  the  extreme,  would  seem  to 
make  the  immediate  completion  of  a  portion  of  the  Asylum,  very  desi- 
rable. The  objections  to  the  opening  of  partially  finished  institutions 
for  the  admission  of  patients,  have  been  before  alluded  to ;  but  if,  in  view 
of  the  urgency  of  the  case,  such  a  course  should  be  determined  upon 
the  Board  consider  that  it  would  be  rendered  practicable  only  by  the 
finishing  and  furnishing  of  the  entire  South  wing  and  centre  building^ 
and  the  erection  of  the  chapel,  beneath  which  are  placed  the  kitchen, 
bakery,  and  other  indispensable  offices.  It  would  also  require  the  con- 
struction of  the  engine  house,  with  the  laundry,  drying  and  ironing 
room,  together  with  the  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  an  infirmary 
and  gas  house  and  fixtures.  This  will  involve  an  outlay,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  annexed  statement,  prepared  from  the  preceding  estimate,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  dollars. 


STATEMENT. 


Finishing  centre  building,  

$15,100 

00 

"     south  wing,     

53,800 

00 

Building  engine  house,      

6,000 

00 

Heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  

17,000 

00 

00 

Gas  house  and  fixtures,  

6,000 

00 

00 

Grading  grounds,  _ 

600 

00 

Fencinof,    

2,500 

00 

Bams,  carriage  house,  (fcc,  

2,000 

00 

Furnishing  centre  building,   

3,000 

00 

"       south  wing,  

.  6,000 

00 

Stocking  farm,  furnishing  laundries,  kitchen,  shops,  <fec., . . 

.  7,000 

00 

Total,  

8134,000 

00 
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If  it  be  decided  to  open  the  south  wing  for  patients  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  finished,  without  waiting  the  completion  of  the  rest  of  the  building, 
it  will  become  incumbent  upon  the  present  Legislature,  in  addition  to 
the  appropriation  for  building  purposes,  to  make  the  necessary  statutory 
provisions  for  the  administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  institution,  during 
at  least  one  year  of  the  ensuing  biennial  term. 

It  is  now  almost  universally  admitted  that  insanity  is  a  disease,  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases  very  curable  in  its  early  stages,  but  requiring 
for  its  successful  treatment  certain  means  and  apphances,  both  medical 
and  moral,  which  can  be  rendered  available  only  in  special  institutions ;. 
and  also,  that  the  insane,  as  a  class,  should  in  no  case  be  the  inmates  oi 
county  poor-houses,  jails,  and  other  receptacles. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  believing  that  their  claims  and  necessities 
are  so  universally  acknowledged  that  no  appeal  is  required  to  urge 
their  recognition,  your  Board  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  present  only 
a  report  of  progress  in  the  construction  of  the  building,  and  such  sug- 
gestions as  may  seem  of  service  in  the  early  and  entire  completion  of 
the  work. 

ZINA  PITCHER, 
JAMES  B.  WALKER, 
ISRAEL  KELLOGG, 
LUTHER  H.  TRASK, 
BELA  HUBBARD. 

Detroit,  December,  1856. 


REPORT 


OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  DEAF 
MUTES  AND  THE  BLIND. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylums: 

Gentlemen — In  presenting  my  second  Biennial  Report,  I  would 
first  of  all  recognize  the  hand  of  a  kind  Providence  extended  to  us  thus 
far,  crowning  our  efforts  with  success,  especially  in  preserving  the  lives 
and  healths  of  our  pupils.  Of  the  seventy-five  pupils  who  have  been 
connected  with  the  Asylum,  all  are  now  living,  and  all  but  one  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  accustomed  health.  We  take  little  credit  to  our- 
selves for  this,  but  so  far  as  human  instrumentality  is  concerned,  it  must 
be  ascribed  to  the  systematic  course  of  life  in  the  Institution ;  the 
regular  hours  allotted  to  school,  study,  out-door  exercise  and  sleep ;  to 
the  means  of  ventilation  in  our  building,  affording  us  a  plentiful  supply 
of  pure  air;  to  the  cleanliness  attempted  to  be  enforced  throughout  the 
establishment ;  to  the  weekly  bath,  and  to  the  attention  and  skill  of  our 
Physician. 

The  date  of  my  first  report  was  November  first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four.  With  the  same  pupils  then  reported,  we  con- 
tinued the  school  to  the  last  of  the  succeeding  July,  with  our  usual 
success,  and  with  nothing  worthy  of  special  notice,  unless  it  be  our 
pleasant  visit  to  Lansing,  where  the  exhibition  of  our  pupils  was  at- 
tended by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  and  other 
State  officers,  all  of  whom  manifested  a  hearty  interest  in  our  cause, 
and  expressed  high  approbation  of  our  pupils'  attainments. 

The  appropriation  of  funds  made  to  us  during  their  session,  though 
not  so  large  as  we  asked,  and  as  the  result  has  proved,  not  sufficient  to 
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complete  our  present  building  and  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
institution,  was  notwithstanding  a  handsome  and  liberal  appropriation. 

A  highly  important  change  in  the  terms  of  admission  of  pupils  to 
the  Asylum,  was  also  obtained  at  that  session  of  the  Legislature.  By 
a  previous  legislative  enactment,  parents  who  were  unable  to  pay  the 
expense  of  board  and  tuition,  were  required  to  produce  a  certificate  of 
their  inability,  before  their  children  could  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Asy- 
lum. Now  its  doors  are  open  alike  to  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the 
Blind,  of  suitable  age  and  character,  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  It  is 
believed  that  this  change  in  the  original  organization  of  the  institution, 
is  one  that  meets  the  approbation  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  one 
that  has  already  and  will  in  future  years  contribute  more  to  its  prosper- 
ity and  usefulness  than  any  other  act  of  State  patronage  it  has  ever  re- 
ceived. 

For  the  courtesy  and  favor  with  which  we  were  received  by  the  gen- 
tlemen who  composed  the  last  Legislature,  and  for  the  more  substantial 
benefits  they  conferred  upon  the  Institution,  we  desire  here  to  record 
our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  that  another  rule  adopted  at  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Asylum,  should  receive  the  attention  of  the  next  Le- 
gislature. I  refer  to  that  by  which  the  Board  of  Trustees  all  go  out  of 
oflSce  at  the  same  time.  This  in  its  practical  operation  will  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  the  Asylum.  The  oflBce  of  a  part  only 
should  expire  at  the  same  time,  a  part  still  remaining,  who  are  already 
familiar  with  the  complicated  affairs  of  the  Institution,  who  know  all 
that  has  been  done,  and  consequently  know,  better  than  others  can,  what 
should  be  done  in  future ;  have  themselves  had  just  that  experience 
which  is  the  highest  qualification  for  the  future.  A  Board  composed 
of  entirely  new  members  will  find  great  difficulty  in  ascertaining  pre- 
cisely what  has  been  done  and  how  done ;  and  even  then  they  cannot 
act  as  efficiently  as  those  who  have  once  performed  the  same  work 
which  in  a  measure  is  to  be  done  over  again.  Yourselves,  gentlemen, 
when  you  first  entered  upon  your  duties,  must  have  found  some  difficul- 
ty in  ascertaining  what  your  predecessors  had  done,  though  they  had 
not  attempted  great  things,  having  scarcely  made  a  beginning. 

This  is  a  matter  of  special  importance  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
Asylums  both  at  Kalamazoo  and  Flint,  where  buildings  are  in  process 
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of  erectioD.  It  is  almost  a  necessity  that  some  of  those][who  have  had 
experience  in  the  construction  of  these  buildings  thus  far,  should  be  re- 
tained for  the  further  prosecution  of  them. 

When  our  yearly  term  of  school  closed  in  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  it  was  expected  that  we  would  be  able  to  occupy  the  new 
building  in  the  succeeding  autumn ;  but  in  this  we  were  disappointed 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  individual  who  had  contracted  to  furnish  the 
brick  for  the  building,  failed  to  meet  his  contract. 

The  number  of  pupils  had  increased  to  such  an 'extent  that  all  could 
not  possibly  be  received  in  our  rented  apartments,  and  it  j.was  judged 
best  to  continue  the  school  during  the  winter  with  the  blind  pupils  only. 
It  was  a  sad  disappointment  as  well  as  real  detriment  to  the  deaf  mute 
pupils  to  wait  seven  months  beyond  the  time  they  had  expected  to  re- 
turn to  the  Asylum.  During  this  time  they  lost  much  of  their  interest 
in  study  and  forgot  no  small  portion  of  what  they  had  previously  ac- 
quired. 

We  took  possession  of  the  new  building,  on  the  first  of  May  last. 

This  building  is  one  hundred  feet  long  by  sixty  in  width,  and  four 
stories  in  height,  including  the  basement  story.  It  is  surmounted  by  a 
circular  dome,  rising  about  fourteen  feet  above  the  roof,  by  eleven  feet 
in  diameter,  and  extending  downward  through  the  attic,  opens  into  and 
afibrds  additional  light  to  a  large  hall,  about  fifty  feet  square,  designed 
for  the  chapel  and  lecture  room. 

The  height  of  the  first  principal  story  is  fourteen  feet  in  the  clear;  the 
second,  thirteen,  the  third,  fourteen  and  a  half  feet.  The  highest  point 
of  the  cupola  is  eighty-five  feet  above  the  ground  at  the  base  of  the 
building. 

Lengthwise  through  the  basement,  and  through  the  first  and  second 
principal  stories,  extend  halla  about  fifteen  feet  in  width. 

In  the  basement  ^re  seven  rooms,  which  are  used  for  the  following 
purposes,  viz.:  the  kitchen,  the  dining  room,  store  room ,''gir]s'|. washing 
and  bathing  room,  boys'  washing  and  bathing  room,  sleeping  room  for 
domestics,  and  trunk  room.  There  not  being  rooms  enough  for  all  the 
household  purposes,  the  girls'  washing  and  bathing  room  is  (with  much 
inconvenience)  the  laundry ;  the  boys'  washing  and  bathing  room,  is 
also  used  (by  necessity)  for  household  purposes. 

In  the  first  principal  story  are  eight  rooms,  four  of  which  are  school 
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rooms ;  one,  the  boys'  sitting  and  study  room,  where  they  spend  their 
evenings;  one  the  music  room,  which  is  also  used  for  the  blind  girls' 
sitting  room ;  one,  the  reception  room  for  visitors,  and  one,  the  Princi- 
pal's  office. 

In  the  second  story  the  rooms  are  also  eight  in  number.  Three  are 
boys'  sleeping  rooms ;  one,  the  hospital  in  case  of  sickness ;  one,  a  room 
for  teachers;  one,  the  guest  chamber,  and  two  are  family  rooms. 

The  third  story  contains  five  rooms ;  one,  is  the  chapel  and  lecture 
room ;  one,  the  girls'  sitting  or  study  room ;  two  are  girls'  sleeping  rooms, 
and  one  a  room  for  teachers. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  rooms  in  the  building  are  now  occu- 
pied for  necessary  purposes.  The  sleeping  and  study  rooms  are  crowd- 
ed to  excess.  Two  rooms  in  the  basement,  and  one  in  the  first  principal 
story,  are  each,  at  great  inconvenience,  occupied  for  double  purposes. 

The  building  is  well  ventilated  throughout,  by  means  of  flues  con- 
structed for  the  purpose.  Flues  are  also  constructed,  opening  into 
each  room  and  hall,  for  the  introduction  of  heated  air,  by  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  warm  all  the  buildings  when  the  whole  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

Pipes  are  also  laid  through  all  the  apartments  for  the  introduction  of 
gas,  when  the  remaining  structures  contemplated  in  your  plan,  shall 
have  been  erected. 

The  present  building  has  been  constructed  of  the  best  materials  and 
in  the  most  substantial  and  durable  manner.  Though  little  has  been 
added  for  mere  ornament,  yet  the  symmetry  of  its  proportions  and 
the  propriety  manifest  in  its  style  of  architecture  and  finish,  are  such- 
as  to  impress  all  beholders  that  it  is  a  beautiful  and  imposing  structure. 

In  the  process  of  its  construction  the  most  rigid  economy  has  been 
consulted,  consistent  with  the  enlarged  scale  on  which  the  State  should 
erect  all  her  public  buildings.  We  think  all  will  regard  it  as  highly 
creditable  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  under  whose  auspices  the  work  has 
been  accomplished,  and  an  honor  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

For  this  noble  edifice,  as  you  are  aware,  we  are  especially  indebted  to 
that  member  of  your  Board  who  resides  in  Flint.  From  the  first  spade 
of  earth  excavated  for  the  foundation  wall  to  the  finishing  stroke  on  the 
summit  of  the  dome,  he  has  superintended  it ;  has  been  present  in  per- 
son nearly  every  day  and  witnessed  every  inch  of  its  progress ;  has  per- 
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severed  steadily  througli  all  the  perplexities  and  embarrassments  inci- 
dent to  such  an  undertaking.  His  maxim  seems  to  have  been  that 
there  is  only  one  right  way  of  doing  a  thing,  and  he  has  the  reputation 
of  being  very  tenacious  of  having  things  done  in  that  way. 

The  Architectural  draughts  of  the  building  were  executed  by  A.  Jor- 
dan, Esq.,  of  Detroit,  who  deservedly  merits  the  high  reputation  which 
he  sustains  as  an  artist.  The  masonry  has  been  performed  by  Messrs.  To- 
bias and  John  J.  Johnson,  who  always  do  their  work  thoroughly  whether 
it  take  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  and  whether  they  gain  or  lose  by  the 
contract.  The  head  carpenter  was  Reuben  Van  Tifflin,  Esq.,  who  man- 
.ifested  a  laudable  pride  in  having  his  labor  planned  and  executed  in 
the  most  workmanlike  manner  and  ifinished  in  an  appropriate  and  taste- 
ful style.  The  painting  undertaken  by  Joseph  Woolhouse,  Esq.,  and 
the  glazier  work  by  Francis  Gurnea,  Esq.,  were  each  promptly  and 
faithfully  performed. 

This  part  of  the  plan  of  our  Asylum  buildings  now  completed,  was 
designed  for  school  rooms  and  nothing  else.  It  is  well  adapted  to  its 
design,  but  is  not  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  we  are  now  tem- 
porarily occupying  it,  for  a  boarding  establishment  and  all  the  other 
uses  required  in  a  public  institution  of  this  kind.  It  is  not  adapted  to 
the  domestic  work  of  cooking,  baking,  washing  and  ironing,  nor  for 
bath  rooms,  study  rooms,  and  dormitories  for  the  pupils.  It  is  not 
suited  to  the  important  object  of  having  all  the  apartments  of  the  males 
and  females  respectively  in  separate  wings  of  the  building. 

We  every  day  feel  the  want  of  apartments  suited  to  our  condition, 
and  shall  until  the  future  contemplated  structures  are  completed. 

But  though  this  building  were  ever  so  well  adapted  to  the  objects  for 
which  it  is  used,  still  there  is  not  enough  of  it.  As  already  stated,  the 
rooms  are  now  all  occupied,  and  some  of  them  excessively  crowded. 
"We  see  not  how  more  pupils  can  be  admitted  to  this  building  unless 
we  convert  our  lecture  room  into  dormitories.  But  more  pupils  will 
ask  for  admittance  next  year  and  years  following,  just  as  they  have  done 
years  past.  The  first  year  we  had  eleven ;  the  second  year  twenty- 
three  ;  and  now  we  have  sixty-six.  This  increase  will  continue  in  future 
years.  It  may  justly  be  estimated  that  three  years  from  this  time  there 
wili  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  desiring  an  education  in  this  insti- 
tution.   Hence  the  necessity  of  commencing  the  erection  of  the  remain- 
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iug  portion  of  the  buildings  early  the  next  spring,  as  it  will  probably 
require  nearly  three  years  to  complete  them. 

We  also  need  workshops  in  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind 
boys  may  spend  some  time  each  day,  when  not  in  school,  in  acquiring  some 
useful  trade  or  handicraft  by  which  they  will  be  able  in  part,  and  many 
of  them  altogether,  to  support  themselves,  when  they  shall  have  left  the 
Asylum.  This  is  not  only  an  important  part  of  their  education,  but  by 
employing  all  their  idle  hours,  serves  to  keep  them  out  of  mischief,  and 
prevents  their  being  discontented.  I  would  suggest  that  as  soon  as  we 
are  able  to  occupy  the  other  buildings,  the  rooms  in  the  basement  of 
the  present  buildings  may  be  used  for  workshops.  If  this  be  practica- 
ble, hence  the  further  necessity  of  erecting  the  other  buildings  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Since  my  last  report  some  of  our  teachers  have  resigned  their  offices, 
and  others  have  been  appointed  in  their  stead.  At  the  close  of  the 
term,  one  year  ago  last  July,  Mr.  Nordyke,  who  had  taught  for  one 
year,  resigned  for  the  sake  of  further  prosecution  of  his  studies  in  the 
Indiana  institution.  He  is  now  a  teacher  in  that  institution.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam L.  M.  Breg,  a  deaf  mute,  who  was  educated  at  the  New  York  in- 
stitution, and  was  under  instruction  ten  years,  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Nordyke,  and  entered 
upon  his  duties  the  first  of  May  last.  His  literary  attainments  and  gen- 
eral character  were  commended  to  us  in  unqualified  terms  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  institution  and  his  son,  (the  latter  had  been  his 
instructor  for  the  last  three  years,)  but  the  result  of  our  acquaintance 
with  him  thus  far  has  more  than  equaled  our  expectations.  In  his  su- 
perior  education  he  is  a  rare  specimen  of  what  can  be  accomplished  for 
the  unfortunate  deaf  mute.  Added  to  this,  his  amiable  disposition  and 
correct  deportment,  his  energy,  industry  and  perseverance,  his  love  of 
order  and  discipline,  eminently  qualify  him  for  the  station  he  occupies. 

The  addition  of  a  new  class  of  pupils  last  May,  rendered  it  necessary 
to  employ  another  teacher,  and  Miss  Caroline  A.  Sharpe  was  appointed. 
Owing  to  feeble  health,  she  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  first  term.  Her 
class  made  satisfactory  improvement  under  her  instruction,  and  we  were 
sorry  to  lose  her  services.  I  shall  nominate  her  successor  as  soon  as  a 
competent  person  can  be  obtained. 
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Measures  have  recently  been  taken  to  secure  a  music  teacher  for  the 
blind,  but  we  are  not  now  able  to  announce  any  definite  results. 

Our  present  number  of  pupils  is  fifty-one  deaf  and  dumb,  and  fifteen 
blind.  More  than  this  will  appear  in  the  catalogue  at  the  end  of  this 
report,  as  we  insert  the  names  of  all  who  have  been  pupils  since  our  last 
report.  Five  of  those  who  were  with  us  last  term  are  not  expected  to 
return.  One  has  gone  with  his  parents  to  reside  in  another  State ;  one 
was  a  graduate  of  another  institution,  and  came  for  only  a  limited  time ; 
two  others  had  recently  become  deaf,  but  were  not  dumb,  had  a  previous 
knowledge  of  language,  and  one  of  them  more  than  an  ordinary  edu- 
cation, and  it  was  thought  they  could  pursue  their  studies  to  better  ad- 
vantage elsewhere  than  in  an  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb ;  one 
other,  who  had  been  under  instruction  for  twenty  months,  thinks  he 
has  attended  school  long  enough,  and  can  do  better  to  stay  at  home  and 
work  at  his  trade.  Such  instances  of  mistaken  views  as  to  the  time 
required  for  an  education,  often  occur  among  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
more  often  still  among  their  relatives.  In  some  cases  their  services  are 
valuable  at  home,  and  their  parents  think  that  two  or  three  years  at  the 
longest,  is  suflScient  to  complete  their  education.  They  consequently 
take  them  away,  and  they  pass  in  the  community  as  specimens  of  what 
an  education  does  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  whereas  they  had  only  com- 
menced their  education.  Hearing  and  speaking  children  generally  at- 
tend school  from  the  time  they  are  five  or  six  years  of  age,  till  they  are 
eighteen  or  twenty,  and  some  for  a  still  longer  period.  How  then 
can  one  who  neither  hears  nor  speaks,  whose  mind  in  most  cases  is  en- 
tirely uncultivated  up  to  the  time  he  enters  the  institution ;  who  com- 
mences with  the  alphabet,  and  learns  the  names  of  objects  and  meaning 
of  words  only  one  at  a  time,  and  then  does  not  remember  it  till  it  has 
been  explained  and  written  many  times ;  and  when,  by  this  slow  meth- 
od, he  has  acquired  a  small  vocabulary  of  words,  he  has  before  him  the 
still  more  difficult  task  of  trying  to  learn  the  grammatical  structure  of 
sentences;  all  of  which  the  bearing  child  acquires  without  going  to 
school  at  all,  by  hearing  the  language  spoken,  and  speaking  it  himself 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters  or  other  associates  at  home.  The  wonder 
is  that  any  deaf  mute  acquires  a  tolerable  use  of  written  lancfuage  in 
seven  years,  less  than  half  the  period  allotted  to  the  education  of  those 
who  can  hear  and  speak. 
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In  some  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  other  States,  it  is  re- 
quired as  a  condition  of  admittance  that  the  pupil  is  not  to  leave  the 
Institution  till  he  has  pursued  the  full  course  of  six  or  seven  years. 
Such  a  regulation  secures  a  benefit  to  the  pupil,  and  saves  the  Institu- 
tion from  being  judged  by  a  false  standard;  viz.:  the  acquirements  or 
rather  no  acquirements  of  those  who  have  pursued  only  a  partial  course. 

One  Blind  pupil  of  last  terra  had  his  sight  perfectly  restored,  and  of 
course  will  not  return.  There  are  at  present  other  absentees  who  are 
expected  soon  to  return  to  the  school. 

Our  Deaf  and  Dumb  pupils  are  divided  into  three  classes;  one  is 
taught  temporarily  by  my  son  until  we  can  secure  a  permanent  teacher, 
one  by  Mr.  Breg,  and  the  other  by  myself.  The  Blind  are  taught  by 
Mrs.  Fay. 

The  causes  assigned  for  the  deafness  and  blindness  of  our  pupils,  so 
far  as  ascertained,  are  as  follows :  The  deafness  of  twenty-t^o  was  con- 
genital ;  by  sickness  without  specifying  the  disease,  seven ;  sores  in  the 
head,  four;  brain  fever,  two;  spotted  fever,  two;  scarlet  fever,  two; 
measles,  two;  whooping  cough,  three;  colds  in  the  head,  two;  scrofula, 
one;  erysipelas,  one;  swallowing  a  German  silver  button,  one;  un- 
known, six. 

The  blindness  of  seven  was  congenital;  by  inflammation,  seven;  brain 
fever,  one ;  cataract,  one ;  others  unknown. 

The  father  and  mother  of  nine  deaf  mutes,  and  of  one  blind  pupil, 
were  cousins.    The  parents  of  one  deaf  mute,  are  uncle  and  neice. 

From  one  family  we  have  two  deaf  mutes,  brothers ;  from  another, 
two,  twin  sisters;  from  another,  brother  and  sister;  from  another,  brother 
and  two  sisters. 

We  have  one  deaf  and  dumb  girl  who  can  call  no  living  creature 
kindred.  She  was  found  in  Lenawee  County,  on  the  line  of  the  South- 
ern railroad.  It  is  supposed  that  she  was  put  out  of  the  cars  and  left 
there.    She  was  named  Lenawee,  and  is  still  called  by  that  name. 

Blind  persons  are  sometimes  sent  to  the  Asylum  for  the  purpose  of 
having  their  sight  restored,  under  the  mistaken  notion  that  ours  is  a 
curative  establishment;  whereas,  education  is  the  sole  object.  We  do 
not  take,  and  think  that  none  but  parents  or  other  near  relatives,  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  having  surgical  operations  performed  on  the 
eye.    Our  physician  applies  mild  remedies,  where  there  is  a  prospect 
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of  affording  relief.  About  a  year  ago,  a  boy  was  sent  to  us  from  the 
Upper  Peninsula,  for  the  purpose  of  having  his  sight  restored.  We 
informed  those  who  sent  him,  that  such  was  not  the  object  of  our  insti- 
tution, and  put  him  into  the  regular  course  of  school  exercises.  Our 
physician  prescribed  applications  for  his  eyes,  which,  together  with  atten- 
tion to  diet,  regular  exercise,  and  systematic  life,  resulted  in  perfectly  re- 
storing his  sight,  and  he  returned  to  his  home.  But  such  cases  are 
exceedingly  rare. 

We  are  often  asked  what  we  accomplish  for  our  deaf  mute  and  blind 
pupils,  or  in  what  consists  their  education.  Though  the  answer  to  this 
question  was  implied  in  our  last  report,  yet  for  the  benefit  of  those 
wishing  the  information,  we  will  answer  it  again. 

For  the  deaf  and  dumb,  what  we  attempt  first  of  all,  and  above  all,  is 
to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language ;  such  that  they  can 
read,  and  understand  it  when  written  or  published  by  others,  and  write 
it  correctly  themselves.  This  is  that  of  which  the  uneducated  deaf  mute 
is  entirely  destitute,  and  that  which  he  most  urgently  needs.  Some, 
before  they  come  to  the  institution,  have  had  such  advantages  by  travel- 
ing, visiting  different  places,  witnessing  the  various  pursuits  and  busy 
scenes  of  life,  that  they  are  not  entirely  destitute  of  ideas ;  but  have  no 
language  by  which  they  can  communicate  their  ideas,  or  none  in  com- 
mon with  speaking  persons.  They  have  a  language  of  signs,  or  panto- 
mime, by  which  they  can  converse  with  each  other ;  and  in  the  school 
room  they  are  taught  to  translate  this  pantomime  mto  written  language. 
They  are  thus  restored  to  society,  can  converse  with  their  relatives  and 
acquaintances  by  pen  and  paper,  or  slate  and  pencil,  can  read  and 
write  letters,  and  transact  business.  Having  acquired  a  knowledge  of 
written  language,  they  are  prepared  to  pursue  other  branches  of  learn- 
ing, such  as  history,  the  general  sciences,  and  mathematics.  We  teach 
them,  however,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  elements  of  other  sciences, 
before  they  have  acquired  a  correct  use  of  language,  while  the  latter  is 
regarded  as  the  grand  object  to  be  attained,  through  the  whole  course 
of  their  education. 

Much  important  information  is  conveyed  by  means  of  the  sign 
language,  while  they  are  unable  to  understand  any  other.  Those  who 
have  more  recently  entered  the  institution,  are  constantly  receiving  in- 
formation in  this  way,  from  those  who  entered  at  an  earlier  period ;  and 
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all  are  receiving  instructions,  every  day,  in  the  school  rooms,  from  their 
teachers. 

In  this  way  they  are  each  day  deriving  moral  and  religious  informa- 
tion. Our  school  is  opened  each  morning  by  assembling  the  pupils  in 
the  chapel  and  explaining  a  verse  of  Scripture,  accompanied  with  prayer, 
all  in  the  language  of  signs.  At  the  close  of  school  in  the  afternoon 
they  are  again  assembled  and  questioned  on  the  Scripture  explained  in 
the  morning ;  are  required  to  remember  the  book,  chapter  and  verse, 
the  definition  of  words  in  the  verse,  and  some  of  them  spell  the  whole 
on  their  fingers. 

On  each  Sabbath  morning  and  afternoon  we  have  stated  services  in 
which  moral  and  religious  truths  are  explained  and  enforced  by  means 
of  the  sign  language. 

Some  pupils  are  so  far  advanced  in  age  when  they  enter  the  Institu- 
tion, and  others  naturally  so  deficient  in  intellect  that  they  will  never  be 
able  to  use  written  language  correctly,  and  some  few  not  intelligibly ; 
still  it  is  well  for  them  to  be  in  the  Institution  for  the  sake  of  the  infor- 
mation they  gain  through  the  language  of  signs. 

In  consequence  of  the  influences  above  alluded  to,  our  pupils,  during 
the  term  of  their  education,  are  greatly  improved  in  moral  character. 
Previous  to  instruction,  none  of  them  (unless  they  have  associated  with 
educated  deaf  mutes)  have  any  correct  views  of  the  being  of  God,  or  of 
the  existence  and  immortality  of  the  soul.  These  and  other  kindred 
truths  they  first  learn  in  the  Institution  where  they  are  educated.  Some 
bring  with  them  vicious  habits  and  propensities.  One  deaf  mute  boy 
who  came  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  whose  home  had  been  in  a  large 
city,  his  mother  informed  us  had  often  been  away  from  home  all  night 
lono"  for  four  nights  in  succession,  and  she  knew  not  where  he  was,  only 
that  he  was  with  vagrant  boys  in  the  street  and  trained  in  the  worst 
forms  of  vice.  We  expect  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven  so  to  transform 
him  that  when  he  leaves  us  he  will  lead  a  life  of  correct  moral  deport- 
ment. Some  uneducated  deaf  mutes  are  addicted  to  lying,  thieving, 
and  fighting,  but  it  is  owing  quite  as  much  to  their  ignorance  as  to  their 
depravity;  for  the  removal  of  both  of  which,  influences  are  constantly 
at  work  while  they  are  in  the  Institution,  and  results  are  in  some  cases 
speedily  seen. 

Our  pupils  are  not  only  improved  in  their  intellects  and  morals  but 
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also  in  their  manners.  Their  parents  and  friends  notice  this,  and  some- 
times express  their  surprise  at  the  change.  One  writes  of  a  boy  who 
had  returned  home  for  vacation,  after  having  been  in  the  school  one 
term,  thus:  "  After  his  return  he  appeared  like  a  changed  child,  so  or- 
derly, quiet,  and  peaceable."  Another  says  of  his  daughter  in  vacation : 
"  When  she  goes  into  company  now,  her  behavior  is  entirely  different 
from  what  it  formerly  was." 

It  is  interesting  to  the  teachers  both  of  the  deaf  mutes  and  the  blind, 
to  witness  the  gradual  development  of  mind  and  improvement  in  man- 
ners. Some,  having  before  scarcely  been  out  of  sight  of  their  homes, 
come  with  a  vacant  and  stupid  expression  of  countenance,  and  the  most 
uncouth,  awkward  manners.  But  gradually,  as  the  mind  expands,  there 
is  a  lighting  up  of  intelligence  in  their  faces,  they  become  neat  in  person 
and  dress,  gentle  and  refined  in  behavior,  and  we  are  ready  to  exclaim, 
can  this  be  the  same  individual  whom  we  first  saw  with  so  forlorn  and 
forbidding  demeanor  ? 

The  blind  pupils  have  been  taught  Orthography,  and  the  definition 
of  words,  History,  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  Natural  History, 
Philosophy,  Astronomy,  and  reading  by  the  sense  of  touch,  such  books 
as  are  printed  in  raised  letters  for  their  especial  benefit.  Of  these  we 
now  have  Howe's  Blind  Child's  First  Book,  six  copies  ;  Howe's  Blind 
Child's  Manual;  four  copies;  Howe's  Geography;  English  Reader,  sec- 
ond part;  English  Grammar;  Principles  of  Arithmetic;  Natural  Phi- 
losophy; Astronomical  Dictionary;  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  Political  Class  Book;  The  Harvey  Boys;  Life  of  Meiancthon, 
two  copies ;  Psalms  and  Hymns,  two  copies ;  Pilgrim's  Progress ;  Bax- 
ter s  Call ;  Book  of  Psalms,  two  copies ;  and  the  entire  Bible  in  eight 
volumes. 

Neally  all  the  blind  pupils  can  read  the  raised  letters,  and  some  of 
them  promptly,  with  interest  and  profit  One  has  committed  to  mem- 
ory the  Book  of  Psalms  as  far  as  the  eighty-fifth,  and  can  repeat 
verbatim,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  United  States  Constitution,  This 
memorizing  he  does  voluntarily  in  his  leisure  hours,  by  use  of  the  em- 
bossed books. 

The  uneducated  blind,  mentally,  are  not  in  so  hopeless  and  dependent 
condition  as  the  uneducated  deaf  and  dumb.    The  former,  in  most 
instances,  acquuing  information  at  home,  as  other  children  do,  by  con- 
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versation,  public  lectures,  preaching,  and  bearing  others  read.  But 
physically,  they  are  in  a  much  more  dependent  condition.  The  task  of 
instructing  them  is  not  so  slow  and  difficult,  but  the  care  of  them  in 
supplying  their  physical  wants,  is  much  greater. 

In  some  instances,  the  change  of  character  produced  by  education,  is 
as  strikingly  apparent  as  in  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Sometimes  there  is  a  young  man  from  twenty  to  thirty  years  of  age, 
who  has  passed  two-thirds  of  his  previous  life  in  sleep,  and  the  other 
third  in  sullen  despondency  in  the  chimney  corner;  and  the  entire 
range  of  his  ideas  has  been  limited  to  the  distance  between  the  chimney 
comer  and  the  bed.  He  enters  an  institution  designed  for  his  educa- 
tion ;  his  mind  acquires  the  power  and  the  habit  of  concentration  by 
thorough  application  to  mathematics ;  it  ranges  over  the  world's  history ; 
it  stores  away  in  its  memory,  the  deductions  of  chemistry  and  geometry ; 
it  holds  communion  with  constellations  and  planets.  A.new  world  has 
been  opened  to  him.  He  is  not  only  a  wiser  and  better,  but  an  inex- 
pressibly happier  man.  He  no  longer  murmurs  and  repines  at  his 
infirmity,  but  rather  congratulates  himself  on  his  superior  attainments ; 
and  he  is  really  superior  to  other  students,  at  least  in  the  faculty  of  con- 
centrating his  mind  on  what  he  studies.  It  is  by  this  faculty  that  edu- 
cated blind  persons,  so  notoriously  excel  others  in  demonstrating  the 
most  difficult  mathematical  problems. 

Another  may  sometimes  be  found,  the  most  of  whose  previous  life 
had  been  spent  in  the  grog  shop,  or  with  boon  companions  of  such  places, 
ces.  Having  a  retentive  memory,  as  is  common  with  the  blind,  he  has 
made  great  proficiency  in  the  literature  of  such  localities.  He  can  re- 
peat, staiim  et  verbatim,  every  vulgar  jest,  story  and  song  laid  down  in 
the  programme.  But  he  goes  to  an  institution  more  benevolently 
adapted  to  his  unfortunate  condition,  and  there  learns  what  he  never 
knew  before,  that  besides  the  sensual  there  is  such  a  thing  as  mental  and 
spiritual  enjoyment  If  he  can  bear  for  a  while  the  rein  which  seems 
to  him  so  very  taut,  he  at  length  learns  to  despise  his  former  mode  of  life, 
and  begins  to  aspire  after  something  higher,  nobler,  more  worthy  his 
immortal  nature.  He  comes  out  in  the  end  a  reformed  and  educated 
man ;  has  learned  self-reliance  and  self-respect,  and  under  the  guidance 
of  Divine  Providence  is  indebted  to  his  education  for  being  a  more 
happy,  useful  citizen. 
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Thus  have  we  attempted  briefly  to  answer  the  question,  What  do 
such  institutions  accomplish  for  the  deaf  mute  and  the  blind  ? 

As  I  look  back  to  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  time  seems  short; 
it  has  passed  rapidly  and  pleasantly  away.  Though  necessarily  filled 
with  unremitting  care  and  toil,  yet  the  consciousness  of  success  has  been 
an  ample  compensation.  In  addition  to  the  greater  accommodations 
furnished  by  the  new  building,  the  large  accession  of  pupils  and  the 
progress  they  have  made,  it  is  beUeved  that  our  institution  has  also 
grown  in  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the  State ;  that  the  parents 
and  friends  of  the  deaf  mute  and  the  blind  are  ardently  attached  to  it ; 
that  none  have  aught  to  say  why  it  should  not  go  on  and  prosper ;  and 
that  future  Legislatures  will  grant  the  funds  to  carry  out  the  cherished 
plans  of  our  Board. 

We  render  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
for  their  encouragement  and  aid  in  our  arduous  and  responsible  duties. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  M.  FAY, 
Principal. 

Mich.  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  ) 
Flint,  November  12,  1866.  j 


LIBT  or  PUPILS  IN  THE  ASYLUM  DURING  THE  YKAB  1856. 

Deaf  and  Dumb. — Males. 


Names. 

Ckmnty. 

Armstrong,  Joseph  A., 

Van  Buren. 

Armstrong,  Laughiin  M., 

Bair,  Joseph, 

St.  Josephs. 

Bigelow,  Samuel, 

Newaygo. 

Bingham,  Robert, 

Jackson. 

r  Blue,  Malcolm, 

Wayne. 

Bowen,  Ezra, 

Washtenaw. 

^  Bradley,  James, 

Genesee. 

^  Chubb,  Samuel  J., 

Ottawa. 

Drummond,  Timothy, 

Wayne. 

Fancher,  Eli, 

Lapeer. 

Hewitt,  James  H., 

Eaton. 

Holland,  George  W., 

Hillsdale. 

Kurd,  Samuel, 

Cass. 

Innis,  Thomas, 

St.  Clair. 

Kellogg,  Marvin, 

Jackson. 

Krouse,  William 

Kalamazoo. 

Lowry,  John  N., 

Macomb. 

McCartney,  Samuel, 

Sasrinaw. 

Philips,  Oscar  F., 

Oakland. 

Pierce,  Stephen, 

Allegan. 

Pomaville,  Maximo, 

Macomb. 

Rose,  George  L.,  • 

Livingston. 

Shirkey,  Orson  L., 

St.  Clair. 

Thorn,  James  W., 

Washtenaw. 

Tracy,  John, 

Mackinaw. 

White,  John  C, 

Allegan. 

Deaf  and  Dumh,- 

^Females. 

Names. 

County. 

Alderman,  Mary, 

Oakland. 

Armstrong,  Mary, 

Jackson. 

ArmstroncT,  Sarah, 

Jackson. 

Berthelote,  Sarah  J., 

Monroe. 

Brumfield,  Emma  A., 

Wayne. 

Chubb,  Henrietta, 

Ottawa. 

Chubb,  Sarah, 

Ottawa. 

DeArmoiad,  Rachel, 

Kalamazoo. 

Eastman,  Lois, 

Lenawee. 

Elliott,  Mary  E., 

Ingham. 

Fairbaine,  Elspeth, 

Wayne. 

George,  Adelia  M., 

Jackson. 

Grob,  Caroline  F., 

Monroe. 

Harwood,  Lenawee, 

Lenawee. 

Hildreth,  Mary  E., 

Eaton. 

HoUon,  Sarah, 

Calhoun. 

Kellogg,  Harriet, 

Jackson. 

Knight,  Almena  R^ 

Kalamazoo. 

Lepper,  Cordelia, 

Lenawee. 

McNames,  Mary, 

Lenawee. 

Merril,  Elizabeth, 

Lenawee. 

Morgao,  Ann  E., 

Oakland. 

Norton,  Jane, 

Livingston. 

Prouty,  Sarepta, 

Lenawee. 

Ransom,  Isabella, 

Kalamazoo. 

Savage,  Clarissa 

Barry. 

Vought,  Lucy  Ann, 

St.  Joseph. 

Wooa,  Almira  D., 

Lenawee. 

Blind. — Males. 

Names. 

County* 

Benedict,  James  G., 

Wayne. 

Blunt,  Charles, 

Oakland. 

Bullock,  George,  v' 

u 

Kershaw,  James, 

Barry. 

Lamb,  Henry, 

Calhoun. 

Mendham,  James, 

Ontonagoi 

Newday,  Henry, 

Clinton. 

Philips,  Chester  B^ 

Lenawee. 

Priest,  James, 

Wayne, 

XvOUIIldOlJ^  Jhxl^ 

Cass. 

Torrey,  Clark  W., 

Genesee. 

W^esley,  John, 

Barry. 

Females, 

Nam£s. 

County. 

Fenn,  Huldah  J., 

Washtena 

Hoff,  Mary,  -._r 

Nichols,  Matilda, 

Barry^ 

Steams,  Amelia  A.,  v 

Genesee. 

Wood,  Lucy  Jane, 

Lenawee.. 
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SUMMARY. 

Males.      Females.  Total. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,   27        28  55 

Blind,   12  5  17 

Whole  number,   72 

From  Allegan  county,  2 

Barry       "   4 

Calhoun    «  2 

Cass         «   2 

Clinton     «    1 

Eaton       "    •  2 

Genesee    "   3 

Hillsdale  "    1 

Ingham    "   1 

Jackson     "   6 

Kalamazoo  "    4 

Lapeer     "   1 

Lenawee   "   __    9 

Livingston"    2 

Mackinaw  "  1 

Macomb    "   2 

Monroe     "   _  2 

Newaygo  "     1 

Oakland    "  5 

Ontonagon  "  1 

Ottawa     «   3 

Saginaw    "   1 

St.  Clair    «  2 

St.  Joseph"    2 

VanBuren"   2 

Washtenaw"   -  -  4 

Wayne     "   6 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Editors  and  Proprietors  of  the  following 
newspapers,  which  have  been  sent  to  the  Asylum  gratuitously. 

Wolverine  Citizen,  published  at   Flint. 

Genesee  Democrat,       "        "   " 

Detroit  Tribune,  "        "  Detroit 

Michigan  State  Journal,  "        "  Lansing. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Rail  Road,  for  having  invariably  granted  free  tickets  to  our  pupils 
when  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Asylum,  and  for  the  prompt  and 
gentlemanly  manner  in  which  the  favor  has  been  bestowed. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

The  Asylum  is  free  to  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  in 
Michigan,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty  years,  who  possess  a  good 
natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  and  have  no  contagious  disease. 
All  such  are  entitled  to  an  education,  without  charge  for  board  or  tui- 
tion. 

Parents  or  guardians  provide  clothing  for  pupils,  and  pay  their  trav- 
eling expenses. 

The  regular  time  for  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the  vacation,  which  • 
extends  from  the  last  Wednesday  of  July  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  Oc- 
tober.   Pupils  will  not  be  received  at  other  times  except  in  extraordi- 
nary cases. 

Persons  wishing  to  place  pupils  in  the  Asylum,  should  address  the 
Principal,  stating  the  name,  age,  and  residence  of  such  pupil.  No 
certificate  of  any  kind  is  required. 

Pupils'  clothing  must  he  marked  with  durable  ink. 

Those  persons  bringing  pupils  to,  or  taking  them  away,  cannot  be 
furnished  board,  lodging,  or  horse-keeping  at  the  Asylum. 
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STATEMENT  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  account  of  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  Mutes  and  the  Blind,  at  Flint. 

RECEIPTS. 

There  have  been  received  from  the  State  since  the  first  of  January 
1856,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the 
Blind,     $37,468  26 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

There  has  been  paid  B.  M.  Fay,  balance  of  salary 

as  Principal  for  1854,  $200  00 

Salary  for  1855,   800  00 

Three  quarters  salary  for  1866,   750  00 

  $1,750  00 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Fay,  as  Matron,  balance  of  salary  for 

1S54,  _   $  50  00 

Salary  for  1856,     200  00 

Three  quarters  salary  for  1856,   225  00 

  $475  00 

B.  Nordyke,  balance  of  salary  for  1854,   $  50  00 

For  salary  in  1855,   100  00 

  $150  00 

W.  L.  M.  Breg,  traveling  expenses,  by  resolution 

of  Board   $20  00 

Salary  as  teacher  in  1856,    83  33 

  $103  33 

Miss  Caroline  Sharp,  salary  as  teacher  in  1856   67  50 
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Salary  of  J.  B.  Walker,  as  acting  Trustee  for  1854,  $800  00 
«  "  "         1855,    800  00 

"  "  «         1856,    800  00 


  S2,400  00 

Paid  for  carpenter  and  joiner  work,  $6,894  51 

"    «    Mason  work,   6,218  79 

"    "    Lumber  and  shingles,    3,167  93 

"    "    Brick,   1,975  21 

"    "    Iron,  nails,  stoves,  copper,  gas  pipe- 
trimmings,  &c.,  .   ,  2,962  27 

Paid  for  Furniture,  carpets,  beds,  bedding,  (fee,  1,708  07 

"    "    Paints,  oil  and  glass,   1,040  97 

"    "    Painting  and  glazing,   752  05 

"    «    Team  work,    1,024  25 

"    Labor,  __   1,305  96 

"    "    Stone,   __   150  80 

"    "    Blacksmithing,   95  25 

"    "    Freight,  storage,  &c.,   380  02 

«    "    Water  lime,    65  41 

«    "    Insurance,  __   253  00 

"    **    R.  D.  Lamond,  for  medical  services 

.   by  resolution  of  Board,   29  92 

By  resolution  of  Board,  refunded  money  paid 

for  benefit  of  J.  G.  Benedict,   30  00 

By  resolution  of  Boar  J,  paid  traveling  expenses 

ofB.  M.  Fay,   75  00 

Paid  traveling  expenses  of  J.  B.  Walker,  as 

Trustee,   193  35 

"    Medical  expenses  of  Asylum,   4,199  67 

 $37,468  26 


There  have  also  been  collected  on  notes  donated  by  citizens  of  Flint 
and  vicinity,  $1,453  00,  principally  in  labor  and  building  materials, 
making  the  total  expense  of  building  and  carrying  on  the  institution 
two  years,  $38,921  26.  J.  B.  WALKER, 

Superintendent  of  Building. 

Flint,  November  28,  1856. 
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STATEMENT  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  on  account  of  the 
Asylum  for  the  Insane^  since  January  Ist^  1S56. 

RECEIPTS. 

Rec'd  in  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  at  sundry  times,  .$62,905  24 

Unexpended  balance  of  1854,  _                          474  60 

Balance  of  collections  of  citizens*  notes,.                            159  38 

Total,   -  $63,539  22 


DISBCR8KMENTS. 

For  brick,..  811,106  00 

Rouble  stone,   1,007  52 

Dimension  stone,   704  51 

Lumber,   5,343  64 

Glass,   454  56 

Freight  on  Mich.  C.  R.  R,   1,131  03 

Mason  work,  including  lime,  sand,  stone  cutting,  removing 

brick,  &c.,  _-.    22,940  28 

Carpenter  and  joiner  work,   5,743  97 

Teaming,   2,020  22 

Common  labor,   161  86 

Painting,   612  99 

Slating  roof,    1,634  66 

Castings,   3,280  79 

Nails,  iron,  tin  and  copper  work,  Jbc,    2,990  45 

Iron  pipe,   378  89 

Water  works  for  raising  water  to  building,   1,462  50 

Water  and  right  of  way  for  race,   255  00 

Blacksmithing,   102  6& 

Lightning  rod,   29  75 

Bricking  up  well,   40  00 

Sundries,   65  85 

Grubbing  and  c' earing  up  land,   60  00 

Making  fence,   31  33 
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Salary  of  Superintendent,  2;^  years,   11,800  00 

Surveying,  leveling,  <kc.,     24  00 

Balance  over  receipts,    156  45 

Total,  $63,539  22 


ISRAEL  KELLOGG, 
Superintendent  of  Building. 

Kalamazoo,  Nov.  28,  1856. 


CIRCULARS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  REPORTS,  &c. 

MICHIGAN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Sir, — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  this  Institution,  a 
Resolution  was  passed,  directing  the  President  and  Clerk  "to  correspond 
with  the  Clerks,  Supervisors,  and  Superintendents  of  the  Poor  of  the 
several  counties  and  towns,  and  physicians  throughout  the  State,  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  statistics  of  Insanity  in  this  State."  The  object  is, 
that  the  Board  may  be  enabled  more  fully  and  intelligently  to  present 
to  the  next  Legislature  the  wants  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  proper 
care  of  its  Insane ;  and  as  the  information  required  is  such  as  can  be  ob- 
tained only  very  imperfectly  from  the  census  returns,  the  undersigned 
respectfully  and  urgently  request  that  you  will  favor  them  with  replies 
to  the  inquiries  in  the  accompanyiog  Schedule,  in  as  full  and  complete 
a  manner  as  you  are  enabled  to  do  from  all  the  sources  of  information 
within  your  reach.  It  is  important  that  these  be  forwarded  to  us  as 
early  as  possible — by  first  of  November,  if  practicable, 
Respectfully  Yours, 

Z.  PITCHER, 
President  of  the  Board. 

B.  HUBBA.RD, 
Clerk  of  the  Board. 

Detroit,  August  1,  1856. 

Answers  are  solicited  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  following 
Schedule,  relative  to  the  persons  and  condition  of  all  the  Insane  within 
your  knowledge : 
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1.  Name  or  initials. 

2.  Residence. 

3.  Sex. 

4.  Color. 

5.  Age. 

6.  Country  of  birth. 

7.  Single,  married,  widowed. 

8.  Lunatic  or  idiot. 

9.  Present  and  usual  condition ;  whether  mild,  manageable,  trouble- 
some, excitable,  furious  or  dangerous. 

10.  Length  of  time  insane. 

11.  Whether  State  or  town  pauper;  where  and  by  whom  main- 
tained. 

12.  Number  in  Institutions  in  other  States. 

13.  Amount  paid  for  their  support  in  those  Institutions. 


MICHIGAN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OP  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AND 

BLIND. 

Sir, — This  Asylum  is  located  in  the  City  of  Flint,  Genesee  County. 
It  is  a  State  Institution,  and  is  now  free  to  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and 
the  Blind  in  Michigan,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty  years,  who 
possess  a  good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  and  have  no 
contagious  disease.  All  such  are  entitled  to  an  education,  without  charge 
for  board  or  tuition. 

Parents  or  guardians  provide  clothing  for  pupils  and  pay  their  travel- 
ing expenses.  Pupils  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Asylum,  gen- 
erally obtain  a  free  pass  on  railroads. 

The  next  session  will  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October, 
1856,  and  continue  to  the  last  Wednesday  of  July,  1857,  when  there 
will  be  a  vacation  of  two  months. 

Persons  wishing  to  place  pupils  in  the  Asylum  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session,  should  write  the  Principal — stating  the  name,  age 
and  residence  of  such  pupil.    No  certificate  of  any  kind  is  required. 

It  is  important  that  pupils  should  be  brought  to  the  Asylum  punc- 
tually at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  and  their  clothing  should  all 
be  marked. 
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If  thero  are  in  your  vicinity  Deaf  and^Dumb^and  Blind  persons,  of 
suitable  age  and  character,  according  to  the  conditions  above  stated,  will 
you  please  make  known  to  their  parents  or  friends  the  contents  of  this 
circular,  that  they  may  avail  themselves  of  the  means  of  an  education  so 
liberally  provided  for  them  by  the  State  of  Michigan  ? 

You  are  also  respectfully  requested  to  forward  to^B.  Hubbard,  at^De- 
troit,  Clerk  of  the  Board,  a  list  embracing  the  names,  residence  and  age 
of  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  within  your  vicinity  and  knowl- 
edge. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  M.  FAY, 
Principal  of  the  Asylum, 
J.  B.WALKER, 
JVeaturer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

FuF7,  August  1,  1856. 


DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE  MICHIGAN  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 


SiTUATiOff. — The  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Insane  is  situated  ^-it  Kal- 
amazoo upon  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  one  hundred  and  forty-threo 
miles  west  of  Detroit  and  fifty-one  miles  southwest  of  the  Capitol  at 
Lansing.  The  location  is  probably  as  central  and  convenient  as  any  that 
could  have  been  chosen,  having  reference  both  to  th-^  present  means  of 
communication  with  the  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  to  any  other 
routes  of  travel  likely  to  be  projected  hereafter.  The  site  selected  for 
the  building  is  upon  an  irregular  eminence,  about  one  mile  from  the 
village,  and  sufficiently  elevated  Above  the  valley  of  the  Kalamazoo  river 
to  secure  an  extended  prospect,  and  yet  well-sheltered  and  easy  of  ac- 
cess from  the  plain  below.  The  location  is  in  every  respect  healthful 
and  desirable,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  and  objects  of  an  insti- 
tution for  the  treatment  of  mental  disease. 

Farm. — The  amount  of  land  originally  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
Asylum  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  to  secure  a  more  desira- 
ble site  for  the  buildings,  an  adjacent  tract  was  subsequently  added,  ma- 
king the  whole  amount  of  land  in  the  possession  of  the  institution  one 
hundred  and  sixty -eight  acres  (167  76-lOOths).  Most  of  this  land  is 
finely  timbered  with  the  original  growth  of  oak,  hickory,  and  other 
trees,  affording  every  facility  which  co  Id  be  desired  for  beautifying  the 
grounds.  That  in  the  rear  of  the  building  is  broken,  and  falls,  by  a 
series  of  ravines  covered  with  trees,  about  r  ighty  feet  tj  the  valley  be- 
low, through  which  flows  a  small  but  rapid  stream  of  pure  water.  The 
buildings  therr.selves  will  cover  an  area  of  one  and  one-third  acres.  It 
ia  designed  to  preserve  about  fifty  acres  in  groves  and  woodland,  with 
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walks  and  drives,  and  the  remainder  will  b )  devoted  to  ordinary  agri- 
cultural purposes. 

Architecture. — The  plans  selected  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  A.N.  Jordan,  Architect,  of  Detroit,  for  the  nec- 
essary elevations,  details,  (fee.  The  style  adopted  is  the  Italian,  it  being 
the  lightest,  most  cheerful,  and  least  expensive  for  the  effect  required  in 
such  an  extensive  range  of  building. 

Materials. — The  material  used  in  construction  has  been  brick,  cov- 
ered with  Roman  cement  and  sand,  and  finished  to  represent  freestone. 
The  window  caps,  sills  and  brackets,  belt-courses  and  capitals  in  front, 
are  of  white  limestone  from  the  Athens  quarries  near  Chicago.  The 
division  walls  throughout  are  of  brick.  The  Asylum  is  built  upon  a 
system  of  fire-proof  construction,  nearly  all  the  floors  being  laid  upon 
brick  arches  sprung  from  iron  girders,  which  beside  providing  against 
fire,  give  additional  security  to  the  building,  and  ensure  its  durability. 

General  Plan. — The  ground  plans  were  furnished  by  Dr.  John  P. 
Gray,  the  accomplished  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Utica,  under  whose  direction  the  work  was  commenced.  It 
might  here  bo  remarked,  that  the  principles  laid  down  in  a  series  of 
propositions  relative  to  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  Hospitals 
for  the  Insane,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  "  Association  of  Medical 
Superintendents  of  American  Institutions  for  the  Insane,"  have  been 
fully  carried  out  in  the  plans  adopted  by  the  Board.    The  form  and  in- 
ternal arrangement  of  the  Institution  will  be  readily  understood  by  ref- 
erence to  the  accompanying  ground-plan.     The  Asylum  building 
proper,  the  main  front  of  which  has  an  easterly  aspect,  consists  of  a 
centre  and  six  wings.    The  centre  portion  of  the  main  building  is  di- 
vided by  the  entrance  hall  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.    That  to  the 
right  contains  in  front,  the  principal  oflBce  of  the  Institution,  the  apoth- 
ecary shop,  and  an  ante-room  communicating  by  a  private  stairway  with 
the  Superintendent's  apartments  above;  and  in  the  rear,  the  matron's 
room  and  ladies'  reception  room ;  while  that  to  the  left  contains  in  front, 
the  public  parlor  and  ofiicers'  dining  room,  and  immediately  behind 
these,  the  steward's  office  and  mens'  reception  room.    The  second  floor 
is  appropriated  exclusively  to  the  use  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 
Qpon  the  third  floor  are  the  apartments  of  the  assistant  physicians, 
(Steward  and  matron.    The  basement  contains  the  laboratory  connected 
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with  the  apothecary  shop,  and  the  officers'  kitchen  and  store-rooms. 
Immediately  behind  the  centre  building,  is  the  chapel,  and  still  further 
in  the  rear  the  engine  and  boiler  house.  Extending  from  the  centre 
building,  towards  the  south  for  males  and  towards  the  north  for  females, 
are  the  several  wards  of  the  Institution,  nine  on  each  side  including  the 
infirmaries. 


Appropriation  of  Wards. — The  various  wards  in  the  Institution 
are  appropriated  as  follows : 


Nos. 

Classification. 

No. 

of 
Wards 

No.  of  Beds. 
Single  r'ms  |A8s*d  Dorm. 

Total  of 
each  sex 
&  class. 

1  and  2 

Convalescent  and  quiet,  

4 

80 

16 

96 

3  and  4 

Less  disturbed,  

4 

56 

32 

88 

5  and  6 

More  "   

4 

60 

60 

7 
8 
9 

Demented,   

2 
2 
2 

20 
12 
12 

20 
12 
12 

"       and  Infirm  

Acute  cases,  (fee,  (Infirmaries,) 

1  Total,   _._ 

18 

240 

48 

288 

The  division  of  the  sexes  is  equal.  Eight  of  these  wards,  inclusive 
of  the  infirmaries,  are  upon  the  first  floor,  six  upon  the  second,  and  four 
upon  the  third  floor  of  the  transverse  wings.  It  is  considered  that  by 
means  of  these,  any  desirable  classification  of  patients  may  be  readily 
carried  out. 


Arrangement  of  Wards. — Each  ward  has  the  usual  arrangement 
•of  corridors,  sleeping-rooms,  day-rooms  and  dining-rooms ;  with  two  stair- 
ways, a  clothes-room,  lavatory,  bath-room,  water-closet,  soiled  clothes 
«haft,  drying  shaft  and  dust  flue,  to  each.  The  corridors  in  the  first, 
second,  and  third  wings,  are  respectively,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  and  seventy  feet  long;  and  in  the  third  stories 
of  the  first  and  second  tran.sverse  wings,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  and 
thirty-four  feet  long.  They  are  uniformly  twelve  feet  wide,  and  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  rooms,  sixteen  feet  in  height  upon  the  first  and 
third  floors,  and  fifteen  upon  the  second.  The  dimensions  of  the  single 
sleeping  rooms  are  eight  and  ten  by  eleven  feet,  with  an  average  cubic 
capacity  of  fourteen  hundred  feet  The  associate  dormitories  are  four- 
teen by  twenty-one  feet,  and  the  parlors  or  recreation-rooms,  eighteen 
by  twenty.  Lateral  recesses,  extending  into  the  projecting  towers  in 
front,  form  additional  day  rooms  in  the  first  and  second  wings,  on  either 
side.    The  dining-rooms  are  suflBciently  capacious  to  accommodate  the 
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number  for  whom  they  are  intended,  and  are  supplied  with  detached 
sinks,  cupboards,  and  dumb  waiters.  The  closets,  bath-rooms,  lavato- 
ries and  clothes  rooms  open  upon  an  adjacent,  and  not  upon  the  main 
hall,  giving  a  very  desirable  privacy.  The  bath  and  closet  fixtures  are 
of  approved  construction,  aqd  to  prevent  all  possible  danger  from  leakage, 
the  service  pipes  are  conveyed  in  a  separate  pipe-shaft,  an  arrangement 
which  also  facilitates  and  cheapens  any  repairs  that  may  become  neces- 
sary. Drying-shafts  having  lattice-work  floors,  and  communicating 
directly  with  the  ventilating  cupolas,  furnish  a  ready  means  of  drying 
mops,  wet  cloths,  damp  brooms,  &c.,  and  thus  materially  assist  in  pro- 
moting the  cleanliness  and  healthfulness  of  the  corridors.  To  prevent 
exposure,  the  bath-rooms  and  lavatories  have  communicating  doors,  in 
order  that  the  latter  may  sei  ve  in  bathing  days,"  as  dressing  rooms  to 
the  former. 

Infirmaries. — In  a  detached  building  in  the  rear  of  the  first  trans- 
verse wings,  but  connected  with  the  wards  by  means  of  a  covered  corri- 
dor, an  infirmary  is  provided  for  each  sex.  Fitted  up  with  every  con- 
venience, they  provide  a  very  desirable  plan  for  the  treatment  of  acute 
cases,  of  those  who  are  seriously  ill,  or  of  any  requiring  special  care  and 
frequent  medical  attention.  They  can  be  reached  at  all  hours  of  the 
night  without  disturbing  any  other  portion  of  the  house ;  they  provide 
the  means  of  isolation  in  case  of  the  occurrence  of  any  infectious  or  con- 
tagious diseases  in  the  institution,  and  give  to  the  friends  of  dying 
patients  an  opportunity  of  administering  to  them  in  their  last  moments. 

Windows. — The  windows  are  fitted  throughout  with  a  cast-iron  sash, 
the  upper  half  of  which,  alone,  is  glazed.  Posterior  to  the  lower  half, 
and  immediately  against  it,  is  a  wooden  sash  of  corresponding  size  and 
shape,  moving  free,  and  suspended  by  a  cord  and  weight,  the  former 
being  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  sash,  and  passing  over  a  pulley 
near  its  top,  is  always  entirely  concealed.  The  panes  of  glass  are  six  by 
nine  inches  in  size.  The  windows,  where  deemed  desirable,  are  pro- 
tected by  a  shutter  of  framed  wicker-work,  sliding  into  the  wall,  and 
retained  there,  as  also  in  its  position,  by  one  and  the  same  lock. 

Flooriso. — The  floors  in  all  uncarpeted  rooms  are  formed  of  one 
and  one  half  inch  oak  planks,  grooved  and  tonguod,  and  none  of  them 
being  more  than  three  and  one-half  inches  in  width.  The  sleepers  and 
the  iron  girders  supporting  the  arches,  rest  upon  an  offset  in  the  wall, 
which,  when  finished,  also  form  the  cornice  in  the  room  below. 
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Provision  against  Fire. — The  horrible  sacrifice  of  human  life  on 
the  occasion  of  the  burning  of  an  institution  for  the  In  ane  in  one  of 
the  Eastern  States,  and  the  peculiar  liability  of  these  buildings  to  take 
fire,  as  shown  hy  the  frequent  occurrence  of  such  accidents,  deter- 
mined the  Board  of  Trustees,  although  it  would  somewhat  increase  the 
price  of  construction,  to  make  the  Asylum  fire-proof.  The  more  re- 
cent partial  destruction  by  fire  of  another  institution,  has  confirmed  the 
wisdom  of  this  decision.  The  use  of  iron  girders  and  brick  arches  as 
support  for  the  floors,  was  consequently  determined  upon,  and  to  secure 
additional  safety,  all  connection  between  the  wing  and  the  centre  build- 
ing is  entirely  cut  off  by  the  interposition  of  a  verandah  of  iron  and 
glass,  with  communications  from  one  to  the  other  only  through  iron 
doors.  The  location  of  the  heating  apparatus  and  the  kitchen  in  de- 
tached buildings  under  the  institution,  quite  exempt  them  from  danger 
of  destruction  by  fire. 

Chapel. — A  separate  building  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  centre 
building,  seventy  by  forty  feet  in  size,  contains  upon  its  first  floor  a 
room  for  Chapel  purposes,  capable  of  seating  three  hundred  and  eighty 
persons.  It  communicates  with  the  different  wards  by  means  of  cov- 
ered corridoi-s,  is  appropriately  fitted  up,  properly  warmed  and  lighted 
with  gas. 

Kitchen. — One  central  kitchen  is  intended  to  supply  the  whole  in- 
stitution. It  is  placed  immediately  beneath  the  Chapel  room,  with 
store-rooms  near  at  hand,  and  communicates  with  the  dumb-waiters  of 
the  different  dining-rooms,  by  means  of  a  small  car  moving  upon  a 
covered  railway.  The  building  containing  the  Chapel  room  and  kitchen 
is  surmounted  by  a  bell  and  clock  tower. 

Warming  and  Ventilation. — It  is  now  admitted  as  a  principle  that 
the  warming  and  ventilation  of  buildings  corresponding  in  size  and  pur- 
pose with  institutions  for  the  insane,  should  be  effected  by  one  and  the 
same  process;  and  also,  that  means  should  be  adopted  for  expelling  the 
foul  air  to  the  same  extent  and  simultaneously  with  the  admission  of 
fresh.  The  fact  is  also  established,  and  in  many  Asylums  has  been 
confirmed  by  a  costly  experience,  that  the  ordinary  system  of  making 
the  ventilation  depend  upon  the  spontaneous  action  of  warm  air  currents, 
has  failed  to  give  satisfactory  results.  A  perfect  and  equable  distribu- 
tion of  fresh  air,  either  warm  or  cold,  and  the  necessary  rapidity  in  the 
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discharge  of  foul  air,  under  all  circumstances  and  in  all  seasons,  can  be- 
secured  only  by  a  system  of  forced  ventilation.  This  is  found  to  be 
most  efficiently  and  economically  effected  by  means  of  a  fan  driven  by 
a  steam  engine ;  effectual,  because  at  all  times  under  perfect  control,  and 
economical,  because  the  warm  air  is  more  thoroughly  and  rapidly  dis- 
tributed. The  primary  cost  is  not  great;  it  is  not  liable  to  get  out  of 
order,  and  the  motive  power  is  that  required  for  other  purposes. 

The  system  decided  upon  is  a  modification  of  that  in  use  at  the  New 
York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  efficiency  of  which  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  in  five  similar  institutions  in  other  States,  it  has  since  been 
adopted,  in  place  of  furnaces  and  other  means  of  heating  and  ventila- 
tion already  in  operation.  It  consists  of  boilers,  an  engine,  a  fan,  heat- 
ing surface  and  distributing  ducts  and  inlet  flues,  with  exit  flues,  foul-air 
ducts  and  ventilating  cupolas.  The  boilers  are  four  in  number ;  these- 
with  the  engine  and  fan,  (the  latter  peculiar,  from  the  circumstance  of 
its  delivering  the  air  in  the  direction  of  its  axis,)  and  the  heating  sur- 
face, consisting  of  a  series  of  wrought  iron  pipe,  are  all  in  a  separate 
and  detached  building.  The  air,  after  its  delivery  from  the  fan,  passes 
directly  forward  beneath  the  Chapel.  The  main  duct  conveying  it,  gives 
off  a  small  branch  to  the  Chapel,  and  another  to  the  centre  buildings 
It  then  branches  towards  either  wing,  and  another  sub-division  is  made, 
one  portion  passing  beneath  the  first  longitudinal  wing,  and  the  other 
entering  the  proximal  end  of  the  second  wing,  passes  on  to  the  end  of 
the  extreme  wing.  The  air-passage  beneath  the  building  occupies  the 
middle  portion  of  the  basement,  or  rather  the  space  immediately  beneath 
the  floors  of  the  corridors,  and  the  distributing  flues  pass  up  in  the  walls 
upon  either  side  of  them.  Exit  flues  are  carried  up  in  the  same  walls,, 
taking  their  departure  from  two  points,  one  near  the  ceiling,  and  the 
other  near  the  floor  of  the  rooms  on  either  side.  These  again  conjoin 
in  the  attics,  to  form  the  foul-air  ducts,  and  empty  out  into  the  open  air 
through  the  ventilating  cupolas.  Downward  currents  of  air,  for  the  ven- 
tilation of  the  water  closets,  will  be  secured  through  an  arrangement  of 
pipes  terminating  in  the  fire-boxes  of  the  boilers.  This  very  important 
department  has  been  entrusted  to  Joseph  Nason,  Esq.,  of  New  York 
City. 

Laundry  and  Work  Shops. — The  right  wing  of  the  engine  and 
boiler  house  contains  the  wash  room,  drying  and  ironing  rooms,  and  a 
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similar  wing  upon  the  other  side  furnishes  convenient  rooms  for  the 
usual  work  shops.  A  close  partition  running  from  the  rear  of  the 
Chapel  to  the  engine  house,  with  a  covered  passage-way  on  either  side, 
provides  ready  and  protected  access  to  the  shops  and  ironing  room  from 
the  various  wards  in  the  house,  and  at  the  same  time  prevents  all  com- 
munication between  the  sexes. 

Water. — Water  for  drinking  purposes  is  drawn  up  from  a  well^ 
while  that  for  bathing  and  laundry  purposes  is  forced  up  from  a  stream 
flowing  in  the  valley  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Institution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Cast  iron  pipes  will  be  used  for  con- 
necting drainage  in  the  rear  of  the  wings,  and  will  pass  forward  beneath 
the  building  at  a  single  point  only  on  either  side.  The  drains  and 
branch  sewers  will  unite  in  front  and  pour  into  the  common  sewer,  which 
is  of  brick,  egg  shaped,  three  feet  high  and  two  feet  wide;  this  runs 
down  the  ravine  in  front  of  the  Institution,  and  empties  into  a  depot  for 
the  collection  of  solid  material. 

Illlumination. — It  is  now  universally  conceded  that  gas  is  the  only 
proper  material  to  be  used  in  lighting  Asylums  for  the  Insane.  To 
obviate  theonly  objection  to  its  manufacture  upon  the  premises,  the  gas- 
house  will  be  placed  just  below  the  depot  referred  to.  The  gas-main 
will  be  carried  up  to  the  Institution  in  the  sewer  attached  to  its  upper 
arch. 

The  general  plan  and  arrangement  of  the  building  as  given  in  the 
preceding  sketch  has  been  submitted  to,  and  received  the  unqualified 
approval  of  many  of  the  more  experienced  physicians  in  charge  of  sim- 
ilar institutions.  From  those  most  capable  of  judging,  the  Board  has 
received  the  gratifying  assurance  that  their  efibrt  to  combine  in  one,  the 
acknowledged  excellencies  of  several  recently- erected  Institutions,  with 
such  improvements  as  careful  study  and  experienced  assistance  suggest- 
ed, has  not  been  unsuccessful. 

Until  actually  engaged  in  their  labors,  those  to  whom  a  State  has 
delegated  the  duty  of  providing  an  Institution  for  its  Insane  can  form 
but  little  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  field,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  work 
before  them.  Insanity,  unlike  almost  every  other  form  of  affliction,  does 
not  raise  itself  into  prominence  before  the  public ;  the  community  al- 
most involuntarily  turns  from  its  contemplation,  and  its  attendant  sor- 
rows are  far  too  distressing  to  be  obtrusive.    The  extent  of  th^  disease 
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is  truly  startling,  and  even  public  oflBcers,  the  nature  of  whose  duties  we 
would  expect  to  familiarize  them  with  the  subject,  are  scarcely  prepared 
for  the  developments  of  carefully  compiled  statistics. 

Its  relation  to  the  public  in  another  connection  has  also  been  very  gene- 
rally misapprehended.  Concealed  from  observation  in  almost  all  but  the 
humblest  walks  of  life,  we  have  learned  almost  habitually  to  regard  it 
as  one  of  the  circumstances,  to  say  the  least,  of  penury  and  want;  but 
an  intelligent  investigation  of  the  whole  subject  in  a  neighboring  State 
has  shown  that  it  stands  third  on  the  list  of  causes  of  pauperism ! 
How  important  then  for  a  State,  with  a  view  to  economy  only,  to  say 
nothing  of  higher  motives,  to  make  liberal  provision  for  its  early  treat- 
ment and  cure ! 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  history  of  insanity  is  the  great 
success  which  has  attended  the  modern  treatment  of  the  disease,  and 
later  eflforts  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  Insane  as  a  class.  Very 
little  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  in  this  respect  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  century ;  previous  to  which  time  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Insane  and  the  neglect  and  cruelty  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected, fills  one  of  the  darkest  pages  in  the  history  of  human  sorrow. 

Soon  after  this  period,  with  reference,  rather  to  the  comfort  and  safe- 
ty of  the  community,  than  to  the  wants  and  neceesities  of  the  lunatic, 
"  mad  houses"  and  receptacles  were  erected — prisons  in  every  respect 
save  the  name — with  stone  floors,  dark  cells,  narrow  grated  doors  and 
windows,  into  which  they  were  thrust  indiscriminately  and  abandoned  to 
utter  helplessness  and  hopelessness.  With  these  buildings  and  their 
brutal  "  keepers,"  with  whips,  chains  and  manacles,  was  associated  every 
thing  that  was  terrible.  Says  one,  in  describing  them,  "there  were  no 
amusements,  no  cheerful  occupation,  no  books,  no  animating  change  or 
variety  of  any  kind,  no  scientific  medical  treatment,  no  religious  consola- 
tion. No  chapel  bell  assembled  the  patients  for  prayer  or  suspended 
the  fierce  aad  dreadful  thoughts  and  curses  of  the  dungeon ;  no  friendly 
face  did  good  like  a  medicine."  For  reasons  now  very  apparent,  efforts 
to  cure  and  relieve  under  circumstances  such  as  these,  were  altogether 
ineffectual;  no  connected  and  philanthropic  system  of  medical  and  moral 
treatment  could  be  carried  out  with  any  prospect  of  success. 

A  more  enlightened  public  opinion,  urged  on  and  supported  by 
science  and  humanity,  has  since  wrought  a  thorough  revolution.  Liber- 
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ally  constructed  and  well  appointed  Asylums  are,  one  after  another, 
springing  into  existence,  and  the  results  of  treatment  are  becoming  more 
and  more  successful.  True,  the  same  prosperity  has  not  attended  alL 
In  a  few,  weighty  obstacles,  not,  however,  obscure  in  their  nature,  nor 
diflScult  of  removal,  seem  to  clog  their  operations ;  still  the  Annual  Re- 
ports of  the  Asylums  for  the  Insane  throughout  the  land,  constituting 
as  they  do  year  by  year,  the  history  of  insanity,  bear  evidence  of  steady 
Advancement. 

To  inform  themselves,  therefore,  of  those  principles  upon  the  recog- 
nition of  which  this  progress  was  founded,  became  oiy.e  of  the  earliest 
duties  of  the  Board.  The  inconvenience,  and  almost  impossibility,  of 
wading  through  page  after  page  of  hundreds  of  annual  reports  and 
printed  matter  relating  to  the  subjects,  was  very  apparent.  The  useless- 
ness  of  traveling  from  institution  to  institution,  finding  something  here 
worthy  of  imitation,  and  something  there,  when  in  fact,  the  excellencies 
might  necessarily  be  peculiar  to  that  locality,  and  of  gathering  these 
together  to  form  a  plan,  was  soon  demonstrated.  It  was  the  wish  of 
the  Board  to  avoid  multiplying  mistakes,  and  repeating  inconveniences, 
which  some,  from  deep  attachment  to  their  institutions,  and  long  associ- 
ation with  them,  had  half  learned  to  admire,  and  inclined  to  recommend. 
Another,  and  what  has  proven  the  wiser  course,  was  adopted — the 
early  appointment  of  a  physician  experienced  in  the  speciality,  to  whose 
supervision  the  building,  with  all  its  details,  might  be  intrusted.  The 
frequent  and  expensive  repairs  of  institutions,  erected  without  such 
supervision,  led  them  to  look  upon  this  as  a  matter  of  economy.  Many 
of  the  Asylums  of  the  United  States  were  erected  according  to  plans 
furnished  by  architects  only,  or  by  Trustees,  without  practical  medical 
experience,  and  when  suppposed  to  ba  finished,  have  been  found  so  ill 
arranged  and  defective  as  to  call  for  large  additional  expenditures  be- 
fore they  could  be  used. 

It  is  therefore,  with  what  the  Board  venture  to  consider  a  feeling  of 
justifiable  pride,  that  they  present  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  State.  And  they  would  repeat  their  confident  belief 
that  no  institution  of  the  kind  in  any  country,  more  perfectly  embraces 
with  economy  of  construction,  all  the  necessary  accommodations  and 
conveniences,  which  the  experience  of  modern  times  has  suggested 
It  is  a  matter  of  regret,  even  simply  as  far  as  the  increase  in  cost  of 
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erection  is  concerned,  tliat  it  could  not  have  been  completed  at  once. 
As  before  expressed  in  this  report,  the  Board  feel  that  no  appeal  is 
required  in  its  behalf.  The  wants  and  necessities  of  the  insane  are 
generally  recognized,  and  we  feel  assured  of  prompt  and  liberal  action 
on  tha  part  of  the  Legislature.  The  need  of  an  Asylum  in  Michigan  is 
urgently  felt.  Among  other  instances  somewhat  similar,  we  have 
recently  been  made  acquainted  with  the  following.  One  of  our  citizens 
upon  whose  wife  this  heavy  affliction  had  fallen,  was  obliged  to  go 
elsewhere  for  that  relief  not  provided  here.  He  went  eastward.  The 
crowded  condition  of  the  first  institution  at  which  he  applied,  prevented 
her  admission,  and  he  journeyed  on — but  before  he  could  reach  another 
she  sank  from  exhaustion  and  died  in  his  arms.  As  might  be  expected, 
more  or  less  afflicting  instances,  from  time  to  time,  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Board,  which  they  do  not  deem  it  desirable  or  neces- 
sary to  record  here. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  of  Trustees  would  express  their  earnest 
hope  that  the  institution  will  be  at  once  completed  and  opened,  and 
that  those  enlightened  principles  of  organization  and  administration 
which  have  formed  the  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  many  others,  will  be 
recognized  and  acted  upon,  in  order  to  secure  to  it  a  future  of  the 
highest  measure  of  success  and  usefulness. 


STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind. 

To  His  JSxcellencyy  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind,  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency 
the  following  Report  for  the  year  closing  on  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1858.  The  Legislature  at  its  last  Session  appropriated,  for  the  various 
objects  mentioned  in  the  act  of  appropriation,  for  the  use  of  the  Asylum, 
the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  year  1857, 
and  the  like  further  sum  for  the  year  1858,  under  which  there  has  been 
paid  out  and  expended,  by  James  B.  Walker,  Acting  Commissioner,  as 
by  his  statement  herewith  submitted  and  marked  "Schedule  A,"  and 
charged  to  the  Asylum  Fund,  the  sum  of  thirty-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  ninety-two  centfl,  and,  as  will  appear 
from  said  Schedule,  there  has  been  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer  from 
that  Fund,  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Auditor  Genera),  the  sum  of 
tbirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  eighty-seven 
cents,  leaving  the  sum  of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
dollars  and  five  cents  due  the  Acting  Commissioner  for  money  by  him 
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actually  advanced,  and  for  which  vouchers  have  by  him  been  filed  in  the 
Auditor  General's  Office. 

There  has  also  been  expended  for  said  year  1857,  and  charged  to 
the  General  Fund,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  twecty-five  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents;  vs'hich  sum  has  been  paid  by  the  Acting  Commissioner 
and  vouchers  filed  in  the  Auditor  General's  Office,  while  the  sum  of 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  one  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents  only  has 
been  received  from  the  State  Treasurer,  leaving  a  balance  due  the 
Acting  Commissioner  from  this  Fund,  for  advances,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  dollars  and  eighty  cents.^- 

There  is  also  due  to  other  individuals,  including  the  Principal  of  the 
School,  teachers,  contractors,  laborers,  &c.,  the  sum  of  about  five  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars.  The  Board  would  here  remark,  that  by 
the  construction  of  the  Auditor  General,  put  upon  said  act  of  appro- 
priation, the  sum  of  $4,624  13  was  by  him  deducted  from  the  amount 
to  be  drawn  for  the  year  1857,  and  charged  to  the  asylum  account  for 
amount  overdrawn  in  previous  years.  And  that  if  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  year  1857  had  been  fully  received  by  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner, there  would  still  be  an  outstanding  indebtedness  of  nearly  . 
three  thousand  dollars;  which  indebtedness  has  arisen  in  consequence 
of  a  change  in  the  original  plan  of  the  foundation  of  the  main  edifice. 
For  the  reason  of  this  change,  the  Board  would  refer  to  the  statement 
of  the  Acting  Commissioner,  marked  "Schedule  B,"  and  would  also 
refer  to  the  same  schedule,  for  the  progress  made  in  the  construction  of 
said  edifice. 

The  Board  are  well  aware  of  the  financial  diflSculties  under  which 
almost  every  State  in  the  Union  is  now  laboring,  and  from  which  Mich- 
igan is  by  no  means  exempt,  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  balance 
still  due  the  Asylum  for  the  year  1867  has  not  been  paid.  They  have 
also  before  them  the  State  Treasurer's  Report,  in  which  he  says  he  shall 
decline  all  farther  payments  on  appropriations,  until  provision  is  made 
to  meet  the  same.  Still,  as  the  Acting  Commissioner  has  in  good  faith, 
and  with  the  expectation  that  the  appropriations  would  be  promptly 
paid,  entered  into  contracts  for  labor  and  material,  which  in  part  have 
been  furnished  and  performed,  justice  would  demand  that  all  such 
contracts  heretofore  made,  should  be  fulfilled.    And  the  Board  would 
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further  add,  that  the  feelings  of  common  humanity  would,  if  possible, 
prevent  that  unfortunate  class,  including  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the 
blind,  from  being  compelled  to  leave  the  Institution  for  want  of  means 
to  sustain  them.  We  would  therefore  respectfully  ask  that  your  Excel- 
lency urge  upon  the  Legislature  about  to  assemble,  the  necessity  of 
adopting  such  measures  as  will  relieve  this  Institution  from  its  present 
embarrassment,  and  make  sure  the  support  of  those  now  in  the  Institu- 
tion, and  the  salaries  of  the  Principal  and  Teachers. 

The  Board  would  also  urge  the  necessity  of  making  available  during 
the  year  1858,  the  amount  withheld  by  the  Auditor  General,  and  the 
whole  of  the  appropriation  due  the  Asylum  for  said  year.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  Institution,  and 
the  great  want  and  need  of  the  speedy  completion  of  the  main  edifice? 
would  herewith  transmit  a  report  made  to  the  Board  by  B.  M.  Fay, 
the  Principal  of  said  Institution,  marked  *'  Schedule  C,"  as  a  part  of 
this  Report.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  PIERSON, 
J.  B.  WALKER, 
JOHN  P.  LbROY, 

Trustees. 

Flint,  January  6,  1858. 


SCHEDULE  0 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  year  elapsed  since  nay  last  Report,  our 
Institution  has  been  blessed  to  an  unusual  degree  with  health  and  pros- 
perity. Except  a  few  cases  of  illness  in  the  early  part  of  last  winter, 
we  have  been  almost  entirely  exempt  from  sickness. 

Some  of  our  pupils  have  made  rapid  progress  in  the  acqusition  of 
knowledge,  and  all,  considering  the  difficulties  incident  to  their  unfor- 
tunate condition,  show  a  marked  improvement. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  which  have  been  under  instruction  since 
the  opening  of  the  Institution  in  1854,  is  one  hundred  and  thirteen — 
seventy-six  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  thirty-seven  Blind.  The  whole  num- 
ber in  attendance  since  our  last  Report  is  one  hundred — sixty-seven 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  thirty-three  Blind.  We  have  not,  however,  had 
this  number  in  the  Asylum  together  at  any  one  time.  The  number  in 
attendance  the  present  term,  which  commenced  in  October  last,  is 
ninety — sixty-two  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  twenty-eight  Blind.  Several 
of  our  pupils  who  reside  at  remote  distances  from  the  Asylum  and 
went  home  to  spend  the  vacation,  have  not  yet  returned ;  not  having 
the  means,  in  these  times  of  financial  embarrassment,  for  clothing  and  ^ 
traveling  expenses.  Others,  it  is  supposed,  for  the  same  reason,  for 
whom  application  had  been  made  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  term,  have  not  yet  been  sent  to  the  Asylum.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  now  occupying  the  Asylum  buildings,  including 
family  of  Principal,  teachers  and  servants,  is  one  hundred  and  one,  and 
some  of  our  apartments  are  very  much  crowded.  Previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  present  session,  the  large  room  designed  for  our  Chapel 
eervices  was  converted  into  a  dormitory  and  filled  with  beds.  Conse- 
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qently,  at  great  inconvenience,  we  are  obliged  to  crowd  the  pupils  into 
one  of  the  school  rooms,  eighteen  feet  square,  for  morning  and  evening 
worship,  and  for  Sabbath  exercises.  The  sleeping  apartments  are  far 
too  full  for  the  comfoit  and  health  of  the  occupants.  In  the  dining 
room  every  foot  of  space  is  occupied.  All  the  rooms  used  for  cooking, 
washing,  ironing,  &c.,  are  so  crowded  as  exceedingly  to  embarrass 
domestic  operations.  In  one  room,  about  twenty  feet  square  and  eight 
high  is  performed  all  the  baking  and  ironing  for  101  persons;  and  the 
same  room  is  used  for  a  wash-room.  In  this  crowded  condition  with 
our  present  number,  what  are  we  to  do  with  the  additional  numbers 
who  will  apply  for  admission  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  term 
in  October,  1858,  and  in  the  succeeding  October,  1859?  The  main 
building,  which  has  been  in  process  of  construction  the  past  season, 
cannot,  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch,  be  completed  before  Octo- 
ber, 1859.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  some  part  of  it  at  least 
should  be  ready  to  be  occupied  at  that  time,  and  that  no  possible  failure 
should  prevent.  The  parents  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  had 
their  expectations  highly  raised,  and  their  hearts  filled  with  joy  and 
gratitude,  by  the  noble  and  liberal  appropriation  of  the  last  Legislature ; 
but  they  will  be  sadly  disappointed,  and  so  will  every  other  humane 
and  benevolent  citizen,  if  by  any  contingency  the  sum  appropriated 
should  not  be  made  available  so  as  to  provide  accommodations  for  these 
children  of  misfortune  at  the  earliest  period  practicable. 

There  are  other  weighty  reasons  why  there  should  be  no  delay  in 
the  construction  of  the  main  edifice.  We  have  not  at  present,  and 
cannot  have  till  we  occupy  the  new  building,  any  accommodations  for 
teaching  trades  to  our  boys  by  which  they  will  be  able  to  procure  a 
livelihood  after  they  have  left  the  Asylum.  This  is  all  important,  both 
to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  their  edu- 
cation and  adopted,  as  such,  in  all  similar  institutions  in  other  States. 
Much  the  larger  proportion  of  our  pupils  are  from  families  in  moderate 
circumstances  pecuniarily,  and  will  be  dependent  on  themselves  for 
support  after  they  have  finished  their  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Asylum.  If  they  do  not  acquire  some  trade  or  handicraft  here,  they 
will  not,  as  a  general  thing,  ever  acquire  them  at  all ;  and  consequently, 
their  maintenance  will  continue  to  be,  in  some  form,  a  burden  to  the 
State.     We  have  felt,  ever  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution, 
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and  still  keenly  feel  the  want  of  shops  for  teaching  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  shoemaking,  cabinet-making,  tailoring,  (fee ,  and  for  teaching  the 
Blind  to  manufacture  brushes,  brooms,  baskets,  (fee.  It  is  proposed  to 
U86  the  basement  rooms  of  the  present  building  lor  this  purpose  just  as 
soon  as  we  can  get  possession  of  the  main  edifice.  Unless  progress 
on  the  building,  which  is  necessarily  suspended  during  the  winter, 
is  resumed  early  in  the  Spring,  and  your  original  design  of  erecting  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  walls  and  putting  on  the  roof  before  another 
winter,  shall  be  accomplished,  the  walls  already  laid — nearly  one-half 
the  whole  height — will  suffer,  from  the  storms  and  frosts  of  two  win- 
ters, great  deterioration.  It  is  an  essential  matter  of  economy,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  protect  what  has  been  already  done,  that  the  remaining 
portion  be  constructed  during  the  next  season.  But  I  doubt  not  that 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  are  well  aware  of  the  necessity 
of  carrying  forward  the  work,  which  has  been  so  auspiciously  begun 
and  successfully  prosecuted  thus  far,  to  as  speedy  a  termination  as 
possible. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  M.  FAY. 

Flint,  December  22,  1857. 


SCHEDULE  B 


Flint,  January  1,  1868. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind: 

The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  "Acting  Commissioner," 
would  respectfully  report :  That  upon  commencing  the  erection  of  the 
main  building  for  said  Asylum,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  visit  the 
New  York  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  which  had  been  re- 
cently finished,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  the  one  upon  which  ours  was  to 
be  erected. 

Upon  visiting  said  Institution,  it  was  found  that  a  basement  was  fin- 
ished under  the  whole  building,  which  was  so  used  and  occupied  as  to 
render  it  an  indispensable  part  of  the  building;  as  without  it  there 
would  be  no  place  for  bath  rooms,  washing  K  oms,  ironing  and  drying 
rooms,  store  rooms,  &c. ;  and  that  for  many  other  purposes,  room  could 
be  procured  in  that  way  at  much  less  expense  than  in  any  other  way. 

It  was  therefore  decided  so  to  change  the  original  plan,  as  to  put  a 
basement  under  the  whole  building. 

It  was  also  found  to  be  necessary  to  increase  the  thickness  of  that 
portion  of  the  outside  walls,  in  which  were  to  be  constructed  beating 
and  ventillating  flues. 

These  changes  in  the  original  plan,  although  increasing  the  expense 
nearly  three  thousand  dollars,  were  deemed  entirely  indispensable  in 
order  to  have  the  building,  when  completed,  answer  fully  the  purpose 
for  which  ii  was  intended. 

Excavations  were  commenced  as  early  as  practicable  in  the  spring 
and  the  work  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  although  much 
delayed  by  the  very  unfavorable  weather  of  a  large  portion  of  the  sea- 
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SOD,  until  the  walls  are  all  carried  to  a  level  with  the  second  story  floor, 
and  all  the  joists  put  in  for  the  basement,  first  and  second  stories,  and 
the  window  and  outside  door  frames  for  the  basement  and  first  story. 

The  walls  have  been  carried  to  an  average  hight  of  twenty-eight  feet 
above  the  foundations,  and  are  as  well  covered  and  secured  for  the  win- 
ter as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  without  a  roof,  and  all  the  work  has 
been  carried  fully  to  the  point  anticipated  in  the  commencement,  al- 
though the  latter  portion  of  it  has  been  done  at  great  inconvenience  to, 
and  personal  sacrifice  by  the  "Acting  Commissioner"  and  some  of  the 
contractors  and  laborers,  for  want  of  funds,  as  may  readily  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  hereto  annexed, 
and  marked  "Schedule  A." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  WALKER, 

Acting  Commissioner. 


SCHEDULE  A. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  '  the  Michigan  Asylum 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  for  the  year  1857. 

Paid  balance  as  reported  due  from  State,  January  1,  1857, 
and  vouchers  for  which  were  then  filed  with  Auditor 


Genera],  „   81,143  61 

Paid  Farmers  &  Mechanics'  Bank  for  land,   5,545  78 

for  recording  deed  of  same,    1  00 

balance  for  cornice  in  school  wing,    562  20 

for  brick,     4,883  90 

mason  work,   4,460  84 

joiner  work,   1,764  57 

labor,  _   1,624  54 

team  work,  _   1,615  16 

lumber,   2,811  85 

stone  sills,  belt  and  corner  stones,   641  82 

freight  on  stones,  &c.,   676  74 

field  stones,   180  17 

hardware,   245  13 

blacksmithing,    56  13 

tackle  blocks,..   30  07 

scaflfold  poles,    15  50 

hydraulic  rams,  pipe,  &c.,     386  25 

sawing  fence-posts,  rails,  &c.,   129  64 

making  board  and  picket  fence,   114  56 

three  gates,     11  25 

oil  and  paints,    230  15 

painting  and  glazing,   1 56  03 

sash,   7  20 

incidental  expenses  of  Institution,   4,309  55 
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Paid  for  horse,  buggy,  harness  and  cutter,   $253  00 

I  wagon,    35  00 

1  cow,     30  00 

2  sows  and  pigs,   22  00 

plow,    12  50 

insurance  on  school  wing,    250  00 

physician,     45  00 

piano  forte,   350  00 

"        cover,   10  50 

tuning  piano,   3  00 

map,    10  00 

furniture,   257  63 

Paid  salary  of  Principal,  __  _   760  00 

«         Matron,  _   .  225  00 

«        Teachers,  _._  550  45 

traveling  expenses  of  B.  M.  Fay,    46  10 

salary  of  Acting  Commissioner,   20O  00 

traveling  expenses  of  Acting  Commissioner,   50  00 

B.  Pierson  for  time  and  expenses  as  Trustee,   12  50 

J.  P.  LeRoy     «             "             "    31  30 

postage  and  for  envelops,    7  30 

Total,   __  $34,744  92 

•Received  from  Asylum  Fund,   32,8 1 5  87 

Balance  due  from  Asylum  Fund,  .__    $1,929  06 


Paid  salary  of  Acting  Commissioner,   $  600  00 

traveling  expenses  of     "    133  00 

B.  Pierson,  time  and  expenses  as  Trustee,   162  20 

J.  P.  LeRoy,  "             "             "    46  20 

for  clothing  &c.,  for  destitute  pupils,   83  93 

Total,   $1,025  33 

Received  from  General  Fund,    771  53 

Balance  due  from  General  Fund,   $  253  80 


There  is  also  now  due  to  contractors,  merchants,  Principal  and  Mat- 
ron, teachers,  laborers,  &c.,  about  $5,400  00. 
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LEGISLATURE,  1859. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind. 

To  ike  Honorable^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  submit  the  following  Report: 

During  the  past  year  a  kind  Providence  has  granted  to 
the  inmates  of  the  Asylum,  and  to  all  connected  therewith, 
an  unusual  degree  of  good  health,  for  which  we  return  our 
grateful  thanks.  Indeed,  considering  the  crowded  man- 
ner in  which  the  pupils,  for  want  of  room,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  be  kept  and  lodged  ever  since  the  present  Board 
of  Trustees  have  had  the  general  supervision  of  the  Insti- 
tution, it  seems  all  but  a  miracle  that  so  little  sickness  has 
prevailed  among  the  pupils  ;  not  a  death  has  occurred 
among  them,  and  no  severe  cases  of  sickness. 

The  Trustees  believe,  however,  that  much  of  the  good 
health  existing  among  all  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  is 
owing,  under  the  blessing  of  Him  "  who  doeth  all  things 
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well,"  to  the  perfect  neatness  and  cleanliness  of  all  the- 
apartments,  and  they  would  here  acknowledge  their  grati- 
tude to  the  Principal  and  Matron  for  their  special  care  in 
this  respect,  of  the  general  health  of  the  pupils. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriation  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars^  made  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
regular  session,  has  been  expended,  the  Trustees  would 
refer  to  the  very  full  report  made  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner, and  hereto  annexed. 

From  this  report  i%  will  be  seen  that  the  walls  of  the 
main  building  and  the  connecting  wings  are  nearly  finished, 
and  the  roof  nearly  completed,  which,  when  done,  carries 
forward  the  work  as  far  as  it  was  intended  to  do  under  that 
appropriation.  The  report  also  shows  that  it  will  be  nec- 
essary, to  complete  the.  buildings  and  make  them  avcila- 
ble,  and  to  sustain  the  institution  for  the  coming  two  years, 
for  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  j  sixty -five  thousand  dollai's  to  be  used 
the  coining  year,  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  llhe,  year  thereaf- 
ter, making  an  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollars  more 
for  the  ensuing  two  years  than  was  appropriated  for  the 
past  two  years ;  but  would  not  prudence  and  economy  dic- 
tate that  after  so  much  has  already  been  expended,  a  suffi- 
cient sum  should  be  appropriated  to  make  the  buildings 
available  as  soon  as  practicable  ? 

Michigan,  considering  her  age,  stands  foremost  among " 
her  sister  States  for  her  liberality  in  making  provision  for 
the  education  of  all  classes  of  her  seeing  and  hearing  chil- 
dren, and  she  has  heretofore  made  liberal  grants  for  aid  to 
the  deaf  mute,  and  the  blind. 

This  Board,  therefore,  with  great  confidence,  expect  that 
your  honorable  body  will  make  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the  buildings  and  to  sustain  the  Institu- 
tions for  the  ensuing  two  years. 

It  is  seldom  that  provision  is  made  in  the  same  institu- 
tion for  the  education  of  deaf  mutes  and  of  the  blind. 
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There  may  be  objections  to  the  mingling  of  the  two 
classes  ;  but  we  believe  the  Principal,  Matron  and  teachers 
have  as  yet  succeeded  well  in  surmounting  the  difficulties 
(if  any)  incident  thereto ;  and  if  this  Institution  succeeds 
in  thus  educating  the  two  classes,  it  can  be  done  at  much 
less  expense  than  in  two  separate  institutions. 

For  the  manner  of  conducting  the  schools  in  the  different 
departments,  the  divisions  of  classes,  nuoaber  of  pupils, 
branches  taught  and  for  much  other  valuable  and  interest- 
ing information  in  regard  to  the  education  of  the  pupils^ 
and  the  general  interests  of  the  Asylum,  the  Board  would 
refer  to  the  very  able  report  of  Rev.  B.  M.  Fay,  Principal 
of  the  Asylum,  which  report  is  hereto  annexed. 

It  is  believed  by  the  Board  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
pupils  demand  that  they  should  not  only  have  the  mind  as 
thoroughly  educated  as  their  unfortunate  condition  will 
permit,  for  the  time  they  may  remain  in  the  institution ; 
but  that  each  one  should,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  taught 
some  method  of  obtaining  by  honest  industry  a  livelihood. 
Especially  is  this  necessary  for  the  blind  pupils.  In  other 
similar  institutions,  this  latter  class  is  taught  to  manufac- 
ture wagons,  baskets,  paper  boxes,  &c.,  and  some  of  them 
to  weave  mats  and  carpets,  and  to  make  many  other  useful 
articles.  The  Board  fully  agree  with  the  views  of  the 
Principal,  as  contained  in  his  report,  as  to  the  necessity  of 
having  the  pupils  learn  some  trade  or  handicraft,  and  re- 
gret exceedingly  their  inability,  in  consequence  of  the  want 
of  room,  to  make  any  provision  by  which  the  pupils  can 
learn  a  trade  ;  nor  can  this  evil  be  remedied  until  a  portion 
of  the  main  building  and  wings  are  completed,  and  the 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  put  in  operation;  so 
that  the  basement  of  the  school-wing,  now  occupied  for 
store-rooms,  culinary  purposes,  &c.,  may  be  converted  into 
workshops,  as  intended  by  the  Board. 

Until  these  things  are  done,  the  pupils  are  losing  an  im- 
portant part  of  their  education.    They  should  go  from  this 
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iDstitution,  ProvicleDce  permittiDg — eelf-reliant — feeling 
fully  competent  to  obtain  by  their  own  hands,  and  by  their 
own  perseverance  and  industry,  an  honest  livelihood — 
unwilling  thcit  the  State,  after  making  provision  for  their 
education  in  the  Institution,  should  thereafter  be  compelled 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  contribute  anything  further 
to  their  support.  They  should  go  out  from  this  Institution 
with  well-formed  habits  of  industry,  properly  directed — 
tben  will  they  be  prepared  to  encounter  successfully  the 
ordinary  difficulties  of  life,  and  to  support  themselves  with- 
out any  further  charge  to  State. 

Without  the  appropriation  asked  for,  and  so  much  needed, 
the  designs  of  the  Institution  can  only  be  carried  out  in 
part,  and  that  part  only  extended  to  a  limited  number  of 
pupils  ;  for  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Principal, 
that  there  are  at  present  more  pupils  in  the  Institution 
than  can  by  comfortably  accommodated  ;  and  should  others 
now  apply  for  admission,  he  thinks  they  should  be  rejected 
until  more  room  is  prepared  in  the  Institution.  The  Board 
would  urge  these  views  and  facts  as  additional  reasons  why 
the  appropriations  asked  for,  should  be  granted. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  original  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  public  buildings  have  usually  proved  to 
be  far  short  of  the  amount  actually  expended.  It  will  be 
seen,  however,  from  the  report  of  the  acting  Commissioner, 
that  in  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  Asjlum  Build- 
ingp,  it  is  intended  to  keep  within  the  estimates  originally 
made,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  expense  in  changing 
the  plan  of  the  buildings  is  about  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Economy  and  utility,  as  well  as  architectural  taste,  have 
been  the  study  of  the  acting  Commissioner  ;  and  the  Bo  jrd 
invite  the  closest  scrutiny  into  the  manner  the  money  of 
the  public  has  been  expended,  as  well  as  an  examination  of 
the  vouchers  rendered. 

In  closing  this  report,  the  Board  deem  it  their  duty  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  general  good  management  of  the 
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pupils  in  tho  Institution.  They  believe  that  the  Principal 
and  his  lady,  and  the  teachers  connected  with  the  Asylum, 
are  all  engaged  with  unwearied  zeal  in  promoting  the  moral 
as  well  as  the  intellectual  growth  of  these  unfortunate 
classes  committed  to  their  care,  and  that  the  morals  and 
intellect  are  well  cared  for  here,  and  their  growth  as 
healthy  and  rapid  as  at  any  other  similar  institution. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  PIERSON, 
JAS.  B.  WALBER, 
JOHN  P.  LeBOY, 

Board  of  Trustees, 

December  1, 1858. 
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COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  (he  Michigan  Asylum  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind: 

Although  having  submitted  to  you,  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1858,  a  report  of  the  commencement  and  pro- 
gress of  the  main  building  and  connecting  wings  of  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  yet,  as  the 
last  appropriation  was  made  nearly  two  years  since,  and 
was  to  be  expended,  a  part  during  the  year  1857,  and  a 
pdrt  during  the  year  1858,  it  seems  proper  that  a  report 
that  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  newly  elected  Governor,  and 
also  to  the  newly  elected  Legislature,  should  contain  a  fnll 
history  of  the  commencement  and  progress  of  the  work 
for  which  the  appropriation  was  made,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  expended. 

As  reported  January  1st,  1858,  "Upon  commencing  the 
erection  of  the  main  building  for  said  Asylum,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  visit  the  New  York  institution  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  which  had  been  recently  finished 
upon  a  plan  similar  to  the  one  upon  which  ours  was  to  be 
erected. 

'*  Upon  visiting  said  Institution,  it  was  found  that  a  base- 
ment was  finished  under  the  whole  building,  which  was  so 
used  and  occupied  as  to  render  it  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  building,  as  without  it  there  would  be  no  place  for 
bath-rooms,  washing-rooms,  ironing  and  drying  rooms, 
store-rooms,  &c.,  and  that,  for  many  other  purposes,  room 
could  be  procured  ia  that  way  at  much  less  expense  than 
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in  any  other  way.  It  wfis,  therefore,  decided  so  to  ch?»nge 
the  original  plan  as  to  put  a  basement  under  the  whole 
bulldij-ig.  It  was  also  found  necessary  to  increase  the 
thickness  of  that  portion  of  the  outside  >ralls  in  which 
were  to  be  constructed  heating  and  ventilating  flues." 

These  changes  in  the  original  plan,  although  considera- 
bly increasing  the  expense  of  the  building,  v^ero  deemed 
entirely  indispensable  in  order  to  have  the  building,  when 
completed,  answer  fully  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. These  changes  in  the  original  plan  increased  the 
expense  of  that  portion  of  the  building  erected  in  1857, 
about  13,000,  and  that  portion  erected  in  1858,  about 
$4,000. 

The  estimated  increase  of  expense  growing  out  of  these 
changes  in  finishing  the  building  hereafter,  is  $2,000 — 
making  the  whole  increase  of  expense  $9,000. 

Excavations  were  commenced  as  early  as  practicable  in 
the  spring  of  1857,  and  the  walls  carried  to  a  level  with 
the  second  story  floor  during  that  year.  The  work  was 
resumed  as  early  as  the  weather  would  permit  in  1858,  and 
is  now  nearly  completed,  so  far  as  it  was  expected  that  the 
appropriation  would  complete  it;  that  is,  to  erect  the  walls 
of  the  main  building,  and  the  connecting  wings,  and  put 
on  the  roof; 

The  appropriation  of  ^75,000,  made  in  February,  1857,  - 
was  based  upon  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  the 
walls  of  the  main  building  and  the  connecting  wings,  and 
putting  on  the  roof;  of  furniture,  fencing,  &c.;  of  carrying 
on  the  Institution  two  years;  paying  for  land  already  pur- 
chased, and  to  pay  an  arrearage  for  money  advanced  by 
the  Acting  Commissioner,  and  which  had  not  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury. 

By  reference  to  the  annexed  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditures,  it  will  be  seen  that  only  §70,315  87  of  that 
appropriation  have  been  drawn.  The  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation, $4,684  13,  being  retained  to  cancel  the  amount 
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overdrawD,  and  reported  iLe  previous  year,  to  cum  plate 
the  ecbool  wiug,  thus  leavio^  the  amount  to  be  used  for 
building;  purposes  nearly  $5,000  00  less  than  the  estimate, 
while  the  change  of  plan  has  increased  the  expense  thus 
far  $7,000  00,  leaving  a  deficiency,  according  to  the  esti-  \ 
mate,  of  about  $12,000  00.  But  by  strict  economy,  and  a 
favorable  change  in  the  price  of  labor,  lumber  and  provis- 
ions, the  vrork  estimated  according  to  the  plan  has  been 
done  about  $5,000  00  below  the  e3timat»\  lo  w'-iir  h^  <r'^n- 
al  deficiency  ouly  about  $7,000  00. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  'Trusteea  of  the  Mich- 
igan State  Asylum"  for  the  year  1855  and  1856,  it  will  be 
Been  that  the  estimated  cost  of  the  buildings  for  the  Asy- 
lums for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  including  gas 
pipe  and  plumbing,  was  $150,000  00.  Of  that  amount, 
$30,500  00  was  then  reported  as  having  been  expended  in 
completing  the  school  wing.  Of  the  amount  expended 
eince  that  time,  about  $46,500  00  is  chargeable  to  building 
account,  making  the  whole  amount  expended  in  building 
np  to  the  present  time  $77,000  00,  leaving  of  the  estimated 
expense  of  the  buildings,  accordiug  to  the  plan,  $73,000  00, 
with  which  I  think  the  buildings  can  be  completed,  al- 
though the  expense  has  been  increased  $9,000  00  by  the 
change  of  plan,  unless  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the 
price  of  labor  and  material,  and  if  the  amount  should  be 
appropriated  so  as  to  complete  the  buildings  during  the 
two  coming  years. 

By  reference  to  the  game  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
expense  of  the  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus  was  esti- 
mated at  $15,000  00. 

Should  the  Legislature  make  the  appropriation  necessary 
to  complete  the  buildings  in  two  years,  and  make  one-half 
of  the  amount  available  the  first  year,  a  sufiicient  portion 
of  the  new  building  might  be  completed  during  the  first 
year  to  accommodate  one  hundred  additional  pupils.  But 
in  order  to  make  that  available,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
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put  the  heatiog  and  ventilating  apparatus  into  a  portion, 
and  to  do  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  the  $15,000 
available  the  first  year. 

To  carry  on  the  Institution  two  years,  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Principal,  Matron  and  Teacher,  and  purchase  the 
furniture,  beds,  bedding,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  increased 
number  of  pupils,  and  to  pay  other  necessary  expenses, 
$27,000  00  is  a  low  estimate ;  but  at  the  present  price  of 
provisions  I  think  it  maybe  done. 

It  will  be  necessary,  then,  in  order  to  do  the  work  the 
most  economically  and  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
penditure at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  for  the  Leg- 
islature to  appropriate  $65,000  00  to  be  used  in  the  ye^r 
1859,  and  $50,000  00  to  be  used  in  the  year  1860.  ' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  WALKER. 

Acting  Commissioner, 

Flint,  Nov.  30,  1858. 


SCHEDULE  A. 


Statements  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Michigan 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  aiid  Dumb  and  the  Blinds  for  the 
years  1857  and  1858. 

Paid  balance  as  reported  due  from  State,  Janu- 
ary 1, 1857,  and  vouchers  for  which  were  then 


filed  with  Auditor  General,  $  1,143  61 

Paid  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  for  land, . .  5,545  78 

"    for  recording  deed  of  same,    1  00 

"   balance  for  cornice  in  school  wing,   662  20 

Paid  for  brick,   11,628  43 

"     mason  work,   13,285  85 

"     carpenter  and  joiner  work,   6,478  51 

"     labor,   2,446  91 

team  work   3,289  88 

"     lumber,   4,559  16 

"     stone  sills,  belt,   1,595  01 

"     freight  on  stones,  iron,  nails,  sheet  lead, 

oils,  paints,  glass,  &c.,                . . .  1,003  40 

"     field  stones,  '^i^  .-.  l  ; . . ,  180  17 

"     hardware,  sheet  lead,  tin  and  tinning, .  1,902  45 

"     iron  work  and  blacksmithing,   957  22 

"     oil,  paints  and  glass,   564  88 

"     painting  and  glazing,   356  28 

"     tackle  blocks,   30  07 

"     scafi'old  poles,   82  75 

"     hydraulic  rams,  pipe,  dam,  &c.,   519  73 

"     sawing  fence  posts,  rails,  &c.,   129  64 

making  board  and  picket  fence,   114  56 
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Paid  for  three  gates,   $11  25 

"     sash,   7  20 

incidental  expenses  of  Institution,   7,953  36 

"     horse,  byggy,  harness  and  cutter,   253  00 

"     \Yagon,   35  00 

three  cowe,   80  00 

sows  and  pigs,   32  25 

plow,   12  50 

**     insurance  on  school  wing,   500  00 

"     physician,   115  00 

piano  fort^,,   350  00 

cover,   10  50 

"     tuning  piano  forte,   11  00 

"     map,   10  00 

"     furniture,  beds  and  bedding,   849  95 

"     slate  and  roofing, . "   1,673  98 

water  lime,   88  00 

Paid  salary  of  Principal,   2,000  CO 

of  Matron,   600  00 

of  Teachers,   1,654  61 

Paid  traveling  expenses  of  B.  M.  Fay,   46  10 

"    salary  of  Acting  Commissioner,   1,400  00 

"    traveling  expenses  of  Commissioner,   341  93 

"    B.  Pierson,  time  and  expenses  as  Trustee,  226  70 

J.  P.  LoRoy,    "          "               "  209  70 

"    clothing,  &c.,  for  destitute  pupils,   292  21 

"    postage  and  for  envelopes,   7  30 

**   for  printing  blank  receipts,   7  50 

"    for  wheel  barrows,   14  00 


Total,  $75,174  53 

Amount  rec'd  from  Asylum  Fund,.  .$70,315  87 
General    "     . .    2,138  74 

Total,  .$72,454  61 


Balance  due  from  State,   $2,719  92 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL, 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen: — The  following  record  of  the  progress  made 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
Institutic  under  your  care,  is  respectfully  submitted: 

My  last  biennial  report  contained  the  names  of  seventy- 
six  pupils — fifty-six  deaf  and  dumb,  and  twenty  blind* 
The  whole  number  in  attendance,  since  that  time,  is  one 
hundred  and  eleven — seventy-four  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
thirty-seven  blind.  Their  names  will  be  found  in  the  ap- 
pendix of  this  report.  Ninety  has  been  the  largest  num- 
ber in  attendance  at  any  one  time. 

The  whole  number  connected  with  the  Institution,  from 
its  commencement  in  1854,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  —eighty-seven  deaf  and  dumb,  and  forty-one  blind. 

Our  deaf  and  dumb  pupils  are  divided  into  three  classes. 
The  first  is  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  those  who  en- 
tered the  Asylum  in  May,  1856.  It  so  happened  that  a 
larger  number  of  these  than  is  usual  were  about  the  right 
age — from  ten  to  fifteen — to  commence  their  education. 
Their  improvement  has  been  rapid,  and  exceedingly  grati- 
fying to  their  teachers  and  their  parents.  They  have 
written  letters  to  their  friends  at  home,  which,  though  by 
no  means  free  from  grammatical  errors,  have  elicited  in 
return,  from  family  relatives,  the  most  ardent  expressions 
of  surprise  and  gratitude.  None  but  the  families  from 
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which  these  children  come,  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
joyful  emotions  with  which  the  first  really  intelligent  com- 
munication is  received  from  a  beloved  mute  child.  Ex- 
ceedingly rare  are  the  instances  in  which  there  is  any  such 
communication  from  a  deaf  mute  son  or  daughter,  before 
these  come  to  the  Institution  to  be  educated.  Prior  to 
this,  all  interchange  of  ideas  is  through  the  language  of 
gestures,  which,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent,  are  of 
rather  doubtful  signification  in  the  home  circle. 

This  class  has  been,  during  the  past  year,  and  is  still 
taught  by  Mr.  William  L.  M.  Breg,  of  whose  qualifications 
and  success  as  a  teacher,  what  was  said  in  a  former  report 
is  here  re-affirmed.  Previous  to  his  connection  with  our 
Asylum,  he  had  been  under  instruction  in  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  and  had  acquired  a 
superior  education  for  one  who  has  been  deaf  from  birth. 

Our  second  class  is  composed  mostly  of  those  who  are 
too  far  advanced  in  age  to  make  speedy  progress  in  the 
acquisition  of  written  language.  But  they  have  seemed 
to  appreciate  the  importance  of  improving  the  means  af- 
forded them,  and  have  accomplished  as  much  as  could 
reasonably  have  been  expected. 

This  class  has  been  taught  by  Miss  Bella  H.  Ransom, 
who,  with  unwearied  industry,  patience  and  perseverance, 
is  doing  the  utmost  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils. 
Previous  to  becoming  deaf,  she  had  enjoyed  the  highest 
advantages  of  education,  and  had  so  far  progressed  that 
her  deafness  has  not  been,  and  will  not  be,  any  impediment 
to  her  own  intellectual  improvement. 

The  third  class  is  composed  partly  of  those  who,  from 
deficiency  of  intellect,  have  in  previous  sessions  fallen  in 
the  rear  of  the  first  and  second  classes,  and  partly  of  those 
who  have  more  recently  come  to  the  institution. 

This  class  is  taught  by  Mr.  Jacob  L.  Green,  who  has 
quite  recently  entered  on  his  duties  in  the  Asylum,  and 
has  the  art  of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb  yet  to  ac- 
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quire,  as  all  teachers  have  acquired  it  by  practically 
engaging  in  teaching.  He  comes  to  us  recommended  by 
the  President  and  Professors  of  the  State  University,  and 
engages  in  the  work  with  enthusiastic  ardor,  and  with  the 
intention  of  making  it  his  permanent  occupation. 

Erroneous  views  are  entertained  by  many  persons  with 
reference  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  Because  our  pupils  are  so  very  ignorant  when 
they  commence  to  learn  in  the  institution,  it  is  inferred 
that  very  little  education  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  ;  that  if  oae  knows  the  manual  alphabet,  and  can 
make  signs  so  as  to  be  understood  by  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
he  is  qualified  to  become  a  teacher.  But  a  deaf  mute  him- 
self may  know  all  this  without  being  able  to  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  a  single  written  word  ;  and  is  he  qualified 
to  become  the  teacher  of  others  ?  The  manual  alphabet 
and  gestures  are  only  the  tools  employed,  and  Worthless 
at  that,  except  when  used  by  a  thoroughly  disciplined  and 
educated  mind. 

But  these  false  views  arise  from  not  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  teaching  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  When  these  first  come  to  the  institution,  with 
few  exceptions,  their  minds  are  a  perfect  blank — the  intel- 
lect having  from  birth  been  nearly  dormant,  is  almost 
incapable  of  exercising  its  powers.  In  this  respect  it  is 
with  the  mind  as  with  the  body.  When  the  limbs  and 
muscles  have  remained  motionless,  in  the  same  posture, 
for  years,  they  become  useless  to  their  possessor.  Though 
in  other  respects  in  perfect  health,  he  has  lost  the  power 
of  locomotion. 

Now  it  requires  the  greatest  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  to  awaken  and  successfully  cultivate  these  dormant 
powers  of  the  intellect. 

The  anomalies  of  the  English  language — every  rule  hav- 
ing exceptions — and  the  grammatical  structure  of  senten- 
ces present  to  the  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  difficulties 
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which,  it  sometimes  seems  to  him,  nothiog  short  of  a  mira- 
cle can  ever  surmount.  It  is  not,  however,  pertinent  to 
the  object  of  this  report,  to  go  into  an  analysis  of  these 
difficulties.  They  are  so  numerous  and  intricate  that,  fully 
to  discuss  them,  would  require  pages  enough  to  make  a 
volume  ;  and  none  but  those  who  have  had  experience  in 
teaching  deaf  mutes,  can,  by  any  means,  appreciate  these 
difficulties. 

The  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  must  know,  not  mere- 
ly how  to  speak  and  write  according  to  grammatical  rulesr 
but  must  have  a  scientific  knowledge  of  the  structure  of 
sentences,  and  understand  the  philosophy  of  language. 
He  mjist  have  inventive  faculties,  that  he  may  be  able  to 
originate  illustrative  sentences.  This,  in  fact,  is  his  one 
great  business  in  the  school  room.  Not  having  books,  as 
do  teachers  of  other  schools,  with  questions  and  answers 
made  ready  for  use — the  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
more  than  any  and  all  other  teachers,  must  rely  on  his  own 
resources.  He  must  have  a  fertile  imagination,  that  his 
illustrations  may  be  to  the  point.  For  instance  :  a  large 
portion  of  Scripture  truth  is  conveyed  to  us  in  figurative 
language  ;  and  such  language  is  found  everywhere,  even  in 
the  ordinary  conversation  of  daily  life.  But  there  are  no 
figurative  signs  corresponding  to  this  in  the  natural  lan- 
guage of  the  deaf  and  dumb.  And  none  but  a  master  of 
the  profession  will  ever  make  such  language  intelligible  to 
his  pupils. 

He  must  be  able  to  simplify  subjects  the  most  intricate^ 
and  make  abstract  words  and  phrases  easy  of  comprehen- 
sion. 

The  unfortunate  condition  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
the  numerous  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  acquiring  writ- 
ten language,  certainly  demand  that  they  be  placed  under 
competent  instructors.  It  is  only  such  teachers  that  will 
secure  the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  pupils,  and  have 
that  ascendency  over  their  minds  by  which  order  will  be 
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maintained  in  the  school-room  and  in  the  daily  routine  of 
supervision  out  of  school  hours. 

Those  who  have  had  long  experience  in  this  wcrk,  men, 
too,  of  the  highest  qualifications  in  every  respect,  when 
they  had  accomplished  all  they  could  for  their  pupils 
through  the  entire  course  of  their  education,  have  deeply 
lamented  that  after  all  is  done,  only  a  few  have  acquired  a 
correct  use  of  language.  Shall  we  then  commit  the  in- 
struction of  the  deaf  and  dumb  to  uneducated  men? 

A  few  of  the  best  educated  deaf  mutes  are  capable  of 
teaching  others  in  the  early  stages  of  instruction,  but  are 
not,  with  few  exceptions,  competent  to  instruct  a  class 
through  the  full  course.  From  eight  to  ten  of  the  teach- 
ers now  employed  in  the  American  Asylum,  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  are  men  of  liberal  education,  who  have  grad- 
uated in  the  highest  institutions  of  learning.  About  the 
same  number  of  such  teachers  are  employed  in  the  New 
York  Institution,  and  a  like  proportion  in  the  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  other  Institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  These 
are  men  who  are  competent  to  occupy  a  high  rank  in  any 
of  the  learned  professions.  Some  of  those  who  have  for- 
merly been  teachers  in  these  Institutions,  are  now  Presi- 
dents and  Professors  of  Colleges  and  Theological  Semina- 
j  ies.  These  men  are  alluded  to  in  this  connection  merely 
to  show  that  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb  is  not  estimated, 
by  those  best  capable  of  judging,  the  mere  a  b  c  sort  of 
work,  which  some  erroneously  suppose  it  to  be. 

The  Blind  department  of  the  Institution,  since  my  last 
report,  has  been  conducted  with  highly  gratifying  success. 
The  course  of  study  has  been  nearly  the  same  as  in  former 
years.  The  blind  pupils  have  been  taught  orthography 
and  the  definition  of  words,  history,  geography,  grammar, 
arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  writing,  and  readiug  by  their 
ficgers  such  books  as  are  prepared  in  raised  print  for  their 
especial  use. 

There  is  no  branch  of  learning  which  may  not  be  taught 
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to  a  blind  person,  and  no  limit  to  the  extent  they  may 
reach  in  any  department  of  science  or  mathematics,  ex- 
cept that  which  pertains  to  all  finite  minds.  But  that 
which  most  interests  visitors  to  the  blind  department  of 
our  school,  is  the  surprising  facility  with  which  they  read 
the  Bible,  and  other  books  in  raised  letters,  by  'the  sense 
of  touch. 

The  parents  of  some  of  our  blind  pupils  have  informed 
me  that,  during  the  vacation,  their  houses  were  thronged 
for  days  and  weeks  with  people  who  came  from  far  and 
near  to  hear  these  blind  children  read. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  added  to  our  library  of 
embossed  books  the  "  Encyclopedia  for  the  Blind,"  in  eight 
volumes.  We  have  also  purchased  a  map  of  the  United 
States,  prepared  in  relief  for  the  blind. 

All  school  apparatus  for  the  blind,  including  books,  maps, 
and  slates,  are  so  prepared  that  the  fingers  perform  the 
office  of  the  eyes. 

Those  of  the  pupils  who  have  attended  to  writing,  have 
succeeded  to  such  an  extent  that  they  are  able  to  carry  on 
their  own  epistolary  correspondence  without  the  aid  of  an 
amanuensis. 

Various  kinds  of  apparatus  have  been  devised,  to  be 
used  by  the  blind  in  writing,  but  we  have  not,  as  yet,  in- 
troduced any  of  these  into  our  Institution,  the  pupils  hav- " 
ing  succeeded  so  well  without  such  aids  as  to  supercede 
their  necessity.  They  lay  their  paper  on  a  card  of  paste- 
board prepared  with  grooves,  to  enable  them  to  write  in 
straight  lines,  using  a  lead  pencil  instead  of  pen  and  ink; 
but  with  these  exceptions,  their  writing  materials  differ  in 
no  respect  from  those  in  ordinary  use  by  seeing  persons. 

Music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  has  formed  an  im- 
portant part  of  daily  instruction.  Some  one  of  the  pupils 
is  taking  lessons  or  practicing  on  the  piano  every  hour  in 
the  day;  all  are  assembled  five  times  in  the  week  for  in- 
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strnction  and  practice  of  secular  music — consistiog  of  glees 
and  choruses — and  twice  a  week  for  sacred  music. 

A  brass  band  was  formed,  near  the  close  of  last  term, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Lawrence  D.  Taylor,  the 
teacher  of  music  in  the  Institution,  to  whom  is  due  the 
credit  of  all  the  success  which  has  been  attained  in  the 
musical  department  of  the  Institution.  The  Institution  is 
very  much  in  need  of  another  piano. 

The  number  of  blind  pupils  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  last  spring  that  it  became  necessary  to  employ  an- 
other teacher  in  the  intellectual  department,  and  Miss 
Harriet  L.  Seymour  was  appointed,  who  has  proved  to  be 
in  every  respect  qualiiSed  for  the  station  she  occupies,  and 
we  deem  it  exceedingly  fortunate  for  the  institution  that 
we  were  enabled  to  secure  her  services.  To  her  patient 
and  persevering  efforts  is  to  be  ascribed  the  remarkable 
proficiency  our  blind  pupils  have  made  in  learning  to 
write. 

As  we  have  no  rooms  or  shops  that  can  be  occupied  for 
any  handicraft  or  trade,  the  older  male  deaf  mutes  are  em- 
ployed as  much  as  possible,  when  not  in  school,  in  doing 
chores  about  the  establishment,  and  have  worked  in  the 
field  during  the  season  for  planting  and  hoeing. 

The  girls  are  employed  in  washing  dishes,  making  beds, 
sweeping,  ironing  and  sewing. 

It  is  deemed  highly  important  that  our  pupils  form  hab- 
its of  industry  and  self-reliance,  so  that  when  their  term 
of  instruction  in  the  Asylum  is  ended,  they  may  not  de- 
pend on  the  charity  of  others  for  maintenance.  Of  those 
^vho  have  been  educated  at  older  institutions  in  other 
States,  it  has  been  found  that  a  large  proportion,  by  their 
own  unaided  efforts  at  some  honest  and  honorable  occupa- 
tion, have  been  able  to  obtain  a  competent  support,  and  a 
few  have  become  wealthy.  But  those  who  have  had  the 
charge  of  their  education,  have  deeply  lamented  to  hear 
that  certain  individuals  of  them  were  strolling  about  the 
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country,  peddling  deaf  and  dumb  alphabets,  exhibiting 
deaf  mute  pantomime,  sometimes  even  permitted  to  pre- 
sent from  cliurcli  pulpits  on  the  Sabbath,  specimens  of 
preaching  in  the  language  of  signs,  and  in  various  ways 
securing  r  maintenance  by  appealing  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  community.  And  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  two  who  had 
been  pupils  in  this  Institution,  have  adopted  a  method  of 
begging  for  a  living.  The  mode  of  procedure  in  the  case 
of  each  of  them  has  been  to  find  some  kind  friend  to  write 
and  another  to  print  a  little  book,  which  it  would  take 
about  eight  minutes  to  read  through,  purporting  to  be  a 
kind  of  autobiography.  With  an  abundant  supply  of 
these  little  books,  they  ride  back  and  forth  in  the  cars, 
traverse  the  streets  of  populous  cities,  are  found  at  Agri- 
cultural fairs,  and  other  places  where  are  throngs  of  people, 
selling  their  little  books  at  one  shilling  each.  The  book 
announces  to  tliose  to  whom  it  is  offered  for  sale,  that  be- 
sides the  misfortune  ot  being  a  deaf  mute,  the  author  is 
also  in  exceedingly  ill  health,  or  has  lost  the  use  of  an  eye, 
&c.,  as  an  additional  appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  the  pur- 
chaser. The  plea  of  ill  health  in  relation  to  one  of  the 
individuals  is  true;  but  is  there  not  a  better  way  of  be- 
stowing charity  on  one  who  i=i  both  poor  and  sick  ?  Very 
few  to  whom  the  book  is  offered  hesitate  about  the  shilling, 
and  often  a  larger  coin  is  given  without  waiting  to  receive 
the  balance  of  change,  so  that  one  of  these  individuals,  I' 
am  informed,  has  already  realized  in  this  way  the  snug 
little  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Now,  is  it  best,  on  the  whole,  to  encourage  such  a  pro- 
cedure, by  contributing  to  it?  If  one  deaf  mute  ma}^ 
amass  a  fortune  in  this  way,  why  not  all?  only  that  too 
much  competition  would  spoil  the  trade,  for,  of  these  ni:- 
fortunate  persons,  all  have  about  an  equal  claim  to  symj>;i- 
thy.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  all  to  understand,  tb*^  fc 
having  received  their  education  through  the  bounty  of  tho 
State,  they  are  afterwards  to  maintain  themselves  by  hon- 
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est  industry.  One  of  the  individuals  referred  to,  l^^ft  the 
Asylum,  where  she  was  supported  by  the  State,  when 
about  half  through  her  course  of  instruction,  to  engage  in 
this  money- making  business.  ^ 

There  is  a  fraud  on  the  face  of  these  little  books.  They 
purport  to  have  been  written  by  those  who  carry  and  offer 
them  for  sale.  But  neither  of  these  persons  wrote  a  single 
sentence  of  their  respective  books,  not  being  sufficiently 
educated  to  write  such  sentences. 

Another  fact  the  community  should  be  aware  of,  viz: 
that  the  shillings  so  bountifully  contributed  are  not  all 
appropriated  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  deaf  mute  girls, 
but  a  large  share  to  the  support  of  a  certain  near  family 
relative  who  is  generally  lound  along  in  company,  and  by 
whom  the  whole  scheme  was  originated  and  is  carried  to 
such  successful  results. 

It  is  hoped  that  Superintendents  of  railroads  will  not 
continue  to  grant  free  passes  to  this  kind  of  travelers,  and 
that  the  community  will  not,  by  their  benevolent  but  inju- 
rious contributions,  encourage  so  evil  an  example. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  of  our  blind  pupils  have,  as  yet. 
to  much  extent,  undertaken  similar  means  of  raising  funds, 
but  tliose  educated  in  other  institutions  have  done  so.  and 
proceeding  on  the  maxim  that  "  an  ounce  of  prevention  is 
v/orth  a  pound  of  cure,"  we  wish  to  quote  from  the  last 
annual  report  of  Dr.  Samuel  G-.  Howe,  Director  of  the 
Mariiachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind.  In  reference  to  the 
subject  under  consideration,  he  says: 

"  It  has  always  been  part  of  our  system  to  give  to  music 
a  prominent  place  in  our  course  of  instruction. 

"  The  same  policy  has  been  observed  in  most  of  the  kin- 
dred schools  in  the  United  States,  so  that  there  are  now  a 
considerable  number  of  blind  persons  who  have  taught 
vocal  and  instrumental  music.  Some  of  them,  having  nat- 
ural gifts,  have  by  great  diligence  attained  considerable 
skill,  and  lead  useful  lives  as  organists,  tuners  of  pianos,  or 
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teachers  of  music.  In  this  way  the  debt  to  the  public  is 
partially  repaid. 

Like  most  good  things,  however,  this  general  education 
of  the  blind,  and  especially  their  instruction  in  music,  is 
liable  to  abuse,  and  it  is  sometimes  followed  by  an  evil 
which  will  continue  some  time,  and  then  probably  correct 
itself.  The  generous  gift  of  music  made  by  the  public  to 
the  blind,  is  sometimes  met  with  an  ungrateful  return;  as 
when  the  public  is  pestered  by  strolling  bands  of  blind 
musicians,  who  have  no  especial  talent  but  that  of  assu- 
rance, and  who  take  advantage  of  the  ready  sympathy 
which  their  infirmity  excites,  and  get  money  for  music 
which  is  so  poor  that  it  would  hardly  be  listened  to,  cer- 
tainly not  paid  for,  if  perpetrated  by  ordinary  persons. 

"  There  may  be  some  strollers  who  really  merit  attention 
and  encouragement  as  public  performers,  but  they  must 
be  very  rare  exceptions.  Some,  too,  may  be  driven  into 
this  pursuit  by  what  seems  stern  necessity,  and  they  are 
to  be  pitied.  But,  for  the  most  part,  they  are  persons  dis- 
inclined to  regular  and  industrious  occupation — persons  of 
idle  habits,  who  love  to  rove  about  and  frequent  taverns — 
who  delight  to  excite  attention  in  villages,  and  be  the  ob- 
ject of  public  interest.  The  life  they  lead  is  necessarily 
demoralizing  to  themselves,  and  worse  than  useless  to 
others.  Blind  persons,  especially  young  women,  who  re-, 
spect  themselves  and  regard  the  class  to  which  they  be- 
long, will  shrink  from  a  course  which  is  hardly  better  than 
licensed  beggary. 

"  Such  strolling  bands  should  seldom  be  encouraged  by 
the  public.  The  money  which  is  given  from  a  feeling  of 
sympathy,  can  seldom  be  of  real  use,  for  the  strollers  can- 
not long  earn  a  living  by  such  a  course.  They  must  go 
from  place  to  place,  and  depend  on  the  interest  excited  by 
the  novelty  of  the  exhibition;  and,  when  this  is  over,  they 
are  left  worse  off  than  they  were  before,  because  unfitted 
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by  the  demoralizing  nature  of  their  occupation  for  quiet 
and  steady  industry.*' 

In  order  to  convey  to  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  through  you  to  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Members  of  the  Legislature,  some  idea  of  the  exceed- 
ingly crowded  condition  of  the  apartments  we  are  now 
occupying,  permit  me  to  repeat  a  few  words  of  a  commu- 
nication I  have  before  made  to  you  on  this  subject. 

More  than  one  year  ago  "  the  large  room  designated  for 
our  Chapel  services,  was  converted  into  a  dormitory  and 
filled  with  beds.  Consequently,  at  great  inconvenience, 
we  are  obliged  to  crowd  the  pupils  into  one  of  the  school- 
rooms, eighteen  feet  square,  for  morning  and  evening  wor- 
ship, and  for  sabbath  exercises.  The  sleeping  apartments 
are  far  too  full  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  occupants. 
In  the  dining-room,  every  foot  of  space  is  occupied.  All 
the  rooms  used  for  cooking,  washing,  ironing,  &c.,  are 
so  crowded  as  exceedingly  to  embarras  domestic  opera- 
tions." 

Owing  to  the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence,  we  have 
been  remarkably  exempt,  thus  far,  from  sickness  in  the  In- 
stitution ;  but  should  we  be  visited  with  contagious  dis- 
ease, in  our  present  crowded  condition,  it  wc  uld  be  a  fear- 
ful exposure  of  health  and  life  to  all  the  inmates  of  the 
establishment. 

We  have,  as  yet,  received  all  who  have  applied  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Asylum,  because  no  authority  has  been  giv- 
en by  your  Board  to  exclude  any.  But  we  cannot  possibly 
admit  any  more  pupils  till  we  have  more  room,  and  I  hope 
that  at  your  next  meeting  you  will  pass  a  resolution  by 
which  I  shall  be  authorized  to  reject  all  future  applications 
till  we  get  possession  of  some  part  of  the  new  building. 

As  the  walls  of  our  entire  Asylum  Buildings,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  one  designed  for  culinary  purposes, 
dining-room  and  chapel,  are  now  laid,  and  it  is  expected 
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the  roofs  will  be  covered  in  a  few  weeks,  will  it  not  be 
possible,  with  appropriations  by  the  Legislature  for  that 
purpose,  to  finish  some  part  of  it  ready  to  be  occupied  at 
the  commencement  of  our  next  session,  in  October,  1859? 

This  is  exceedingly  desirable,  not  only  that  many  deaf 
mute  and  bUnd  children  who  will  wish  to  enter  the  Asylum 
at  that  time,  may  be  permitted  to  do  so,  but  also  because 
we  have  no  accommodations  and  can  have  none  in  our  pres- 
ent situation,  for  teaching  trades  to'our  pupils. 

Nearly  five  years,  the  whole  time  since  our  school  was 
opened,  have  already  passed  away,  and  have  been  to  our 
deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  boys,  entirely  lost,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  any  trade  or  handi- 
craft, by  which  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  livelihood  af- 
ter they  shall  have  passed  from  the  care  of  the  State. 

No  appeal  to  a  Michigan  Legislature,  on  behalf  of  these 
unfortunate  children,  has  ever  yet  been  made  in  vain. 
They  have  responded  nobly  to  the  calls  for  aid  ;  have  lib- 
erally appropriated  funds  for  sustaining  the  school  since  it 
went  into  operation,  and  for  completing  one  wing,  and 
erecting  the  walls  of  nearly  all  the  other  buildings  which 
will  be  required  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  the  blind,  during  the  next  quarter  of  a  century.  It 
certainly  cannot  be  doubted,  that  what  previous  Legisla- 
tures have  so  generously  begun  and  successfully  prose- 
cuted thus  far,  the  Legislative  Assembly  soon  to  convene 
will  appropriate  means  to  bring  to  a  termination. 

The  Institution  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  Building  Com- 
missioner, and  to  the  foreman  of  mason  and  joiner  work 
respectively,  for  the  architectural  taste  and  skill  displayed, 
as  well  as  for  the  persevering  and  successful  efforts  made 
in  bringing  the  buildings  to  their  present  state  of  progress. 

Our  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Trustees,  for  their 
friendly  and  zealous  co-operation  in  promoting  the  enter- 
prise in  which  we  are  engaged. 

To  the  Great  Being  of  infinite  wisdom  and  benevolence, 
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we  ascribe  all  the  prosperity  of  the  past,  and  to  Him  com- 
mend the  Institution-,  and  all  connected  with  it,  for  the 


future. 

B,  M.  FAY. 

Flint,  Nov.  10,  1858. 


List  of  Pupils  in  attendance  since  the  publication  of  last 

Beport. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

Names.  County. 

Mary  Alderman,  Oakland. 

Joseph  A.  Armstrong  Van  Buren. 

Laughlin  M.  Armstrong.  Yan  Buren. 

Mary  Armstrong,  Jackson. 

Sarah  Armstrong,  Jackson. 

Joseph  Bair,  St.  Joseph. 

Sarah  J.  Berthelott,  Monroe. 

Samuel  Bigelow,  Newaygo. 

William  Bigelow,  Clinton. 

Malcom  Blue,  ^  Wayne. 

Robert  Bingham,  Jackson. 

Andrew  Bowman,  Oceana. 

Ezra  Bowen,  Washtenaw. 

James  Bradley,  Genesee. 

Emma  A.  Brumfield,  Wayne. 

Samuel  J.  Chubb,  Ottawa. 

Sarah  Chubb,  Ottawa. 

Henrietta  Chubb,  Ottawa. 

Marion  L.  Collins,  Kalamazoo. 

Sarah  H.  Demott,  Lenawee. 

Rachael  DeAmond,  Kalamazoo, 

Sherman  Dickinson,  Newaygo. 

William  Doty,  Saginaw. 

Pluma  J.  Doty,  Lenawee. 

Timothy  Drummond,  Wayne. 
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Names.  County. 

William  Y.  Ellison,  Ionia, 

Mary  E.  Elliott,  Ingham. 

Blspeth  Fairbairn,  Wayne. 

Cory  don  Tales,  Saginaw. 

Amanda  Fleshman,  Macomb. 

Daniel  C.  Fisk,  Monroe. 

William  C.  Gardner,  Washtenaw. 

Adelia  M.  George,  Jackson. 

Cornelia  F.  Grob,  Monroe. 

Lenawee  Harwood,  Lenawee. 

James  H.  Hewitt,   .Eaton. 

Thomas  Higgins,  Genesee. 

Mary  E.  Hildreth,  Eaton. 

George  W.  Holland,  Hillsdale. 

Samuel  Hurd,  Cass. 

Maria  M.  Jones,  Washtenaw. 

Marvin  Kellogg,  Jackson, 

Harriet  Kellogg,  Jackson.  ^ 

Marcus  Kerr,  Jackson, 

Wallace  H.  Krause,  Kalamazoo. 

Cordelia  Lepper,  Lenawee. 

John  LaMonde,  Wayne. 

John  N.  Lowry,  Macomb. 

Mary  McNames,  Lenawee.  - 

Samuel  McCartney,  Midland. 

Elizabeth  Merrill,  ,  Lenawee. 

Susan  Nawlen,  Wayne. 

Jane  Norton,  Livingston. 

Oscar  S.  Phillips,  Oakland. 

Maximo  Pomaville,  Macomb. 

Sarepta  Prouty,  Lenawee. 

Sylvin  Prouty,  Lenawee. 

Adeline  Richmond,  Lapeer. 

William  H.  Rosonkrans,  Washtenaw. 

George  L.  Rose,  Livingston. 
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Names.  County. 

Clarissa  J.  Savage,  Barry. 

Lavina  Sherman,  Tuscola. 

Orson  L.  Shirkey,  St.  Clair. 

George  A.  Silver,  Shiawassee. 

Horace  A.  Snook,  Barry. 

Emma  Sutlief,  Wayne. 

Adelia  R.  Thomas,  Kent. 

James  W.  Thorn,  Washtenaw. 

John  Tracy,  Mackinac. 

Lewis  H.  Van  Valen,  Wayne. 

Lucy  Ann  Yought,  St.  Joseph. 

John  C.  White,  Allegan. 

Almira  C.  Wood,  Lenawee. 

James  Foran,  Ottawa. 

BLIND. 

James  G.  Benedict  Wayne. 

Charles  Blount,  Oakland. 

Beatta  A.  Briggs,  Wayne. 

Abner  W.  Brown,  Calhoun. 

Hugh  Brown,  St.  Clair. 

George  Bullock,  Oakland. 

Charles  A.  Bonney,  Wayne. 

John  Casteline,  Hillsdale. 

Almeda  Cook,  Calhoun. 

John  A.  Crawford,  Wayne. 

Huldah  J.  Fenn,  Washtenaw. 

Joseph  Godhard,  Wayne. 

Anthony  Godhard,  Wayne. 

Cecelia  C.  Gore,  Wayne. 

Mary  Ann  GriflSn,  Wayne. 

Mary  Hoff,  Livingston. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  Cass. 

James  Kershaw,  Barry. 

Frank  Kilbourn,  Calhoun. 

Henry  La  Grave,  Van  Buren. 
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Names.  County. 

Helen  I.  Mani),  Ionia. 

Matilda  Nichols,  Barry. 

Chester  B.  Phillips,  Lenawee. 

Mary  Jane  Pinney,  Monroe. 

James  Priest,  Wayne. 

George  W.  Eeed,  Washtenaw. 

Mary  A.  Eeed,  Washtenaw. 

Charles^E.  Eeed,  Washtenaw. 

Henry  A.  Eeed,  Washtenaw. 

Abagail  Eichardson,  Genesee. 

Eli  Eobinson,  Cass. 

Sarah  J.  Southard,  Shiawassee. 

Amelia  A.  Stearns,  Genesee. 

Margaret  Sullivan,  Wayne. 

Clark  W.  Torrey,  Genesee. 

John  Westley,  Barry, 

Huldah  Wimar,  Lenawee. 

SUMMARY. 

Males.        Females.  Total" 

Deaf  and  dumb,  40         34  74 

Blind,  21         15  37 

Whole  number,  Ill 

From  Allegan  county,   1 

Barry  "    5 

Calhoun   3 

Cass  "   3 

Clinton  "    1 

Eaton  "    2 

Genesee  "     5 

Hillsdale   2 

Ingham  "   1 

Ionia   i   2 

Jackson   7 

Kalamazoo  •'"    3 
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From  Kent      County,   1 

Lapeer    1 

Lenawee      "   11 

Livingston  "    3 

Mackinac    1 

Macomb      "    3 

Midland      "    1 

Monroe       "    4 

Newaygo     **    2 

Oakland      "    4 

Oceana       "    1 

Ottawa       "    4 

Saginaw    2 

Sbiawassee  "   -   2 

St.  Clair     "    2 

St.  Joseph  "    2 

Tuscola       "    1 

VanBuren  "    3 

Washtenaw"   10 

Wayne       "   18 
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Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Editors  and  Proprietors  of 
the  following  newspapers,  which  have  been  sent  to  the 
Asylum  gratuitously: 

Wolverine  Citizen,  published  at  Flint. 
Detroit  Tribune,  "  Detroit. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Michigan  Central,  and  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
roads, for  having  granted  free  tickets  to  our  pupils  when 
going  to  or  returning  from  the  Asylum,  and  for  the  prompt 
and  gentlemanly  manner  in  which  the  favor  has  been  be- 
stowed. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

The  Asylum  is  free  to  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the 
blind  in  Michigan,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty- 
years,  who  possess  a  good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral 
character,  and  have  no  contagious  disease.  All  such  are 
entitled  to  an  education,  without  charge  for  board  or  tui- 
tion. 

Parents  or  guardians  provide  clothing  for  pupils,  and 
pay  their  traveling  expenses. 

The  regular  time  for  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the  va- 
cation, which  extends  from  the  fifteenth  of  July  to  the  first 
Wednesday  of  October.  Pupils  will  not  be  received  at 
other  times,  except  in  extraordinary  cases. 

Persons  wishing  to  place  pupils  in  the  Asylum,  should 
address  the  Principal,  stating  the  name,  age  and  residence 
of  such  pupil.    No  certificate  of  any  kind  is  required. 

Pupils'  clothing  must  he  marJcecl  loith  durable  inh 

Those  persons  bringing  pupils  to,  or  taking  them  away, 
cannot  be  furnished  board,  lodging  or  horse-keeping,  at  the 
Asylum. 


LAYING  THE  CORNER  STONE 

Of  the  Main  Edifice  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  on  Wednesday,  July  15,  1857. 


The  exercises  of  the  ceremonial  of  laying  the  corner 
stone  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind,  commenced,  as  announced  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  early  in  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  the  15th 
instant.  The  weather  was  very  propitious,  and  a  large 
crowd  of  citizens  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremonies. 
About  one  o'clock,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Benjamin  Pierson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  occasion;  and 
the  Order  of  Ceremonies  read  by  John  P.  LeRoy,  Esq., 
Secretary.  After  music  by  ths  Flint  and  Goodrich  Brass 
Bands,  the  Exercises  were  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev. 
George  Taylor,  when  the  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  let- 
ters from  invited  friends,  who  were  unable  to  attend,  as 
follows : 

LETTERS  OF  APOLOGY. 

Kalamazoo,  July  4,  1857. 

Hon.  J.  B,  Walker: 

Dear  Sir: — Your  communication  of  2Tth  June,  was  duly 
received.  In  reply,  permit  me  to  say  that  it  would  afford 
me  a  great  pleasure  to  be  at  your  place  on  the  15th  inst., 
to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day,  but  my  en- 
gagements are  such  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accept  the 
invitation;  but  hope  you  will  have  a  fine  day,  and  a  pleas- 
ant and  interesting  gathering  and  ceremonies. 
With  much  esteem. 

Yours,  &c., 

T     XT    rnT>  A  c^rr 
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Detroit,  July  14,  1857. 

e7.  B,  Walker,  Esq.,  Flint,  Mich.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  set  out  from  home  yesterday,  in  answer  to 
your  kind  invitation,  to  be  present  at  Flint,  to-morrow,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Asy- 
lum. But  having  reached  this  place,  I  regret  to  have  oc- 
casion to  say,  the  state  of  my  health  will  not  allow  me  to 
go  further.  Please  accept  my  apology,  and  communicate 
to  the  officers  of  the  Asylum,  and  other  friends,  my  regrets. 

Truly  yours, 

IRA  MAYHEW. 

Kalamazoo,  July  10, 1867. 

James  B,  Walker,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  very  polite  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  your  Asy- 
lum, and  have  delayed  answering  you  sooner,  in  hopes 
to  make  my  arrangements  to  attend,  but  find  that  it  will 
be  extremely  difficult  to  do  so. 

Yours  truly, 

ISRAEL  KELLOGG. 

Detroit,  July  13,  1857. 

J.  B.  Walker,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  postponed  a  reply  to  the  invitation 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind,  to  be  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  main  edifice  of  the  Institution  designed  for 
their  reception,  in  the  confident  expectation  of  being  able 
to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  designed  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  occasion;  but  find,  at  this  late  hour, 
that  I  shall  be  compelled,  by  business  engagements,  to 
deny  myself  that  pleasure. 

gBe  pleased  to  express  my  regrets  to  your  colleagues,  and 
assure  them  how  much  I  should  be  gratified  by  taking  part 
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in  those  proceedings  designed  to  carry  out  in  the  forests 
of  the  new  world,  the  plan  of  instruction  devised  for  the 
deaf  mute  by  De  L'Epie  and  Sicard,  of  the  old. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

Z.  PITCHER. 

Goodrich,  July  13, 1857. 
James  B,  Walker ^  Esq,,  Flint  City: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  received  your  kind  invitation  requesting 
my  presence  at  Flint,  on  Wednesday,  the  15th,  to  witness 
the  laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  main  wing  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  Asylum,  and  return  you  my 
thanks  for  your  kindness  and  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
Institution  thus  manifested.  It  is  an  improvement  that 
Genesee  county  may  well  be  proud  of,  and  I  shall  make 
every  effort  to  be  present,  but  as  I  just  returned  on  Satur- 
day night  from  an  absense  of  a  month,  on  a  visit  to  Min- 
nesota, it  will  be  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  be  present. 
I  trust,  however,  that  you  will  have  a  good  turn  out  and 
an  interesting  time  on  that  day,  and  should  business  pre- 
vent my  being  present,  you  may  count  my  sympathies  and 
interest  as  being  with  you. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

R.  GOODRICH. 

Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  ) 
New  York,  July  11,  1857.  J 
Gentlemen  :— I  regret  that  my  duties  and  engagements 
here  will  made  it  impracticable  for  me  to  profit  by  your 
kind  invitation,  to  be  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  your  new  edifice,  on  the  15th  inst.  Be  assured 
that  you  have  my  cordial  sympathy  in  your  feelings  at  the 
evidences  of  the  progress  and  pledge  of  the  future  pros- 
perity of  your  Institution,  and  my  warm  wishes  that  no 
clouds  may  arise  to  darken  the  future  so  auspiciously  open, 
ing  before  you. 
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Remembering  the  small  beginnings  and  slow  progress  of 
the  cause,  thirty-five  years  ago,  when,  after  five  or  six 
years  of  zealous  labor,  by  the  worthy  men  who  were  my 
seniors  in  the  profession,  there  were  in  our  whole  country 
but  three  schools  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  containing,  alto- 
gether, but  little  more  than  half  as  many  pupils  as  are  now 
collected  in  a  single  Institution  alone ;  it  is  with  feelings 
of  devout  thankfulness,  that  I  now  watch  the  rapid  advan- 
ces of  the  present  day.  At  least  twenty  Institutions,  sup- 
ported by  the  annual  grants  of  twenty-eight  States,  now 
assure  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in  every  section  of  our  coun- 
try, the  inestimable  advantages  of  education — restoring  to 
them  the  common  rights  of  humanity — opening  to  them 
the  fairy  vista  of  domestic  happiness,  and  above  all,  reveal- 
ing the  precious  promises  of  the  gospel — to  the  uneduca- 
ted deaf  and  dumb,  of  all  men,  a  book  hermetrically  sealed. 

And  not  only  has  the  number  of  Institutions  and  of  pu- 
pils been  increased  nearly  ten  fold  in  the  thirty-five  years 
covered  by  my  own  experience,  but  through  the  extension 
of  the  term  of  instruction,  at  first  restricted  for.  two  or 
three  years,  now  extended  to  five  or  seven,  and  in  some 
cases  even  to  ten — by  the  use  also  of  improved  text  books 
and  apparatus,  and  by  the  improvement  of  our  methods 
resulting  from  experience  and  interchange  of  views  among 
teachers,  we  can  now  promise  to  our  pupils  more  substan- 
tial average  results,  securing  more  fully  their  future  means 
of  usefulness  and  happiness. 

Yet  while  there  is  so  much  ground  of  gratulation  as  to 
the  past  and  present,  and  hope  as  to  the  future,  there  still 
remains  much  to  be  done.  We  must  not'dismiss  the  anxi- 
ety that  prompts  1k)  effort,  uor  rest  content  with  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  art.  I  trust  that  the  teachers  of  the  Mich- 
igan Institution  will  not  only  strive  after  that  individual 
progress  which  every  earnest  teacher  realizes,  but  will  in 
their  turn,  receiving  their  first  light  in  the  east,  transmit 
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it  with  added  clearness  and  lustre  farther  west,  and  even 
return  some  new  rays  to  the  original  sources. 

Now,  though  I  have  no  direct  connection  with  the  in- 
struction of  the  blind,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  small  interest 
and  gratification  to  me,  that  their  claims  to  the  means  of 
education,  brought  forward  several  years  later  than  those 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  have  been  so  favorably  acknowl- 
edged. Though  the  fearful  mental,  moral  and  religious 
destitution  of  the  uneducated  deaf  and  dumb  should  al- 
ways give  their  precedence  over  those  of  the  blind,  who 
without  special  education  can  share  in  all  the  intellectual 
and  religious  privileges  of  their  fellow-men,  reading  ex- 
cepted; yet  the  comparative  physical  helplessness  of  the 
latter  gives  them  just  claims  to  compassion,  and  I  rejoice 
that  the  means  are  not  likely  to  be  wanting  for  the  educa- 
tion of  both. 

The  State  of  Michigan  is  destined  to  take  a  high  rank 
in  the  Union.  Its  advantageous  situation,  fertile  soil,  and 
vast  mineral  wealth,  assures  it,  in  the  not  very  distant  fu- 
ture, a  population  of  two  or  three  millions;  and  it  will 
then  require  a  school  for  the  education  of  its  deaf  mutes 
and  the  blind,  that  should  be  for  size,  and  I  trust  will  be  in 
all  other  respects,  one  of  the  first  class.  How  important 
then  to  lay  well  the  foundations.  The  experience  of  the 
New  York  Institution  has  deeply  impressed  upon  me  the 
maxim  that  a  small  outlay,  judiciously  applied  in  the  be- 
ginning, will  save  a  much  larger  one  in  the  end,  besides 
securing  higher  results  in  the  interval. 

And  I  may  have  tome  title  to  ofier  advice  as  a  New  Eng- 
lander  by  birtb,  and  a  New  Yorker  by  adoption;  for  one- 
half  the  people  of  Michigan  are  New  Yorkers,  or  the  chil- 
dren of  New  Yorkers,  and  probably  three-fourths  of  New 
England  descent,  either  directly  or  through  New  York. 
Your  Principal  and  one  of  his  assistants  were  trained  in 
the  New  York  Institution,  and  the  other  deaf  mute  assist- 
ant is  from  New  England,    We,  of  New  York,  feel,  there- 
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fore,  in  your  labors  and  Buccess,  not  only  the  interest  of  a 
common  cause,  but  that  of  a  common  ancestry,  and  of  per- 
sonal friendship.  I  trust,  then,  you  will  believe  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  wishes  for  your  prosperity,  and  will  confi- 
dently rely  on  whatever  aid  or  counsel  our  greater  ex- 
perience and  resources  may  enable  us  to  render. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  sincerely  and  faithfully  yours, 

H.  P.  PEET. 

To  Messrs.  Walker,  Pierson,  LeRoy  and  Fay. 

New  York,  July  14,  1857. 

The  Rev.  Mb.  Fay,  Principal  of  the  Michigan  Listitution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

My  Dear  Sib: — I  regret  that  by  some  oversight  I  did 
not  receive  the  very  kind  invitation  of  the  committee  of 
your  Institution,  to  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the 
new  building,  in  season  to  send  you  a  reply  to  reach  you 
before  the  event,  which  is  to  be  an  era  in  the  history  of 
your  benevolent  undertaking.  Wii  h  many  thanks  for  the 
invitation,  with  sincere  regrets  at  my  inability  to  be  pre- 
sent, and  with  hearty  wishes  for  brilliant  success  to  crown 
all  your  labors, 

•   Yours,  sincerely, 

THOMAS  GALLAUDET. 
After  the  reading  of  the  letters  of  apology  had  been  con; 
eluded,  there  was  some  farther  music  by  the  bands.  Rev. 
1?,  M.  Fay,  Principal  of  the  Instiiution,  then  gave  the  fol- 
lowing 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ASYLUM: 

Mr,  President^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

It  has  been  thought  appropriate  to  this  occasion,  that 
some  reference  should  be  made  to  the  history  of  our  Ifisti 
tution.  But  such  history  must  necessarily  be  brief,  as  the 
Asylum  is  only  about  three  years  of  age,  though  if  we 
reckon  from  the  time  of  its  conception,  it  is  three  times 
three. 
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The  whole  western  country,  in  fact  has  no  history ;  the 
men  are  now  living  who  saw  it  when  it  was  an  unbroken 
forest ;  not  so  many  persons  as  are  present  on  this  occasion 
existed  in  all  this  vicinity  one  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 
But  though  .quite  limited  in  reminiscences  of  the  past,  we 
have  a  glorious  future. 

In  public  gatherings  for  such  an  occasion  as  this,  in  the 
old  world,  and  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  new^  an  audi- 
ence may  be  entertained  with  an  unbroken  line  of  history, 
extending  into  many  centuries  of  the  past,  may  be  pointed 
to  structures  and  monuments,  to  the  works  of  civilzation 
and'art,  that  have  stood  unchanged  during  all  those  centu- 
ries. With  them,  the  chief  topic  of  interest  are  in  the 
past — ours,  I  repeat,  are  in  the  future. 

But  even  in  the  old  world,  the  history  of  the  art  of  in- 
structing the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind  extends  not  far 
into  the  past. 

In  former  times,  the  deaf  and  dumb  were  regarded  by 
philosophers  and  by  public  sentiment,  as  idiots  and  brutes, 
entirely  incapable  of  mental  or  moral  improvement.  They 
were  cut  off  from  all  social  and  political  privileges,  from 
the  ties  of  family  affection,  and  from  the  consolation  of  re- 
ligion, so  freely  offered  to  every  condition  of  wretchedness. 

And  so  with  the  blind,  long  ages  past,  in  which  they  re- 
ceived no  other  sympathy  then  the  mere  pittance  conferred 
upon  the  common  beggar  by  the  way-side.  They  dragged 
out  their  weary  lives  in  sullen  despondency,  regarded  by 
themselves  and  others  as  monuments  of  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure. 

It  is  less  than  a  century  ago  that  the  first  permanently 
successful  efforts  were  made  to  instruct  the  deaf  and  dumb. 
The  Abbe  De  L'Epee,  of  France,  a  man  of  rare  piety  and 
mental  acquirements,  devoted  his  life  and  his  fortune  to 
this  philanthropy. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Abbe  Sicard  who  founded  the 

Royal  Institute  of  Paris,  which  has  e\  er  been  and  is  still 
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the  best  conducted  and  mosir  useful  Institution  of  Europe, 
and  from  whicli  those  of  our  own  country  derived,  in  the 
beginning,  their  principles  of  organization  and  instruction. 
The  first  Institution  of  the  kind  in  America,  was  estab- 
lished at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1817.  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Gallaudet,  a  truly  Christian  gentlemen,  with 
highly  literary  endowments,  while  residing  at  Hartford,  be- 
came interested  in  a  little  deaf  and  dumb  girl,  the  daughter 
of  one  of  his  neighbors.  While  playing  with  other  chil- 
dren in  his  father's  garden,  Mr.  G-allaudet  was  attracted  to 
her  unfortunate  condition,  and  attempted  to  instruct  her  in 
the  use  of  letters  and  the  name  of  objects.  Her  father, 
Dr.  Cogswell,  had  intended  to  send  her  to  London  or  Ed- 
inburgh to  be  instructed  ;  but  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Gallaudet 
awakened  an  interest  which  led  to  inquiries  as  to  how  many 
there  were  in  the  same  unfortunate  condition,  and  it  was 
found  that  there  were  eighty  young  deaf  and  dumb  per- 
sons in  the  State  of  Connecticut  who  ought  to  be  educated, 
and  a  proportional  number  in  the  other  New  England 
States.  The  result  was,  that  several  prominent  citizens  of 
Hartford,  contributed  funds  to  send  a  suitable  person  to 
Europe,  to  acquire  the  art  of  instructing  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  Mr.  Gallaudet  was  selected  as  the  person,  who  re- 
paired immediately  to  London,  and  to  the  deaf  and  dumb 
institution  of  that  city,  where,  after  long  and  exceedingly 
embarrassing  attempts  to  obtain  admission,  he  was  finally 
rejected ;  and  from  thence  to  the  Edinburgh  Institution, 
where  he  was  also  rejected,  because  from  a  selfish  and  nar- 
row-minded policy,  they  were  unwilling,  and  professed  to 
be  under  bonds  not  to  reveal  the  secret  of  the  art  of  in- 
structing the  deaf  and  dumb.  Truly  enough,  as  Mr.  Gal- 
laudet himself  exclaimed  :  "Sad  monopoly  of  the  resources 
of  benevolence  !" 

But,  by  the  noble  and  generous  Sicard,  Mr.  Gallaudet 
was  invited  to  Paris,  where  he  received  every  facility  that 
could  be  afforded  for  obtaining  the  information  desired, 
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and  finally  prevailed  on  Laurent  Clerc,  a  deaf  mute — who 
had  been  one  of  its  most  distinguished  pupils,  and  was  at 
that  time  a  teacher  in  the  Royal  Institute — to  accompany 
him  to  this  country. 

Thus  were  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Gallaudet  at  last  crowned 
with  complete  success,  and  the  art  of  instructing  the  deaf 
and  dumb  transplanted  from  France  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  person  of  Laurent  Clerc,  who  has  been,  from  that 
time  to  this,  a  teacher  in  the  American  Asylum  at  Hart- 
ford, a  man  of  high  moral  and  intellectual  attainments, 
greatly^  respected  and  beloved.  The  directors  of  the  Amer- 
ican Asylum  have  quite  recently  granted  him  an  honora- 
ble discharge  from  active  service,  with  an  annual  pension 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Among  other  interesting  incidents  he  relates  this  of  him- 
self:  "  I  was  about  twelve  years  old  when  I  arrived  at  the 
Abbe  Sicard's  school.  I  was  endowed  with  considerable 
intelligence,  but,  nevertheless,  I  had  no  idea  of  intellectual 
things.  I  had,  it  is  true,  a  mind,  but  it  did  not  think  ;  I 
had  a  heart,  but  it  did  not  feel.  My  mother,  affected  at 
my  misfortune,  had  endeavored  to  show  me  the  heavens, 
and  to  make  me  know  God,  imagining  that  I  understood 
her,  but  her  attempts  were  vain ;  I  could  comprehend  noth- 
ing. I  believed  that  God  was  a  tall,  big  and  strong  man, 
and  that  Jesus  Christ,  having  come  to  kill  us,  had  been 
killed  by  us,  and  placed  on  a  cross  as  one  of  our  triumphs." 

A  monument,  in  front  of  the  American  Asylum,  has  been 
erected  to  the  revered  Gallaudet,  by  educated  deaf  and 
dumb  persons,  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars— the  entire  sum  contributed  by  the  deaf  and  dumb — 
the  monument  designed  by  a  deaf  and  dumb  artist,  and  en- 
graved by  a  deaf  and  dumb  sculptor.  None  but  deaf  mutes 
were  allowed  to  contribute  a  cent  nor  touch  a  hand  to  the 
work.  The  man  was  eminently  worthy  such  a  tribute  of 
gratitude  and  respect. 

From  the  commencement  at  Hartford  to  the  present  time^. 
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there  has  been  a  gradual  ineasecr  in  the  number  of  insti- 
tutit  'US  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  this  country.  Only  a  few 
yearH  Inter,  an  institution  went  into  successful  operation  in 
Now  York,  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Harvey  P.  Peet, 
who  had  acquired  the  art  of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb 
at  Hartford,  and  who,  by  his  able  and  valuable  annual  re- 
ports and  other  documents — by  his  tour  of  visits  to  Euro- 
pean iiiHtitutions  and  publication  of  tho  same,  by  his  text 
books  entitled  "  Courses  of  Instruction,'^  which  are  used  in 
most  of  the  institutions  in  this  country,  and  by  the  teach- 
ers whom  he  has  qualified  and  sent  out  to  the  western 
States — has  contributed  a  vast  influence  in  aid  of  deaf  mute 
instruction.  In  this  connection,  honorable  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  eminent  services  of  Messrs.  Weld,  Turner, 
Porter,  Barnard,  Day  and  others,  but  time  will  not  permit. 
Twenty-nine  States  of  the  Union  now  make  provision  for 
the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for  most  part  by  ap- 
propri^'tion  from  the  several  State  treasurie  s  An  Asylum 
is  juHtnow  going  into  operation  in  Texas,  and  another  in 
Wawhmgton  City,  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  called  the 
Columhia  Institution,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  son  of  the 
celebrated  Gallaudet ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  one 
of  our  own  teachers  has,  a  few  days  since,  been  invited  to 
that  field  of  labor  as  first  assistant  teacher,  and  deems  it 
his  duty  to  accept  the  invitation. 

Hon.  Amos  Kendall  has  given  to  the  Columbian  Institute 
a  !iouse  and  lot  near  his  own  residence,  about  a  mile  north 
of  the  Capitol.  This  house  is  to  be  put  in  order,  and  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Institution.  Mr.  Edward  M.  Gal- 
lan^let,  the  Principal,  is  to  be  assisted  by  his  mother,  the 
widow  of  the  distinguished  pioneer  in  deaf-mute  instruc- 
tion in  America,  herself  a  mute,  and  one  of  her  husband's 
first  pupils. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  proportion  of  deaf  mutes 
to  the  whole  population  of  Europe,  is  one  in  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-seven ;  in  Great  Britain,  one  in  one 


No.  10. 


45 


thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two;  in  the  Ufiited 
States,  one  in  two  thousand.  The  whole  number  of  deaf 
mutes  in  the  United  States  is  about  twelve  thousand;  in 
the  whole  world,  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 

It  is  only  three-fourths  of  a  century  since  the  first,  insti- 
tution was  established  for  the  education  of  the  bliud,  at 
Paris,  by  the  Abbe  Hauy,  who  invented  a  method  of  print- 
ing books  for  the  use  of  the  blind,  in  embossed  characters. 
Important  improvements  have  been  made  upon  Hauy's  in- 
vention, since  his  time,  and  the  Institution  which  he  estab- 
lished is  now  i\  d  Royal  Institute  of  Paris,  and  the  largest 
in  Europe. 

It  is  a  quarter  of  a  century  sincq  the  first  institution  for 
the  blind  was  established  in  our  own  country,  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe, 
a  distinguished  philanthropist,  and  distinguished,  also,  as 
the  eminently  successful  pioneer  of  this  enterprise  in  the 
United  States.  Hon.  Thomas  K.  Perkins  presented  to  the 
institution  his  own  elegant  mansion,  in  one  of  the  pleasant 
streets  of  Boston — an  act  which  has  entitled  him  to  the 
lasting  gratitude  of  all  who  love  the  benefactors  of  their 
race. 

About  the  same  time,  an  institution  was  commenced  in 
New  York;  and  soon  after,  one  was  established  at  Phila- 
delphia by  Prof.  Freelander.  This  gentleman,  whose  sym- 
pathy were  early  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  blind,  left  his 
native  country,  Germany,  and  on  arriving  at  Bost^m,  find- 
ing that  his  benevolent  intentions  had  been  anticipated,  he 
proceeded  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  finally  con- 
cluded to  commence  an  institution  in  the  latter  place.  By 
his  pupils  he  was  loved  as  a  father.  He  died  before  he  had 
accomplished  all  that  his  great  heart  had  projected.  His 
grave,  among  strangers,  is  marked  only  with  a  plain  marble 
slab.  But  the  tears  of  the  sightless  have  watered  the  place 
where  repose  the  remains  of  this  eminent  philanthropist. 

There  are  now  institutions  for  the  blind,  also,  in  Ohio, 
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Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Louisiana;  and  in  other 
States  legislative  appropriations  are  made,  to  be  expended 
in  adjoining  institutions.  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Louisiana  unite  the  mutes  and  the  blind  in  the  same  insti- 
tution, as  we  are  doing  in  the  Michigan  Asylum. 

In  whose  mind  the  idea  of  Asylums  in  Michigan  was 
first  conceived,  or  what  peculiar  circumstances,  if  any,  led 
to  it,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Hon.  Edward  H. 
Thomson  was  in  the  Legislature  of  1848,  when  the  first 
action  was  taken  in  the  matter,  and  was  instrumental  in 
procuring  the  passage  of  a  bill  establishing  the  Asylums. 
Others  doubtless  united  with  him  in  this  movement,  but 
their  names  are  not  on  record. 

The  first  recorded  action  is  the  passage  of  a  joint  reso- 
lution, approved  Feb.  29, 1848,  that  "our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  directed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,"  to 
use  their  efforts  to  procure  a  grant  of  land  from  the  gene- 
ral government,  sufficient  for  the  erection  of  Asylums  for 
the  Insane,  and  also  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

An  act  w^s  passed  that  session — as  stated  above — estab- 
lishing the  Asylums,  and  appropriating  eight  sections  of 
Salt  Spring  lands  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings; 
ours  to  be  called  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  Educating  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

The  government  of  said  Asylums  is  vested  in  a  Board 
of  Trustees,  of  five  members,  elected  annually  by  the  Leg- 
islature, but  the  first  Trustees  under  this  act  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor.  Trustees  to  have  control  of  the 
Asylums — to  appoint  a  Principal  for  each,  whose  respective 
salaries  should  not  exceed  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
annum — said  Principal  to  nominate  for  the  action  of  the 
Board  all  necessary  subordinate  officers,  and  dismiss  them 
for  insufficiency  or  misconduct.  Trustees  to  be  judges  of 
the  ability  of  candidates  for  admission,  to  defray  their  own 
expenses,  and  require  parents  and  guardians,  in  all  cases, 
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to  pay  the  necessary  expenses,  where  they  possess  the 
ability,  otherwise  the  same  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Asy- 
lum funds.  Board  authorized  to  receive  proposals  for  do- 
nation of  lands,  money,  or  other  materials,  for  the  location 
and  building  of  Asylums — shall  appoint  one  of  their  num 
ber  Acting  Commissioner,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make 
immediate  selection  of  lands  appropriated,  and  shall  also 
have  the  superintendence  of  the  erection  of  buildings, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  his  salary  not  to  exceed 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

In  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  184:9,  Gov.  Ransom 
says,  that  as  the  lands  could  not  be  made  available  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  and  no  other  funds  had  been  appro- 
priated for  that  object,  and  none  to  pay  for  the  services  or 
expenses  of  the  Trustees,  he  had  deemed  it  expedient  to 
defer  their  appointment ;  and  recommends  that  nothing 
further  be  done  under  the  act,  till  the  lands  can  be  sold, 
or  funds  drawn  from  some  other  source,  to  enable  the 
Trustees,  when  appointed,  to  carry  out  the  humane  and 
important  object  of  the  trust.  He  reiterates  the  recom- 
mendation that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  benevolent  institutions,  at  the  earliest 
period  practicable. 

At  this  session  the  act  of  1848  was  so  amended  that  in- 
stead of  eight,  fifteen  sections  of  Salt  Spring  lands  were 
appropriated. 

A  joint  resolution  was  again  passed  that  our  Senators  in 
Congress  be  directed,  and  Representatives  requested,  to 
use  their  efforts  in  procuring  a  grant  of  thirty  thousand 
acres  of  land  for  the  Asylums. 

To  the  Legislature  of  1850,  the  Board  of  Trustees,  con- 
sisting of  Charles  C.  Hascall,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  John  B. 
Cook,  C.  H.  Taylor  and  Elon  Earns  worth,  made  their  first 
report :  in  which  they  state  that  the  village  of  Flint  had 
been  selected  as  the  site  of  the  Asylum  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind :  from  the  citizens 
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of  which  they  had  received  three  thousand  dollars,  by 
notes  payable  in  six,  twelve  and  eighteen  months,  and  also 
ten  acres  of  land,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  applied 
to  the  erection  of  buildings,  and  supposed  to  be  worth  one 
thousand  dollars ;  and  ten  additional  acres  of  land,  donated 
for  the  site  of  said  Asylum.  They  urge  the  importance  of 
having  the  Institution  go  into  operation  as  early  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  that  funds  besides  those  derived  from  the  Salt 
Spring  lands,  are  essential.  That  as  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  the  blind  cannot  partake  of  the  benefit  of  the  common 
schools,  a  portion  of  the  common  school  fund  should  be 
set  apart  for  their  benefit  at  a  public  Institution ;  they 
urge,  finally,  as  reason  for  early  action  in  the  matter,  that 
the  promissory  notes  which  had  been  given,  should  a  long 
time  elapse  before  they  were  collected,  might  fail  of  ever 
being  collected  at  all. 

Gov.  Barry,  in  his  message,  calls  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  fact,  that  there  are  not  sufficient  endow- 
ments for  the  Asylums. 

At  that  session  ten  additional  sections  of  Salt  Spring 
lands  were  appropriated ;  also,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  out  of  the  general  fund  ;  but  no  more  than  one 
thousand  to  be  drawn  within  one  year  of  said  act,  nor 
more  than  three  thousand  the  year  following,  or  in  any 
year  thereafter ;  the  State  to  be  reimbursed  the  said  five 
thousand  dollars  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Salt 
Spring  lands  selected  for  the  Asylums. 

The  same  Board  of  Trustees  was  re-elected,  in  Joint 
Convention.  Hon.  Kinsley  S.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  voted  for  as  Trustee,  but  not  elected.  In  the  same 
category  were  the  Hon.  G.  W.  Peck,  Hon.  Sanford  M. 
Green,  Hon.  Whitney  Jones,  Hon.  James  Seymour,  Hon. 
Thomas  J.  Drake,  and  Hoe.  G.  H.  Hazelton.  In  such  com- 
pany defeat  itself  was  a  triumph.  Hon.  Wm.  M.  Fenton 
was  voted  for  and  elected,  but  not  eligible  to  the  office, 
being  then  Lieut.  Governor. 
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The  State  Constitution  of  Michigan,  as  ordained  in  1850, 
article  13,  section  10,  reads  thus;  "Institutions  for  the 
benefit  of  those  persons  who  are  deaf  and  dumb,  blind  or 
insame,  shall  always  be  fostered  and  supported." 

In  1851,  the  Trustees  reported  that  the  establishment  of 
an  institution  for  the  insane  was  an  object  of  more  imme- 
diate pressing  necessity  than  the  other  institutions  pro- 
posed; that  ^the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind,  might  be 
comfortably  supported  in  their  own  families — of  course 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  instruction.  Much  the 
larger  portion  of  the  report  (which  is  an  able  one)  is  de- 
voted to  the  consideration  of  the  insane.  They  discuss 
the  question  of  uniting  deaf  mutes  and  the  blind  in  the 
same  institution,  and  finally  recommend  it.  They  had 
been  advised  by  no  less  authority  than  Dr.  Samuel  G. 
Howe,  of  Boston,  to  build  a  small  school-house  in  some 
central  portion  of  the  State,  and  let  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  the  blind  board  in  families  adjacent,  and  attend  school; 
a  plan  which  has  not  been  adopted  by  a  single  State  in 
the  Union— not  even  by  Dr.  Howe  himself. 

Gov.  Barry,  in  his  message,  says  again,  that  the  means 
appropriated  for  the  Asylums  are  entirely  inadequate. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Hon.  Elon  Farnsworth 
and  Hon.  Charles  H.  Taylor,  Secretary  of  State,  for  elo- 
quent addresses  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  deaf  and  dumb, 
the  blind  and  the  insane. 

In  1853,  (the  first  of  the  biennial  sessions,)  the  Trustees 
report  that  the  Salt  Spring  lands  are  estimated  to  be  worth 
two  dollars  per  acre;  sixteen  thousand  acres  had  been  ap- 
propriated, which  would  amount  to  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars,  but  the  sales  would  be  slow  for  a  few  years  to 
come,  at  least. 

They  say  that,  estimating  our  population  at  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand,  a  tax  of  ten  thousand  dollars  would 
amount  to  less  than  two  and  one-quarter  cents  to  each  in- 
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dividual;  or,  computing  the  cash  value  of  the  taxable  pro- 
perty of  the  State  at  one  hundred  millions,  (and  it  could 
not  be  less,)  the  levy  of  a  tax  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
would  be  just  one-tenth  of  a  mill  upon  a  dollar,  which 
would  be  a  tax  of  ten  cents  upon  every  thousand  dollars  of 
property  valuation.  So  light  a  tax  for  so  humane  and  be- 
nificent  a  purpose,  it  was  believed  no  individual  in  the 
State  would  object  to. 

Upon  the  Asylum  grounds  at  Flint,  two  hundred  dollars 
of  the  amount  donated  by  the  citizens  of  that  village  had 
been  expended  since  the  last  report  in  clearing,  fencing 
and  seeding. 

Gov.  McClelland,  in  his  message,  does  not  allude  to  the 
Asylum. 

An  appropriation  was  made  of  three  thousand  dollars 
out  of  the  general  fund,  for  the  construction  of  buildings 
and  other  purposes,  for  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind — making  it  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to 
adopt  a  plan  for  the  building,  on  the  site  selected,  adver- 
tise for  proposals,  make  contracts  with  bidders,  &c.;  the 
three  thousand  dollars  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  general 
fund  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  lands  appropriated  to 
the  Asylum  fund, 

^The  Trustees  elected  at  that  session,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  were  Sheldon  McKnight,  Bela  Hubbard,  Perly  J. 
Spauldinff.  Israel  Kellogg  and  James  B.  Walker.  Mr. 
Spaulding  afterwards  declined  the  office,  and  Judge  Bar- 
ber was  appointed  in  his  stead,  by  Gov.  Parsons.  This 
Board  organized  by  appointing  Sheldon  McKnight,  Presi- 
dent, Bela  Hubbard,  Secretary,  J.  B.  Walker,  Treasurer; 
Israel  Kellogg,  Building  Oommissioner  at  Kalamazoo,  and 
J.  B.  Walker,  at  Flint.  They  deputed  tWo  of  their  num- 
ber, Messrs.  Walker  and  Hubbard,  to  visit  eastern  institu- 
tions for  deaf  mutes,  and  for  the  blind,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  information  which  should  govern  them  in  pro- 
ceeding to  construct  Asylums  in  this  State. 
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The  result  of  information  thus  obtained  was,  that  the 
Trustees  deemed  it  advisable  to  open  a  school  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  a  suitable  building  rented  for  that  purpose. 
Having  procured  such  a  building,  and  appointed  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  Principal,  advertisements  and  circulars 
were  issued,  giving  notice  that  the  Asylum  would  be  open 
for  the  reception  of  pupils,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1854. 

On  the  6th  of  February  we  received  our  first  pupil  — 
others  followed  until  the  18th  of  April,  when  we  num- 
bered twelve  pupils,  eleven  deaf  mutes  and  one  blind. 
With  this  number  we  closed  the  first  session  on  the  last  of 
the  succeeding  July.  After  a  vacation  of  two  months,  we 
commenced  our  second  session  with  twenty-one  pupils — 
seventeen  deaf  mutes  and  four  blind. 

The  first  Asylum  building — desigued  for  school  rooms — 
was  commenced  during  the  summer  of  1854,  and  progressed 
as  far  as  the  funds  which  had  been  appropriated  would 
warrant. 

In  their  respective  messages  to  the  Legislature  of  1855, 
both  Gov.  Parsons  and  Gov.  Bingham  made  favorable 
allusion  to  the  Asylum,  and  recommended  that  they  be 
sustained. 

At  that  session  of  the  Legislature,  amendments  to  the 
original  act  of  1848  were  passed,  making  board  and  tuition 
free  to  all  candidates  from  this  State  :  and  giving  the  Trus- 
tees power  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Principals  be- 
yond the  limitation  which  had  been  fixed ;  the  salary  of 
each,  however,  not  to  exceed  eighteen  h\indred  dollars. 
An  appropriation  from  the  general  fund,  of  thirty-three 
thousand  dollars,  was  made  to  complete  the  building  al- 
ready commenced,  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind, 
and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Institution  for 
i  the  years  1855  and  1856. 

I    With  the  funds  thus  appropriated  the  work  on  the 
I  building  was  recommenced,  and  carried  forward  until  the 
spring  of  1856,  when  it  was  so  far  ready  to  be  occupied 
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that  we  took  posBession  of  it,  with  forty-seven  pupils  and 
four  teachers.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  was  thirty 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

During  the  session  which  commenced  in  the  autumn  of 
1856 —  which  is  our  present  session — we  had  77  pupils,  our 
present  number — two  teachers  were  added.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  occupying  the  new  building — including 
pupils,  .teachers,  servants  and  family  of  Principal — was 
ninety ;  a  number  greater  than  the  building  could  accom- 
modate conveniently,  for  all  the  purposes  required  in  such 
an  establishment ;  hence  was  the  necessity  of  commencing 
as^soon  as  possible  the  construction  of  the  main  edifice ; 
and  the  Trustees  asked  an  appropriation  of  the  Legislature 
of  1857,  for  this  purpose. 

Gov.  Bingham,  in  his  annual  message,  said,  "  It  is  the 
dictate  of  sound  policy,  as  well  as  of  humanity,  that  these 
great  charities  should  be  made  effective  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  truly  benevolent  and  praiseworthy  objects  for 
which  they  were  established." 

Up  to  this  time  the  two  Asylums,  this  and  the  one  in 
progress  for  the  insane,  at  Kalamazoo,  had  been  controlled 
by  one  Board  of  Trustees.  But  the  last  Legislature  en- 
acted that  there  should  be  separate  Boards,  for  each 
Asylum,  each  Board  to  consist  of  three  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor ;  one  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
one  for  four,  and  one  for  two  years. 

It  was  also  enacted,  that  where  deaf  mutes  and  the 
blind,  residing  in  this  State,  on  account  of  their  poverty, 
are  unable  to  furnish  themselves  with  suitable  clothing 
and  other  necessary  expenses  for  attending  school  at  the 
Asylum,  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  discretionary 
power  to  render  them  such  assistance,  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  per  annum  for  each  person ;  all  such  moneys 
to  be  charged  to  the  county  of  which  the  person  assisted 
was  a  resident. 
An  appropriation  was  made  of  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 


No.  10. 


63 


lars  for  two  years,  for  arrearages,  purchasing  land,  fencing 
lot,  sustaining  the  institution,  and  erecting  buildings. 

The  Governor  appointed  Trustees — James  B.  Walker, 
for  six  years  ;  Benjamin  Piorson,  for  four  years  ;  and  John 
P.  Le  Roy,  for  two  years. 

They  proceeded,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of 
appropriation,  to  purchase  additional  land,  making  the 
whole  number  of  acres  now  owned  by  the  State  for  the 
use  of  the  Asylum,  about  ninety. 

They  also  proceeded,  as  soon  as  the  spring  opened,  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  our  main  building  ;  and  here  we  are 
to-day,  in  the  condition  you  now  behold. 

It  will  be  observed  that  our  progress,  though  gradual, 
has  been  rapid,  especially  since  the  opening  of  our  school, 
a  little  more  than  three  years  ago. 

Then  we  had  three  thousand  dollars  of  available  funds, 
three  thousand  more  in  promissory  notes,  twenty  acres  of 
uncultivated  lands,  and  twelve  uninstructed  pupils. 

To-day  we  have  one  noble  building  completed  ;  funds 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  institution  for  two  years,  and  lay 
the  walls  for  another  building  such  as  is  indicated  by  these 
foundations  before  you  ;  about  ninety  acres  of  land—a 
large  portion  of  it  under  cultivation — and  seventy-seven 
pupils,  whose  countenances  show  sorae  signs  of  intelligence. 

We  think  that  results  more  favorable,  in  the  same  length 
of  time,  have  not  been  witnessed  in  the  commencement  of 
any  similar  institution  in  our  country. 

We  speak  this  not  in  a  spirit  of  boasting  ;  it  is  not  owing 
to  any  superior  wisdom  of  those  who  have  been  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  institution — though  the  several 
Boards  of  Trustees  have  acted  judiciously  and  efficiently  ; 
the  two  first  Boards  (composed  of  the  same  individuals) 
were  required  to  make  ''bricks  without  straw,"  and  nobly 
did  their  work  ;  they  thoroughly  investigated  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  subject,  visited  similar  institutions  in 
Eastern  States,  presented  eloquent  and  forcible  appeals  to 
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the  Legislature,  but  all  in  vain  ;  no,  not;  all,  they  prepared 
the  way,  they  were  forerunners,  they  were  the  voice  cry- 
ing in  the  wilderness  ;  the  Board  elected  in  1853,  laid  the 
foundations  for  the  Michigan  Asylums  ;  and  whatever  may 
be  thought  of  their  administration  of  affairs  at  present^ 
posterity  will  award  them  justice,  and  hold  their  names  in 
grateful  remembrance.  It  is  not,  I  say,  owing  to  any  su- 
perior wisdom  of  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  the 
management  of  the  institution,  but  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  fostering  care  of  Divine  Providence.  It  is,  in  a  word, 
because  an  unseen  agency  has  touched  the  hearts  of  our 
legislators  with  a  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate.  To  that 
unseen  agency  be  all  the  praise. 

There  have  been  times,  especially  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  institution,  when  our  prospects  seemed 
dark;  when  we  were  surrounded  with  difficulties  and 
discouragements,  and  could  look  nowhere  but  to  a  higher 
than  human  aid  for  relief;  and  that  relief,  sooner  or 
later,  always  came — impressing  us  indelibly  with  the 
lesson  that  it  is  always  safe  to  proceed  right  onward  in  a 
noble  achievement,  looking  ever  to  wisdom  and  power 
infinitely  higher  than  ours  for  success.  And  we  desire,  on 
this  public  occasion,  gratefully  to  acknowledge  that  our 
fears  have  been  dissipated,  obstacles  removed  out  of  the 
way,  and  our  efforts  succeeded  beyond  our  most  sanguine 
expectations  ;  and  attribute  all  this  prosperity  to  the  Great 
Author  of  all  good. 

This  is  eminently  a  philanthropic,  christian  enterprise. 
The  funds  which  have  been  so  liberally  appropriated,  the 
buildings  which  have  been  and  are  to  be  erected,  are  all 
sacredly  set  apart  and  consecrated  to  the  benefit  of  such  as 
form  yonder  group,  and  others  like  them,  in  future  years. 

These  imposing  buildings  will  be  an  ornament  and  an 
honor  to  the  State  of  Michigan  ;  but  that  is  not  the  object 
for  which  they  are  erected.  They  will  increase  the  growth 
of  the  neighboring  city,  and  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  sur- 
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rounding  country;  but  not  for  this  are  they. brought  into 
existence.  No;  they  are  designed  solely  for  the  intellectual, 
social  and  moral  elevation  of  such  as  these  now  in  your 
presence:  for  their  welfare  in  the  present  and  future  life. 

These  structures  will  stand  when  our  bodies  shall  have 
crumbled  into  dust — stand,  the  monuments  of  the  liberal- 
ity of  the  State,  monuments  of  the  early  educational  enter- 
prises of  Michigan.  During  years  long  future,  an  influence 
shall  go  forth  from  them,  diffusing  consolation  in  m^'.ny  an 
afflicted  family,  cheering  the  sadcess  of  many  a  fond  parent, 
irradiating  the  countenance  of  many  a  desponding  child 
with  intelligence  and  joy,  training  many  an  immortal  mind 
for  immortal  felicity. 

The  Building  Commissioner,  James  B.  Walker,  Esq.,  then 
read  the  following  list  of  articles  deposited  under  the  Cor- 
ner Stone  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Blind,  July  15,  1857  : 

1st.  A  paper  containing  the  date  of  the  Act  of  Incorpo- 
ration of  the  Michigan  Asylum;  names  of  the  original  board 
of  trustees ;  of  the  board  of  trustees  elected  in  1853  ;  au- 
tographs of  the  present  trustees  and  other  officers  ;  of  the 
foreman  of  mason  work,  and  foreman  of  joiner  work,  &c, 

2d.  Annual  and  biennial  reports  of  the  boards  of  trus- 
tees of  the  Michigan  Asylums  for  1850,  1853  and  1854,  and 
1855  and  1856. 

3d.  A  copy  of  the  session  laws  of  1857. 

4th.  The  message  of  Gov.  Bingham,  delivered  to  the 
Legislature  in  January,  1857. 

5th.  Legislative  Manual  for  1857,  containing  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  constitution  of  tlie  State  of 
Michigan,  the  census  of  the  State  of  Michiran  "Dr  the 
years  1845,  1850  and  1854  ;  a  diagram  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, and  also  of  the  Representative  Hall ;  the  names,  ages, 
places  of  nativity,  present  place  of  residence  and  profes- 
sion of  each  member  of  the  last  Legislature  of  Michigan, 
and  the  No.  of  the  district  each  represents,  and  other  val- 
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uable  information ;  the  annual  reports  of  the  State  Treas- 
urer, Auditor  General,  Commissioner  of  Land  Office,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction,  and  Inspectors  of  State 
Prison,  for  1856. 

6th.  Course  of  Instruction  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  by 
Harvey  P.  Peet,  L.  L.  D. 

T.  Scripture  Lessons,  by  the  same  author. 

8th.  Proceedings  of  the  first  Convention  of  American 
Instructors  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  held  at  New  York,  in 
1850. 

9th.  Proceedings  of  the  second  convention,  held  at  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  in  1851. 

10th.  Proceedings  of  the  third  convention,  held  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  in  1853. 

11th.  Report  of  the  European  Institutions  for  the  In- 
struction of  the  Deaf  aud  Dumb,  by  Harvey  P.  Peet,  L.  L.  D. 

12th.  A  lithographic  likeness  of  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Gal- 
laudet. 

13th.  Detroit  City  Directory  for  1856  and  1857. 
14th.  Michigan  State  Gazetteer  and  Directory  for  1856 
and  1857. 

15th.  Proceeedings  and  addresses  at  the  inauguration  of 
the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  at  Lansing. 

16th.  Last  catalogue  of  the  Michigan  University,  at  Ann 
Arbor. 

17th.  First  annual  catalogue  of  the  officers  and  students 
of  Hillsdale  College. 

18th.  Last  number  of  the  Michigan  Journal  of  Education, 
edited  by  Rev.  John  M.  Gregory. 

19th.  Copies  of  American  Annuals  of  D.  &  D.,  for  each 
year  of  its  publication. 

20th.  Copies  of  daily  papers  of  Tuesday,  July  14, 1857, 
Detroit  Advertiser,  Detroit  Tribune,  Detroit  Free  Pres.-. 

21st.  The  last  weekly  Lansing  Republican,  Detroit  Ti  i 
bune,  Wolverine  Citizen,  and  Genesee  Democrat. 

22d.  Last  annual  report  of  the  American  Asylum  at 


No.  10. 


57 


Hartford,  Conn.;  of  the  New  York  Institution,  at  New 
York  city;  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution,  at  Philadel- 
phia: of  the  Ohio  Institution,  at  Columbus;  of  the  Indiana 
Institution,  at  Indianapolis;  of  the  Illinois  Institution,  at 
Jacksonville;  of  the  Kentucky  Institution,  at  Dansville;  of 
the  Wisconsin  Institution,  at  Delevan;  of  the  Tennessee 
Institution,  at  Knoxville. 

23d.  Last  Annual  Report  of  the  Perkins'  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  at  Boston,  Mass.;  of  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  at  New  York  City;  of  the  Ohio  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  at  Columbus;  of  the  Indiana  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  at  Indianapolis;  of  the  Wisconsin  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  at  Janesville. 

24th.  Blind  Child's  First  Book,  prepared  by  Dr.  Samuel 
G.  Howe,  of  Boston.  Bead  basket,  manufactured  by  the 
blind. 

25th.  History  and  description  of  the  Michigan  Asylum 
for  the  Insane,  by  E.  H.  Yan  Duesen,  M.  D. 

26th.  A  plate,  engraved  as  follows:  ''1857.  This  edifice 
is  erected  to  facilitate  the  mental,  moral  and  physical  im- 
provement of  those  unfortunate  classes  of  the  citizens  of 
our  State,  which  are  deprived  of  the  senses  of  speaking, 
hearing  and  seeing;  and  is  a  substantial  evidence  of  the 
enlarged  benevolence  of  the  '  people  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan.' as  expressed  by  their  legislators  and  constitutional 
representatives." 

The  reading  of  the  list  of  articles  deposited  was  followed 
by  music,  after  which  the  grand  ceremony  of  the  day — the 
setting  of  the  corner  stone  to  its  place — was  performed  by 
his  Excellency,  Hon.  Kinsley  S.  Bingham.  The  corner 
stone  bears  this  inscription:  "1857.  Erected  by  the  State 
of  Michigan;  J.  B.  Walker,  Building  Commissioner;  J.  T. 
Johnson,  Foreman  of  Mason  Work;  R.  Yan  Tiflin,  Pore- 
man  of  Joiner  Work.'' 

On  the  stone  being  laid  in  its  place,  the  following  was 
the  Governor's  Address: 

8  • 
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It  is  interestiDg  to  trace  the  progress  of  civilized  com- 
munities  in  their  various  steps  of  advancement. 

"  First,  for  their  mutual  protection  and  security,  they  or- 
ganize a  State,  in  which  individual  rights  are  recognized, 
and  every  member  of  the  community  is  guaranteed  the 
safety  of  his  life  and  property.  Legislatures  are  elected, 
and  laws  are  enacted,  with  this  high  purpose  in  view. 
Courts  are  instituted  to  settle  and  determine  individiial 
disputes,  to  protect  the  innocent  and  punish  the  guilty. 
Jails  and  penetentiaries  are  established  to  secure  the  of- 
fender and  protect  the  community  from  his  depredations. 

Then  come  the  schools !  in  which  systematic  provision 
is  made  for  educating  the  rising  generation,  for  no  com- 
munity is  safe  where  ignorance  prevails, — and  just  in  pro- 
portion as  the  community  becomes  intelligent  and  enlight- 
ened, does  crime  and  vice  recede  and  disappear. 

These  are  followed  by  the  seminary  and  the  university, 
in  which  higher  grades  of  education  are  acquired. 

Then  come  the  great  charities — hospitals  for  the  sick, 
where  they  are  nursed  and  watched  with  maternal  care; 
houses  for  the  poor,  where  they  are  fed  and  clothed,  and 
all  their  immediate  wants  supplied;  and  Asylums  where 
men  of  the  most  exalted  genius  and  skill  devote  themselves 
to  the  work  of  restoring  the  wandering  and  dethroned  rea- 
son of  the  insane,  and  of  enlightening  the  dark  chaotio 
mind  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind. 

These  various  steps  in  the  progress  of  a  civilized  com- 
munity, have  been  taken  by  the  young  and  prosperous 
State  of  Michigan,  and  within  the  brief  space  of  twenty 
years,  nearly  all  the  institutions  which  beautify  and  adorn 
older  communities,  have  been  planted  and  are  flourishing 
here.  It  is  peculiarly  fitting  and  appropriate,  then,  that 
we  assemble  here  to-day  to  celebrate  with  honor  and  so- 
lemnity, the  commencement  of  an  edifice  which  is  designed 
to  supply  the  enlarged  wants  of  the  State,  for  an  institu- 
tion already  founded,  in  which,  without  performing  mira- 
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cles,  the  deaf  have  been  almost  made  to  hear,  and  the 
blind  have  nearly  had  their  sight  restored  to  them.  The 
unfortnnate  class  for  whom  we  rear  this  edifice  is  justly 
entitled  to  our  warmest  sympathies  —and  vv^e  have  the  full- 
est confidence  that  the  motives  which  have  prompted  oar 
people  to  undertake  this  noble  vvrork,  vfill  receive  the 
hearty  commendations  of  the  good,  both  of  the  present  and 
of  future  generations  ;  and  that  the  institution  whose 
foundation  we  this  day  lay,  will  diffuse  the  choicest  bless- 
ings long  after  the  actors  in  this  scene  shall  have  passed 
away.  As  this  unfortunate  class,  for  long  years  to  come, 
are  gathered  here,  we  trust  that  knowledge  of  the  most 
important  kind,  otherwise  hidden,  will  be  revealed  to  them 
— a  knowledge  of  the  world  and  its  enjoyments — of  them- 
selves— of  their  relations  to  their  fellow  man  and  to  their 
Maker — knowledge  which  shall  fit  them  for  usefulness  and 
happiness  here,  and  which  shall  inspire  them  with  the 
hopes  and  the  prospects  of  the  Christian  for  the  future. 

The  Governor  was  followed  by  Hon.  D.  W.  C.  Leach, 
Representative  in  Congress  from  this  District,  who 
mounted  upon  the  stone  just  laid  to  its  place,  and  delivered 
a  speech  in  the  ringing  and  eloquent  tones  for  which  that 
gentlman  has  established  a  reputation,  and  which  met 
with  frequent  cheers  from  the  surrounding  multitude — 
congratulating  his  old  friends  of  this  County  upon  the 
auspicious  occasion. 

We  regret  that  the  limited  time  we  have  for  preparing 
the  proceedings  for  publication,  will  not  enable  us  to  give 
'he  remarks  of  our  esteemed  Congressman. 

Mr.  Leach  was  followed  by  two  deaf  mutes,  teachers  in 
the  Asylum,  who,  in  their  graceful  and  eloquent  ''sign  lan- 
guage," addressed  the  audience,  severally,  for  some  time. 
Their  addresses,  written  out  previous  to  delivery,  were 
read,  as  they  proceeded,  by  the  talented  son  of  Mr.  Fay, 
the  Principal.  Their  thoughts  found  voiceless  utterance 
in  the  following  form  : 
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MR.  M.  L.  BREG'S  ADDRESS. 

This  noble  edifice — the  laying  of  whose  corner  stone  we 
now  celebrate — will  be  the  pride  and  ornament  of  Michi- 
gan, to  whom  much  credit  will  be  given  for  her  prudent 
and  wise  liberality  towards  her  afflicted  children.  Its 
many  friends  will  rejoice  with  me  that  this  building  will 
rank  next  to  the  new  one  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  New 
York,  in  magnitude  and  magnificence.  As  the  audience 
recur  to  the  period  when  humane  and  philanthropic  insti- 
tutions began  to  invite  the  unfortunate  to  be  educated, 
they  .vill  be  much  impressed  with  the  rapid  progress  of 
philanthrophy. 

The  ancients  attained  a  warlike  oratory  and  philosophi- 
cal fame,  but  not  philanthropy — which  shines  in  our  age 
like  a  diamond.  My  chief  curiosity  is,  that  in  the  splen- 
dor and  magnificence  of  Isreal,  no  humane  Asylum  was 
opened  to  the  afflicted.  God,  who  could  have  taught  the 
Jews  how  to  build  Asylams,  fixed  the  time  of  the  begin- 
ning of  philanthropic  institutions  after  the  Christian  era. 
The  Son  of  Man  wrought  wonderful  miracles  upon  the 
deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  having  much  compassion 
upon  them.  Thus  Christianity  began  philanthropy.  The 
deaf  and  dumb  remained  in  ignorance  till  1760,  when  the 
sunshine  of  education  began  to  dispel  the  darkness  envel- 
oping their  minds.  At  this  time,  the  Abbe  De  L'Bpee,- 
whose  name  stands  in  the  world  for  perfect  benevolence, 
established  the  first  school  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  his 
own  expense.  His  success  soon  led  to  the  establishment 
of  many  other  schools  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  When  the 
success  w^hich  attended  the  French  and  English  schools 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  was  known,  so  great  was  the  com- 
passion of  a  few  benevolent  individuals  for  the  unfortunate 
ones  of  our  own  country,  that  they  delayed  not  to  send  a 
philanthropist — the  deceased  Gallaudet — to  England  and 
France  to  obtain  knowledge  of  the  system  of  teaching. 
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In  1817,  this  benevolent  man  established  the  American 
Asylum  at  Hartford,  the  first  on  the  Western  Continent. 
Since  then,  many  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  have 
sprung  up  in  the  United  States.  I  am  very  proud  to  have 
been  born  in  the  United  States,  where  much  attention  is 
paid  to  the  education  of  not  only  speaking  and  hearing 
children,  but  also  of  the  mute  and  the  blind. 

I  thank  God  that  "  the  silent  children  "  are  restored  to 
society,  and  enjoy  the  privilege  of  conversing  with  whom 
they  please.  On  their  going  to  school,  the  blank  of  their 
minds  disappears  and  intelligence  is  developed  as  if  by 
magic.  They  still  labor,  and  ever  must,  under  many  diffi- 
culties and  disadvantages  which  speaking  and  hearing  per- 
sons cannot  realize.  However  they  are  contented  and 
happy,  and  satisfied  with  their  lot.  How  precious  the 
thought  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  that  the  first  voice  which 
they  shall  hear,  is  that  of  the  great  physician,  and  then 
they  will  gladly  sing  sweet  strains  of  music  to  Him. 

MR.  JAMES  DENISON'S  ADDRESS. 

Forty  years  ago,  when  Grallaudet  and  Clerc  commenced 
their  work  of  benevolence  in  America,  Michigan  was  a 
vast  wilderness,  inhabited  by  the  aborigines,  except  here 
and  there,  where  the  white  man  had  planted  a  few  small 
settlements.  Now,  how  great  the  contrast!  Cities  and 
villages  have  started  into  life  on  every  side.  Detroit,  from 
being  a  mere  collection  of  log  huts  and  fur  traders'  depots, 
has  taken  her  stand  as  one  of  the  principal  places  in  the 
United  States  in  population  and  importance.  District 
Schools,  Academies  and  high  Seminaries  of  learning  have 
sprung  up  and  flourished  under  the  enlightened  policy  of 
of  Michigan.  Young  in  years,  she  takes  the  lead  of  the  sis- 
terhood of  States  in  providing  for  the  educational  wants 
of  her  children,  and  among  them  all,  she  does  not  forget 
the  unfortunate — the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  blind. 

We  meet  to-day  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  buildings 
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she  has  granted  most  ample  means  to  construct ;  guided 
by  her  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  those  deprived  of  the 
"  most  precious  gifts  of  hearing  and  of  sight."  In  erecting 
these  edifices,  Michigan  will  build  for  herself  a  monument 
on  whose  enduring  front  will  be  perpetuated  in  characters 
of  gold  the  record  of  a  generosity  not  less  noble  than  just. 

Through  their  portals  many  will  enter  to  be  shown  for 
the  first  time  the  fountain  of  knowledge,  and  the  way  to 
*'that  bright  and  beautiful  land  "  "  where  the  wicked  cease 
from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest."  The  deaf  and 
dumb  will  be  told  in  their  own  expressive  and  graceful 
pantomime  how  there  the  children  of  silence"  shall  be- 
come "angels  of  melody."  Their  lot  in  this  world  will 
bear  more  gentl}'  on  them,  when  they  know  that  their 
voices  shall  mingle  in  the  anthem  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving, ever  ascending  from  the  Heavenly  Choir  to  the 
throne  of  the  Most  High.  And  the  hearts  of  the  blind 
will  be  made  glad  with  the  promise  of  the  day  when  their 
eyes  shall  behold  the  Son  of  Righteousness  in  all  his  glory 
and  majesty. 

It  may  not  be  deemed  amiss  if  I  bring  these  remarks  to 
a  close  with  a  few  words  concerning  myself,  especially  as 
my  connection  with  this  institution  is  soon  to  be  dissolved. 
A  son  of  the  lamented  Gallaudet  is  at  Washington  attempt- 
ing to  establish  there  a  school  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  as 
the  father  established  one  at  Hartford.  He  has  called  me 
to  assist  him  in  his  noble  undertaking.  Though  aware 
that  his  good  opinion  is  not  warranted  by  my  merits,  yet 
such  a  call  I  cannot  refuse.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I 
look  forward  to  the  hour  of  parting  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay, 
whose  many  acts  of  kindness  I  have,  as  yet,  done  nothing 
to  deserve  or  to  repay.  The  fragrance  of  the  memory  of 
these  acts  will  ever  be  with  me  a  continual  benediction 
until  the  end  of  life's  pilgrimage.  If  the  best  wishes  of  a 
humble  individual  like  myself  for  their  success  and  pros- 
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perity,  can  accomplish  anything,  I  give  them  with  my 
whole  heart  and  soul. 

Under  their  management  this  institution  has  acquired 
its  present  high  position  ;  it  has  steadily  increased  in  the 
confidence  and  affection  of  its  supporters  from  the  com- 
mencement ;  and  bids  fair,  if  continued  under  the  same 
judicious  supervision,  to  rise  to  a  prosperity  and  an  influ- 
ence that  will  place  it  among  the  first  of  the  institutions 
of  the  kind  in  our  country.  And  though  I  regret  that  I 
shall  not  share  the  blessing  of  the  bright  days  in  store  for 
it,  I  shall  always  rejoice  to  mark  the  progress  in  the  path 
to  usefulness  and  success  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for 
THE  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind. 

We  know  of  nothing  more  forcibly  calculated  to  point 
out  the  great  usefulness  and  beneficence  of  such  institu- 
tions as  the  one  Michigan  is  now  raising,  than  the  reflec- 
tion, that  the  brightness  of  that  genuine  nobility  of 
thought,  whose  shape  we  are  thus  enabled  to  transfer  from 
the  movements  of  those  two  deaf  mutes  to  our  types — 
must  have  been  shrouded  in  the  blackness  of  darkness  for- 
ever, in  their  case  as  well  as  in  all  similar,  if  no  effort  had 
ever  been  made  by  their  more  fortunate  fellow-beings,  in 
behalf  of  that  class  to  which  those  silent  orators  belong. 

A  description  of  the  plans  of  the  building  was  given  at 
this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  by  J.  B.  Walker,  Esq.,  the 
Building  Commissioner,  as  follows  : 

PLAN  OF  BUILDING. 

The  site  of  the  building  is  near  the  center  of  about 
ninety  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  State,  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Institution.  It  occupies  an  elevation  from  which  the 
ground  descends  each  way,  and  from  which,  after  the  trees 
are  cleared  away,  there  will  be  a  fine  view  of  the  city  of 
Flint  and  the  surrounding  country. 

The  front  elevation  shows  a  front  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  but  to  save  ex- 
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pense,  each  side  portico  is  left  off,  leaving  a  front  of  two 
hundred  feet. 

The  side  elevation  shows  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-six  feet  from  one  extreme  to  the  other — thus  oc- 
cupying a  square  area  containing  more  than  one  and  one- 
fourth  acres. 

The  whole  exterior  line  of  the  buildings,  porticos,  wings, 
projections  and  connections,  measure  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty -four  feet,  or  more  than  one-third  of  a 
mile. 

The  extreme  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  foundation 
to  the  .top  of  the  main  spire,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet. 

When  completed,  there  will  be  something  over  five  hun- 
dred windows  in  the  building. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  building,  when  complet- 
ed, although  comparatively  plain,  will  reflect  great  credit 
upon  the  architect  and  draftsman,  A.  Jordan,  Esq.,  of 
Detroit. 

The  internal  finish  will  be  plain  and  substantial.  In  its 
arrangement,  reference  has  been  had  to  utility  and  con- 
venience, rather  than  show. 

The  rear  or  school  wing,  with  the  exception  of  porticos, 
is  completed. 

The  substantial  manner  in  which  the  mason-work  is  done, 
and  the  skill  and  taste  displayed  in  the  joiner-work,  have 
elicited  high  compliments  from  all  sources,  to  Messrs.  John 
T.  Johnson,  and  Reuben  Van  Tifilin,  the  respective  fore- 
men of  those  branches. 

This  wing  is  designed,  ultimately,  to  be  used  only  as 
school-rooms,  lecture  and  apparatus-rooms,  except  the  base- 
ment, which  will  be  used  for  work-shops. 

The  basement  of  this  wing  is  now  used  as  kitchen,  din- 
ing-room, wash-rooms,  bath-rooms,  stove-rooms,  and  sleep- 
ing rooms  for  domestics. 

The  first  story  is  occupied  as  receiving-room,  music- 
room,  Pricipal's  office,  and  school-rooms. 
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In  the  second  story  are  the  family  rooms  of  the  Princi- 
pal, teachers^  rooms,  and  pupils'  dormitories. 

The  rooms  in  the  third  story  are  used  as  clothes-rooms 
and  pupils'  dormitories. 

In  the  mnin  front  building  wiH\be  public  and  private 
parlors — rooms  in  which  pupils  of  each  class  will  meet 
their  friends — music-room,  library,' Principal  s  office,  family 
rooms  for  Principal  and  Matron,"and  private  rooms  for 
Teachers  and  Assistants,  and  bedrooms  for  visitors.  The 
right  wing  is  designed  for  male  pupils  and  the  left  wing 
for  female  pupils. 

In  the  basement  of  each  is  a  wash-room,  an  ironing  and 
drying  room,  and  a  bath  room. 

The  first  floor  of  each  will  be  occupied  as  a  sitting  and 
study  room. 

In  the  second  story  will  be  a  hospital  and  the  necessary 
ante-rooms,  and  the  balance  of  the  second  story,  and  all  of 
the  third  story  will  be  occupied  as  pupils'  clothes  rooms 
and  dormitories. 

The  center  building  basement  will  be  occupied  as  a 
kitchen;  the  first  story  as  a  dining  room,  and  what  corres- 
ponds with  the  second  and  third  stories  in  the  other  build- 
ing, is  here  thrown  into  one,  and  will  be  used  as  a  chapel. 
It  is  connected  with  the  front  building  by  brick  walls  from 
the  ground  to  above  the  entrance  to  the  chapel.  Above 
this  there  is  no  connection. 

At  the  rear  end  the  first  story  is  connected  with  the 
first  story  of  each  side  wing,  and  the  school  wing,  by  a 
covered  corridor,  raised  on  arches  so  as  to  drive  under. 

The  whole  building,  when  completed,  will  be  heated  by 
steam  and  lighted  by  gas,  thus  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
having  any  fire  in  the  building. 

The  engine  house  will  be  located  in  rear  of  the  school 

wing,  in  which  will  be  placed  steam-pipes  of  sufficient 

length  to  furnish  warm  air  to  the  whole  building. 

From  the  engine  house,  an  air  duct  will  pass  under  the 
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basement  of  each  building  and  wing,  through  which  the 
warm  air  is  forced  by  means  of  a  fan  attached  to  the  steam 
engine,  and  entering  the  flues  which  open  into  the  walls 
below  the  basement  floor,  passes  up  and  supplies  each 
room  with  warm  air. 

Combined  with  the  system  of  heating,  is  the  system  of 
ventilation. 

There  are  ventilating  flues  opening  from  the  upper  part 
of  each  room,  through  which  the  vitiated  air  of  each  room 
is  forced  by  the  same  power  that  introduces  the  warm  air. 
The  foul  air  passes  up  iato  the  ventilating  cupolas  con- 
structed for  that  purpose.  Thus  a  current  of  warmed  or 
cold  air,  as  the  case  requires,  is  forced  through  each  room 
at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  three  minutes  ;  and  to  supply  all 
the  rooms  with  warm  and  pure  air,  about  five  hundred 
flues  are  required,  which,  if  all  thrown  into  one  passage, 
would  be  about  six  miles  in  length. 

The  gas  pipe,  for  lighting  the  school  wing,  is  already  put 
in;  and  for  the  whole  building,  at  least  five  thousand  feet 
of  gas  pipe  will  be  required.  The  steam  boiler  and  the 
building  will  be  supplied  with  water  from  Schwartz  Creek, 
which  crosses  our  grounds  just  in  rear  of  the  building. 

We  are  now  putting  in  hydraulic  works  of  sufficient 
power  to  carry  water  to  the  highest  point  of  the  roof  of 
the  building,  thus  supplying  all  the  ordinary  wants  of  the 
institution,  as  well  as  being  at  all  times  convenient  to  ex- 
tinguish fire,  if  by  any  means  it  should  become  necessary. 

With  the  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature  last 
winter,  we  hope  to  get  up  the  walls  that  are  commenced, 
and  get  the  roof  on:  and  we  hope  the  next  Legislature 
will  appropriate  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  complete  the 
building  during  the  two  succeeding  years,  when  we  shall 
be  able  to  accommodate  three  hundred  and  fifty  pupils. 

Music  again,  followed  by  a  benediction  by  Rev.  H.  H. 
Northrop,  which  closed  the  public  exercises.  A  procession 
was  formed,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Croesman,  from 


No.  10. 


67 


the  grounds  where  the  exercises  were  held,  to  the  Asylum 
Building,  marching  with  the  accompaniment  of  music  in 
the  following  order  of  procession,  ladies  to  accompany  the 
gentlemen  in  whose  charge  they  are  respectively  : 

1.  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  with  the  President  of 
the  day. 

2.  Present  and  former  Boards  of  Trustees. 

3.  Invited  guests  from  abroad. 

4.  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Flint. 

5.  Editors  and  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic press. 

6.  Clergy. 

7.  Invited  Guests  from  the  City  of  Flint. 

8.  Goodrich  and  Flint  Brass  Bands. 

In  this  order,  the  guests  marched  to  the  Hall,  where 
about  one  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  sat  down  to  a 
sumptuous  banquet  table,  prepared  by  the  Principal  and 
his  lady,  replete  with  every  thing  that,  on  such  an  occa- 
sion could  delight  the  eye  or  please  the  palate.  A  bless- 
ing having  been  asked  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Goodman,  the  most 
ample  justice  was  done  to  the  viands  which  covered  the 
table. 
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LEGISLATUEE,  1861. 


BIENNIAL  REPORT  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and 
the  Blind,  for  the  years  1859  and  1860. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  De^ 
and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  as  required  by  law,  herewith  submit 
their  Biennial  Report : 

At  the  time  of  making  their  last  report,  the  Board  confidently 
-expected  before  this  time  to  have  a  large  portion  of  the  build- 
ings then  in  progress  of  erection  completed,  and  to  have  accom- 
modations for  many  more  pupils  of  these  unfortunate  classes 
than  they  have  as  yet  been  enabled  to  furnish. 

It  will  be  seen  by  examining  our  last  report  that  we  expected 
from  the  Legislature,  at  its  session  in  1859,  for  carrying  on  the 
Institution  and  completing  the  buildings,  as  originally  designed, 
an  appropriation  much  larger  than  that  honorable  body  thought 
best  to  grant ;  and  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Acting 
Commissioner,  hereto  annexed,  it  will  be  found  that  the  amount 
granted  could  not  be  realized  as  soon  as  was  anticipated  by 
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the  Commissioner  and  Board.  For  these  reasons,  particularly 
the  latter,  the  completion  of  the  buildings  has  not  been  brought 
so  near  to  a  close  as  the  Board  would  have  been  pleased  to 
report.  However,  considerable  progress  has  been  made,  and 
for  the  present  condition,  so  far  as  can  be  given  in  their  pro- 
gressive state,  the  Board  would  refer  to  said  report  of  the  Act- 
ing Commissioner. 

It  is  presumed  in  the  erection  of  all  buildings  of  large  size, 
and  for  the  intended  accommodation  of  hundreds  of  individuals, 
it  will  be  found,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  very  convenient  to 
change  more  or  less  the  original  plan  of  the  buildings.  Some, 
changes  have  been  made  in  these.  The  center  building,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  Acting  Commissioner's  report,  has  been  en 
larged,  which  will  add  much  to  the  convenience  and  benefit  of  the 
Institution.  In  making  these  changes,  it  is  believed  that  the 
true  economy  of  the  Institution  has  been  kept  in  view  and 
promoted. 

Not  receiving  but  a  small  part  of  the  appropriation  of  1859 
until  1860,  and  not  yet  having  received  any  part  of  the  small 
appropriation  for  the  year  1860,  has  delayed  much  the  progress 
of  the  work,  and  added  considerably  to  the  expense,  both  of 
which  it  would  have  been  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  have 
avoided,  but  could  not  be  by  them  controlled. 

The  want  of  means  to  press  forward  the  work  as  early  as 
was  anticipated,  still  leaves  the  buildings  in  process  of  erection 
so  far  incomplete  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  Board  to 
furnish  the  pupils  an  opportunity  of  learning  any  trade.  It  is 
with  much  regret  that  the  Board  acknowledge  their  inability  to 
provide  for  this  branch  of  the  education  of  the  pupils,  and  they 
would  refer  to  their  last  report,  showing  more  fully  the  neces- 
sity of  teaching  every  pupil  some  method  by  which  to  obtain 
a  living. 

It  is  believed  that  all  classes  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  look  with  favor  upon  this  and  kindred  institutions  and  - 
are  satisfied  to  have  their  money  used  with  prudence  and  econ- 
omy for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the 
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blind.  We  trust,^therefore,  and  believe,  for  the  above  reason, 
and  from  the  former  recommendations  of  our  Governors  and  the 
liberal  appropriations  made  by  former  Legislatures,  that  the 
Legislature  of  1861  will  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  not  only 
for  the  ordinary  and  educational  wants  of  the  pupils,  but  also 
to  complete  and  furnish  all  the  buildings  now  in  progress  of 
erection  ;  so  that  this  institution  may  be  provided  with  all  the 
conveniences  and  facilities  of  like  institutions  in  other  States. 
And  as  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of  a  liberal  appropriation  to 
complete  the  buildings,  the  Board  would  refer  to  the  very  able 
and  full  report  of  the  Principal  of  the  Institution,  hereunto  an- 
nexed. 

Although  since  our  last  report,  death  has  twice  visited  the 
inmates  of  the  Institution,  and  each  time  claimed  a  victim,  the 
general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  good,  and  the  Board  be- 
lieve the  locality  healthy,  and  in  this  respect,  well  chosen. 

The  Board  would  again,  as  in  their  last  report,  refer  with 
pride  to  the  neatness  and  cleanliness  prevalent  in  the  Institu- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  good  order  and  discipline  maintained 
among  the  pupils. 

The  Principal  and  his  lady  and  teachers  seem  to  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  those  committed  to  their  care,  and  the 
Board  have  watched  with  pleasure  the  mental  growth  of  these 
children  of  misfortune  ;  and  especially  among  the  deaf  and 
dumb  it  is  pleasant  to  witness  the  growth  of  manhood  and  in- 
tellect depicted  in  their  countenances.  Many  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  when  they  first  enter  this  Institution  have  but  little  more 
intelligence  expressed  in  their  countenances  than  the  idiot,  and 
it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  dim  rays  of  reason  and  in- 
telligence can  be  seen  to  grow  brighter  and  brighter,  and  the 
darkened  countenance  lighted  up  and  showing  signs  of  reason- 
ing powers  and  faculties  within. 

Much  has  been  done  within  the  past  half  century  to  alleviate 
the  miseries  and  misfoi'tunes  of  mankind.  Before  this  period 
the  blind  and  the  deaf  and  dumb  were  left  to  take  care  of  them- 
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selves,  or  at  least  did  not  receive  but  very  little  care  from  others 
and  that  little  the  least  that  could  possibly  be  bestowed. 

"  The  deaf  and  dumb  man  was  held  aloof  from  all  communion 
with  his  kind.  The  blind  man  was  set  aside  as  an  almost  utter- 
ly helpless  and  pitiable  creature.  The  mantle  of  true  charity 
liad  no  fold  with  which  to  cover  them.  They  were  pushed  out- 
side the  circle  of  human  sympathy. 

"  The  world  is  better  now  because  it  is  wiser.  The  causes  of 
these  abnormal  conditions  of  humanity  have  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  scientific  analysis  as  well  as  of  a  tender  christian  chari- 
*  *  *  *  rpj^^  acutest  intellect,  the  most  unwearied 
patience  have  been  devoted  to  the  duty  of  giving  eyes  to  the 
blind,  voices  to  the  dumb,  to  shedding  light,  *  *  *  and 
dispelling  darkness  where  no  light  had  ever  been. 

The  present  age  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  material  tri- 
umphs, of  its  subjugations  of  the  great  forces  of  nature  to  the 
will  of  man.  It  has  still  more  reason  to  be  thankful  that  the 
divine  philosophy  of  the  christian  religion  has  received  a  new 
and  practical  application  to  human  life  in  its  humblest  and  most 
painful  relations." 

Almost  can  we  say,  in  the  language  of  our  Great  Redeemer, 
that  the  blind  are  made  to  see  and  the  dumb  to  speak. 

Who  would  not  take  a  part,  who  would  not  put  forth  an  ef- 
fort, who  would  not  take  from  his  purse,  if  need  be,  to  assist 
in  so  goodly  and  kindly  a  work  that  will  open  to  the  darkened, 
and  benighted  soul  a  book  of  knowledge  from  the  pages  of 
which  it  may  grow  wiser  and  wiser  through  eternity  ? 

Who  would  not  send  the  tsljs  of  light  containing  truth  and 
reason,  philosophy,  morality  and  religion  to  the  spirit  and  mind 
of  him  whose  physical  form  is  clothed  in  outer  darkness  ?  Who 
would  not  have  a  part  in  sending  the  rays  of  the  light  of 
knowledge  to  guide  the  moral  and  intellectual  path  of  him  who 
has  never  seen  one  ray  of  light  from  our  common  sun  to  guide 
his  footsteps  or  cheer  his  pathway  ? 

In  a  word,  so  far  as  he  has  the  power  and  the  means,  who 
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would  not  be  instrumental  in  giving  eyesight  to  the  blind  and 
speech  to  the  dumb  ? 

The  Board  have  proof  that  the  hearts,  hands  and  purses  of 
the  citizens  of  Michigan  have  always  heretofore  been  open  to 
assist  these  unfortunate  classes,  and  they  believe  that  the  Leg- 
islature of  1861  will  make  all  needful  appropriations  for  com- 
pleting and  furnishing  the  building  without  unnecessary  delay, 
and  for  conducting  the  Institution  for  the  next  two  years. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  are  upon  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary in  each  year,  and  quarterly  thereafter,  while  in  the  interims 
such  other  meetings  are  held  as  the  Board  deem  necessary. 
Our  political  year  ends  on  the  last  day  of  November. 

At  our  regular  quarterly  meetings  the  pay  and  expenses  of 
the  Board,  salary  of  Principal  and  teachers,  and  the  incidental 
expenses  and  all  other  unpaid  claims,  if  presented,  are  examined 
and  allowed.  The  annexed  report  of  tlie  acting  Commissioner 
shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  last  two  years,  but 
brings  forward  the  ordinary  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  In- 
stitution only  until  the  first  day  of  October  last.  The  many 
hands  now  at  work  upon  the  buildings  and  fixtures  are  daily 
and  hourly  lessening  the  amount  of  the  unexpended  part  of  the 
appropriations.  An  early  appropriation  will  therefore  be  needed 
to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Institution,  and  to  com- 
plete and  carry  out  the  present  plans  and  contracts. 

BENJAMIN  PIERSON, 
JAMES  B.  WALKER, 
JOHN  P.  LeROY, 

Board  of  Trustees. 

November,  30th,  1860. 
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COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 
Section  one  of  Act  No.  254,  of  Session  Laws  of  1859,  entitled 
"  An  Act  making  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Michigan  Asy- 
lum for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  at  Flint,"  reads  as 
follows  : 

"  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact,  That  the  sum  of 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  supporting  the  Asylum  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind,  at  Flint,  and  for  the  purchase  and 
putting  into  operation  the  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus^ 
and  for  finishing  so  much  of  the  building  as  can  be  done  the 
present  year  ;  and  the  further  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dol- 
lars for  supporting  the  Asylum  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty,  be  and  are  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the  general 
fund,  and  the  same  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  said  Asylum 
fund  on  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  respective 
years  above  mentioned,  and  bo  drawn  upon  warrants  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  countersigned  by  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral, and  be  applied  as  above  provided." 

The  Legislature  undoubtedly  made  this  appropriation  in  this 
way  in  good  faith,  supposing,  from  precedent,  that  the  money 
having  been  appropriated,  and  provision  made  for  its  being 
collected,  the  State  Treasurer  would  advance  the  amount  appro- 
priated for  each  year,  so  that  it  could  be  used  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  although  no  part  of  the  amount  would  be  paid, 
into  the  Treasury  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  in  which^ 
according  to  the  law,  it  was  to  be  used. 

Upon  application  to  the  State  Treasurer,  after  the  passage  of 
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this  act,  he  declared  it  impossible  to  advance  the  amount  so 
that  it  could  be  used  during  the  years  specified  in  the  act. 

It  was  found  to  be  with  great  diflficulty  that  enough  could  be 
advanced  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  to 
cancel  the  outstanding  indebtedness  and  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses to  keep  the  Institution  in  operation.  By  reference  to 
the  annexed  table  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  it  will  be  seen 
that  instead  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars  to  use  during  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  only  fifty-two  thousand  has  been 
drawn  up  to  the  present  time  ;  out  of  which  the  expenses  of 
the  Institution  have  had  to  be  paid  for  two  years  instead  of  one, 
as  contemplated  by  the  act,  thus  reducing  the  amount  to  be 
used  for  building  purposes,  not  only  the  amount  not  drawn  from 
the  Treasury,  but  also  one  years'  expenses  of  the  Institution, 
which  had  to  be  paid  out  of  the  amount  drawn. 

It  was  so  late  in  the  season  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  be- 
fore money  could  be  drawn  for  building  purposes,  that  the  work 
was  necessarily  delayed  and  is  still  in  progress,  thus  rendering 
it  impracticable  at  this  time  to  state  the  precise  cost  of  each  de- 
scription of  work  done  or  in  progress  ;  but  I  will  state  as  near 
as  I  can  in  general  terms,  what  has  been  done  since  commenc- 
ing work  in  the  season  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty.  The 
center  building,  as  shown  in  the  original  plan,  containing  the 
kitchen,  dining  room,  and  chapel,  was  found  to  be  entirely  too 
small  for  the  necessities  of  the  number  of  pupils  that  would 
otherwise  be  accommodated  in  the  Institution.  Accordingly  the 
Board  of  Trustees  decided  to  enlarge  the  center  building  ten 
feet  in  width  and  eleven  feet  in  length,  besides  a  projection  on 
each  side  for  a  passage  way  from  each  of  the  wings  of  the  main 
building  to  the  center  building.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to 
state  the  expense  of  these  additions  to  the  dimensions  of  the 
center  building  as  the  work  has  not  yet  been  measured.  This 
center  building  has  been  built  and  covered  with  a  slate  roof ;  a 
fine  ventilating  cupola,  (which  is  not  shown  in  the  original 
plan)  is  built  in  the  roof,  the  windows  are  put  in,  the  floors  laid, 
and  most  of  the  doors  put  in. 
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The  corridors  connecting  it  with  the  main  building,  with  the 
wings  of  the  main  building  and  with  the  school  wing,  are  built 
and  covered  with  a  tin  roof.  A  slate  roof  has  been  put  on  the 
school  wing  and  two  ventilating  cupolas  built  in  it. 

The  cupolas  on  the  main  building  and  its  two  wings  have 
been  finished. 

A  brick  building,  26  feet  by  110  feet,  has  been  built  in  rear 
of  the  other  buildings  for  a  boiler  room,  engine  room,  coil  cham- 
ber, and  laundry.  It  has  a  tin  roof.  The  windows  and  most  of 
the  doors  are  in.  A  chimney  eighty-five  feet  high,  with  a  flue 
from  the  boiler,  has  been  built. 

A  very  perfect  but  rather  expensive  system  of  sewerage  has 
been  adopted  and  nearly  completed.  Two  cisterns  capable  of 
containing  five  hundred  barrels  each,  have  been  built  in  a  most 
perfect  and  durable  manner. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Nason  & 
Dodge,  of  New  York  City,  for  furnishing  and  putting  in  the 
warming  and  ventilating  apparatus,  which  is  now  being  put  in. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Mr.  Worthington, 
of  New  York  City,  for  furnishing  and  putting  in  a  steam  pump 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  supply  the  Institution  and  boiler  with 
water  from  the  river,  and  a  brick  pump  house  and  a  reservoir  has 
been  built  and  the  steam  and  water  pipes  are  being  laid. 

A  cooking  range  has  been  procured  and  is  now  being  put  up. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

J.  B.  WALKER, 

Acting  Commissioner. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT, 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Michigan  Asylum 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  for  the  two  fiscal  years 
commencing  December  Isf,  1858,  and  ending  November  30fh, 


1860. 

Paid  balance  reported  due  from  State,  November  30, 

1858,  $  2,719  92 

Paid  for  brick,   6,613  86 

Paid  for  quarry  stone,  cutting  stone,  mason  work, 
and  slating,  all  done  by  one  man  and  work  not 
completed  or  measured,  so  as  to  state  the  cost  of 

each  kind  of  work  separately,   8,658  68 

Paid  for  lumber  and  timber,   t,9t5  49 

"     joiner  work,   3,199  20 

labor,   2,724  58 

castings,  iron  work,  blacksmithing,  &c., .  .  .  524  37 

"     oils  and  paints,   1,109  50 

"     painting  and  glazing,   1,094  29 

"     hardware,  tin-roofing  &c.,   2,670  75 

"     team  work,   1,927  36 

^'     insurance  on  school  wing,   400  00 

"     field  stones,   548  93 

^'     freight  on  hardware,  oil  and  paints,  &c., .  .  166  86 

glass,   157  13 

stone  sewer  pipe,   21  73 

"     towards  warming  and  ventilating  appara- 
tus,   1,900  00 

"     lead  and  gas  pipe,   21  73 

^'     express  charges  on  reports,.   2  75 

manure,   50  00 
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Paid  for  incidental  expenses  of  Institution,   10,314  67 

"     burial  lot  in  Glenwood  Cemetery,   15  00 

"     two  coffins  and  use  of  hearse  for  two  pupils,  22  00 

"     services  of  sexton  digging  graves,  &c., ...  6  00 

"     tuning  piano,   7  00 

cabinet  work,   5  00 

sash,   135  84 

cooking  range,   200  00 

boxing     do    10  00 

Paid  B.  M.  Fay,  salary  as  Principal,   2,000  00 

"    Mrs.  B.  M.  Fay,    "     Matron   600  00 

"    W.  L.  M.  Bregg,  "     Teacher,   737  50 

Thos.  L.  Brown,              "    371  87 

"    J.  L.  Green,                   "    33  33 

"    Bella  H.  Ransom,            "    325  00 

"    Harr. L.Seymour,''          "    138  33 

''    Anna  Cook,                    "    50  00 

"    Elizabeth  Cameron,  salary  as  Teacher,   25  00 

Esther  M.  Aber,             "    37  50 

"    Lawrence  D.  Taylor,       "  Music  Teacher, ..  .  158  33 

"    Miss  Ellen  Stewart,        "       ''                .  . .  150  00 

"    G.  W.  Fish,  M.  D,          "    Physician,   6142 

''    Daniel  Clark,  M.  D.        "          "    109  00 

Acting  Commissioner,     "    1,600  00 

John  P.  LeRoy,  for  time  and  exp.  as  Trustee,.  354  00 

"    Benjamin  Pierson,       "          "          "        .  168  00 

"    traveling  expenses  of  Acting  Commissioner, .  .  321  50 


Total,   $61,234  09 

Cash  received  from  Asylum  Fund,  $52,000  00 

"     General  Fund,   2,459  08 


$54,483  33 


Balance, 


$6,750  76 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen — Another  two  years  have  passed  away,  and  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  lay  before  you  my  Fourth  Biennial  Report. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  state  that  our  Institu- 
tion is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  is  carrying  out  its  grand 
designs  in  the  moral  and  mental  cultivation  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  B^ind  committed  to  our  care. 

During  the  last  two — as  in  former  years — the  health  of  the 
pupils  generally  has  been  good,  having  been  visited  by  no  pre- 
vailing sickness  ;  and  yet  in  sorrow  we  are  obliged  to  relate 
that  death  has  entered  our  ranks — thougli^out  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  pupils  during  the  six  years  our  Institution  has 
existed,  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  our  sad  duty  to  record 
such  an  event. 

Corydon  Fales,  a  deaf  mute  from  Saginaw  county,  aged  28 
years,  died  May  21,  1859.  The  disease,  scrofula — supposed  to 
be  inherent  to  his  system  from  a  child,  and  the  cause  of  his 
deafness — ^about  five  weeks  previous  assuming  the  form  of  ul- 
cers in  the  head,  at  last  affected  the  brain  and  caused  his  death, 
in  spite  of  all  that  medical  skill  and  good  nursing  could  do  for 
him. 

He  had  no  parents,  and  so  far  as  is  known,  no  near  relatives 
living  ;  but  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  Asylum  were  real 
mourners,  and  followed  in  procession  the  remains  to  Glenwood 
Cemetery,  and  there,  on  a  most  beautiful  Sabbath  day,  under 
the  shade  of  a  natural  growth  of  maples,  they  beheld  with  ten- 
derness and  awe,  all  that  remained  of  their  friend  and  school- 
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mate,  descend  into  the  grave  and  the  earth  closed  over  him  for- 
ever. 

He  was  a  young  man  of  good  moral  habits  and  amiable  dis- 
position, and  his  death  was  sincerely  lamented  by  all  the  in- 
mates of  the  Institution. 

April  26,  1860,  we  were  called  to  mourn  the  decease  of  John 
La  Monde,  an  orphan  boy,  from  Detroit,  aged  It  years.  By  a 
postmortem  examination  it  was  ascertained  that  tubercles  had 
formed  on  his  lungs,  though  the  more  immediate  cause  of  his 
death  was  congestion  of  the  brain. 

His  funeral  solemnities  were  attended  also  on  a  pleasant  Sab- 
bath, and  we  deposited  his  earthly  remains  by  the  side  of  his 
schoolmate,  in  our  beautiful  cemetery. 

Dr.  Clarke,  our  Asylum  Physician,  attended  promptly  and 
faithfully  on  these  individuals  during  their  sickness,  but  in  the 
case  of  each  the  disease  was  chronic,  and  beyoiid  the  power  of 
medical  skill. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils,  since  the  publication  of  the  last 
report,  has  been  12o — 88  deaf  and  dumb,  and  35  blind — though 
we  have  not  had  moi;c  than  90  at  any  one  time. 

The  teachers  for  the  deaf  mute  department  continue  the  same 
as  announced  in  my  last  report  with  one  exception.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1859,  Mr.  Jacob  L.  Greene,  on  account  of  ill  health,  re- 
signed the  office  of  teacher,  and  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Brown,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  American  Asylum,  was  appointed  to  supply  the 
vacancy.  Though  deaf  from  birth,  Mr.  Brown  has  enjoyed, 
advantages  of  education  superior  to  most  deaf  mutes,  from  the 
fact  that  his  father  and  mother  are  deaf  and  dumb,  and  were 
both  educated  at  the  American  Asylum.  The  son's  education, 
therefore,  commenced  from  infancy,  at  home,  the  same  as  with 
all  hearing  children,  whose  education  begins  just  as  soon  as 
they  hear  and  comprehend  what  is  said  in  the  family  circle.  In 
the  deaf  mute  family  circle,  the  language  of  gestures  is  the  ear- 
liest vehicle  of  communication,  and  the  child  comprehends  the 
ideas  communicated  by  this  language  as  readily,  and  at  as 
early  an  age,  as  hearing  children  comprehend  the  ideas  commn- 
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nicated  by  speech.  But  nearly  all  deaf  mute  children  arc  from 
families  where  the  language  of  gestures  is  unknown,  and  so 
their  education  does  not  commence  till  they  are  sent  to  a  public 
school  designed  especially  for  them,  though  not  sent  till  twenty 
or  even  thirty  years  of  age,  a  fact  which  many  persons  do  not 
take  into  consideration  in  estimating  the  mental  condition  of 
our  pupils  when  first  placed  under  our  instruction.  Other  chil- 
dren begin  their  education  in  the  mother's  lap,  and  continue  it 
for  several  years  previous  to  being  sent  to  a  public  school. 
But  the  deaf  mute  child,  whether  in  the  mother's  arms,  or  on 
the  father's  knee,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  merry 
prattle  of  brothers  and  sisters,  or  when  a  few  years  older  he 
mingles  with  the  throng  in  the  busy  street,  in  the  crowded 
mart,  in  the  hall  of  public  debate,  in  the  great  political  gather- 
ing, or  in  the  house  of  worship,  is  not,  as  hearing  children  are, 
being  educated  all  the  while,  but  only  lives  and  moves  amid 
the  reign  of  universal  silence.  Little  intelligence  is  communi- 
cated, and  little  voluntary  mental  exertion  called  forth  in  return — 
in  which  consists  the  better  part  of  all  true  education — and  so, 
in  many  instances,  the  intellect  is  almost  a  blank  when  first 
received  at  the  Institution.  Hearing  children  will  be  educated 
to  some  extent  though  never  sent  to  a  public  school.  They 
must  hear  and  understand,  amidst  the  various  circumstances  in 
.  which  they  may  be  placed,  whether  they  will  or  no.  But  the 
deaf  mute,  ordinarily,  is  dependent  on  a  school  adapted  to  his 
peculiar  misfortune  for  the  beginning  of  his  education.  Hence 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  schools  for  the  education 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  is  more  essential  than  for  any  other  class 
of  children.  Hence,  too,  the  obligation  of  parents  to  send  their 
deaf  and  dumb  children  to  such  schools. 

Mr.  Brown  a«d  the  other  teachers  in  the  deaf  mute  depart- 
ment, who  have  been  referred  to  in  former  reports,  have  faith- 
fully performed  their  duties  and  their  efforts  have  been  crowned 
with  success. 

That  our  deaf  and  dumb  pupils  are  making  progress  in  the 
school-room,  is  easily  made  apparent  to  any  one  who  will  wit- 
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ness  for  a  few  minutes  the  performances  of  the  several  classes. 
Visitors  can  pass  from  a  class  who  have  quite  recently  entered 
the  Institution,  to  another  class  who  have  been  under  instruc- 
tion three,  four  and  five  years,  and  the  contrast  is  forcibly  ap- 
parent, though  certain  individuals  of  each  class  have  accom- 
plished far  more  than  others  who  have  enjoyed  the  same  advan- 
tages. Such  diversity  in  degree  of  acquirements  is  not  pecu- 
liar to  schools  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  but  exists,  as  is  well 
known  in  all  other  schools. 

In  the  department  for  the  blind,  two  of  tlie  teachers  whose 
names  appeared  in  our  last  report, — Miss  Harriet  L.  Seymour, 
teacher  in  the  literary  department  and  Lawrence  D.  Taylor, 
teacher  of  music, — have  since  resigned  their  offices,  and  we 
have  now  in  their  stead.  Miss  Clara  Beard  in  the  literary,  and 
Miss  Sarah  LeRoy  in  the  musical  department.  These  two  young 
ladies  have  but  recently  commenced  teaching  in  the  Institution, 
but  are  deeply  interested  in  their  labors  and  will,  no  doubt,  be 
successful.  It  is  hoped  their  services  may  be  permanently 
secured  to  the  Institution. 

Since  our  last  report  our  blind  pupils,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
branches  of  Mental  and  Practical  Arithmetic,  Geography,  Gram- 
mar, Reading,  Writing,  Spelling  and  Defining,  have  been  taught 
Dickon's  and  Macaulay's  English  Histories,  Lord's  Modern  His- 
tory, LiddcU's  History  of  Rome  and  Smith's  History  of  Greece, 
Parker's  Natural  and  Abercrombie's  Mental  Philosophy,  Paley's 
Natural  Theology,  Mcllvain's  Evidences  of  Christianity,  Schoed- 
ler's  Book  of  Nature,  University  Arithmetic,  Town's  Mental  and 
Davies'  Practical  Algebra,  and  Playfair's  Euclid. 

Five  of  the  pupils  have  committed  to  memory  the  whole  book 
of  Psalms  ;  in  addition  to  this,  one  girl  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  blind  from  birth,  lias  connnitted  to  memory  the  whole  book 
of  Matthew  and  part  of  Mark.  She  has  read  through  all  of  the 
Old  Testament  three  times,  all  of  the  New  Testament  five  times, 
and  the  Gospels  six  times,  and  has  performed  it  with  the  ends  of 
her  fingers.  Thus  repeatedly  have  the  precious  and  sublime 
thoughts  contained  in  the  Holy  Book  pas&^ed  into  the  ends  of  her 
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fingers,  and  from  thence  by  the  nerves  to  the  brain,  and  made 
impressions  not  only  there  but  on  the  heart  also — impressions 
which  we  trust  will  be  lasting  as  eternity  ! 

She  has  read  besides,  the  Encyclopedia  in  three  volumes — 
iiach  about  as  large  as  the  Xc"v^  Testament — the  Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress twice,  the  life  of  Melancthon  three  times,  Baxter's  Call  to 
the  Unconverted,  a  book  entitled  the  Harvey  Boys,  and  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Several  other  pupils  have  read  through  the  entire  Bible. 

This  memorizing  and  scripture  reading  are  no  part  of  the 
regular  school  routine,  but  are  voluntary  exercises  on  the  Sab- 
bath and  at  other  leisure  hours. 

The  Blind  are  still  taught  Piano  and  Vocal  Music  as  described 
in  our  last  Report. 

In  one  important  respect  we  have  failed  thus  far,  of  carrying 
out  the  benevolent  design  for  which  the  Institution  was  estab- 
lished. It  is  considered  an  essential  object  in  all  Institutions 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  that  the  boys  be  taught 
trades,  by  which  they  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  livelihood.  This 
is  of  special  importance  to  our  Blind  boys.  The  Deaf  and  Dumb 
mo/y  acquire  trades  elsewhere,  and  many  of  them  will  be  farmers;  - 
still  it  is  highly  necessary  that  trades  be  taught  them  while  in 
the  Institution.  But  if  the  Blind  boys  do  not  learn  some  handi- 
craft here,  they  will  not,  with  very  few  exceptions,  elsewhere. 
Much  may  be  done  for  their  moral  and  intellectual  education  at 
home  ;  but,  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  some  trade  or  handi- 
craft, they  are  dependant  on  a  public  institution.  Several  of 
the  Blind  boys  have  already  closed  their  literary  education  here, 
and  will  probably  not  return  to  the  Institution.  It  will  be  so 
with  others  in  the  future,  and  many  of  them  will  be  dependent 
on  public  or  privat^i  charity  for  maintenance. 

The  reason  why  trades  have  not  been  established,  as  is  well 
known,  has  been  simply  the  vmnt  of  room.  And  yet  we  have 
buildings  enough  erect<id  for  this  and  all  other  purposes  of  the 
Institution,  except  a  barn  and  other  out-houses ;  that  is,  we  have 
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the  loalls  of  buildings  ;  these  are  not  finished  inside,  and  so  are  of 
no  practical  use  for  any  purpose  luhatever. 

One  wing  of  these  buildings — called  the  school  wing,  and  de- 
signed to  be  occupied  for  school-rooms  and  nothing  else — in  size 
less  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  Ihiildings  now  erected  but  not  fin- 
ished inside — was  completed  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and 
we  have  been  occupying  it  since  that  time,  not  for  school-rooms 
only  but  for  a  boarding  establishment  of  about  one  hundred 
persons.  A  large  hall  about  fifty  feet  square  on  the  third  story 
was  designed  to  be  used  temporarily  as  a  chapel,  until  we 
should  be  able  to  occupy  the  hall  to  be  prepared  permanently 
for  that  purpose.  But  we  have  been  obliged  from  the  first  to 
occupy  this  temporary  chapel  for  a  dormitory,  and  have  had  no 
place  for  our  chapel  services  except  a  school-room  about  18  feet 
square.  But  this  dormitory  has  been  crowded  so  full  as  to  ren- 
der it  a  very  unhealthy  sleeping  place  for  our  pupils,  and  we 
expect  in  a  few  weeks,  when  the  floor  shall  be  laid  and  the  win- 
dows put  in,  to  remove  our  male  pupils  to  the  hall  designed  for 
a  permanent  chapel,  and  use  that  too  for  a  dormitory.  So  that 
we  shall  still  be  without  a  chapel,  and  still  be  obliged  to  crowd 
our  pupils  into  a  room  18  feet  square,  twice  every  day,  for  re- 
ligious services. 

We  have  buildings  already  erected  purposely  for  sleeping 
apartments,  and  ample  enough  for  the  accommodation  of  three 
hundred  pupils,  but  these  have  no  floors  and  no  windows  and" 
no  inside  finish  of  any  kind,  and  consequently  cannot  be  occu- 
pied and  are  of  no  use  at  present  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

We  have  been  excessively  crowded  in  the  place  occupied  for 
a  dining-room,  but  hope  in  a  few  weeks  to  occupy  the  hall  de- 
signed for  that  purpose,  with  the  same  amount  of  inside  finish 
as  we  have  just  described  of  the  hall  above. 

In  the  same  way  we  expect  soon  to  go  into  the  new  apart- 
ment for  cooking  and  kitchen  operations. 

By  these  arrangements  we  shall  be  somewhat  relieved  from 
our  present  crowded  condition,  yet  the  occupying  rooms  and 
halls  all  around  in  a  manner  for  which  they  were  never  designed. 
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is  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  caiTy  into  effect.  We  have 
apartments  enou^^h  for  family,  teachers  and  pupils,  so  connected 
one  with  another  as  to  carry  on  all  the  departments  of  the  In- 
stitution with  the  greatest  facility  and  convenience.  These 
apartments  are  already  built,  but  have  no  floors,  nor  stairs,  nor 
windows,  nor  doors,  no  lathing,  no  plastering,  nor  painting,  and 
consequently  are  of  no  use  in  their  present  condition  for  any  pur- 
pose. 

As  we  have  to  keep  and  make  provision  for  our  large  family 
of  pupils  all  day  as  well  as  all  night,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
some  place  in  which  to  put  them  morning  and  evening,  when 
they  are  neither  in  school  nor  in  bed.  These  are  called  sitting 
or  study  halls,  and  fitted  up  with  desks  or  tables,  to  facilitate 
the  operations  of  reading,  writing,  and  other  processes  of 
studying. 

For  these  objects  we  have  been  and  shall  still  be  obliged  to 
crowd  our  boys  into  a  common  sized  school-room  eighteen  feet 
square,  the  girls  into  another  of  the  same  size.  We  have  halls 
already  constructed,  with  these  ends  in  view,  capable  of  being 
occupied  by  from  two  to  three  hundred  pupils,  but  no  inside, 
work  has  been  done  on  these,  and  therefore  cannot  be  used,  and", 
are  uvrthless  at  present  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

We  want  wash  rooms  and  bathing  rooms  for  our  numerous- 
household.  We  have  not  at  present  any  conveniences  of  this, 
sort,  but  the  water  for  these  purposes  is  all  carried  into  the- 
building  by  hand,  and  carried  out  again  by  hand.  ATI  the  water 
used  for  washing  clothes  for  about  a  hundred  persons,  for  wash- 
ing dishes,  for  house  cleaning,  and  for  all  other  purposes,  is  now 
all  carried  in  and  carried  out  again  by  hand.  Apartments  are 
already  constructed  in  which  all  these  operations  can  be  con- 
ducted with  facility  and  convenience  ;  but  these  are  in  no  con- 
dition to  be  occupied,  and  for  any  practical  purpose  at  present 
are  worthless. 

Our  entire  Asylum  buildings,  with  the  exception  of  out-houses, 
as  already  stated,  are  now  erected.  The  work  has  been  done 
in  the  most  substantial  and  thorough  manner.    Mr.  Walker,  the 
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Building  Commissioner,  has  superintended  the  work  personally 
from  the  foundation  walls  to  the  summit  of  the  cupolas.  He 
has  been  present  on  the  ground  nearly  every  day  while  the 
work  was  progressing,  and  seen  to  it  that  everything  was  done 
as  it  should  be.  No  serious  accident  has  occurred  to  the  work- 
men ;  nobody  has  fallen,  and  no  timbers  or  bricks  have  fallen 
on  anybody,  to  produce  any  lasting  injury  ;  and  the  only  cause 
for  regret  is  that  hut  a  small  portion  of  the  buildings  can  be 
occupied. 

Though  little  has  been  expended  on  our  buildings  for  mere 
show  or  ornament,  yet  their  external  appearance  is  magnificent. 
The  best  judges  of  architecture  say,  that  their  symmetry  or 
proportion  is  very  nearly  perfect,  and  that  the  longer  they  are 
studied  the  more  will  they  be  admired.  The  buildings  are  in 
fact  admired  by  everybody  who  looks  at  them  ;  but  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  entire  structure,  in  its  present  condition,  are  of 
no  more  value  as  an  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Beaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind,  than  Bunker  Hill  Monument. 

But  we  trust  that  the  honorable  members  of  the  Legislature, 
soon  to  convene,  will  deem  it  advisable  to  make  the  buildings 
of  some  value,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  for  which  these 
have  been  erected  ;  that  they  will  unanimously  come  to  the 
decision  that  after  so  much  money  has  been  expended,  it  will 
be  good  policy  to  expend  enough  more  to  make  the  buildings 
available.  A  shrewd  business  man,  when  he  has  invested  a 
large  amount  of  capital  and  receives  no  income  from  it,  if  the 
investment  of  one-quarter  or  one-third  as  much  more  will  make 
the  whole  pay  a  good  per  centage,  will  not  long  hesitate  about 
making  the  additional  investment.  But  we  leave  these  build- 
ings in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  not  doubting  that  they 
will  do  what  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  unfortunate  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind  require  of  them. 

In  my  last  report,  some  remarks  were  made  with  a  view  to 
dissuade  our  pupils  from  appealing  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
public  for  maintenance,  after  they  had  been  educated  at  the 
expense  of  the  State.    This  evil  exists  in  other  States  as  well 
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as  our  own,  and  those  concerned  in  the  management  of  public 
institutions  have  always  borne  testimony  against  it.  At  the 
l-BSt  ''Convention  of  American  instructors  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,"  held  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  ofiered  by  Dr.  Peet,  of  the  New  York  In- 
stitution, and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Convention  : 

Whereas,  The  great  object  of  the  Institutions  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  is  to  give  them  an  education,  intellectual  and  me- 
chanical, by  which  they  can  minister  to  thei*  own  wants,  and 
contribute,  like  other  good  citizens  in  the  corresponding  walks 
of  life,  to  the  productive  industry  of  the  country  ; 

''And  ivhereas,  Some  of  the  former  pupils  of  our  Institution, 
unmindful  of  the  lessons  of  instruction  which  they  have  re- 
ceived, to  labor  with  their  own  hands  for  their  support,  go  about 
the  country  selling  the  Manual  Alphabet  and  other  small  wares, 
holding  exhibitions,  and  making  appeals  to  the  benevolent  for 
aid  on  the  score  of  their  being  Deaf  and  Dumb,  thus  bringing 
the  cause  of  Deaf  mute  education  into  disrepute  ;  therefore, 

''Resolved,  That  this  Convention  discountenance  and  wholly 
disapprove  of  this  vagrant  course  of  life  ;  and  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  officers  of  our  public  conveyances  to  give  them  no 
facilities  for  traveling,  but  place  them  upon  the  same  footing  in 
.  this  respect  with  other  passengers. 

"Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  all  benevolent  cit- 
izens, and  the  public  at  large,  to  discourage  and  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  appeals  for  aid  made  by  Deaf  Mutes  who  are  able  to 
support  themselves,  and  thus  unite  with  us  in  bringing  to  an 
end  the  system  of  vagabondism  wherever  it  prevails. 

"Resolved,  That  the  highest  benefit  which  can  be  conferred 
upon  a  Deaf  Mute  is  not  in  the  bestowment  of  charity  so  called, 
but  by  aiding  him  to  obtain  a  situation  in  which  he  can  support 
himself  by  his  own  labor,  and  thus  secure  his  own  indepen- 
dence." ' 

In  concluding  this  Report,  we  desire  most  gratefully  and  de- 

voutty  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  Divine  Providence  in  all  the 

prosperity  which  has  attended  us  thus  far — for  the  success 
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which  has  accompanied  our  endeavors  to  promote  the  moral  and 
intellectual  improvement  of  our  pupils  ;  for  the  interest  mani- 
fested in  the  welfare  of  the  Institution  by  our  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, the  harmony  in  plans  and  measures  which  has  existed  be- 
tween these  officers  and  the  resident  officers  of  the  Asylum  ;  for 
the  liberality  of  former  Legislatures  in  appropriating  the  means 
to  carry  on  the  Institution  and  erect  these  noble  buildings ;  and 
for  the  evidences  of  approbation  and  confidence  bestowed  on  us 
by  the  parents  ^d  friends  of  the  unfortunate  children  commits 
ted  to  our  care. 

Respectfully  submitted  ; 

B.  M.  FAY. 

Nov.  26,  1860. 


List  of  Pupils  in  attendance  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


NAMES. 

Mary  Alderman,  

Joseph  A.  Armstrong, . 

L.  M.  Armstrong,  

Mary  Armstrong,  

Sarah  Armstrong, .  .  .  , 

Joseph  Bair,  

Sarah  J.  Berthelote, .  .  . 

Samuel  Bigelow,  

William  Bigelow,  

Malcom  Blue,  

Robert  Bingham,  

Andrew  Bowman, .  .  .  . 

Ezra  Bo  wen,  

Emma  Brumfield,  

Samuel  J.  Chubb, 

Sarah  Chubb,  

Henrietta  Chubb,  

Amanda  Clancy,  

Amelia  C.  Cobb,  

Maria  Campbell,  

Laura  Ch)ugh,  

Sarah  H.  Demott,  


COUNTy. 


CAUSE  OF  DEAFNESS. 


Oakland, 
Van  Buren, 

Washtenaw 

Cass, 

Monroe, 

Newaygo, 

Clinton, 

Wayne, 

Jackson, 

Oceana, 

Washtenaw 

Wayne, 

Ottawa, 


Hillsdale, 

Waslitenaw 

Ottawa, 

Shiawassee, 

Lenawee, 


Fever  \\  years  old. 


Congenital. 


Whooping  Cough. 
il 

Congenital. 
Brain  Fever. 
Congenital. 


Unknown. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Measles,  3  years  old. 
Sickness  \\  years  old. 
Measles,  1  year  old. 
Cono-enital. 


Inflammation  in  head. 

Fever. 

Catarrh. 

Whooping  Cough. 
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NAMES: 


COUNTY : 


CAUSE  OF  DEAFNESS. 


Sherman  Dickinson, . 

William  Doty,  

Pluma  J.  Doty,  

Timothy  Drummond, 

Lophelia  Edgerton, . 

William  V.  Ellison, . 

Mary  E.  Elliot,  

Cory  don  Fales,  

'  Amanda  Fleshman,  . 
V  Daniel  C.  Fisk,  

James  Foran,  

William  C.  Gardner, 

Ada  Gesley, ........ 

Caroline  F.  Grob, .  .  . 

John  Gunn,  

;  Lenawee  Harwood, . 

Louisa  Harwood, .  .  . 

A.  W.  Hamilton, .  .  . 

Edmund  Hare,  

Jane  F.  Hall,  

Edgar  Harris,  

Melina  Herrick,  .  .  . . . 

James  H.  Hewitt, .  .  , 
-4  Thomas  Higgins, .  .  . 

Mary  E.  Hildreth, .  .  .  , 

George  W.  Holland, 

Samuel  H.  Hoxsie, .  . 

Samuel  Hurd,  , 

Maria  M.  Jones,  

Harriet  Kellogg, ,  .  .  . 

Marcus  Kerr,  

Wallace  H.  Krause, .  . 

Cordelia  Lepper,  .  . .  , 

>4  John  LaMonde,  

4  John  N.  Lowry,  

Mary  McNames, . .  . .  , 

Samuel  McCartney, . 

William  J.  Mellon, .  . 
.  Elizabeth  Merrill,    .  , 

Alfred  Morehouse, .  .  . 
-i  Jane  Norton,  

Jane  Palmanteer, .  .  .  . 

Oscar  F.  Phillips, .  .  . 
^  Sarepta  Prouty,  


Newaygo, 

Saginaw, 

Lenawee, 

Wayne, 

St.  Clair, 

Ionia, 

Ingham, 

Saginaw, 

Macomb, 

Monroe, 

Ottawa, 

Washtenaw 

Wayne, 

Monroe, 

Wayne, 

Lenawee, 

Macomb, 

Genesee, 

Montcalm, 

Lenawee, 

Clinton, 

Kalamazoo, 

Eaton, 

Genesee, 

Eaton, 

Hillsdale, 

Oakland, 

Cass, 

Washtenaw 

Genesee, 

Jackson, 

Kalamazoo, 

Lenawee, 

Wayne, 

Macomb, 

Lenawee, 

Midland, 

St.  Clair, 

Lenawee, 

Macomb, 

Livingston, 

Branch, 

Oakland, 

Lenawee, 


Unknown, 
Brain  Fever, 
Congenital, 
Fall,  11  years  old. 
Measles,  2  years  old. 
Fever,  3  years  old. 
Brain  Fever.  ■ 
Scrofula. 

Fever,  5  years  old.  ^{ 
Apoplexy,  1  year  old. 
Unknowi}, 
Congenital. 

Brain  Fever,  1  year  old. 

Spotted  Fever. 

Ague,  t  years  old. 

Unknown. 

Catarrh  in  infancy, 

Fever,  3  years  old. 

Ague  in  infancy. 

Sore  Throat,  4  weeks  old. 

Congenital. 

Ulcers  in  the  head. 

Congenital. 

Scarlet  Fever,  5  years  old. 
Erysipelas. 

Sickness,  1|  years  old. 
Congenital, 

Struck  by  a  snow  ball. 
Congenital, 
Congestion  of  Brain, 
Spotted  Fever,  3  years  old. 
Congenital, 

Scrofula. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Congenital, 

Brain  Fever,  2  years  old. 

Congenital. 

Fever,  2  years  old. 

Sickness,  1  year  old. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Congenital. 

Scarlet  Fever. 
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NAMES. 

Sylvin  Proiity,  

Alvin  Richards,  

,  Adaline  Richmond, .  . 
s  W.  H.  Rosenkrans, .  . 

George  L.  Rose,  

Clarissa  J.  Savage, .  . 

Lavina  Sherman,  

.  Orson  L.  Shirkey, . . . 

George  A.  Silver, .  .  .  . 

John  C.  Smith,  

Milo  Sharpsteen, .  . . . 

Henry  Seitz,  

N  Horace  A.  Snook, .  .  .  . 

George  Storms,  

.  Emma  Sutlief,  

Adelia  R.  Thomas, .  .  . 

James  W.  Thorn, .  .  . . 

John  Tracy,  

William  Urch,  

Lewis  H.  Van  Valen, . 

Lucy  A.  Vought,  .  .  .  . 

John  C.  White,  


COUNTY. 


CAUSE  OF  DEAFNESS. 


Lenawee, 

Kent, 

St.  Clair, 

Washtenaw 

Livingston, 

Barry, 

Tuscola, 

St.  Clair, 

Shiawassee, 

Tuscola, 

Kalamazoo, 

Wayne, 

Barry, 

Washtenaw 

Wayne, 

Kent, 

Washtenaw 

Mackinac, 

Oakland, 

Wayne, 

St.  Joseph, 

Allegan, 


Congenital. 
Swelling  in  ear. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Unknown. 

Sickness,  2  years  old. 
Congenital. 
Sickness. 
Whooping  Cough. 

u 

Inflammatory  Rheumatism. 
Brain  Fever,  9  months  old. 
Unknown. 
Sores  in  the  ear. 
Measles,  1  year  old. 
Congenital. 

Scarlet  Fever,  3  years  old. 
Swallowing  a  Button. 
Brain  Fever. 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Sickness,  8  months  old. 
Catarrh,  8  months  old. 


BLIND 


NAMES. 

Mary  Auton,  

V'  James  G.  Benedict,  . . 
^  Beatta  A.  Briggs,  .  .  . 

Horace  Bowman,  .  .  . . 

Charles  A.  Bonney,  .  . 

Abner  W.  Brown, .  . . 

Hugh  Brown,  

George  Bullock,  

John  Casteline,  

George  C ambry,  

Almeda  Cook,  

E.  W.  Davis,  

Morris  Dolson,  

Huldah  J.  Fenn,  

Joseph  Goddard, .  .  .  . 

Cecelia  C.  Gore,  .  , . . 

Mary  Ann  Griffin, .  .  . 


COUNTY. 


CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Van  Buren, 

Wayne, 
(I 

Macomb, 

Berrien, 

Calhoun, 

St.  Clair, 

Oakland, 

Hillsdale, 

Oakland, 

Calhoun, 

Macomb, 

Van  Buren, 

Washtenaw 

Wayne, 


Inflammation,  8  years  old. 

Brain  Fever. 

Congenital. 

Dropsy,  5  years  old. 

By  explosion  of  powder. 

Scrofula. 

Headache. 

Inflammation. 

Dropsy  on  tlie  Brain. 

Unknown. 

Measles. 

Brain  Fever. 

Inflammation. 

Cataract,  6  montlis  old. 

By  caustic. 

Congenital, 
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NAMES. 


COXJNTY. 


CAUSE  OF  BUNDNESS. 


^'  Mary  Hoflf,  

Elizabeth  Jones, .  . 
\1  James  Kershaw,  . 
v'  Frank  Kilbourn, .  . 

Henry  La  Grave, .  . 
V/  Helen  J.  Mann, .  .  . 

Sally  Merrill,  

Luella  McCiitchen, 
1^  Mary  J.  Pinney, .  . 
^  James  Priest, .  .  .  . 

V  George  W.  Eeed, . 

V  Mary  A.  Keed, .  .  . 
C.  E.  Reed,  

i  H.  A.  Reed,  

v!  Eli  Robinson, .  .  .  . 
^  Amelia  A.  Stearns, 
4  Clark  W.  Torrey, . 
Lucy  J.  Wood, .  .  . 


Livingston, 

Cass, 

Barry, 

Calhoun, 

Van  Buren, 

Ionia, 

Wayne, 

Hillsdale, 

Monroe, 

Wayne, 

Washtenaw 


Cass, 
Genesee, 

Lenawee, 


Congenital. 

a 

Inflammation. 

Unknown. 

Inflammation. 
<< 

Measles. 
Scarlet  Fever, 
Congenital. 
Inflammation. 
Congenital. 


Catarrh. 
Inflammation. 


SUMMARY. 


Blind, 


Males. 

Females 

Total. 

50 

38 

88 

20 

15 

35 

123 

Barry 

Berrien 

Branch 

Calhoun 

Cass 

Clinton 

Eaton 

Genesee 

Hillsdale 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Jackson 


From  Allegan  County,   1 


30  Doa 

From  Kalamazoo  County,   3 

Kent  "    2 

Lenawee     "   10 

Livingston    "    3 

Mackinac    "    1 

Macomb      "    6 

Midland      "    1 

Montcalm    "    1 

Monroe       "    4 

Newaygo    "    2 

Oakland      "    6 

Oceana       "    1 

Ottawa    5 

Saginaw     "    2 

Shiawassee  "    2 

St.  Clair    5 

St.  Joseph  "    1 

Tuscola    2 

Van  Buren  "    6 

Washtenaw"   14 

Wayne       "   16 
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Wolverine  Citizen,  published  at  Flint. 
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We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  "  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey  for  the  year  185T,"  a  highlj 
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valuable  document,  presented  to  the  Asylum  by  the  Hon.  Kins- 
ley S.  Bingham,  U.  S.  Senator. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central,  and  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Railroads,  for  hav- 
ing granted  free  tickets  to  our  pupils  when  going  to  or  returning 
from  the  Asylum,  and  for  the  prompt  and  gentlemanly  manner 
in  which  the  favor  has  been  bestowed. 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


The  Asylum  is  free  to  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
in  Michigan,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty  years,  whoj 
possess  a  good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  andJ 
have  no  contagious  disease.  All  such  are  entitled  to  an  educaj 
tion,  without  charge  for  board  or  tuition.  J 

Parents  or  guardians  provide  clothing  for  pupils,  and  paji 
their  traveling  expenses.  ' 

The  regular  time  for  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the  vacatiqp, 
which  extends  from  the  fifteenth  of  July  to  the  first  Wednesday 
of  October.  Pupils  will  not  be  received  at  other  times,  except 
in  extraordinary  cases. 

Persons  wishing  to  place  pupils  in  the  Asylum,  should  ad- 
dress the  Principal,  stating  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  such 
pupil.    No  certificate  of  any  kind  is  required. 

Pupils'  clothing  must  he  marked  with  durable  ink.  ■ 

Those  persons  bringing  pupils  to,  or  taking  them  away,  can- 
not be  furnished  board,  lodging  or  horse-keeping,  at  the  Asylum. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Honorahle  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  in  accordance  with  law,  herewith 
submit  their  biennial  report  for  the  years  1861  and  1862: 

From  an  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Principal  of  the 
Institution,  for  the  years  1855  and  1856,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  whole  number  of  pupils  in  the  Institution,  for  the  year  1856, 
was  seventy-two.  The  whole  number  in  attendance  for  the 
years  1851  and  1858,  was  one  hundred  and  eleven;  for  1859 
and  1860,  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and  for  1861 
and  1862,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-six;  showing  that  the 
Institution  is  gradually  extending  its  benefits  to  these  unfortu- 
nate classes  of  our  Michigan  youth;  and  although  there  are 
many  more  in  our  State  who  should  be  recipients  of  the  bene- 
fits of  this  Institution,  and  by  the  neglect  of  which  whose 
minds  are  groping  in  thick  darkness,  being  generally  without 
mental  culture,  yet  there  are  as  many  in  the  Institution  as  can 
be  accommodated,  and  more  than  have  appropriate  rooms  for 
their  convenience  and  comfort. 

Every  day's  experience  with  our  present  number  of  pupils, 
shows  the  necessity  of  completing  more  of  the  Asylum  build- 
ings. We  still  have  no  rooms  in  which  the  pupils  can  be 
instructed  in  any  trade,  and  in  this  respect,  all  who  leave  the 
Institution  otherwise  well  educated,  fail  to  have  learned  what 
seems  so  necessary  to  aid  them  in  their  future  maintenance  and 
support,  and  to  give  them  that  self  reliance  and  independence 
needful  to  carry  them  through  life  without  still  leaning  upon 
the  State,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  their  livelihood. 
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But  the  Board  have  so  fully  expressed  their  views  in  regard 
to  the  necessity  of  instructing  the  pupils,  and  especially  the 
blind,  in  some  trade  or  handiwork,  in  their  two  last  reports  to 
the  Legislature,  that  they  would  at  this  time  merely  refer  to  said 
reports,  and  to  the  very  full  and  able  report  of  the  Principal 
hereto  annexed. 
A  reference  to  the  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1861, 
•  making  appropriations  for  the  Institution,  will  show  that  there 
was  appropriated  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars  for  sup- 
porting the  Asylum  for  the  years  1861  and  1862,  or  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year;  and  the  further  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  building  purposes.  The  Board  believe 
that  the  Institution  has  been  conducted  with  at  least  as  much 
economy  as  any  other  State  institution  of  the  kind,  and  they 
have  found  it  impossible  to  bring  the  expenses  within  the  limita 
of  the  appropriation. 

The  lowest  estimate  ever  made  by  the  Commissioner,  or  the 
Board,  within  the  past  four  years,  has  been  ten  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  and  with  the  present  increased  prices  of  all  articles 
necessary  to  be  purchased  in  conducting  the  Institution,  and 
the  increased  number  of  pupils,  and  the  addition  of  one  more 
teacher  (made  necessary  by  the  increase  of  pupils,  and  arrange- 
ment of  classes),  the  Institution  cannot  be  conducted  under  its 
present  organization  for  a  sum  less  than  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year;  and  if  an  appropriation,  so  much  needed,  should  be 
made,  sufficient  to  complete  so  much  of  the  buildings  as  to 
permit  room  therein  for  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  in  trade  or 
handiwork,  then  there  would  be  for  a  year  or  two  an  increase 
in  expenses  for  employing  suitable  and  necessary  mechanics  for 
their  instruction.  After  which  the  labor  of  the  pupils  may  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  be  made  available  to  meet  all  the 
expenses  of  their  mechanical  education. 

The  Board  have  in  their  possession  the  reports  of  several 
institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for  the  years  1860  and  1861, 
in  which  they  find  but  little  diflierence  in  the  annualexpeneee 
of  each  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils.    The  expenses 
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of  one  of  these  institutions  for  the  year  1860,  for  Principal  and 
teachers,  groceries  and  provisions,  fuel,  lights,  and  engineers 
and  stable,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars.  If  their  expenses  were  the 
same  for  the  last  two  years,  they  would  amount  to  the  sum  of 
seventy-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars, 
exclusive  of  all  other  expenses  of  their  institution.  The  expen- 
ses for  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  past  two  years  for  the 
same  purposes,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  pupils  in  atten- 
dance if  equal  to  that,  would  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
twenty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  The 
whole  expenses  of  the  Institution  above  referred  to,  for  the 
year  1860,  after  excluding  the  amount  expended  for  building 
and  repairs,  and  the  amount  paid  for  interest,  were  over  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  (and  the  amount  was  not  less  for  1861),  or  at 
the  rate  of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  two 
years — the  length  of  time  for  which  this  Board  makes  up  its 
report. 

From  the  foregoing,  and  from  the  financial  reports  of  other 
similar  institutions,  the  Board  believe  that  the  Michigan  Asylum 
will  be  found  to  compare  favorably  (in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  attendance)  in  its  economy  and  expenditures 
with  any  other  in  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  acting  Commissioner's  report  that  no 
new  work  has  been  attempted,  consequently  the  buildings 
remain  in  much  the  same  condition  as  they  were  when  the  last 
biennial  report  was  submitted.  The  want  of  funds  is  the  rea- 
son assigned  by  the  Commissioner  for  not  finishing  any  portion 
of  the  uncompleted  buildings.  If  the  balance  undrawn  of  the 
appropriation^could  now  be  realized,  true  economy  would  be  to 
use  the  same  in^the  purchase  of  material,  and  in  preparing  for 
the  work,  and^not  to  prosecute  the  work  upon  the  buildings,  nor 
the  laying  of  pipe  in  the  winter.  Experience  has  taught  that 
much  of  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  is  of  that  nature  that 
if  attempted  in  [the  winter  season  cannot  be  well  done,  and 
might  have  to  be  done  over. 
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The  Board  feel  no  less  anxious  now  to  complete  the  buildings 
than  when  making  their  former  reports  of  1858  and  1860,  to 
which  they  would  again  refer,  and  would  only  add  that  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  pupils  gives  additional  force  and 
weight  to  the  reasons  heretofore  assigned,  why  appropriations 
should  be  made  by  the  Legislature  as  early  as  practicable  for 
the  completion  of  all  the  buildings. 

The  visits  of  the  Board  from  time  to  time  to  the  Institution 
enlist  their  sympathies  in  behalf  of  these  unfortunate  classes, 
committed  by  the  State  in  part  to  their  care,  and  to  them  it  is 
a  sad  thought  that  for  the  want  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  more, 
these  pupils,  and  especially  the  blind  portion  of  them,  should 
be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  learning  while  in  the  Institu- 
tion some  mechanical  trade — deemed  so  essential  by  the  Board 
to  fit  them  for  usefulness  to  themselves  and  to  society. 

Should  the  Legislature  see  fit,  after  appropriating  a  sum 
sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Institution  for 
the  next  two  years,  to  appropriate  a  further  sum  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  buildings,  or  any  portion  thereof,  and  this  could 
be  done  in  the  early  part  of  its  session,  preparations  could  be 
made  beforehand,  and  much  could  be  done  to  the  buildings 
during  the  next  summer's  vacation.  This  course  would  add 
much  to  the  convenience  of  Principal,  teachers  and  pupils. 

Cold  and  unpleasant  as  it  is  found  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  a  part  of  the  center  building,  in  its  unfinished  con- 
dition,  is  now  occupied  as  a  kitchen — a  part  for  a  dining-room, 
and  another  part  for  a  dormitory.  These  portions  could  all 
be  unoccupied  without  much  inconvenience  during  the  summer 
vacation,  and  an  early  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  could 
be  so  used  that  these  rooms  might  be  completed  before  the 
commencement  of  another  school  year. 

The  report  of  the  Principal  will  show  that  although  diseases, 
usually  malignant  in  their  character,  and  often  fatal  in  their  con- 
sequences, have,  during  the  past  two  winters,  attacked  many  of 
the  pupils,  yet  by  the  good  care  and  management  of  those  who 
have  had  the  charge  of  the  sick,  under  the  direction  of  the  at- 


FOR  THE  DIAP  AND  DUMB,  AND  THE  BLIND. 


9 


tending  physician,  and  the  overruling  of  a  kind  and  merciful 
Providence,  the  resting  place  of  the  dead  has  received  but  one 
addition  to  its  numbers  from  the  ^Lsylum  during  the  past  two 
years. 

The  Board  believe  that  much  of  the  good  health  of  the  pupils, 
and  their  recovery  from  diseases  when  attacked,  have  depended 
upon  the  strict  attention  paid  in  the  Institution  to  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  pupils,  and  the  good  order  and  neatness  of  all  its 
departments. 

The  Board,  in  concluding  their  report,  would  say  that  the 
Principal  has  now  to  assist  him  a  full  and  able  corps  of  teach- 
ers; and  we  believe  that  the  mental  faculties  of  the  pupils  are 
receiving  as  healthy  and  rapid  a  growth  as  at  any  former  pe- 
riod of  the  Institution,  and  that  their  physical  and  moral  de- 
velopments are  not  suffered  to  be  neglected. 

BENJAMIN  PIERSON, 
JOHN  P.  LE  ROY, 
JAMES  B.  WALKER, 


COMMISSIONER'S  REPOET. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  JDeof 
and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind  : 

At  the  time  of  making  the  last  biennial  report,  the  work  of 
putting  in  the  warming  and  ventilating  apparatus  for  the  use 
of  the  school  wing  and  the  center  building  had  just  been  com- 
menced. 

That  work  has  been  completed,  and  the  apparatus  has  been 
in  successful  operation  since  February,  1861.  Steam  and 
water  pipes  have  been  laid  from  the  engine  house  to  the  river, 
and  a  steam  pump  put  in  operation,  by  which  all  the  water 
needed  for  the  Institution  can  be  supplied.  The  system  of 
sewerage,  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  has  been  completed.  - 

Extensive  repairs  have  been  completed,  made  necessary  by 
being  obliged  to  put  in  the  brick  work  connected  with  the 
warming  and  ventilating  system  in  the  winter.  The  Legisla- 
ture, at  its  regular  session  in  1861,  made  an  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Institution,  and  for  completing  the  base- 
ment story  and  the  wings  of  the  building.  But  as  the  appro- 
priation was  based  upon  taxes  to  be  levied  and  collected,  it-has 
not  been  possible  to  draw  from  the  Treasury  any  more  money 
than  was  necessary  to  pay  indebtedness,  finish  the  work  in 
progress,  make  the  necessary  repairs,  and  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  Institution.  Consequently,  nothing  has  been  done  towards 
completing  the  basement  story  and  the  wings.  • 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  WALKER, 
Acting  Commissioner. 


FIKAITCIAL  EEPORT. 


Statement  of  Beceipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Michigan  Asy- 
lum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  for  the  two  fiscal 
years  commencing  December  \st,  1860,  and  ending  November 


mh,  1862; 

Paid  balance  reported  due  from  State,  Nov.  30th, 

1860,  %  6,150J,T6 

Paid  for  carpenter  and  joiner  work,   953  29 

"     cutting  stone,  mason  work,  and  slating,...  1,290  44 

"     lumber,   6t1  32 

"     team  work,   1,434  66 

"     hardware,  nails,  sheet  lead,  tin-roofing,  &c.,  1,155  60 
"     towards  warming  and  ventilating  appa- 
ratus,  6,083  3a 

Paid  for  extra  steam  and  water  pipe  and  sockets, 

and  putting  in  same,   86t  12 

Paid  for  oil  and  paints,   62  95 

"     painting  and  glazing,   694  26 

"     castings,   391  12 

"     iron  work,  blacksmithing,  &c.,   432  52 

"     furniture,  beds  and  bedding,   206  69 

'*     incidental  expenses  of  Institution,   5,085  01 

'*     freight  on  hardware,  lead,  &c.,   20  It 

"             "     stone  sewer  pipe,   9  98 

"     express  charges,   2  25 

"     brick,   229  14 

fire  brick,   6  00 

*'     steam  pump,   400  00 

steam  kettles,   210  25 

'*    exchange  on  draft  paid  for  steam  kettles,.  2  65 
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Paid  for  superfine  flour,   $1,493  41 

"     graham  flour,   9  90 

"     corn  meal,   15  t5 

"     mill  feed,   164  19 

"     labor,   1,969  35 

"  hand  force-pumps,  hose  couplings  and  plays,  34  16 

exchange  on  draft  sent  to  pay  for  pump,  &c.  25 

^'     blank  receipts  and  stationery,   12  00 

"     charcoal,   2  60 

farming  utensils,   22  63 

«     engineer,   563  GO 

*'     assistant  engineer,   421  66 

«    glass,   6  It 

^'    meat,.   1,639  12 

'  ^"         coflSin  and  use  of  hearse,   11  13 

"     services  of  sexton  digging  grave,  &c.,   3  00 

"     quari-y  stone,  .    41  20 

"    fruit  trees,  ^.   40  60 

"     water  lime,   14  25 

"     stone  lime,   21  65 

"     manure,   65  25 

"     plastering  hair,   15 

"     repairing  cistern  pumps,   10  60 

"     swine,   8  50 

"     burial  lots  in  Glenwood  Cemetery,   64  11 

clock,  ,   4  00 

*'     wheel  barrows,   10  00 

"     repairs  on  cutter  and  drag,   11  25 

"     two  cows,    54  00 

"     insurance  on  building,   500  00 

"     wood  for  three  years,   3,218  56 

"     tuning  piano,   5  00 

'    V     cooper  work,.  ,   82  15 

00 

"     postage,   16  15 

"  traveling  expenses  of  acting  Commissioner,  131  14 

traveling  expenses  of  Principal,   13  00 
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Paid  for  interest  on  $lt,000  for  one  year,  in  accor- 
dance with  resolution  of  Board  of  Trustees,. . . .  $1,100  00 

Paid  for  interest  on  bill  for  steam  pump,   32  6t 

"        "        "       of  lumber,   154  13 

"        "    contract  for  warming  and  ventilating,  228  32 

"        "    for  mason  work  and  slate  roofing,. . .  193  52 

Paid  B.  M.  Fay,  salary  as  Principal,   2,000  00 

"  Mrs.  B.  M.  Fay,  salary  as  Matron,   600  00 

«  W.  L.  M.  Breg,        "      Teacher,   800  00 

T.  L.  Brown,           "            «    600  00 

"  W.  W.  Angus,        "            "    431  50 

"  Miss  Bella  H.  Kansom,  salary  as  Teacher,. . . .  350  00 

"  Miss  Clara  Beard,          "               "    350  00 

"  Miss  Augusta  Kimball,  "               "    138  54 

"  Miss  Sarah  LeRoy,        "               "    18  15 

"  Dr.  Daniel  Clark,  salary  as  Physician,   140  00 

"  John  P.  LeRoy,  for  services  and  expenses  as 

Trustee,   211  29 

"  Benjamin  Pierson,  for  services  and  expenses  as 

Trustee,   13  10 

"  Acting  Commissioner,   1,600  00 


$53,859  96 

Cash  received  from  Asylum  Fund,  $  50,000  00 

"    General  Fund,   2,041  13 


$52,142  15 


$1,111  21 


To 


KEPORT  OF  THE  PEmCIPAL. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind  : 

Gentlemen — In  view  of  the  general  good  health  enjoyed  by 
the  pupils,  we  find  abundant  cause  for  gratitude.  Since  my 
last  report — embracing  a  period  of  two  years — but  a  single 
death  has  occurred  in  the  Institution. 

In  the  winter  of  1861,  that  disease  which,  of  late  years,  has 
been  so  prevalent  and  so  fatal,  in  our  country,  Diphtheria,  ap- 
peared among  our  pupils,  and  the  first  one  attacked — a  deaf 
and  dumb  girl  from  Wayne  county — died  very  suddenly  after 
only  a  few  days'  illness. 

This  disease  spread  rapidly  among  our  numerous  family,  but 
we  learned  how,  by  appropriate  remedies,  to  control  it,  and  all 
who  had  been  prostrated  by  its  attack,  soon  recovered.  For 
this,  especial  gratitude  is  due  to  a  favoring  Providence  on  our 
behalf,  because,  in  other  public  schools  not  so  large  as  ours, 
were  reported  in  single  institutions,  during  that  winter,  from 
six  to  eight  and  ten  deaths  from  the  same  malignant  disease; 
and  in  some  localities  of  our  country,  were  carried  off  by  it 
whole  families  of  children. 

Our  Matron,  in  the  care  of  patients  suffering  from  this  mal- 
ady, has  had  so  much  experience  and  success,  that  with  the 
treatment  of  our  skillful  Physician,  and  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence,  any  future  visitation  of  it  will  cause  no  alarm. 

One  other  deaf  and  dumb  girl  died  at  home  during  the  vaca- 
tion of  1861. 

We  were  informed  by  her  parents  that  her  disease  was  sup- 
posed to  be  "quick  consumption."  She  was  a  beautiful  girl, 
of  an  amiable  disposition,  winning  manners,  and  an  excellent 
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scholar.  Her  loss  was  deeply  mourned  by  all  the  inmates  of 
our  Institution.  She  always  manifested  a  most  serious  interest 
in  the  promulgation  of  religious  truth  at  our  chapel  exercises, 
and  her  entire  moral  character  was  such  as  to  afford  pleasing 
evidence  that  to  her  the  exchange  of  worlds  was  everlasting 
gain. 

In  the  winter  of  1862,  the  measles  suddenly  appeared  in  our 
midst,  and  forty  pupils  were  taken  down  at  once.  Our  trials 
were  severe  for  a  time;  but  by  unremitting  care,  medical  skill, 
and  the  favor  of  Providence,  not  a  single  case  proved  fatal,  and 
all  soon  entirely  recovered. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  since  the  publica- 
tion of  our  last  report  has  been  136 — 105  deaf  and  dumb  and 
31  blind.  The  largest  number  at  one  time  is  our  present  num- 
ber— one  hundred. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  connected  with  the  Institution 
since  its  commencement  in  1854,  has  been  203 — 144  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  59  blind. 

Two  of  the  teachers  whose  names  appeared  in  the  last  report 
— ^the  teacher  in  the  literary  department  of  the  blind,  and  the 
teacher  of  music — have  both  resigned,  on  account  of  ill  health. 

In  their  stead,  for  teacher  of  music  we  now  have  Miss  H.  R. 
Johnson,  and  for  the  literary  department  of  the  blind.  Miss  C. 
E.  MiUs. 

Miss  Johnson  was  educated  at  the  well-known  Troy  Semina- 
ry, State  of  New  York,  and  has  since  been  employed  for  sev- 
eral years  as  teacher  in  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina. 

Miss  Mills  is  a  graduate  of  the  celebrated  "  Abbott  Female 
Seminary,"  Andover,  Mass.,  where  she  has  also  been  employed 
as  assistant  teacher. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  deaf  and  dumb  pupils,  one  year 
ago,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  another  teacher  in  that 
department,  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Angus  was  employed.  Mr.  Angus 
had  been  for  seven  years  a  teacher  in  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Prom  their  thorough  education  and  previous  experience  in 
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teaching,  we  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  three  above  named 
will  prove  efiScient  and  successful  teachers  in  our  Institution. 

Our  methods  of  Instruction  are  the  same  as  described  in 
former  reports,  and  the  same  that  have  been  employed  in 
all  American  Institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  Institutions 
for  the  blind,  from  the  beginning,  and  have  been  attended  with 
the  highest  success. 

For  the  deaf  and  dumb  pupils,  the  grand  object  to  be  at- 
tained is  the  knowledge  of  written  and  printed  language;  so 
*  that  they  can  write  it  correctly,  and  read  it  understandingly. 
Before  coming  to  the  Institution  they  have  no  language  by 
which  they  can  communicate  their  ideas,  or  none  in  common 
with  speaking  persons.  They  have  a  language  of  signs,  or 
pantomime,  by  which  they  can  converse  with  each  other;  and 
in  the  school-room  they  are  taught  to  translate  their  pantomime 
into  written  language. 

Having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  language,  they  are  prepared 
to  pursue  other  branches  of  learning,  such  as  history,  the  gen- 
eral sciences  and  mathematics.  We  teach  them,  however, 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  elements  of  other  sciences,  be" 
fore  they  have  acquired  a  correct  use  of  language,  while  the 
latter  is  regarded  as  the  grand  end  to  be  kept  in  view,  through 
the  whole  course  of  their  education. 

The  deaf  mute  pupils  are  separated  into  four  classes,  each 
class  occupying  a  separate  school  room,  and  receiving,  during 
school  hours,  the  whole  time  of  an  experienced  teacher.  The 
average  number  in  each  class  is  about  twenty,  which  is  as 
many  as  can  be  successfully  taught  by  one  teacher.  Large 
slates  are  placed  around  the  sides  of  the  school-room,  on  which 
the  pupils  write  out  with  crayons,  their  exercises,  in  a  plain 
hand,  legible  across  the  school-room. 

The  lilind  pupils  have  pursued  the  same  course  of  studies  as 
in  former  years,  and  these  have  been  repeatedly  described  in 
former  reports. 

To  our  list  of  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind,  we  have 
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added  two  copies  of  a  "Dictionary  of  the  English  Language, 
for  the  use  of  the  blind,  in  three  volumes,  printed  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind." 

For  teaching  geography  to  our  blind  pupils,  we  need  more 
maps  and  a  globe  designed  for  their  especial  use.  We  also 
need  another  piano. 

Your  Honorable  Board,  during  the  several  years  you  have 
been  in  office,  have  visited  the  Institution  three  or  four  times 
each  year,  have  spent  considerable  time  in  each  of  the  classes, 
have  seen  what  our  pupils  were  when  first  sent  to  the  Institu^ 
tion,  and  have  seen  what  they  were  the  second,  third  and  sub- 
sequent years,  and  can  judge  for  yourselves  as  to  the  progress 
they  are  making,  and  of  what  value  to  them  is  the  education 
here  afforded. 

Hundreds  of  others,  intelligent  ladies  and  gentlemen  from 
different  parts  of  the  State,  who  have  visited  us,  can  judge  for 
themselves. 

Parents  and  other  relatives  and  friends  of  our  pupils  can 
testify — as  they  have  already  done  in  numerous  instances — as 
to  the  improvement  of  those  they  have  committed  to  our  charge, 
and  the  priceless  value  to  their  unfortunate  children  of  the 
education  here  receWed. 

In  a  recent  article  on  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  the 
writer  says:  "the  fact  that  there  are  schools  for  the  instruction 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  is  not  so  extensively  known  as  it  should 
be,  and  it  would  be  a  good  investment  to  lay  out  a  sum  of 
money  in  keeping  the  fact  before  the  people  by  a  judicious  sys- 
tem of  advertising  in  those  newspapers  having  the  largest 
country  circulatioi(." 

But  our  experience  has  been,  that  our  pupils,  when  they 
go  home  to  spend  the  vacation  each  year,  are  the  best  adver- 
tisements we  can  possibly  send  out. 

During  the  first  years  of  the  Institution,  our  pupils  came 
mainly  from  the  central  and  most  densely  settled  portions  of 
the  State.  In  later  years,  when  any  one  came  from  some 
remote  county  and  went  home  to  spend  the  vacation,  others 
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were  sure  to  be  sent  from  the  same  vicinity,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  another  term.  This  has  been  the  fact  with  reference 
to  several  remote  counties,  and  we  think  it  will  be  so  in  the 
future,  until  all  for  whom  the  Institution  was  designed,  through- 
out the  State,  will  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

In  a  very  few  instances  parents  have  withdrawn  their  deaf 
and  dumb  children  from  the  Institution  when  the  time  allotted 
them  by  the  State  was  only  half  completed,  because  their  ser- 
vices are  valuable  at  home. 

The  pupils  taken  from  the  Institution  thus  early  in  their 
course,  pass  in  the  community  as  specimens  of  what  an  educa- 
tion does  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  whereas  they  had  only  com- 
menced their  education.  Hearing  and  speaking  children  gener- 
ally attend  school  from  the  time  they  are  five  or  six  years  of 
age,  till  they  are  eighteen  or  twenty,  and  some  for  a  still  longer 
period.  How  then  can  one  who  neither  hears  nor  speaks, 
whose  mind  in  most  cases  is  entirely  uncultivated  up  to  the 
time  he  enters  the  Institution,  who  commences  with  the  alphabet^ 
and  learns  the  names  of  objects  and  meaning  of  words,  only  one 
at  a  time;  and  when  by  this  slow  method  he  has  acquired  a 
email  vocabulary  of  words,  he  has  before  him  the  still  more 
difficult  task  of  trying  to  learn  the  grammatical  structure  of 
eentences;  all  of  which  the  hearing  child  learns  without  going 
to  school  at  all,  by  hearing  the  language  spoken  and  speaking 
it  himself  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  or  other  associates  at 
home.  The  wonder  is  that  any  deaf  mute  acquires  a  tolerable 
use  of  language  in  seven  years — less  than  half  the  period  allot- 
ted to  the  education  of  those  who  can  hear  and  speak. 

In  some  Institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  other  States # 
it  is  required,  as  a  condition  of  admittance,  that  the  pupil  is  not 
to  leave  the  Institution  till  he  has  pursued  the  full  course  of 
eix  or  seven  years.  Such  a  regulation  secures  a  benefit  to  the 
pupil,  and  saves  the  Institution  from  being  judged  by  a  false 
standard,  viz:  the  acquirements  of  those  who  have  pursued 
only  a  partial  course. 

In  two  or  three  instances,  deaf  and  dumb  boys  have  been 


20 


BIENNIAL  REPORT  OP  THE  ASYLUM 


kept  at  home  to  work  on  the  farm,  four  or  five  weeks  after  the 
term  commenced.  This  proceeds  from  a  want  of  consideration 
of  how  great  an  injury  to  the  child  is  the  loss  of  a  few  weeks 
at  the  commencement  of  a  term,  or  else  from  mere  selfishness 
on  the  part  of  the  parent,  estimating  a  few  weeks  work  for 
themselves  of  higher  value  than  the  education  of  their  child 
for  all  time. 

Some  of  these  same  parents  have  endeavored  to  take  their 
children  home  a  few  weeks  before  the  term  closed,  their  work 
on  the  farm  being  very  desirable  at  that  busy  season  of  the 
year.  We  wish  all  parents  and  guardians  to  understand  that 
we  cannot  comply  with  such  a  request;  that  all  who  have  com- 
menced a  term  in  the  Institution  must  remain  till  its  close, 
unless  they  are  found  to  be  mentally  or  morally  deficient,  or  are 
permitted  to  leave  on  account  of  their  own  ill  health,  or  some 
very  alarming  sickness  of  relatives  at  home. 

In  our  last  biennial  report,  the  Legislature  were  informed 
that  our  buildings  were  all  erected — all  that  we  shall  need  for 
the  next  quarter  of  a  century.  There  are  five  principal  build- 
ings, viz:  The  front  building — containing  in  the  basement, 
store-rooms  and  sleeping  rooms  for  the  domestics;  in  the  first, 
second  and  third  stories,  rooms  for  the  Principal  and  his  family, 
rooms  for  teachers  and  visitors,  and  rooms  for  a  library  and 
cabinet. 

The  two  wings — one  of  which  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
boys,  the  basement  for  washing  and  bathing  rooms,  the  first 
story  for  study  rooms,  the  second  and  third  stories  for  hospital 
and  sleeping  rooms.  The  other  wing  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
girls  for  the  same  uses. 

The  central  building  containing  kitchens  in  the  basement, 
the  dining  hall  on  the  first  floor  and  the  chapel  above. 

The  rear  wing  containing,  in  the  basement,  rooms  to  be  ap* 
propriated  for  workshops,  and  in  the  first,  second  and  third 
stories  school  rooms  and  a  lecture  room. 

Of  these  five  buildings,  only  the  rear  wing  is  finished  inside. 
In  the  central  building,  the  floors  are  laid  and  windows  in, 
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and  we  are  occupying  the  whole  of  it — the  basement  and  first 
stories  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally  designed, 
and  the  chapel  for  a  sleeping-room. 

So  that  three  of  the  principal  buildings,  viz:  the  main  front 
and  its  two  wings  are  entirely  unoccupied.  But  we  are  suffer- 
ing exceedingly  every  day  for  the  want  of  those  unoccupied 
buildings.  We  are  suffering  physically,  mentally,  and  morally 
for  those  unoccupied  and  empty  bath-rooms,  sleeping-rooms, 
Btudy-rooms,  hospital-rooms,  and  a  place  to  hold  our  chapel 
exercises  morning  and  evening  and  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

The  Legislature  were  informed  in  our  last  report  that  all  the 
water  used  for  washing  clothes  for  more  than  one  hundred  per- 
sons, all  that  is  used  for  washing  and  bathing  purposes,  house- 
cleaning,  &c.,  is  carried  in  and  carried  out  again  by  hand. 
This  is  poor  economy,  or  would  certainly  be  if  we  had  to  hire 
it  done;  it  would  employ  one  man  during  the  whole  school 
year.  At  present  it  is  done  by  our  older  deaf  and  dumb  boys. 
But  these  older  boys  will  soon  finish  their  education.  In  the 
future  most  of  the  boys  will  enter  the  Institution  at  about  ten 
years  of  age.  They  will  not  be  able  to  perform  this  immense 
labor  of  carrying  water  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  hire  men 
for  this  purpose. 

The  basement  rooms  of  the  rear  wing  are  now  used  for 
washing,  ironing  and  bathing  purposes;  but  there  is  an  im. 
perative  necessity  that  these  rooms  be  vacated  in  order  to  be 
used  as  shops  in  which  our  boys  can  be  taught  trades.  The 
necessity  of  trades  and  handicraft  for  our  deaf  mute  and  blind 
boys,  has  been  urged  upon  Legislatures  in  all  our  former 
reports. 

Provision  is  now  made  for  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  the  blind,  in  every  State  throughout  our  country: 
even  in  those  which  have  but  quite  recently  become  States — 
California  and  Oregon — incipient  measures  have  been  taken  to 
establish  such  institutions.  But  so  far  as  known,  not  a  single 
institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  nor  a  single  institution  for 
the  blind  is  attempted  to  be  carried  on  without  instructing  the 
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pupils  in  trades  or  handicraffc.  It  is  universally  estimated  an 
essential  part  of  their  course  of  instruction. 

It  is  more  essential  for  the  blind  than  for  the  deaf  and  dumb: 
because  the  former  are  in  a  more  dependent  condition  and  must 
learn  trades  at  a  public  institution  or  not  learn  them  at  all,  but 
the  latter  may  learn  trades  elsewhere;  while  many  of  them  will 
be  farmers  and  some  will  be  clerks,  copyists,  &c. 

It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  blind  be  employed  in  manual 
labor  in  order  to  keep  them  contented  while  in  the  institution. 
Says  the  accomplished  principal  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  blind  :  "  the  pupils  are  always  occupied,  except  in  the 
frequent  regular  recesses.  This  is  the  true  secret  of  the  cheer- 
fulness which  ever  prevails  in  our  large  household.  Want  of 
occupation,  incident  to  so  many  of  the  uneducated  blind,  is  tho 
real  misfortune  of  blindness." 

Want  of  occupation  is  "the  real 'misfortune "  of  the  blind 
pupils  in  our  institution,  and  the  real  cause  why  we  have  so 
few  blind  in  proportion  to  the  number  resident  in  the  State 
who  ought  to  be  here.  Our  blind  pupils  are  not  contented, 
and  never  will  be  under  any  management  whatever  which  ex- 
cludes instruction  in  handicraft,  and  leaves  the  hours  of  the 
day  in- which  they  are  not  confined  in  school,  to  be  devoted  to 
idleness. 

Those  of  us  who  are  blessed  with  the  gift  of  sight,  are  mis- 
erable when  we  have  nothing  to  do.  But  we  can  at  least  di- 
vert ourselves  by  looking  at  some  object.  The  blind  can  not 
look  at  any  object',  and  having  nothing  to  divert  their  attention, 
the  mind  reverts  inward  to  dwell  upon  their  own  unfortunate 
condition. 

Again  says  the  principal  of  the  Penns^^lvania  institution, 
<'it  maybe  safely  affirmed  that  the  policy  of  an  institution 
which  excludes  any'considerable  number  of  worthy,  eligible 
blind  persons  from  instruction  in  literature  or  handicroft.  cornea 
short  of  the  real  intention  of  its  foundation,  the  unfailing  lib- 
erality of  the  legislature,  and  the  sympathies  and  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  community.'' 
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Several  blind  boys  have  loft  the  institution  at  the  end  of  three 
or  four  years,  preferring  to  reserve  the  remaining  years  allowed 
by  the  State,  until  trades  should  be  established,  and  then  return 
and  finish  out  their  time.  I  have  in  a  few  instances  advised 
them  to  this  course.  But  some  of  these  have  despaired  of  trades 
ever  being  taught  here,  and  have  gone  to  institutions  in  other 
States  long  enough  to  acquire  some  information  of  broom 
making. 

That  the  Legislature  may  appreciate  the  extent  to  which  we 
are  now  crowded,  we  will  inform  them  that  forty-two  or  three 
girls  occupy  a  room  eighteen  feet  square,  from  six  and  a-half 
to  nine  o'clock,  every  evening  during  the  present  school  year, 
and  about  the  same  number  of  boys  occupy  another  room  of 
the  same  size  every  evening. 

For  our  religious  services  every  morning  and  afternoon,  and 
about  three  hours  every  Sabbath,  eighty  pupils  occupy  a  room 
eighteen  feet  square. 

It  is  poor  economy  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  for  the  State 
to  have  expended  money  in  erecting  the  walls  of  these  buildings 
and  then  let  them  remain  several  years  without  receiving  any 
benefit  from  them,  especially  when  they  are  so  much  needed. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  last  report,  the  new  heating  and 
ventilating  apparatus  has  been  put  in  operation,  and  has 
succeeded  admirably.  It  supplies  pure  and  warm  air  by 
means  of  a  fan  blower,  driven  by  steam,  to  every  part  of  the 
building  now  occupied.  Except  when  the  wind  was  very 
strong  from  the  northeast  or  west,  nearly  all  our  rooms  were 
comfortably  warm  during  the  coldest  days  of  last  Winter.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this  in  extreme  cold  weather,  it  is  essential 
that  the  fire  be  kept  up  through  the  whole  night;  otherwise  it 
is  impossible  to  make  the  rooms  comfortable  during  the  day. 

The  central  building  which  is  unfinished  about  the  windows 
and  doors,  and  has  no  lathing  and  plastering,  of  course  must 
be  uncomfortable  in  very  cold  weather,  by  any  plan  of  heating 
that  could  be  devised. 

From  the  report  of  the  census  of  1860,  it  appears  there  is 
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one  blind  person  for  every  2,4*10,  and  one  deaf  mute  to  1,925  of 
the  whole  population  of  our  country. 

It  is  cause  for  rejoicing  and  gratitude,  that  provision  is  now 
made  for  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  these 
unfortunate  classes  throughout  our  own  land,  and  by  nearly 
every  other  civilized  community.  Judging  from  the  past,  we 
may  rest  assured  that  Michigan  will  not  be  behind  other  States 
in  this  noble  philanthropy. 

B.  M.  FAY,  Principal 

Flint,  November,  1862. 
List  of  Pupils  in  attendance  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report. 

,    DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


Names.  County. 

Mary  Alderman,  »  Genesee. 

J.  A.  Armstrong,  Van  Buren. 

L.  M.  Armstrong,  

Mary  Armstrong,  Washtenaw. 

.  Sarah  Armstrong,   " 

W.  L.  Allman,  St.  Joseph. 

Joseph  Bair,  Cass. 

,  S.  J.  Berthelote,  Monroe. 

Samuel  Bigelow,   Newaygo. 

V  William  Bigelow,  Clinton. 

/  Robert  Bingham,  »  Jackson.  . 

EzraBowen,   Washtenaw. 

,  Emma  Brumfield,  Wayne. 

J.  J.  Buchanan,  St.  Joseph. 

Ellen  Buchanan,   " 

Sarah  Chubb,  Ottawa. 

Henrietta  Chubb,   " 

Amanda  Clancy,  Hillsdale. 

A.  C.  Cobb,  Washtenaw. 

Maria  Campbell,  Ottawa. 

/  Laura  Clough,  Shiawassee. 
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Amelia  Clougli,  Shiawassee. 

J.  R.  Crawford,  St.  Clair. 

» 

Emma  Cranson,  ,  Washtenaw. 

H.  H.  Cheesebro,  Hillsdale. 

J.  A.  F.  Chase,  

Polly  Croy,  Branch. 

S.  L.  Chapman,  «  Lapeer. 

S.  H.  De  Mott;  Lenawee. 

William  Doty,  Saginaw. 

v'  P.  J.  Doty,  Lenawee. 

C.  J.  Drum,  Genesee. 

M.  N.  Dolson,  Saginaw. 

Lophelia  Edgerton,  St.  Clair. 

\f  W.  V.  Ellison,  Ionia. 

M.  E.  Elliott,  Ingham. 

^J).  C.  Fisk,  Monroe. 

^  James  Foran,  Ottawa. 

<  W.  C.  Gardner,  Washtenaw. 

Ada  Gesley,  Wayne. 

John  Gunn,   " 

C.  F.  Grob,  Monroe. 

Lenawee  Harwood,  ,  Lenawee. 

^  Louisa  Harwood,  Macomb. 

A.  W.  Hamilton,  Genesee. 

Edmund  Hare,  Montcalm. 

Edgar  Harris,  Clinton. 

Melina  Herrick,  ,  Kalamazoo. 

^  J.  H.  Hewitt,  Eaton. 

-^^  M.  E.  Hildreth,   " 

G.  W.  Holland,  Hillsdale. 

^'  S.  H.  Hoxsie,  Oakland. 

Samuel  Hurd,  Cass. 

H.  E.  Hendrixson,  Allegan. 

C.  E.  Harris,   Van  Buren. 

Harriet  Kellogg,  Genesee. 
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Names.  County. 

V  Marcus  Kerr,  J ackson. 

W.  II.  Krause,  ^  Kalamazoo. 

^  Cordelia  Lepper,  Lenawee. 

^-  J.  N.  Lowry,  Macomb. 

M.  E.  Lowry,   " 

E.  L.  Lane,  Branch. 

'/  Mary  McNames,  Lenawee. 

Samuel  McCartney,  Midland. 

W.  J.  Mellon,  St.  Clair. 

^-  Alfred  Moorhouse,  Macomb. 

Electa  Miller,  Allegan. 

Hubert  Miller,   " 

Eva  Miller,   " 

Harriet  Miller,  Monroe. 

Jane  Palmanteer,  Branch. 

<  0.  L  Phillips,  Oakland. 

N  Sarepta  Prouty,  Lenawee. 

N  Sylvin  Prouty,   " 

M.  J.  Palmer,  Lapeer. 

M.  E.  Phelps,  Macomb. 

J-.  A.  Pixley,  Branch. 

G.  W.  Pooler,  Cass. 

^  Adaline  Richmond,  St.  Clair. 

^  W.  H.  Rosenki-ans,  Washtenaw. 

G.  L.  Rose,  Livingstoo, 

Alvin  Richards,  Kent. 

Charles  Rooks,   Branch. 

C.  J.  Savage,  Barry. 

I  0.  L.  Shirkey,  St.  Clair. 

G.  A.  Silver,  Shiawassee. 

\  J.  C.  Smith,  Tuscola. 

•■■J  Henry  Seitz,  Wayne. 

7  H.  A.  Snook,  Barry. 

George  Storms,  Washtenaw. 

Emma  Sutlief,.   Wayne. 
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Cclestia  Simmons,  St.  Clair. 

Susan  Smith,  Branch. 

Elizabeth  Smith,   " 

Elnora  Sisson,  Kent. 

A.  E.  Stearns,  St.  Clair, 

^<  A.  E.  Thomas,  Kent. 

X  J.  W.  Thorn,  Washtenaw. 

J ohn  Tracy,  Mackinac. 

M.  E.  Thomas,  Livingston. 

Eber  Thomas,   " 

William  Urch,  Oakland. 

n;  L.  a.  Vought,  St.  Joseph. 

J.  C.  White  Allegan. 

P.  A.  Weinburg,  St.  Joseph. 

BLIND. 

^  Mary  Anton,  Van  Buren. 

^  A.  W.  Brown,  Calhoun. 

vf  Hugh  Brown,. . . !  St.  Clair. 

^  George  Bullock,.  Oakland. 

Eli  Bellmore,  Wayne. 

Gordon  Bates,  St.  Joseph. 

Laura  Berry,  Hillsdale. 

^  George  Cambry,  Oakland. 

>5  Benjamin  Cook,  "! . .  .  " 

Ellen  Cutter,  Tuscola. 

E.  W.  Davis,  Macomb. 

vl  Morris  Dolson,  Van  Buren. 

>i  H.  J.  Fenn,..  Washtenaw 

Joseph  Godheart,..  Wayne. 

^  C.  C.  Gore   " 

vT  M.  A.  Griffin,  

^  Mary  Hoff,  Livingston. 

William  Hoffman,  Lapeer. 

M.  A.  Johnson,  Wayne. 

^  James  Kershaw,  Barry. 
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Names.  Count/. 

Frank  Kilbourn,  Calhoun. 

Herri ck  Kamhout,  , . .  Ottawa. 

Luella  McCutchen,  Hillsdale. 

Melinda  Murphy,  Kalamazoo. 

M.  J.  Finney,  Monroe. 

J ulia  Putnam,  Kalamazoo. 

M.  A.  Reed,  Washtenaw. 

Eli  Robinson,  Cass. 

A.  S.  Stearns,  Genesee. 

G.  W.  Stapleton,  Berrien. 

L.  J.  Wood,  Lenawee. 

SUMMARY. 

Malea.  Females.  Total. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,                                         4T  58  105 

Blind,                                                      16  15  31 

136 

From  Allegan  county,   5 

Barry  "    3 

Branch  "    1 

Berrien  •*    1 

Calhoun  "   2 

Cass  "    4 

Clinton    2 

Eaton  «   -  2 

Genesee  "    6 

Hillsdale    6 

Ingham  "    1 

Ionia  "   1 

Jackson  "   2 

Kalamazoo  "    4 

Kent  «    3 

Lapeer  "    2 

Lenawee  "    8 

Livingston  "   4 
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From  Mackinac  county,   1 

Macomb      "    6 

Midland       "   1 

Montcalm    "    1 

Monroe       "    5 

Newaygo     "    1 

Oakland      "    6 

Ottawa       "    5 

Saginaw      "    2 

Shiawassee  "    3 

St.  Clair      "   8 

St.  Joseph   "   6 

Tuccola       "    2 

Van  Buren  '*    5 

Washtenaw"   11 

Wayne        "   10 
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from  the  Asylum,  and  for  the  prompt  and  gentlemanly  manner 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


The  Asylum  is  free  to  all  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
in  Michigan,  15etween  the  ages  of  ton  and  thirty  years,  who 
possess  a  good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  and 
have  no  contagious  disease.  All  such  are  entitled  to  an  educa- 
tion, without  charge  for  board  or  tuition. 

Parents  or  guardians  provide  clothing  for  pupils,  and  pay 
their  traveling  expenses. 

The  regular  time  for  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the  vacation, 
which  extends  from  the  fifteenth  of  July  to  the  first  Wednesday 
of  October.  Pupils  will  not  be  received  at  other  times,  except 
in  extraordinary  cases. 

Persons  wishing  to  place  pupils  in  the  Asylum,  should  ad- 
dress the  Principal,  stating  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  such 
pupil.    No  certificate  of  any  kind  is  required. 

Pupils'  clothing  must  be  marked  with  durable  ink. 

Those  persons  bringing  pupils  to,  or  taking  them  away,  can- 
not be  furnished  board,  lodging  or  horse-keeping,  at  the  Asylum. 

No  person  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  confirmed  im- 
moral character,  will  be  knowingly  received  into  the  Asylum; 
and  in  case  any  person  shall,  after  a  fair  trial,  prove  incompetent 
for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to  the  wholesome  regula- 
tions of  the  Institution,  such  pupil  will  be  thereupon  discharged. 

It  is  important  that  all  of  the  pupils  of  each  year  should  be 
present  at  the  commencement  of  the  school  session,  and  re- 
main until  its  close.  This  will  therefore  be  expected  of  them 
unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  emergency.  In  case  of 
non  compliance  with  this  rule  on  the  part  of  any  pupil  without 
a  sufficient  reason,  his  or  her  right  to  the  privileges  of  the 
Institution,  will,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Principal,  be  forfeited. 
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REPORT 


To  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

The  Board  of  Tmstees  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  BHnd,  in  accordance  with  law,  herewith  submit  their 
Biennial  Keport  for  the  years  1863  and  1864. 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  adopted  in  1850, 
contains  the  following  provision :  "  Institutions  for  the  benefit 
of  those  inhabitants  who  are  deaf,  dumb,  blind  or  insane,  shall 
always  be  fostered  and  sustained." 

Previous  however,  to  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and 
as  early  as  April,  1848,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  for  the 
purpose  of  estabhshing  this  Institution  and  the  "  Michigan 
Asylum  for  the  Insane."  Both  Institutions,  by  that  act,  being 
put  under  the  control  of  one  Board  of  Trustees.  The  first 
recommendation  to  the  Legislature  by  this  Board  for  estabhsh- 
ing a  school  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  upon  the 
combined  plan,  as  finally  adopted,  of  teaching  all  of  them  in  the 
same  Institution,  was  made  in  January,  1851.  And  after  the 
further  maturing  of  their  plans,  the  Board,  in  January,  1854, 
appointed  Rev.  B.  M.  Fay  as  Principal,  and  his  wife  as  Assist- 
ant and  Matron.  The  Institution  was  opened  in  February 
thereafter,  in  a  small  building  in  the  now  city  of  Flint,  and  re- 
ceived during  said  month  seven  deaf  mutes  and  one  bhnd  girl. 
From  this  small  beginning  the  pupils  have  increased  until  there 
is  now  an  average  daily  attendance  of  one  hundred.  And 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  others  have  received  instruction, 
many  of  these  last  having  stayed  seven  years,  the  time  allotted 
them  by  the  State. 

Those  who  have  left  the  Institution,  as  well  as  many  of  those 
who  are  now  under  its  influence  and  teachings,  have  had  their 
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mental  condition,  which,  when  they  entered,  was  enshrouded 
in  darkness  that  seemed  almost  impenetrable,  to  a  great  de- 
gree enlightened;  their  intellect  vastly  increased;  their  counte- 
nances irradiated  by  the  beams  of  mental,  moral,  and  rehgious 
light,  and  their  whole  being  changed  from  the  low  state,  in 
which  all  suffering  from  the  like  infirmities,  are  usually  found, 
to  that  of  men  and  women,  equal,' in  many  cases,  to  the  ordi- 
nary capacities  of  those  who  can  hear,  and  talk,  and  see. 

If  we  cannot,  by  our  sympathy  and  benevolence,  through 
legislative  enactments,  give  hearing  to  the  deaf,  speech  to  the 
dximb,  and  sight  to  the  blind,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  so 
much  can  be  done  to  improve  and  elevate  their  condition,  and 
many  a  grateful  thank  offering  will  be  rendered  by  them  to  our 
legislative  bodies  for  making  provision  for  their  intellectual, 
moral,  and  rehgious  culture. 

Instead  of  a  small  rented  building,  as  in  1854,  the  Board 
have,  by  the  heretofore  generous  gxants  of  the  Legislature, 
been  enabled  to  complete  what  is  known  as  the  School  "Wing, 
100  by  60  feet,  three  stories  high  besides  the  basement.  The 
1st  and  2d  stories  intended  as  school  rooms,  the  3d  as  a  lecture 
room,  and  the  basement  in  part  for  mechanical  purposes.  The 
basement  is  now  used  from  necessity,  for  washing  and  bathing 
rooms,  ii'oning  rooms  and  study  rooms,  (besides  stowing  therein 
the  domsetic  help,  much  to  the  inconvenience  and  annoyance 
of  aU,)  and  the  upper  story,  or  lecture  room,  is  now  used 
for  a  dormitory. 

After  the  completion  of  the  School  Wing,  and  in  February, 
1857,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  placing  the  Institution  un- 
der a  separate  Board  of  Trustees;  since  which  time  the  foun- 
dations of  the  main  edifice,  including  the  Center  Building  and 
the  East  and  "West  "Wings,  have  been  laid,  the  walls  built, 
buildings  roofed,  and  the  outside  work  of  the  buildings  mainly 
completed.  And  by  the  first  of  January,  1865,  the  Board  an- 
ticipate the  completion  of  the  Center  Building,  60  by  90  feet, 
and  including  the  basement,  three  stories  high.  The  basement 
is  used  for  a  kitchen  and  store  rooms,  1st  story  above  basement 
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for  a  dining  room,  and  the  upper  story,  as  soon  as  completed, 
will  be  used  for  a  chapel.  The  East ,  Wing,  when  completed, 
which  will  be  by  the  first  of  January  next,  will  be  used  for  the 
female  pupils.  The  1st  story  for  study  and  sitting  rooms,  2d 
story  for  hospital  rooms  and  rooms  for  nurses  and  at- 
tendants, 3d  story  as  a  dormitory,  and  the  basement  for 
washing,  bathing  and  ironing  rooms.  This  wing  is  50 
by  80  feet.  When  these  portions  of  the  buildings  are 
completed,  the  accommodations  for  the  pupils  will  be 
much  increased.  The  Institution  has  heretofore  suffered 
much  for  the  w«nt  of  room,  and  on  this  account  the  Princi- 
pal and  teachers  have  found  it  more  difficult  to  enforce 
order  and  desciphne. 

The  Board  feel  thankful  to  know  that  this  deficiency  or  want 
of  room,  is  so  soon  to  be  partially  supphed.  But  to  make  the 
Institution  effective  in  all  its  parts  the  whole  of  the  building 
should  be  completed.  The  Institution  is  now  in  great  need  of 
the  completion  of  the  West  Wing,  so  that  the  male  pupils  may 
be  removed  from  the  School  Wing  except  during  school 
hours,  and  that  wing  used  solely  for  the  purposes  intended. 
Until  this  is  done,  there  can  be  no  full  and  general  system  of 
teaching  trades  to  the  pupils  carried  out  without  an  outlay  of 
money  for  buildings  in  which  to  work  at  trades,  that  might  in 
part  be  obviated  by  the  completion  of  the  West  Wing. 

It  is  weU  known  that  all  buildings  left  in  an  unfinished  state 
deteriorate  in  value  much  faster  than  after  completion.  It 
would  be  poHcy,  therefore,  even  if  the  whole  of  the  buildings 
were  not  necessary  for  present  purposes,  to  make  appropriations 
for  their  completion.  The  economist  would  most  certainly  do 
so  with  his  own  building. 

It  wlQ  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Acting  Comissioner, 
hereto  appended,  in  what  manner  the  funds  appropriated  for 
building  purposes  and  for  supporting  the  Asylum  for  the  yeai*s 
1863  and  1864,  have  been  expended,  and  that  the  appropria- 
tions have  failed  to  meet  the  necessary  and  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Instituiton,  as  well  as  fell  short  of  meeting  the  expenses 
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of  finisliing  the  Center  Building  and  one  of  the  ™igs  and  their 
connections,  as  contemplated  by  the  act  making  the  appropria- 
tions, and  that  the  expenditures  will  overrun  the  appropriations 
at  least  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  appropriations  for  support- 
ing the  Institution  were  much  less  than  estimated  by  the  Board, 
5tnd  the  cost  of  all  articles  of  consumption  much  more  than 
the  Board  anticipated  two  years  ago,  when  the  estimates  were 
made.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  appropriations  should 
«ver  faU  much  short  of  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  to  con- 
c[uct  the  Institution  in  a  successful  manner.  When  this  occurs 
the  Board  are  placed  in  a  condition  where  they  must  dismiss  and 
send  home  the  pupils,  or  loan  money  or  otherwise  create  debts 
for  the  means  to  go  on  with  what  the  Legislature  intended 
should  be  done.  It  appears  to  the  Board  a  far  better  way 
sometimes  to  have  even  a  small  excess  over  Avhat  may  bo  needed 
iiian  to  faU  far  short  of  that  amount.  The  appropriationfi 
made  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Institution  for  the  last 
two  years,  might  possibly  have  boarded  the  pupils  for  that 
time,  leavmg  very  httle,  if  anything,  for  paying  the  salaries  of 
Principal,  Matron  and  Teachers,  the  v/ages  of  engineers,  la- 
I>orers,  and  domestics,  fuel  for  running  the  engine  for  two  years, 
and  many  other  incidental  expenses.  In  explanation  of  much 
of  the  additional  expense  above  the  appropriations  made  for 
finishing  the  Center  Building  and  one  of  the  wings  and  their 
connections,  the  Board  would  here  quote  from  the  report  of  the 
CJommissioner  before  referred  to.  He  says:  "  The  act  making 
tliese  appropriations,  pro^ddes  that  the  appropriations  for  build- 
ing purposes  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  State  tax  for  the  re- 
iagpective  years  named,  and  when  collected  be  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Asylum  Fund.  Thus  virtually  i^rohibiting  the 
payment  of  these  sums  until  they  shall  have  been  collected. 
The  effect  of  this  was  to  render  it  impossible  to  do  anything 
towards  finishing  the  parts  of  the  building  named  during  the 
^ar  1863,  which  proved  very  unfortunate,  as  the  contract  pre- 
^ously  made  for  puttmg  in  the  warming  and  ventilating  appa- 
latns  expired  durmg  that  year,  and  the  result  was  an  addi- 
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tional  expense  of  about  five  thousand  dollars  in  tiiat  one 
item." 

In  addition  to  this,  all  must  be  aware  that  estimates  made 
'  two  years  ago  for  mechanical  labor  and  for  materials  for  build- 
ing purposes,  as  well  as  for  the  support  of  the  Institution, 
founded  upon  the  prices  then  existing,  must  fall  far  below  the 
actual  necessary  cost  of  the  same  at  the  times  when  the  articles 
have  had  to  be  pui'chased  and  the  labor  performed. 

The  Board  trust  and  beheve  that  the  Legislature  will  make 
sujG&cient  appropriations  to  support  and  successfully  carry  on 
the  Institution  for  the  next  two  years  without  leaving  the  Board 
in  debt  at  the  end  of  that  time.  To  do  this  and  to  make  the 
necessary  purchases,  (the  items  of  which  will  hereafter  be  given 
by  the  Commissioner,)  it  will  be  necessary  to  appropriate  at 
leat  sixteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  year  1865,  and  fifteen 
thousand  for  the  year  1866,  and  in  addition  to  this  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  indebtedness  already  accrued  for  the  support 
of  the  Institution  and  for  building  purposes.  The  Board  also 
ask  that  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  finish  the  west  wing, 
and  to  finish  some  portions  of  the  main  edifice,  may  be  ap- 
propriated. 

We  believe  that  when  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  ghaU 
have  been  completed,  that  it  will,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  be 
equal  in  strength  and  beauty  and  for  all  other  purposes  inten- 
ded, to  any  other  similar  Institution  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  all  the  citizens  of  Michigan  should  take  pride  in  causing 
to  be  finished  so  noble  an  edifice,  founded  in  benevolence  and 
humanity. 

The  Principal,  in  his  report  of  1862,  says:  '-  Want  of  occu- 
pation is  the  real  misfortune  of  the  blind  pupils  in  our  Institu- 
tion, and  the  real  cause  why  we  have  so  few  bHnd  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  resident  in  the  State  who  ought  to  be  here. 
Our  bHnd  pupils  are  not  contented,  and  never  will  be,  under 
any  management  whatever,  which  excludes  instruction  in 
handicraft.,  and  leaves  the  hours  of  the  day  in  which  they  are 
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not  confined  to  school  to  be  devoted  to  idleness."  He  also 
says  in  the  same  report,  "  Several  of  the  blind  boys  have  left 
the  Institution  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  years,  preferring  to 
reserve  the  remaining  years  allowed  by  the  State,  until  trades  * 
should  be  established,  and  then  return  and  finish  out  their 
time.  I  have,  in  a  few  instances,  advised  them  to  this  course. 
But  some  of  these  have  despaired  of  trades  ever  beiug  taught 
here,  and  have  gone  to  other  States." 

Having  no  rooms  at  their  disposal  in  which  trades  could  be 
taught,  and  the  Legislature  having  made  no  appropriation  for 
that  purpose,  and  fi'om  other  causes  originating  after  the  re- 
port of  the  Principal,  the  Board,  at  a  meeting  held  in  May, 
1863,  adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas,  One  great  object  sought  to  be  accompHshed  in  ed- 
ucating pupils  at  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind,  is  to  enable  them  to  support  themselves 
after  leaving  the  Institution,  independent  of  aid  from  the 
pubhc;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  the  Bhnd  to 
support  themselves,  to  teach  them  some  trade  or  handicraft; 
and 

Whereas,  Yv'ith  the  present  limited  means  and  accomoda- 
tions as  to  room,  workshops,  &c.,  it  is  impossible  to  teach 
trades  to  any  of  the  pupils;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Department  of  the  Blind  in  the  Michigstn 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  be  suspended 
from  and  after  the  close  of  the  pres.ent  term,  until  further 
action  by  this  Board. 

Therefore  during  the  last  school  year  the  Bliud  were  not 
admitted.  The  Board,  before  the  opening  of  the  present 
school  term,  expecting  soon  to  have  some  vacant  rooms  where 
trades  might  be  taught,  and  that  the  Legislature  at  its  coming 
term  would  make  sufficient  appropriations  for  that  purpose, 
issued  circulars  stating  that  the  Department  of  the  Blind 
would  again  be  opened. 


FOR  THF  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AND  THE  BLIND. 


11 


We  have  now  two  female  teachers  in  the  Blind  Department, 
(one  of  them  a  teacher  of  music,)  and  eighteen  pupils,  with  a 
probable  increase  of  numbers;  and  as  soon  as  provision  can  be 
made  by  the  Board  to  have  trades  taught,  this  branch  of  the 
Institution  will,  no  doubt,  receive  a  large  addition  of  pupils. 

At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  after  the  close  of 
ihe  last  school  term,  the  Rev.  B.  M.  Fay  and  his  wife,  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  Institution  from  its  infancy,  tendered 
through  Mr.  Fay,  their  resignation  to  the  Board,  as  follows : 

"  Gentlemen  : — Mrs.  Fay  having  suffered  for  a  long  time 
from  ill  health,  and  it  beiag  the  opinion  of  her  friends  and 
Physician  that  her  health  can  only  be  restored  by  a  change  of 
residence,  she  resigns  the  office  of  Matron,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  leave  the  Institution  to  reside  in  another  climate. 

"  This  will  create  the  necessity  that  I  also  leave  the  Institu- 
tion- I  have  been  connected  with  it  from  the  beginning,  a 
period  of  ten  and  a  half  years;  and  during  this  period  our 
efforts  in  its  behalf  have  been  attended  with  a  high  degree  of 
prosperity.  Buildings  have  been  erected  which  are  an  honor 
to  the  State,  and  will  be  an  enduring  monument  of  her  philan- 
thropy, her  hberahty  and  benevolence  for  the  unfortunate. 

"  During  this  period  225  pupils  have  been  connected  with  the 
Institution,  about  half  of  whom  have  finished  their  course 
here,  and  all  have  been  so  far  improved  as  to  become  convinc- 
ing arguments  of  the  utihty  of  such  an  Institution.  Joy  and 
gratitude  have  already  been  awakened  in  more  than  two  hun- 
dred families,  from  which  these  unfortunate  children  have 
come  to  us  to  be  educated. 

"  I  take  but  httle  credit  to  myself  for  the  success  which  has 
crowned  our  efforts — have  been  aware  of  many  imperfections- 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  but  have  always  been  conscious, 
of  a  supreme  desu-e  to  promote  the  highest  welfare  of  the  In- 
stitution. Grateful  to  a  kind  Providence  and  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  many  favors  received,  I  resign  the  office  of 
Principal,  to  take  effect  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
term,  Sept.  14,  1864. 

"  Eespectfully  submitted.  B.  M.  FAY.'* 
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The  Bopci'd  would  here  acknowledge  the  high  esteem  in 
•which  they  have  ever  held  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay,  and  the  deep 
regret  they  feel  for  the  cause  of  their  resignation. 

Mr.  Egbert  L.  Bangs,  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  New  York,  and  highly 
recommended  by  Professor  Peet,  Principal  of  that  Institution, 
has  been  appointed  Principal  in  place  of  Mr.  Fay,  and  the 
Board  hope  and  believe  that  the  Institution  will  suffer  no 
special  detriment  from  the  change  thus  made  necessary. 

By  reason  of  the  smaU  aijDpropriations  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  the  strong  desire  of  the  Board  to  keep  the  current  ex- 
penses as  near  within  the  appropriations  as  i)ossible,  the 
number  of  teachers  has  been  less  than  the  wants  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

There  should  be  at  least  two  more  teachers  in  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  department,  for  the  necessity  of  which,  as  well  as  for 
many  other  matters  of  importance,  the  Board  would  refer  to 
the  suggestions  in  the  very  able  report  of  the  PrincipaJ, 
appended  hereto. 

"We  would  also,  in  connection  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Principal,  ask  the  Legislature  to  change  the  law  in  regard 
to  the  clothing  and  other  expenses  of  the  pupils,  chargeable 
back  to  the  counties  from  which  they  come,  so  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  forty  dollars,  (instead  of  twenty,  as  the  law  now  is,) 
may  be  used,  if  found  necessary  for  those  purposes. 

The  Boaitl,  before  the  expiration  of  the  last  term,  invited 
John  W.  Birchmore,  Thomas  J.  Joslyn  and  H.  H.  Northrop, 
clergymen  risiding  in  the  city  of  Flint,  to  act  as  an  Examining 
Committee  at  the  close  of  the  term.  The  committee,  after  an 
'examination  of  the  various  classes  in  the  Institution,  kindly 
?made  a  report  to  the  Board,  which  report  we  take  pleasure  in 
annexing  hereto.  We  also  append  the  reports  of  the  several 
teachers  in  the  Institution,  for  the  past  term,  which  will 
show  the  general  method  of  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the 
progress  made  by  the  different  clasaes,  and  the  studies  pui: 
sued. 
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The  general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  good,  and  but 
one  death  has  occurred  within  the  past  two  years:  Ada  Gesley, 
from  Wayne  county,  fifteen  years  of  age,  died  on  the  10th  day 
of  May  last.    No  sickness  now  exists  among  the  pupils. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

B.  PIEKSON, 
JAMES  B.  WALKER, 
JOHN  P.  LeROY, 
December  1st,  1864.  Trustees. 
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To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Decf 
and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  fallowing 

report  in  reference  to  the  work  on  the  Asylum  buildings  since 

my  last  report. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  regular  session  in  1863,  appropriated 
$10,000  for  1863,  and  $10,000  for  1864,  "for  supporting  the 
Asylum"  for  those  two  years;  and  also  $15,000  for  1863,  and 
$10,000  for  1864,  "for  the  purj^ose  of  completing  the  center 
building  and  one  of  the  wings  of  said  Asylum  and  its  con- 
nections." 

The  act  making  these  appropriations  provides  that  the  ap- 
propriation for  building  purposes,  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
State  tax  for  the  respective  years  named,  and  xohen  collected  shall 
be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Asylum  fund.  Thus  virtually 
prohibiting  the  payment  of  these  sums  until  they  shaU  have 
been  collected. 

The  effect  of  this  was  to  render  it  impossible  to  do  anything 
towards  finishing  the  parts  of  the  building  named  during  the 
year  1863,  which  proved  very  unfortunate,  as  the  contract  pre- 
viously made  for  putting  in  the  warming  and  ventilating  appa- 
ratus, expired  during  that  year,  and  the  result  was  an  aditional 
expense  in  that  one  item  of  about  $5,000. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  making 
the  appropriations,  that  the  work  should  be  done,  a  part  du- 
ring one  year,  and  a  part  during  another  year,  whereas  it  could 
aU  be  done  in  one  year,  to  much  better  advantage  and  at  much 
less  expense,  and  less  interruption  to  the  school,  than  to  spread 
it  over  two  years. 
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Through  the  kindness  and  accommodation  of  the  State 
Treasurer  and  Auditor  General,  the  two  appropriations  for 
building  pui-poses  were  authorized  to  be  di;awn  during  the 
year  1864.  The  work  was  commenced  as  early  in  the  Spring 
of  the  present  year  as  practicable,  and  has  been  pushed  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible,  considering  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing mechanics  and  laborers.  The  center  and  east  wing  are 
now  nearly  completed.  The  work  has  been  done  in  a  better 
and  more  durable  manner  than  was  anticipated  in  the  estimates 
furnished  to  the  Legislative  Committees  previous  to  appropri- 
ations being  made.  There  has  also  been  much  additional  work 
done,  which  was  found  indispensable,  and  which  could  not 
well  be  done  except  at  the  time  of  finishing  the  east  wing, 
such  as  putting  in  bath-tubs,  cast-iron  tanks  for  hot  and  cold 
water,  and  steam-pipes  connecting  with  tanks,  cisterns,  sewers, 
and  water  closets. 

It  also  became  necessary,  in  order  to  save  a  large  and  con- 
stant expense,  to  finish  the  washing  and  drying  rooms,  and  the 
engine  room  in  the  boiler  house,  which  are  now  being  com- 
pleted. The  financial  report  shows  that  the  expenditures  have 
exceeded  the  appropriations.  That,  in  the  general  expense 
account,  was  to  be  expected,  as  the  lowest  estimate  by  the 
Board  of  Tmstees  for  that  account  at  the  time  of  making  the 
appropriations  was  $24,000  for  the  two  years. 

The  enhanced  price  of  all  articles  of  consumption  has,  of 
course,  increased  the  expense. 

In  the  construction  account  there  is  less  variation,  and  what 
there  is,  is  accounted  for  mainly  by  the  additional  expense  of 
putting  in  the  warming  and  ventilating  apparatus  over  and 
above  the  contract  price,  as  above  stated. 

The  work  not  having  been  completed,  it  of  course  has  not 
been  measured  and  the  biUs  fully  paid. 

When  this  is  done,  and  the  expense  of  the  Institution  paid 
to  January  1,  1865,  I  estimate  the  indebtedness  of  the  Institu- 
tion to  be  at  least  $10,000. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  WALKEE,  Acting  Gortimissioner, 


FINANCIAL  REPORT. 


STATEMENT  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Michigan 


Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  during  the 
Fiscal  Years  commencing  Decembei^  1st,  1862,  and  ending 
November  ^Oih,  1864. 

BEOEIPTS. 

From  Asylum  Fund,  (appropriation  for  1861,)  $13,500  00 

From  Asylum  Fund,  (appropriation  for  1863-4,) . .  .  45,000  00 

"    General     "    2,054  29 

For  Swine  sold,   44  00 

"  Pork     "   \   70  00 

"  old  flour  barrels  sold,   66  20 

Cow  sold,   24  00 

"  Horse  and  Buggy  sold,   75  00 

Of  John  Collard  for  Board  and  Tuition,   50  00 


$60,883  29 

PAYMENTS. 

Paid  Indebtedness  as  per  last  Report,   $1,717  21 


EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  Provisions,  Groceries,  Fuel  and  Lights,. .  .$13,974  30 

"     "    Boiler  and  Engine  Rooms,   1,349  11 

"     "    Insurance,   502  25 

"     "    Hardware,. .    408  14 

"    Castings  and  Blacksmithing,   21  03 

"     "    Stationery,  Postage  and  Painting,   295  88 

■     Domestic  Help,   1,064  99 

"         Bedding,   116  53 
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Paid  for  Hay  and  Feed,   $  867  60 

"     "    Seed,  Labor  and  Team  Work  in  Field, 

G  arden  and  Barn,   1,246  22 

"     "    Salaries  of  Officers  and  Attendants,   7,76^  26 

"     "    Traveling  Expenses  of  Acting  Commis- 
sioner,  ^   131  00 

"     "    Traveling  expenses  of  Principal,   27  00 

(c     <f    Physician  and  Medicine,   221  95 

"     "    Miscellaneous  Expenditures,  ;   76  86 


$28,072  12 

CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  Lumber,  Joiner  Work,  Mason  Work,  in- 
cluding Lime,  Sand,  &c.,  $16,601  23 

«     "    Team  Work,   368  00 

"     "    Labor,    1,708  50 

"     "    Brick,   381  25 

"     "    Paints,  Oil,  Painting  and  Glazing,   1,377  45 

"     "    Glass,   471  43 

"     "    Hardware,   820  15 

"     "    Transportation,   313  08 

"     "    Castings  and  Blacksmithing,   339  26 

"     "    G^LS-pipe  and  Plumbing,   450  54 

"     "    Warming  and  Ventilaing  Registers,   480  73 

"     "    Fireplace  and  Grate,   58  00 

"     "    Towards  Warming  and  Ventillating  Ap- 
paratus,  5,297  t2 

"     "    Cisterns  and  Sewers,   2,820  10 

"     "    Water-pipes,  Bath-tubs,  Water-closet,  and 

putting  in,   1,338  24 

«     «    Paint  MiU,   8  40 

«     "    Musical  Instruments,   92  00 

«     "    Horse  and  Wagon,   160  00 

"     "    Interest  and  Exchange,    132  57 

"     "    Cooper  Work,   15  50 
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Paid  for  Fencing,  , . .  .  $12  00 

"     "    Timing  Piano,   10  00 

u     u    Furniture  and  Cabinet  Work,   96  52 

"     "    School  Books,   184  77 

"    Revenue  Stamps,   7  00 

"     "    Two  Cows,   49  00 

$4,926  10 

Total  Expenditures,  $63,382  77 

Total  Receipts,   60,883  49 

$2,499  28 


We  have  examined  the  foregoing  Statement  of  the  Acting  * 
Commissioner,  and  have  compared  the  same  with  his  vouchers, 
and  hereby  certify  to  the  correctness  thereof. 

B.  PIERSON, 
JOHN  P.  LeROT, 
Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum 

for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind, 


REPORT    OF   THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  theJlVudees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  EdvrMwn  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — In  preparing  the  usual  biennial  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  Institution,  I  am  obUged,  as  you  are  well 
aware,  to  rely  entirely  upon  the  quarterly  reports  of  my  pre- 
decessor for  information,  both  as  to  the  number  of  pupils  who 
have  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  Institution,  and  as  to  the 
results  of  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  for  their  instruction. 

A  report  thus  prepared  must  of  necessity  be  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory,  compared  with  one  drawn  up  by  the  person 
under  whose  supervision  the  Institution  has  been  conducted. 
You  will,  therefore,  pardon  any  want  of  completeness  in  the 
statements  made  in  this  document. 

I  find  from  the  soilrces  above  indicated  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils  under  instruction  during  the  term  ending  in 
July,  18G3,  was  103 — that  of  these  80  were  deaf  mutes,  and  23 
were  blind.  At  the  close  of  the  quarter  ending  March  31, 
1864,  there  were  84  pupils  in  attendance,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1804,  there  were  81 — all  deaf 
mutch. 

The  reason  that  the  department  for  the  instruction  of  the 
blind  was  closed  during  the  past  ye^r  will  appear  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  the  report. 

Witli  this  brief  statement  of  the  numbers  in  attendance 
during  the  past  two  years,  permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
present  condition  and  wants  of  the  two  departments.  There 
are  now  eighteen  blind  pupils  in  attendance,  and  Ave  have 
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entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  term  with  two  new  teachers — 
Miss  Emma  S.  Wesson,  who  has  charge  of  the  musical  depart- 
ment, and  Miss  Clara  Dota,  who  has  charge  of  the  intellectual 
depai^tment.  Under  their  instruction,  the  pupils  have  thus  far 
made  gratifying  progress.  To  enable  these  teachers  to  carry 
on  their  labors  in  the  most  efncieflt  manner,  we  need  a  better 
supply  of  books,  dissective  maps,  and  other  apparatus,  than 
the  Institution  now  affords.  In  a  former  report  your  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  a  second  piano  was*  needed, 
and  the  instrument  has  not  yet  been  procured.  Should  the 
number  of  blind  pupils  continue  to  increase,  it  will  be  greatly 
needed.  Even  with  our  present  number,  the  one  piano  that 
we  have  is  in  use  from  6  o'clock  in  -the  morning  until  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

"We  have  no  doubt  that  when  it  is  generally  known  that  the 
department  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  has  reopened,  our 
number  wiU  be  greatly  augmented. 

In  the  deaf  mute  department  we  have  four  teachers,  viz: 
Mr.  W.  L.  M.  Breg,  Mr.  W.  W.  Angus,  Mr.  W.  Hubbard,  and 
Mr.  T.  L.  Brown.  The  first  three  gentlemen  are  graduates 
from  the  High  Class  in  the  New  York  Institution;  the  last 
named  gentleman  is  a  graduate  from  the  American  Asylum. 
These  gentlemen  have  81  deaf  mutes  under  their  instruction, 
for  whose  benefit  they  are  laboring  with  commendable  zeal. 

The  term  of  instruction  allowed  by  the  State  to  each  pupil 
is  seven  years.  There  ought,  therefore,  to  be,  as  there  are  in 
all  the  older  institutions,  seven  distinct  classes,  each  composed 
of  pupils  who  have  been  under  instruction  the  same  length  of 
time,  or  whose  attainments  are  similar.  At  present  there  are 
onl}^  four  classes,  and  in  each  class  there  are  two  divisions, 
composed  of  pupils  of  entu'ely  different  standing  and  attain- 
ments— an  arrangement  that  greatly  increases  the  labors  of 
the  teacher,  who,  even  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances, 
has  no  trifling  difficulties  to  encounter.  While  he  is  engagjed 
in  imparting  instruction  to  one  division  of  his  class,  the  other 
division  must,  tmavoidably,  be  left  to  go  on  as  they  best  can 
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without  his  assistance.  The  difficulties  of  language  are  so  great 
that  a  deaf  mute,  no  matter  how  intelligent,  needs  the  unre- 
mitting care  of  a  competent  instructor  nearly  eyery  moment 
of  the  time  that  he  is  in  school.  Deaf  mutes  cannot  study 
independently  and  make  any  respectable  progress.  ' 

I  therefore  deem  it  desirable  that  the  corps  of  teachers 
should  be  strengthened.  You  are  aware  that  it  is  composed 
entii'ely  of  those  who  are  laboring  under  the  disadvantage  of 
deafness.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  you  the  importance 
of  securing  the  services  of  a  young  man  of  liberal  education, 
who  can  hear  and  speak,  and  who  will  receive  instruction  in 
the  language  of  signs  until  he  has  perfected  himself  in  the  art 
of  imparting  instruction  to  the  deaf  and  dumb. 

Sufficient  pecuniary  inducements  should  be  offered  to  secure 
a  teacher,  whose  situation  will  be  a  permanent  one,  and  not 
merely  a  stepping-stone  to  some  other  profession. 

Permit  me  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
school-room  furniture  and  apparatus  in  this  department. 
Hitherto  the  supply  of  books  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
insufficient.  By  a  recent  purchase  of  150  volumes  from  the 
New  York  Institution,  our  present  supply  is  greatly  enlarged. 
"VVe  still  need  suitable  desks  and  seats  in  nearly  every  school- 
room, to  obviate  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  having  stoo"" 
brought  from  the  dining-room  to  the  school-rooms  at  e^'^T 
session,  and  returned  at  every  meal. 

As  soon  as  the  rooms  now  so  nearly  completed  are  {r-^'^^^i- 
ness,  we  shall  need  study-tables  and  chairs  enough  t  ^^ccom- 
modate  all  our  pupils  at  their  evening  studies.    We  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
need  a  book-case,  where  the  costly  volumes  purch'^^*^^ 
blind  can  be  kept  from  being  scattered  and  torn  ^  Pieces. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  report  I  aUuded  ^^^'^  ^'^^^ 

during  the  past  year  the  department  for  the  ^Btructio-i  <>'  the 
blind  was  closed.  The  reason  will  appear -^'^^  foUo  ing, 
preamble  and  resolution,  p.n^^^  ed  Ir-  the  T^^^^  ^t  their  regilar. 
meeting,  May  6,  1863: 

/  ,i 
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Whereas,  One  gi-eat  object  souglit  to  be  accomplished  in 
educating  pupils  at  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind,  is  to  enable  them  to  support  themselves 
after  leaving  the  Institution,  independent  of  aid  from  the 
public;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  necessary  in  order  to  enable  the  blind  to  sup- 
port themselves,  to  teach  them  some  trade  or  handicraft;  and, 

Whereas,  With  the  present  Hmited  means  and  accommoda- 
tions as  to  room,  work-shops,  &c.,  it  is  impossible  to  teach 
trades  to  any  of  the  pupils;  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  the  Department  of  the  Blind  in  the  Michigan 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  be  suspended 
from  and  after  the  close  of  the  present  term,  until  fui*ther 
action  by  this  Board. 

I  need  not  remind  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board,  that  no 
provision  whatever  has  yet  been  made  for  giving  instruction  in 
any  kind  of  remunerative  labor  to  either  of  the  unfortunate 
classes  committed  to  our  care. 

Permit  me  to  lay  before  you,  with  as  much  accui-acy  as  pos- 
sible, the  duties  of  our  male  pupils  in  the  Deaf  Mute  Depart- 
lent  when  they  are  not  in  school  or  engaged  in  study.  Three 
our  largest  boys  are  employed  to  carry  wood  into  the 
len,  and  to  assist  the  women  in  the  kitchen;  two  more  are 
^^V)'ed  as  milkers;  four  as  wood-sawers,  and  two  to  assist  in 
the  l^i(jj.y^  Besides  these,  there  are  others,  whose  duty  it-  is 
to  sweo^i^g  different  halls,  to  scour  the  knives  after  meals,  to 
wash  the>,^^gg  ^  ^j^^  respective  school-rooms,  to  take  care  of 
the  stove  K  ^r}iich  the  girls  iron,  and  to  sweep  the  dining- 
room,  ^i^ggg  Unties  are  pro\4ded  for,  we  have  over  a 
dozen  fe-ds  wnv^^^.^  regular  employment,  simply  because 
there /eems  to  Nothing  that  is  really  suitable  for  them  to  do. 
Now/he  duties  pW^rmed  by  these  young  men  could  all  be 
don/by  the  proper\sg  of  ^^ervants  at  a  very  small  additional 
expose. 

ith  their  regular  sc)V)l  duties  to  attend  to,  the  pupils  can- 
nAave  iriany  hours  daii^to  devote  to  labor  of  any  kind,  and 
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in  making  themselves  useful  in  the  manner  that  I  have 
described  to  you,  they  make  the  State  but  a  very  small  return 
for  the  education  she  so  generously  bestows  upon  them,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  their  term  of  study,  they  return  to  their 
friends  no  better  prepared  to  engage  in  any  remunerative  avo- 
cation than  they  were  when  they  came  to  us.  I  deem  it, 
therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  some  arrangement 
should  be  made  by  whicli  these  unfortunate  children  can  be 
prepared  to  rely  upon  their  own  honorable  exertions  for  a  live- 
lihood after  they  leave  us.  They  should  not  be  merely  wood- 
sawers  and  sweepers  and  kitchen-boys  while  here,  if  we  expect 
them  ever  to  attain  to  anything  higher.  I  would  respectfully 
urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  organizing  shops  as  soon  as 
possible  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  such  trades  as 
shoe-making,  tailoring  and  cabinet-making.  At  present  we 
are  obliged  to  send  every  shoe  that  needs  mending  to  some 
shoemaker  in  the  city  of  Flint;  whereas,  were  there  a  shop  in 
successful  operation  here,  such  work  could  be  done  without 
delay,  without  the  trouble  of  sending  once  to  leave  the  article, 
and  perhaps  twice  or  three  times  to  get  it;  nor  would  it  be 
necessary,  as  now,  to  send  some  one  with  almost  every  pupil 
that  is  to  be  measured  for  a  pair  of  boots  or  shoes.  Our  own 
community  would  furnish  a  large  amount  of  work  of  this 
description,  for  which  the  parents  of  the  pupils  would,  of 
course,  be  charged,  as  they  now  are,  and  thus  the  enterprise 
could  be  made  at  least  partially  self-supporting,  while  the  deaf 
mute  apprentice  would  be  prepared  to  work  at  the  trade  in 
after  hfe. 

The  same  arguments  can  be  ui'ged  in  favor  of  a  tailor-shop. 
Garments  could  be  made  up  by  those  employed  there  for  the 
pupils,  and  the  amount  charged  to  their  parents  or  guardians, 
while  the  officers  of  the  Institution  would  be  spared  the  incon- 
venience of  taking  a  pupil  to -the  city  whenever  a  new  gar- 
ment was  needed. 

Cabinet-making  is  a  good  trade,  and  an  Institution  like  this 
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would  firom  time  to  time  find  it  necessary  to  purchase  such 
articles  as  are  made  in  a  cabinet-shop. 

There  are,  also,  at  all  times,  many  little  odd  jobs  about  the 
buildings  and  premises,  that  could  be  done  by  intelligent 
youth,  possessing  some  skill  in  the  use  of  tools,  but  which, 
under  the  present  arrangement,  can  be  done  only  by  parties 
living  outside  of  the  Institution,  and  at  more  or  less  expense. 

You  are  to  consider,  also,  that  a  person  trained  to  use  tools 
in  a  cabinet  shop,  could,  on  leaving  the  Institution,  learn  with 
great  ease  to  do  any  kind  of  work  in  wood;  thus  the  transition 
from  cabinet  making  to  carpentry  would  be  comparatively 
easy. 

There  are  other  trades  that  might  be  introduced  vrith  deci- 
ded benefit  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  but  these  three  seem  to  me 
especially  adapted  to  their  wants,  and  with  judicious  manage- 
ment they  would  be  at  least  partially  self-supporting,  and  if 
they  v/ero  not,  that  is  no  reason  for  withholding  them,  for 
there  is  no  department  of  instruction  that  is  or  can  be  fully 
seK-supporting. 

The  blind  have  equal  claims  upon  you  for  instruction 
in  some  department  of  labor.  Indeed,  I  know  not  but  a 
stronger  appeal  can  be  made  in  their  behalf.  By  reason  of 
their  infirmity,  when  not  engaged  in  school,  they  have  no  em- 
ployment but  to  grope  about  as  they  best  can;  to  gather  to- 
gether in  groups  and  spend  their  time  in  gossip  and  mere 
amusement,  or  to  sit  down  in  the  soHtude  of  eternal  darkness 
and  brood  over  their  hopeless  deprivation. 

It  is  sad  to  hear  them  pleading  for  something  to  do;  and  I 
trust  that  at  no  distant  time,  their  wilHng  hands  will  be  fur- 
nished with  some  useful  employment.  The  mischief  that  is 
done  in  the  world  is  usually  done  by  idle  hands,  and  the  true 
way  to  prevent  mischief  is  to  furnish  work. 

Allow  me  next  to  caU  your  attention  to  the  provision  that  is 
made  by  the  respective  counties  for  clothing  their  indigent 
pupils.  We  have  in  our  Institution,  a  number  of  pupils  who 
are  in  destitute  circumstances.    Some  of  them  are  friendless 
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orphans,  and  some  are  worse  off  than  orphans,  by  reason  of 
the  vicious  habits  of  their  parents.  For  the  clothing  of  such, 
the  counties  in  which  they  live  allow  the  sum  of  $20  per  an- 
num. This  sum  was  never  more  than  enough  to  purchase  the 
entire  stock  of  clothing  of  a  pupil  for  one  w^hole  year.  At  the 
present  prices  of  all  kinds  of  goods,  it  is  utterly  insufficient  to 
prociu-e  comfortable  clothing.  Permit  me  to  a^t  you  if  it  can- 
not be  increased  to  forty  dollars. 

One  subject  more  and  I  have  done.  The  parents  of  the  pu- 
pils very  properly  look  with  some  sohcitude  upon  the  arrange- 
ments that  are  made  here  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  their 
children.  They  expect  them  to  be  under  the  care  of  some  one 
who  will  watch  over  them  tenderly  in  sickness,  and  be  mindful 
of  their  wants  in  health;  and  these  duties  are  faithfully  dis- 
charged by  ^Irs.  S.  M.  James,  the  newly  appointed  Matron. 

There  is,  however,  room  for  improvement  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  comfort  of  the  pupils.  The  accommodationis  in 
the  dormitories  are  far  from  satisfactory.  The  beds  are  all  nar- 
row; and  yet  with  our  present  number,  we  are  obliged  to  put 
two  pupils  in  each.  Apart  from  the  discomfort  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement, there  are  grave  objections  to  it,  and  these  are  of 
such  a  character  as  to  be  sufficiently  obvious  without  minute 
elucidation.  The  supply  of  bed  clothing  is  insufficient.  Much 
of  it  has  been  in  use  for  several  years,  and  it  is  not  possible  for 
it  to  be  of  any  service  much  longer.  Something  has  already 
been  done  recently  towards  supplying  the  deficiency,  but  we 
still  need  a  considerable  addition  to  the  wardrobe  of  the  doimi- 
tqiy,  in  order  to  make  our  pupils  comfortable  during  the 
winter. 

In  concluding  this  report,  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  thank 
you  for  your  kind  cooperation  in  whatever  I  have  endeavored 
to  do  for  these  pupils,  since  assuming  the  duties  of  the  position 
to  which  you  have  appointed  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EGBERT  1,.  BANGS,  Principal, 


* 
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Annual  Examination  of  the  Pupil.H  luho  are  deaf  mute>',  at-  the 
Asyhim,  in  Flint,  Michigan,  Jidy,  18G4. 

The  Committee,  invited  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Asylum,  were 
Rey.  John  W.  Birchmore,  the  Episcopal  Minister,  Rev.  T.  J. 
Joslyn,  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  Rev.  H.  H. 
Northrop,  the  Presbyterian  Minister. 

The  Committee  were  received  by  the  Principal,  and  in  ful- 
filling their  duties,  visited  with  him  each  class  in  turn,  begin- 
ning with  the  lowest  and  ending  with  the  most  advanced,  in 
which  last  were  persons  whose  course  of  instruction  having 
embraced  seven  years,  on  that  day  terminated. 

The  lowest  class  is  that  of  new  beginners,  who  are  so  emphat- 
ically for  the  infirmity  they  labor  under,  hinders  them  fi*om  re- 
ceiving ideas  or  communicating  them,  unless  taught  as  they 
are  taught  in  this  Institution.  Even  the  idea  of  God  is  absent 
from  their  minds  until  it  is  taught  them,  which  shows  that  this 
idea  is  not  "  innate,"  even  if  possibly  others  are.  On  entering 
the  Institution,  they  are  usually  marked,  (if  not  always,)  by  a 
stoHd  look,  betokening  the  mental  and  moral  darkness  within. 
This  look  disappears,  however,  imder  instruction,  and  in  after 
years  is  replaced  by  a  look  that  does  not  differ  fi'om  the  intel- 
Hgent  aspect  of  persons  who  both  hear  and  speak. 

In  the  class  of  beginners,  there  were  twenty-one  boys  and 
girls,  who  had  been  taught  nine  months;  they  wrote  on  large 
slates  and  wrote  short  sentences  well.  In  fact,  in  one  year's 
time  they  had  learned  enough  to  help  themselves. 

The  process  is  analogous  to  that  of  teaching  young  chil- 
dren to  speak,  except  that  alphabetical  letters  are  taught  in- 
stead of  sounds.    The  pupils  learn  first  the  names  of  tilings. 
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then  the  qualities,  and  what  they  do  or  what  is  done  with 
them: — thus,  "  a  round  table,"  "  a  man  walks."  This  instruc- 
tion may  appear  to  be  the  simplest  sort,  but  the  knowledge  is 
to  a  deaf  mute,  a  great  advance  over  his  previous  state  of  ab- 
solute ignorance, 

.  The  next  class  above  the  lowest  have  been  in  the  Institution 
two  years;  in  number  nmeteen.  These  wrote  sentences  on 
their  slates  at  the  direction  of  their  teacher,  who  used  the  sign 
language,  which  they  interpreted  and  expressed  in  ordinary 
writing.  This  fact  shows  that  the  persons  under  instruction 
could  understand  the  signs  when  they  themselves  were  ad- 
dressed, while  their  proficiency  in  the  Enghsli  language  was 
evident  by  their  writing.  One  year's  instruction  had  put  them 
far  in  advance  of  the  position  of  the  lowest  class  first  examined. 
Some  of  them  testified,  when  asked  by  the  Committee,  that 
they  previously  were  ignorant  of  God,  whom  they  now  know  of 
as  they  also  now  know  of  the  Saviour. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  how  thoroughly  moral  and*  religious 
instruction  has  been  mingled  with  intellectual  in  their  course. 
Thus  enlightening  the  mind  is  made  the  means  of  exciting  the 
affections  of  the  soul.  This  class  are  acquainted  with  the 
simplest  rules  of  arithmetic. 

The  third  class  examined  contained  21  pupils,  who  have  been 
under  instruction  three  years.  -They  were  examined  in  Geog- 
raphy and  Arithmetic;  also,  in  writing  sentences  by  dictation, 
and  in  answering  questions  by  the  committee.  Their  pro- 
ficiency was  very  pleasing  to  see,  and  evinced  that  the 
additional  twelve  months  of  study  had  produced  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  knowledge.  This  class  answered  questions 
respecting  the  historical  part  of  the  Old  Testament,  and 
showed  an  acquaintance  with  the  subject  more  extensive  than 
that  of  many  Sunday-school  scholars. 

The  fourth  class  examined  contained  21,  several  of  whom 
have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  this  noble  Institution  seven 
years,  and  have  thus  completed  their  course.  They  answered 
various  questions  with  readiness,  in  Geography,  History  and 
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Arithmetic,  and  cast  interest  upon  their  slates.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice  that  all  the  advanced  pupils  write  very  neatly. 
Among  the  questions  asked  were  some  respecting  the  minor 
truths  of  the  Christian  faith,  with  which  they  seemed  to  be 
satisfactorily  acquainted. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  were  deeply  impressed  with 
satisfaction  at  the  result  of  the  efforts  made  to  develop  the 
dormant  intellect  of  persons  so  painfully  deprived  of  the 
usual  means  to  obtain  ideas,  and  also  with  the  wisdom  and 
benevolence  of  the  State,  vvhich  has  provided  for  the  bhnd, 
and  the  deaf  mutes  of  the  population  such  ample  and  costly 
facihties  as  exist  in  this  Institution. 

The  Principal  and  teachers  seem  to  have  their  good  work  at 
heart,  and  to  labor  in  their  peculiar  vocatic^n  with  the  earnest- 
ness and  devotion  so  necessary  under  the  circumstances.  It 
is  perfectly  plain  that  the  proficiency  made  by  such  pupils 
depends  mainly  upon  the  personal  efforts  of  the  teachers  to  a 
degree  quite  beyond  that  necessary  for  teachers  of  ordinary 
pupils.  We  would,  therefore,  give  to  the  worthy  Principal, 
and  to  his  assistants,  all  praise  for  the  results  we  behold. 

The  committee  were  present  at  the  dinner-table  of  the  Prin- 
cipal, where  sat  the  teachers,  and  not  far  from  them,  at  other 
tables,  sat  the  scholars.  The  behavior  of  the  pupils  was 
proper  and  poHte.  Before  dinner,  grace  was  said  by  the  Prin- 
cipal, in  the  sign  language. 

The  committee  also  viewed  the  addition  now  making  to  the 
accommodations  for  the  pupils,  which  will  mucli  increase  the 
capacity  of  the  Institution,  and  which  seems  t[)  have  been 
done  in  a  manner  completely  suitable  and  substantial. 

JOHN  W.  BIRCHMOKE, 
THOMAS  J.  JOSLYN, 
H.  H.  NORTHROP. 


TEACHERS'  REPORTS. 


Reports  of  Teachers  for  the  School  Year  ending  July,  1864. 

CTLASS  I. — TAUGHT  BY  W.  W.  ANGUS. 

Robert  E.  Bingham,  7 

*WiUiam  A.  Doty,  6 

WiUiam  V.  EHison,  7 

John  Gunn,  4 

Ransom  A.  Goodell,  1 

George  W.  HoUand,  6 

J ohn  A.  Lowrey,    7 

Samuel  Hoxsie,  5 

Marcus  H.  Ken-,  6 

Henry  W.  Seitz,  5 

*  George  A.  Silver,  7 

Ameha  C.  Cobb,  5 

Amanda  M.  Clancy,  , .  5 

Laura  C.  Clough,  5 

Sarah  H.  Demott,  6 

Carrie  R  Grob,  7 

■f-Ada  E.  Gesley,  ,  5 

Mary  E.  KHdreth,  7 

Louisa  Harwood,  6 

Eliza  Morehouse,  1 

*AdeKa  R.  Thomas,  4 

Males  11;  females  10. 

The  members  of  this  class  have  been  under  instruction  from 
one  to  seven  years,  as  shown  by  the  figures  following^  their 
names. 


♦Absent       fDeceased  M^y  lOtb 

5 


% 
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STUDIES  DURING  THE  YEAH, 


1.  Wilson's  Primary  American  History  to  Section  16,  Part  2, 
embracing  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus;  others' 
voyages;  Discoveries  and  Conquests  in  America;  Commence- 
ment of  European  Settlements;  Settlement  of  Virginia. 

2.  Geography  (Cornell's),  including  defmitions;  the  World 
in  General;  North  America;  United  States;  South  America; 
some  general  glances  at  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa. 

3.  Arithmetic — the  Four  Rules;  Compounded  Numbers, 
with  application  of  the  Four  Rules;  Reduction,  Ascending 
and  Descending;  Vulgar  Fractions  in  some  of  the  simple 
forms  and  operations;  Simple  Interest  for  any  time. 

4.  Reading  Lessons,  (Sanders'  Second  Reader.) 

5.  Grammar— Formation  of  Sentences  according  to  Chaxt 
of  Symbols. 

6.  Bible — Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  first  eight  chapters, 

7.  Composition  in  the  form  of  Letters  and  Waiting  from 
Signs. 

8.  Exercising  with  the  pen  twice  a  week  in  copying  the 
Sabbath  Chapel  Lectures. 


CLASS  n.— -TAUGHT  BY  W.   L.   M.  BHEG. 


Samuel  Bigelow, . . 
William  Bigelow, . 

*  Joseph  Bair,  

William  Gardener, 


:7 
.7 

-4 

.a 

.7 

.4 

.3 
.3 
.6 

.3 


7 


7 


Daniel  Fiske,  . 
Edmund  Hare, 
George  Pooler, 
George  Ross, . . 
William  Miller, 
Eber  Thomas, . 
Huber  Miller, . 


Alfred  Morehouse, 
Charles  Rooks, . . . 


«Absent. 
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Alvin  Richardson,. . . 
Oelestia  Simmons, . . 

Sosan  Smith,  

Jane  Palmateer,  

Adaline  Richmond, . 

Mary  "Wesley,  

Electa  Miller,  : 

Thomas  E.  Thomas, 
Mehna  Herrick, . . . . 
Amelia  Clough, .... 


4 
3 
3 


3 


4 


1 

3 
3 
4 


Males  14;  females  9. 

The  class  is  composed  of  pupils  who  have  been  iinder 
instruction  for  periods  varying  from  three  to  seven  years,  as 
shown  by  the  figures  following  the  names — with  the  exception 
of  one — a  semi-mute — who  has  been  here  but  one  year. 


1.  Sander's  First  Reader.  The  class  has  gone  over  and 
reviewed  forty-eight  lessons  in  this  book. 

2.  Arithmetic — Exercises  in  Addition,  Subtraction,  MultipH- 
oation  and  Division. 

3.  Monteith's  First  Lessons  in  Geography,  finished  and 
reviewed. 

4  Composition — Descriptions  of  objects;  letter- writing;  ex- 
ercises daily  iu  forming  sentences  upon  given  words;  narra- 
tives. 

5.  Scripture  Lessons  Section  13,  Part  2 — Joshua  and 
roviewed- 


STUDIES. 


CLASS  III.  TAUGHT  BY  BELLA  H.  EANSOM. 


(Under  instruction  two  years. ) 
Fem/des — 15. 


Ann  E.  Steams, 
Sarah  C.  Burger, 
Ellen  Buchanan^ 
Isora  A.  Pixley, 


Mary  Phelps, 
Sarah  Chapman, 
Harriet  R.  Miller, 
OeHa  Harris, 
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Mary  E.  Lowrey, 
Libbie  Smith, 
Hannah  E.  Henderieson, 
Mary  Palmer, 

John  J.  Buchanan, 
Horace  Snook, 
WiUiam  Allman. 


Matilda  Dolson, 
Julia  Chase, 
Ella  Lane 

Males — 5. 

James  Crawford, 
Hiram  Cheesbro. 

STUDIES. 


1.  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  from 
Lesson  138  to  the  end,  and  reviewed;  the  whole  Scripture 
Lessons,  Part  1,  and  Sections  1,  2  and  3,  of  Part  2. 

2.  Arithmetic — Addition,  Subtraction  and  Multiphcation. 

3.  Compositions  and  letter-writing  once  a  week,  with  fre- 
quent practice  ia  writing  original  sentences,  and  also  narrative 
related  ia  the  sign  language.  ^ 

CLASS  IV.  TAUGHT  BY  WILLIS  HUBBARD. 


Henry  M.  George. 
Lewis  C.  Sickles, 
Lewis  Miller, 
Charles  Traver, 
Halsey  Wilbur, 
Gaylord  P.  Bonny, 
John  B.  Mead, 


Males— 13. 

Kush  Sherman, 
Clarence  F.  Sanford, 
Frank  Eggleston, 
William  E.  Northrup, 
Augustus  Kees, 
Josiah  Hamblin. 


Females- 


Pollie  Croy, 
Eva  Miller, 
Harriet  M.  Walton. 


Henrietta  Van  Buren. 
f*olly  Weinberg, 
Adaliae  A.  Spencer, 

This  class  is  composed  mostly  of  pupils  who  came  here  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  term.  Their  studies  dni-ing  the 
present  year  have  been — 

1.  The  alphabet,  both  manual  and  written. 

2.  Elementary  Lessons.     The  class  have  gone  over  and 
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reviewed  one  hundred  and  eighteen  lessons  of  this  book,  em- 
bracing a  vocabulary  of  the  different  parts  of  speech,  the  sin- 
gidar  and  plural  of  nouns,  adjectives  in  common  use,  the 
inflections  of  the  verb  in  ihe  present,  actual  and  habitual  tenses. 
The  use  of  the  prepositions,  the  indefinite  article,  the  conjunc- 
tion, and  the  pronouns  of  the  first  and  second  persons,  and 
miscellaneous  questions  and  answers. 

3.  Penmanship;  exercises  in  the  use  of  the  crayon. 

4.  Numbers.  Most  of  the  class  are  able  to  enumerate  in 
figures  and  words,  from  one  to  five  hundred,  with  very  little 
assistance,  and  two  can  go  as  far  as  one  thousand,  with  no 
assistance.  Several  are  also  quite  proficient  in  Simple 
Addition. 

List  of  FupUs  in  Attendance  since  the  Publication  of  the  last 

Report 

DKAP  AND  DUMB. 

 Genesee. 

 Van  Buren. 

 Van  Buren. 

. .  St.  Joseph. 

 Cass. 

 Monroe. 

   Newaygo. 

 Clinton. 

 Jackson. 

 St.  Joseph. 

 St.  Joseph. 

 Ottawa. 

 Ottawa. 

 Hillsdale. 

 Washtenaw. 

 Ottawa. 

 Shiawassee. 

  Shiawassee. 

1 


Mary  Alderman,. . 
J.  A.  Armstrong, . 
L.  M.  Armstrong, 
VW.  L.  Allman,. . 

V  Joseph  Bair, .... 

V  J.  J.  Berthelote, . . 

V  Samuel  Bigelow, . 
N/Wilham  Bigelow, . 

V  ik)bert  Bingham, , 

V  J.  J.  Buchanan, . . 
Hllen  Buchanan,. . 

>i  Sarah  Chubb, . . . . 

^  Henrietta  Chubb, 
Amanda  Clancy,. 

A.  C.  Cobb,  , 

Maria  Campbell, . 
Laura  Clough, . . , 
Amelia  Olough; . . 
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^'  J.  R.  Crawford,  St.  aair. 

Emma  Cranson,  Washtenaw. 

I  H.  Clieesebro,   Hillsdale. 

,  J.  A.  F.  Chase,  Hillsdale, 

>  PoUy  Croy,  Branch- 

.  S.  L.  Chapman,  Lapeer. 

y  S.  H.  De  Mott,  Lenawee. 

William  Doty,  Saginaw. 

P.  S.  Doty,  Lenawee. 

V  C.  J.  Drum,  Genesee. 

V  M.  N.  Dolson,  Saginaw. 

.  W.  Y.  Ellison,  Ionia. 

^  M.  E.  EUiott,.  Ingham. 

D.  C.  Fisk,  Monroe. 

,  James  Foran,   .Ottawa. 

W.  C.  Gardner,  Washtenaw. 

Ada  Gesley,  Wayne. 

John  Gunn,  Wayne. 

C.  F.  Grob,  Monroe. 

V  Lenawee  Harwood,  Lenawee. 

Louisa  Harwood,  Macomb. 

A.  W.  Hamilton,  Genesee. 

Edmund  Hare,  Montcalm. 

Edgar  Harris,  Clinton, 

Melina  Herrick,  Kalamazoo. 

.  M.  E.  Hildreth,  Eaton. 

V  G.  W.  HoUand,   .Hillsdale. 

S.  H.  Hoxie,  Oakland. 

V  TJ.  E.  Hendrixson,. .  .   Ahegan. 

v  C.  E.  Harris,  Van'^Buren. 

\  Harriett  Kellogg,  Genesee. 

Y   Marcus  Kerr,  Jackson. 

W.  H.  Krause,  Kalamazoo. 

J.  N.  Lowry,  Macomb. 

M.  E.  Lwory,  .Macomb. 

B.  L.  Lane,   Branch. 
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V  Samuel  McCartney,  Midland 

W.  J.  Mellan,  St  Clair. 

Alfred  Moorhouse,.  Macomb. 

Electa  Miller,  Allegan. 

Hubert  Miller,  Allegan. 

Eya  Miller,  Allegan. 

Harriet  Miller,  Monroe. 

J ane  Palmanteer,  Branch. 

O.  1.  Phillips,  Oakland. 

M.  J.  Palmer,  Lapeer. 

M.  E.  Plielps,  Macomb. 

J.  A.  Pixley,  Branch 

O.W.  Pooler,  Cass 

Adaline  Richmond,  St.  Clair. 

G.  L.  Rose,  Livingston. 

^  Alvin  Richards,  Kent. 

Charles  Rooks,  Branch. 

O.  L.  Shirkey,  St  Qair. 

G.  A.  Silver,  Shiawassee. 

Henry  Seitz,  "Wayne. 

H.  A.  Snook,  Barry. 

George  Storms,  Washtenaw. 

Celestia  Simmons,  St.  Clair. 

Susan  Smith,  Branch. 

Elizabeth  Smith,  Branch. 

Elnora  Sisson,  Kent 

A.  E.  Steams,   St  Clair. 

A.  R  Thomas,  Kent. 

J-  W.  Thorn,  Washtenaw. 

John  Tracy,  ]\f ackinac 

Eber  Thomas,  Livingston. 

Wilham  Urch,   Oakland. 

V  P.  A.,  Weinberg,  St.  Joseph- 
Anna  Maria  Furgeson,  Hillsdale, 

Marion  Frances  De  Foe,  Oakland. 

Edgar  Williams,  Genesee. 
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Chas.  W.  Huuter,  Genesee. 

O.  A.  Overshire,.  Heaton. 

Eliza  Ann  Green,   St.  Clair. 

Jolin  M.  Collard,  Niagara  Co.,  N. 

John  Pierson,  Jackson. 

Chas.  Myron  Mead,  Wayne. 

Josephine  Thomas,  Yan  Buren. 

Wm.  A.  Thayer,  St.  Joseph. 

Margaret  Beasley,  *  Wayne. 

David  S.  Rector,  Berrien. 

Giles  F.Ku'k,  

Edward  Van  Demme,  Wayne. 

Margaret  Connelly,   " 

Joseph  Hallifax,  Jackson. 

Olaxrisa  M.  Penn,  ,  Shiawassee. 

Velina  Buttolph,  Oakland. 

Comeha  DeValCj  Allegan. 

Eva  Eudora  Smith,  Oakland. 

Hannah  June,   " 

BLIND. 

Eli  Belhnore,  ,  Wayne. 

Hugh  Brown,  St.  Clau-. 

<xordon  Bates,  St.  Joseph. 

Ijaura  Berry,  Plillsdale. 

Benjamin  Cook,  Oakland. 

Eilen  Cutler,   Tuscola. 

H  J.  Fenn,  Washtenaw. 

Joseph  Godheart,   Wayne. 

C.  Gore,   " 

M.  A.  Griffin,  

"Wilham  Holfman,  Lapeer. 

M,  A.  Johnson,  '  Wa^ne. 

Frank  Kilboum  Calhoun. 

.   Herrick  Kamhout,  Ottawa. 

Ji^ieila  McCutchen,  Hillsdale. 
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^  Melinda  Murphy,  Kalamazoo. 

^  M.  J.  Pinney,  Monroe. 

•Julia  Putnam,  Kalamazoo. 

M.  A-  Reed,  Washtenaw. 

^  G.  W.  Stapleton,  Berrien. 

L.  J.  Wood,  Lenawee. 

Oscar  Rasiu,  Genesee. 

Seth  Roe  Knapp,  , . 

Betsy  E.  Sweetland,  Kalamazoo. 

Welcome  M.  Chapman,  Macomb. 

Jacob  Everhart,  Monroe. 

James  OHver  Holdstock,  Jackson. 

Eyan  J.  Poor,  Barry. 

Emma  J.  Lake,  Saginaw. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


1st.  The  Michigan  As;ylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the 
BKnd  is  free  to  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  in  the  State, 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-five  years,  who  possess  a 
good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  and  have  no 
contagious  disease.  All  such  are  entitled  to  an  education 
without  charge  for  board  or  tuition. 

2d.  Apphcations  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the 
Principal  of  the  Institution,  stating  the  name,  age  and  residence 
of  such  pupils. 

3d.  The  regular  time  of  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the 
vacation,  which  extends  from  the  last  Wednesday  in  June  to 
the  second  Wednesday  in  September.  No  pupils  wiU  be 
received  at  any  other  time,  except  in  extraordinary  cases. 

4th.  Parents  and  guardians  must  provide  suitable  elothing 
for  pupils,  and  pay  their  traveling  expenses. 

5th.  Pupils*  clothing  must  have  the  n^e  written  in  fuU, 
with  durable  ink. 

6th.  The  Institution  will  not  hold  itself  bound  to  receive  any 
not  embraced  in  the  above  rules,  but  may  do  so  at  discretion. 
Nor  will  any  person  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  con- 
firmed immoral  character,  be  knowingly  received  into  the  Insti- 
tution ;  and  in  case  any  pupil  shall,  after  a  fair  trial,  prove  in- 
competent for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to  J  the  whole- 
some regulations  of  the  Institution*  such  pupil  will  thereupon 
be  expelled. 

7th-  It  is  important  that  aU  of  the  pupils  of  each  year  should 
be  present  at  the  commencement  of  the  school  se'ssion,  and 
remain  until  its  close.  This  will  therefore  be  required  ^of  them, 
xmlesfi  prevented  by  sickneBS  or  other  emergency. 
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8tli.  Should  any  question  arise  as  to  the  admission  of  any 
individual,  the  Board  of  Trustees  reserve  to  themselves  a  dis- 
cretionary power  to  receive  or  reject  the  application. 

In  the  case  of  each  pupil  entering  the  Institution,  it  is  desira- 
ble to  obtain  written  answers  to  the  following  questions. 
Particular  attention  to  this  subject  is  requested: 

let.  What  is  the  name  of  the  individual?  If  he  has  a  middle 
name,  it  should  be  given  in  full. 

2d.  When  was  he  born?  Give  the  year,  month,  and  day  of 
the  month. 

3d.  Was  he  bom  deaf  or  blind?  and  if  so,  was  there  any 
cause  which  is  supposed  to  have  operated  before  his  birth?  If 
not,  at  what  age  did  he  lose  his  hearing  or  sight,  and  by  what 
disease  or  accident? 

4th.  Is  the  deafness  or  blindness  total  or  partial?  If  the 
latter,  what  is  the  degree  of  hearing  or  seeing?  Can  he  distin- 
guish? If  deaf,  can  he  distinguish  any  spoken  words?  or  hear 
the  human  voice  at  aU?  or  what  voices  can  he  hear? 

5th.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  remove  the  deafness 
or  blindness?  and  what  are  the  results  of  such  efforts? 

6th.  Is  there,  if  deaf,  any  abihty  to  articulate?  or  read  on 
the  Hps? 

7th.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  communicate  instruc- 
tion, and  is  he  acquainted  with  any  trade  or  art?  or  with  the 
mode  of  forming  letters  with  a  pen? 

8th.  Is  he  laboring  under  any  bodily  infirmity,  such  as  palsy, 
nervous  trembHng,  malformation  of  the  limbs,  defective  visioa 
(if  deaf  and  dumb,)  or  does  he  show  any  signs  of  mental  imbe- 
cility or  idiocy  ? 

9th.  Are  there  any  cases  of  deafness  or  bhndness  in  the  eeixa& 
family,  or  among  the  collateral  branches  of  kindred?  and  how 
and  when  produced? 

10th.  What  are  the  names,  occupation  and  residence  (near- 
est postoffice,)  of  the  parents?  Give  the  christian  name  of 
both  father  and  mother. 
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11th.  Is  either  of  the  parents  dead?  If  so,  has  a  second 
connexion  been  formed  by  marriage? 

12th.  Was  there  any  relationship  or  consanguinity  between 
the  parents  previous  to  marriage?    Were  they  cousins? 

13th.  What  are  the  number  and  names  of  their  children? 

By  order  of  the  Board  or  Trustees. 
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REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency  the  OoverTK/r,  and  the  Honorable  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Michigan : 
Tho  Board  of  Trnstees  of  the  Asylum  for  Educating  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  respectfully  submit  to  your 
Honorable  body,  their  Biennial  Report  for  the  years  1865  and 
1866. 

The  Board  have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you  that 
during  the  past  two  years  the  health  of  the  pupils  has  gener- 
ally been  good.  But  one  death  has  occurred  during  that  pe- 
riod, and  from  the  Report  of  the  Principal,  hereto  annexed,  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  but  very  few  cases  of  sickness 
among  the  pupils.  The  general  neatness  and  cleanliness  ob- 
servabje  through  all  departments  of  the  Institution,  the  good 
care  and  management  of  the  Matron,  and  the  prompt  and 
ready  attention  of  the  Physician,  together  with  the  healthy  lo- 
cation of  the  Asylum,  have  much  to  do  with  the  general  good 
aealth  of  all  its  inmates. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  state  that  the  number  of  pupils  is 
constantly  increasing,  and  that  the  whole  number  now  receiv- 
ing tho  benefits  of  this  Institution  is  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six.  And  the  Board  take  pride  in  saying,  that  so  far  as  the 
means  famished  will  permit,  tho  pupils  are  making  as  good 
progress  in  mental,  moral  and  religious  improvement  as  at  any 
flimilar  institution  in  the  United  States. 

The  Principal  is  doing  all  that  he  can  to  systematize,  econo- 
mize and  regulate  all  things  appertaining  to  his  department; 
and  the  teachers,  without  exception,  are  zealously  seconding 
him  in  promoting  the  best  educational  interests  of  the  pupils 
committed  severally  to  their  care. 
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Since  our  last  Report,  VV.  W.  Angus  and  Willis  Hubbard, 
teachers  in  the  Department  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  have  re- 
signed; also,  Marcus  Kerr,  one  of  our  graduates,  who,  after 
teaching  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Board  for  one  year, 
left,  to  enter  the  High  School,  or  College,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
We  have  now  only  two  teachers  in  this  department  who  were 
here  at  the  time  of  our  last  Report.  The  teachers  who  were 
then  in  the  Department  for  the  Blind  have  both  resigned. 
Notwithstanding  this  genera]  resignation  of  well  qualified 
teachers,  still  the  Board  believe  that  the  progress  of  the  pupils 
has  not  been  hindered  nor  delayed  in  consequence  of  the 
changes  made.  The  Matron  of  the  Institution,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
James,  also  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  next  school  year  after 
our  last  Report,  and  Mrs.  Z.  K.  DeMott  was  appointed  in  her 
place. 

Some  of  our  present  teachers  have  had  no  great  experience 
in  teaching  these  unfortunate  classes,  but  they  are  doing  all 
that  can  reasonably  be  expected  of  them  with  their  several 
classes,  and  the  Board  feel  it  not  only  a  pleasure,  but  a  duty, 
here  publicly  to  express  their  great  satisfaction  with  thetmani- 
fest  zeal  and  energy  of  the  Principal  and  teachers,  and  also 
mth  the  good  management  of  the  Matron,  and  her  kind  care 
and  attention  to  all  the  pupils. 

The  Board  are  confident  that  all  who  have  the  supervision 
and  care  of  the  physical,  moral  and  mental  culture  of  the  pu- 
pils, are,  in  accordance  with  the  means  and  facilities  furnished 
them,  doing  all  in  their  power  for  the  best  interests  of  those 
under  their  charge. 

But  to  give  to  the  pupils  all  the  advantages  and  benefits  that 
might  and  should  be  derived  from  an  institution  of  this  char- 
acter, something  more  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done. 

In  every  other  institution  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  and  for  the  Blind,  as  far  as  the  Board  have  any 
knowledge,  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  teaching  the 
pupils  some  trade  or  handicraft.  Time  and  again  has  the 
Board  urged  the  Legislature  to  make  appropriations  for  this 
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purpose;  and  it  eeems  almost  saperfluous  for  the  Board  to  say 
anything  more  than  to  refer  to  former  communications  upoa 
this  subject.  And  yet  the  great  necessity  there  seems  to  the 
Board  exist,  that  at  least  every  male  pupil  should  be  taught 
some  trade,  impels  them  to  again  urge  this  subject  before  the 
Legislature.  It  seems  to  the  Board  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
State,  after  doing  so  much  to  educate  those  who  are  so  depend- 
ent upon,  and  are  so  worthy  of  the  fostering  care  of  the  State, 
that  when  they  leave  this  Institution  they  should  all  be  pre- 
pared in  some  way  to  earn  their  own  living;  and  that,  after  being 
maintained  for  seven  years  by  the  bounty  of  the  State,  they 
should,  by  the  trades  and  habits  of  industry  taught  them  here, 
be  capable  of  forever  after  taking  care  of  themselves.  If  the 
blind  are  not  thus  taught,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  many 
of  them  will  again  have  to  be  supported  at  the  charge  of  the 
public — for  if  the  privilege  of  learniog  some  handicraft  is  not 
famished  to  the  blind,  while  in  the  Institution,  there  is  not  the 
least  probability  that  they  will  ever  receive  any  instruction  in 
mechanism  of  any  kind.  The  deaf  and  dumb  can  easily  learn 
trades,  and  immediate  arrangements  should  be  made  in  this 
department,  for  cabinet  shops,  shoe  shops  and  tailor  shops,  with 
material  to  manufacture,  and  foremen  to  conduct  the  business. 
The  blind  can  learn  to  make  brooms,  mats  and  mattresses. 

A  cabinet  shop  for  a  portion  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  a 
shop  for  the  blind  should  be  erected  away  from  the  main  buQd- 
ings.  As  soon  as  the  west  wing  and  the  main  edifice  are 
completed,  there  will  be  rooms  sufficient  for  shoe  shops  and 
tailor  shops  in  the  basement  of  the  school  wing.  The  Board 
would  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  the  pupils  trades, 
earnestly  recommend  a  sufficient  appropriation. 

We  would  also  again  urge  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation, 
sufficient  to  complete  within  the  next  two  years,  the  unfinished 
portions  of  the  buildings.  Besides  the  great  inconvenience  suf- 
fered, it  is  well  known  that  large  buildings  deteriorate  in  value 
much  faster  in  an  unfinished  state  than  when  completed.  It  is 
certainly  true  economy  for  the  State  to  make,  at  this  session  of 
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the  Legislature,  an  appropriation  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
and  not  to  suffer  a  portion  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  public 
buildings  to  become  less  and  less  valuable  for  the  want  of 
means  for  their  completion  and  usefulness. 

The  Board  would  ask  the  Legislature  carefally  to  examine 
the  very  able  and  full  report  of  the  Principal,  in  which  is  more 
fully  shown  the  great  necessity  for  the  speedy  completion  of 
these  buildings — also  the  reports  of  the  two  examining  com- 
mittees, all  of  which  reports  are  hereto  annexed.  It  is  also 
necessary  that  there  should  be  an  appropriation  sufficient  to 
build  a  large  and  convenient  bam.  The  Institution  is  every 
year  sustaining  losses  for  the  want  of  this  much  needed  build- 
ing. Besides,  to  the  Board  it  looks  too  much  like  a  poverty- 
stricken  State  to  see  its  public  buildings  remainieg,  from  year 
to  year,  in  an  unfinished  condition,  and  its  store-houses  and 
barns  made  up  of  little  board  shanties.  It  does  seem  to  the 
Board,  for  the  credit  of  the  State,  if  her  finances  are  not  in 
such  a  low  condition  as  absolutely  to  forbid  it,  that  an- 
other two  years  should  not  elapse  without  furnishing  the  means 
to  erect  such  out-buildings  as  are  necessary,  and  to  complete 
the  west  wing  and  main  edifice  of  the  Asylum. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  the  appropriations  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  purchase  one  span  of  horses,  double  harness,  lumber 
wagon,  plows  and  drags,  and  other  farming  utensils — to  clear 
off  twe;ity  acres  of  land,  and  prepare  the  same  for  cultivation, 

'  and  to  build  about  one  mile  of  fence.  All  of  these  are  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  for  the  purposes  of  economy.    A  good  team 

'  could  be  employed  profitably  the  year  round.  It  now  costs, 
for  the  use  of  men  and  teams,  whenever  found  necessary  to 
hire  them,  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  dollars  per  day. 

It'W^  be  found  from  the  report  of  the  Acting  Commissioner, 

'  who  also  acts  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  that  the  expenses  of 
the  InP.tit^^tion  for  the  past  two  years,  had  exceeded  by  quite  a 
large  amount,  the  &pproj)riations.  How  much,  the  Board  can- 
not now  determine;  but  by  the  Isfc  day  of  January  next,  the 
deficiency-will  probably  be  from  sixteen  to  twenty  thousand 
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dollars.  The  Treasurer  will  inform  the  Legislature  of  the  exact 
amount  necessary  to  make  up  all  deficiences,  up  to  January  1st, 
1861.  His  report,  hereto  annexed,  shows  ail  expenditures,  up 
to,  and  including  the  last  day  of  November,  1866.  These  re- 
ports will  show  how  every  dollar  has  been  expended,  which  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Board,  has  been  properly  and  prudently 
done. 

It  was  supposed  w^hen  the  appropriations  were  made,  in 
1865,  that  the  prices  of  articles  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  Institution,  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  much  less.  The  fact 
has  been  far  different,  and  we  are  now  paying  a  much  higher 
price  for  some  articles  than  ever  before.  The  teachers*  sala- 
ries have  been  increased  some,  and  if  the  Board  had  bad  the 
means  to  deal  liberally,  a  further  increase  would  have  been 
aaade;  for  at  the  present  high  prices  of  all  articles,  the  Princi- 
pal and  teachers  should  have  something  more  added  to  their 
salaries;  but  from  the  means  at  our  disposal,  we  have  been 
compelled  to  keep  down  the  wages  of  Principal  and  teachers, 
as  low  as  possible. 

To  have  kept  the  expenses  of  the  Institution,  the  past  two 
years,  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation,  the  Board  would 
have  been  compelled  to  send  home  a  part  of  the  pupils,  or  for 
i?.  part  of  each  school  year,  to  dismiss  the  whole  of  them. 

The  Board  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  adopt  either  of  these 
courses,  and  therefore  ask,  in  addition  to  other  appropriations, 
sxifScient  to  cover  all  arrearages. 

So  far  as  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  every 
similar  institution  in  the  United  States  has  had  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years,  large  arrearages  to  be  provided  for.  The 
State  of  New  York,  in  its  Institution  for  the  Blind,  had  of  her 
own  pupils  the  same  number  for  the  year  1865  that  we  have  in 
our  Institution  for  the  past  school  year,  at  an  expense  to  that 
State  for  said  year,  of  $45,153  31.  Deduct  from  this  amount 
the  sum  of  $10,341  31,  for  expenses  in  that  institution  not  oc- 
curring in  ours,  and  we  have  a  balance  of  expenses  for  that 

year,  of  $31,812 — their  expenses  exceeding  for  one  year,  by  the 
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sum  of  $812,  our  whole  appropriations  for  two  years  for  similar- 
purposes.  But  we  trust  that  the  Legislature,  upon  an  exam- 
ination of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  without  any  compar- 
ison with  the  expenses  of  other  similar  institutions,  and  from 
their  knowledge  of  the  high  prices  of  everything  necessary  to 
successfully  carry  on  this  Institution,  will  be  satisfied  that  there 
has  been  no  wasteful  expenditures  of  the  public  funds 
committed  to  our  trust. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  will  be  necessary,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  within  the  next  two  years,  what  is  so  essential 
to  be  done,  that  the  Legislature  should  appropriate  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  And  may  the  Board 
not  hope,  that  after  a  careful  and  full  investigation  by  the 
Legislature,  into  the  wants  and  necessities  of  this  Institution, 
that  your  honorable  body  will  feel  it  a  pleasure  to  make  an 
appropriation  that  will  relieve  it  from  all  embarrassment,  and 
thus  enable  those  who  have,  by  the  provision  of  the  State, 
under  their  immediate  charge,  these  unfortunate  classes,  to 
furnish  every  facility  and  means  for  their  mental  and  physical 
improvement  ? 

Should  not  the  State  do  all  in  her  power  to  cultivate  and 
improve  every  faculty  Providence  has  left  to  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind?  Do  thsy  not  demand  the  sympathy 
and  fostering  care  and  general  support  of  our  State  Legisla- 
ture? And  should  not  your  appropriations,  in  their  munifi- 
cence, be  large  enough  so  that  by  economy  and  good  manage- 
ment,  every  graduate  from  this  Institution  should  feel  confi- 
dent that  in  himself  he  has,  by  his  mental  culture  and  by  his 
knowledge  and  skill  in  some  trade  or  handiwork,  the  means, 
through  the  humanity  and  generosity  of  the  State,  of  sup- 
porting and  taking  care  of  himself  ? 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  PIERSON, 
J.  B.  WALKER, 
JOHN  P.  LeROY, 
December  1st,  1866.  Truitees. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ACTING  COMMISSIONER. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  cf  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen — After  receiving  the  elaborate  and  extremely 
sensible  reports  of  our  excellent  Principal,  Mr.  Bangs,  and  of 
the  Committees  who  have  kindly  consented  to  examine  the 
different  classes  and  departments  of  the  Institution  at  the  close 
of  each  of  the  two  last  terms,  it  seems  almost  superfluous  for 
me  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  a  report,  except  to  report  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Institution,  which  shows  at  the  present 
time  a  deficiency  of  over  eight  thousand  dollars,  which  deficiency 
will  probably  be  more  than  doubled  at  the  close  of  the  current 
Quarter,  on  the  I  st  of  January  next.  This  fact  brings  us  to 
the  irresistible  conclusion  that  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  1865,  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  Institution  for  the  two  years.  In  justice  to  that 
Legislature,  I  will  say  that  the  fault  of  this  insufficiency  of 
appropriation,  is  largely  attributable  to  myself. 

In  making  the  estimates  upon  which  those  appropriations 
were  based,  to  a  great  extent,  I  made  two  mistakes.  The  first 
was  in  my  estimate  of  the  cost  of  finishing  the  work  of  con- 
struction, then  in  progress,  and  which,  I  had  been  assured  by 
the  foreman  of  the  work,  would  be  completed  in  four  weeks, 
when  the  result  showed  that  it  took  four  months,  with  a  nearly 
proportionate  additional  amount  of  material.  The  other  mis- 
take was  in  supposing  that  the  price  of  all  articles  of  consump- 
tion would  be  materially  reduced,  instead  of  being  materially 
advanced^  as  has  been  the  case  with  a  veiy  large  proportion  of 
them,  at  least  that  portion  of  them  that  makes  up  a  large  pro- 
portion of  our  expenses.    So  it  will  be  seen  that  the  appropria^ 
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tion  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  which  was  expected  to  finish 
the  work  then  in  progress,  and  pay  all  arrears  up  to  Jan.  let, 
1865,  proved  entirely  inadequate.  So  also  the  sum  of  thirty- 
four  thousand  dollars,  which  was  expected  would  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  the  Institution  for  two  years,  fell  far  short  of  its 
accompHshment,  and  also  the  throe  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  expected  to  furnish  a  piano,  and  all  necessary  furniture, 
beds  and  bedding.  Instead  of  doing  so,  a  much  larger  sum  has 
been  used  in  getting  the  piano  and  furnishing  the  most  indis- 
pensable articles  of  furniture,  beds  and  bedding,  and  still  comes 
far  short  of  supplying  the  actual  necessities  of  the  Institution, 
in  that  line.  These  facts,  and  the  fact  of  the  increased  and 
constantly  increasing  number  of  pupils,  show  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  largely  increased  appropriations,  not  only  for  the 
imrposes  above  named,  but  also  for  various  other  purposes, 
suoh  as  finishing  the  building,  increasing  the  heating  and 
ventilating  capacity,  clearing  land,  making  fences,  building 
a  barn,  procuring  a  team,  wagon,  carriage,  harness,  cows,  fur- 
nishing workshops,  foremen,  and  materials  for  teaching  trades 
to  the  pupils,  &:c.,  as  well  as  to  procure  additional  teachers, 
and  to  pay  the  salaries  of  those  now  employed,  whish  salaries 
the  Board  of  Trustees  have  been  obliged  to  increase,  or  close 
the  Institution. 

It  ought  not  to  be  necessary  to  explain  or  urge  the  necessity 
of  any  of  these  appropriations,  and  I  am  sure  it  would  not  be, 
if  every  member  of  the  Legislature  would  spend  a  day  at.  the 
Asylum.  The  anti-appropriation  fever,  so  far  as  this  Institu- 
tion is  concerned,  has  always  been  effectually  cured  by  even  a 
short  visit  to  it,  and  an  examination  of  its  condition  and 
necessities. 

If  an  appropriation  should  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  soon  ' 
to  meet,  sufficiently  large  to  finish  and  furnish  the  building 
properly,  fence  and  ornament  the  grounds,  and  grade  and  finish 
up  in  good  order  the  road  across  the  same,  clear  and  fence  and 
put  in  good  farming  condition  such  part  of  the  ninety-four 
acres  of  land,  belonging  to  the  Institution,  as  should  bo  deemed 
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advisable,  and  bnUd  the  ucceKKary  barnH,  Bbedfi,  ont-hou8€B 
and  work-ehopB,  and  furniBh  them  all  in  an  ax)propriate  manner. 
Bay,  with  a  Bpan  of  horseB,  a  lurnber  wagon  and  haraesB,  a 
covered  carriage,  (as  the  Asylum  is  a  mile  from  the  churche«,) 
half  a  dozen  cows,  two  or  three  foremen,  with  suitable  toolft 
and  material  for  teaching  cabinet-making,  shoe-making,  tailor- 
ing, broom  and  brush-making,  ^c,  I  do  not  think  a  single  tax- 
payer in  the  State,  after  visiting  aad  becoming  conversant 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  would  find  one  word  of  fault 
on  account  of  such  appropriationB.  1  think  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  find  a  person  in  the  Hlate  that,  if  he  owned  the 
property  that  belongs  to  this  Institution,  as  the  State  does,  and 
had  the  means  at  his  disposal  that  the  State  has,  would  hesi- 
tate one  moment  about  making  the  improvements  here  pro- 
posed. Economy,  our  duty  to  the  unfortunate  clasHes  here 
provided  for,  and  the  obligations  which  our  C'onstitution  lays 
upon  us,  require  all  that  is  here  proposed.  And  I  hope  and 
trust  that  the' Board  of  Trustees,  in  their  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, will  urge  upon  its  consideration  the  necesBity  of  an  ap- 
propriation to  provide  for  all  these  objects,  in  such  language 
and  manner  that  it  cannot  fail  to  make  the  necessary  provision. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  ii.  WAi.KEK, 
Building  Oomrnvtaioner. 
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STATEMENT  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  Michigan 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind,  during  the 
two  fiscal  years,  commencing  December  \st,  1864,  and  ending 


November  mh,  1866: 

BECEIPTS. 

Prom  Asylum  Fund,  ,  $53,000  00 

General  Fund, ...    2,212  42 

For  one  Hog  sold  ,    15  00 

Bead  Work  by  Blind  Pupils,   9  50 

breakage  of  Glass  by  Pupils, ......   575 

"    repairs  and  Pupils'  Clothing,   21  25 

old  Flour  Barrels  sold,   25  50 

Forfeiture  of  Wood  Contract,   100  00 

"    Potatoes  sold,....   34  50 

"    Board  and  Tuition  of  I.  CoUard,   250  00 

Wheat  sold,   292  50 

Difference  in  exchange  of  Horses,   19  00 

"    Cows  sold,  ,    100  00 


$56,145  42 


PAYMENTS. 

Paid  indebtedness,  as  jjer  last  report,  % . , .   $2,499  28 


CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  Lumber,  Joiner  Work  and  Mason  Work, 

iacluding  Lime  and  Sand,  ^  „   $6,710  21 

Paid  for  Team  Work,   524  50 

'<     Labor,   987  50 
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Paid  for  Hardware,   $331  20 

"     Brick,   455  68 

'*     Oil  and  Paints,  Painting  and  Glazing, ...  683  00 
Paid  balance  for  Warming  and  Ventilating  -Ap- 
paratus,,   4,1  ((6  "IG 


$13,928  18 


GENERAL  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT, 

Paid  for  Provisions,    Groceries,   Fuel,  Lights, 

Lamps,  &C.,  $21,985  82 

Paid  for  Boiler  and  Engine  Rooms,  _  .    1,990  00 

Insurance,.     1,022  45 

Hardware,.  .   164  21 

"     Castings  and  Blacksmithing,   6913 

"     Stationery,  School  Books  and  Printing, . .  291  44 

"     Postage  and  Revenue  Stamps,   106  05 

"     Furintnre  and  repairing,  Beds  and  Bed- 
ding,    3,968  86 

Paid  for  Hay  and  Feed,   1,014  49 

"     Seed,  labor  and  team  work  in  garden  and 

field,    1,496  4C 

Paid  for  salaries  of  Officers  and  attendants,  other 

than  Trustees,      9,025  56 

Paid  for  salaries  and  expenses  of  IVustees,   2,192  42 

"     Physician  and  Medicine,   486  35 

"     Washing  and  Laundry  rooms,   426  60 

"     Transportation,   288  05 

"     Cooper .  work,   11  10 

"     Tuning  Pianos,..   11  84 

"     Team  work,  hauling  wood,   268  90 

"     Labor,  chopping  wood,.   51660 


$45,392  61 
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UNCLAflSIIIED  EXPENDITUBES. 

Paid  fo»  repairs  on  Building,  &c.,   $1,040  15 

"     Piano,   425  00 

"     Cows,   192  00 

"     Baggy,   100  00 

"     Harness  and  repairs,   41  93 

"     expenses  of  Committee  to  examine  Gasses,  29  55 

"     interest  and  exchange,   432  98 

"     naificellaneous  expenses,   23t  16 


$2,498  r( 


EECAPirULATION  OP  BXPENDITUKES, 

Indebtedness,  as  per  last  report,.   $2,499  28 

Construction  account,   13,928  78 

General  expense  account,   45,392  67 

tTnclassified  expenditures,   2,498  17 


Total  expenditures,  $64,319  50 

Total  receipts,   56,145  42 


Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts,   $8,114  08 


J.  B.  WALKER, 
Treasurer, 


3 


KEPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind : 
Gentlemen — I  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion, the  following  Report  of  this  Institution  of  learning  and 
benevolence,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  connected. 
During  the  two  years  just  completed,  our  numbers  have  ranged  ' 
as  follows:  There  were  in  actual  attendance,  as  shown  by  the 
Quarterly  Reports  transmitted  to  you — 


December  31,  1864,  103  pupils. 

March  31,  1865,   98  " 

June  28,  1865,   94  " 

September  30,  1865,   88 

December  31,  1865,  110 

March  31,  1866,  109  " 

June  30,  1866,  ,  109  *' 

September  30,  1866,  114 


In  preparing  the  usual  Biennial  Report,  I  am  called  to  a 
pleasant  duty,  for  I  know  that  I  am  addressing  those  who  can 
fully  appreciate  the  dijfficulties  to  be  encountered  in  the  man- 
agement of  an  institution  like  this.  You  have  long  been  iden- 
tified with  it — you  have  stood  nobly  by  it  from  the  laying  of  its 
corner  stone  to  the  present  time,  and  I  trust  you  will  stand  by 
it  until  it  is  a  completed  work,  an  honor  to  the  State  that  has 
erected  it,  and  a  perpetual  blessing  to  those  who  need  its  priv- 
ileges. The  success  that  has  thus  far  attended  it  in  imparting 
light  and  knowledge  to  those  who  literally  sit  in  darkness," 
as  well  as  to  those  who  morally  and  intellectually  are  in  the 
region  and  shadow  of  death,*'  cannot  fail  to  give  you  that 
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pleasure  which  those  who  labor  disinterestedly  for  the  unfor- 
tunate, so  well  deserve.  Of  the  progress  of  the  Institution  for 
the  past  two'years,  I  hardly  need  to  speak  to  you;  your  fre- 
quent, and  f o  us,  always  welcome  vifeits  here,  have  given  you 
sufficient  opportunity  to  judge  whether  progress  was  being 
made  or  not. 

I    surely    need    not    speak   to   you  of  our  manifold 
wants.    Your  continued  labors  to  pro^dde  for  them,  together 
with  the  pecuniary  obligations  that  you  have  from  time  to  time 
assumed,  to  meet  deficiencies,  will  effectually  prevent  you 
trom  forgetting  that  they  are  both  numerous  and  pressing. 
Through  you,  however,  I  hope  to  obtain  a  hearing  with  those 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  extend  to  this  young  Institution 
that  fostering  care  which  all  such  institutions  need,  and  which 
it  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  enlightened  legislators  to  grant 
Through  you,  I  would  also  communicate  to  the  parents  and 
friends  of  our  pupils,  and  to  the  public,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
results  of  the  past  two  years  of  labor.    There  are  some  kinds 
of  labor,  the  results  of  which  can  be  very  easily  summed  up, 
and  their  value  very  easily  determined.    The  man  who  follows 
the  plow  "  from  early  mom  till  dewy  eve,"  leaves  the  record  of 
his  day's  work,  where  he  who  runs  may  read.    The  mechanic 
whose  nice  manipulations  have  wrought  out  a  cunning  piece 
of  workmanship,  can  submit  it  to  discriminating  judges,  and 
let  them  estimate  its  worth.    Not  so  easy  is  it  to  set  before 
those  who  know  very  little  about  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come, the  results  of  time  spent  in  the  training  of  immortal 
minds,  especially  when  the  main  avenues  to  such  minds  have 
been  so  closed  as  to  almost  bid  defiance  to  the  entrance  of 
knowledge. 

For  two  years  longer,  those  connected  with  this  Institution 
have  labored  faithfully  for  the  elevation  of  two  classes  of  un- 
fortunates— the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind.  Peculiar 
difficulties  attend  the  instruction  of  each  class.  The  deaf  mute 
stands  before  uf,  very  often  bright-eyed,  active  and  sprightly, 
observing  all  that  passes  before  him,  with  looks  of  the  deepest 
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interest.  But  in  not  a  few  cases,  the  disease  that  robbed  him 
of  his  hearing,  has  impaired  his  mental  faculties,  and  he  is  not 
only  debarred  from  social  intercourse  with  his  friends,  but  the 
powers  that  nature  gave  him,  are  enfeebled. 

We  are  accustomed  to  speak  of  learning,  from]  observation. 
Deaf  mutes,  as  a  class,  are  keen  observers  of  what  is  addressed 
to  the  eye.   They  appreciate,  perhaps,  as  fully  as  those  who 
can  hear  and  speak,  whatever  is  beautiful  in  form  and  color. 
To  many  of  them  a  "  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever."  The 
habit  of  observation,  therefore,  becomes  highly  cultivated,  but 
comparatively  little  valuable  knowledge  can  bo  acquired  by  a 
deaf  mute,  merely  by  observing  what  takes  place  around  him. 
The  ear  is  the  great  inlet  of  knowled^.^    When  that  refuses 
to  perform  its  offica,  before  the  great  mystery  of  articulate  lan- 
guage has  been  fathomed,  the  deaf  mute  is  out  off  from  all  in- 
tercourse with  his  asaooiates,  except  such  as  can  be  enjoyed 
through  the  medium  of  signs,  and  in  the  use  of  these  it  is 
seldom  that  his  associates  are  at  all  expert.    As  ^he,  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  at  home,  gather  round  the  JQjeside,  for 
the  winter  evening's  amusement,  he  sees,  indeed,  all  that  is 
done;  he  joins  eagerly  in  games  that  require  action,  but  the 
good  things  that  are  said,  are  all  lost  to  him.  Visitors  come  to 
Ma  home,  they  greet  him  kindly,  but^they  can  do  little  more 
for  him.   He  stands  in  the  presanca  of  [those  who  love  him, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  intelligent  conversation,  he  might  as 
well  be  a  thousand  mUes  away.    He  goes!  to  church  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  the  pealing  organ  discourses  no  music  to  his  im- 
prisoned soul.   If  conscious  that  any  sound  is  evoked  from  it, 
he  perceives  it  only  as  a  rumbling  jar;  ^pleasurable,  perhaps, 
but  how  different  from  those  grand  roUing  thunders  that  find 
their  way  to  the  soul,  through  the  ear,  andjmake  melody  in 
the  heart  of  the  hearer.   The  sermon  that  instructs  and  inter- 
ests others,  does  not  reach  him.   He  is  glad  to  get  out  of  the 
house  of  God,  and  be  free  from  the  restraint  of  Ja  service  whose 
very  object  is  to  him  a  mystery.   During  the  time  of  his  stay 
ail  home,  his  mind  is  brought  in  contact]  with  other  minds 
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hardly  at  all,  unless  it  be  to  assert  bis  claim  to  whatever  indul- 
gences a  spoiled  child  desires.  Brought  to  the  Institution,  he 
hardly  knows  for  what,  to  his  surprise  and  delight  he  finds 
within  its  walls  others  like  himself.  He  is  no  longer  alone  in 
the  world ;  he  has  found  companions  who  can  make  him  un- 
derstand their  thoughts  and  emotions,  and  who  can  compre- 
hend his.  It  is  not  until  brought  under  the  influence  of  such 
an  Institution  as  this,  that  any  real  intellectual  advancement  is 
made  by  deaf  mutes. 

During  the  past  two  years  we  have  sent  out  eight  deaf  mute 
graduates.  They  came  to  us  in  utter  hopeless  ignorance — 
they  left  us  with  the  ability  to  read  under  standingly,  and  to 
communicate  their  ideas  to  others  by  writing.  They  had  ac- 
quired a  fair  knowledge  of  Geography,  History  and  Grammar, 
and  had  acquired  considerable  attainments  in  Aiithmetic. 
They  were  well  acquainted  with  the  great  fundamental  truths 
of  the  Bible,  and  we  trust  that  the  religious  instruction  im- 
parted to  them  here,  will  exert  an  influence  for  good  upon  them 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

"We  have  spoken  thus  far  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  It  is,  per- 
haps, needless  to  say  that  the  intellectual  development  of  the 
Blind,  when  brought  here,  is  far  in  advance  of  that  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  The  blind  are  in 
easy  and  constant  communication  with  their  friends  at  home, 
and  by  reason  of  their  infirmity,  they  are  the  recipients  of 
much  kind  attention  from  those  around  them.  Their  blind- 
ness is  of  course  no  hindrance  to  the  communication  of  their 
own  thoughts,  or  to  the  reception  of  ideas  from  others.  They 
can  be  taken  to  church,  to  the  lecture  hall,  to  the  concert — in 
short,  to  all  places  where  the  human  voice  is  to  be  heard,  and 
drink  in  its  utterances  with  pleasure  and  with  profit.  It  may 
be  proper  in  this  connection,  when  speaking  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  the  blind,  as  associated  together  in  the  same  institu- 
tion, to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  wisdom  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement, if  it  is  to  be  considered  a  permanent  one.  We  ask 
first,  why  there  is  any  need  of  an  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
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Dumb  at  all  ?  Why  not  have  them  educated  at  our  common 
schools  and  academies  ?  And  we  answer,  because  they  are  so 
unlike  children  who  can  hear  and  speak,  the  processes  of  in- 
struction are  so  different,  that  the  thing  is  impossible.  Deaf 
mutes  differ  so  much  from  children  who  can  hear  and  speak, 
that  a  more  absurd  thing  could  not  be  done  than  to  attempt 
to  educate  them  together.  But  the  blind !  Do  they  differ 
as  much  from  the  children  in  our  common  schools  as 
the  dumb  do?  They  do  not.  They  can  be  instructed 
orally  just  as  the  children  in  our  common  schools  are,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  instruction  that  they  receive  in  institu- 
tions for  their  education  is  of  that  character.  Would  we  then 
have  the  blind  made  dependent  upon  our  public  schools  for 
their  education  ?  By  no  means.  The  blind  differ  from  child- 
ren who  can  see,  hear  and  speak,  so  much  that  they  should 
by  no  means  be  brought  together  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. Could  they  see,  they  would  be  precisely  like  other  child- 
ren, but  they  would  still  differ  widely  from  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  As  ttie  case  now  stands,  they  differ  from  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  almost  infinitely  more  than  they  do  from  those  who  can 
see,  hear  and  speak.  Deafness  gives  the  mind  peculiarities  in 
one  direction — blindness  gives  it  peculiarities  in  the  opposite 
direction.  Hence,  deaf  mutes  and  blind  persons  are  as  dissimi- 
lar as  they  can  well  be.  If,  then,  the  fact  that  the  blind  differ 
materially  from  those  who  can  see,  hear  and  speak,  is  a  valid 
reason  for  not  educating  them  together,  then  surely  the  fact 
that  they  differ  vastly  more  from  the  deaf  and  dumb,  is  the 
strongest  possible  reason  for  not  associating  them  with  the 
deaf  and  dumb.  If  there  is  any  weight  whatever  in  the  rea- 
sons just  assigned  for  not  educating  the  blind  with  children 
who  can  see,  hear  and  speak,  every  one  of  those  reasons  has 
tenfold  weight  against  educating  the  blind  with  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  The  greater  the  difference  between  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  the  blind,  the  less  reason  is  there  for  educating  them 
together. 

There  may  be  economy,  but  there  is  jM  wisdom,  in  bringing 


BDSlTNlAIi  BEPOBT  01?  THE  ASYLUM 


into  the  same  institution  two  classes  of  unfortunates  who  hare 
absolutely  no  points  in  common.   The  experience  of  numerona 
institutions,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  where  the  exper- 
iment has  been  tried,  has  been  that  nothing  has  been  gained 
by  uniting  the  two  classes.   The  wants  of  both  can  be  better 
provided  for  by  gathering  them  into  separate  institutions. 
Doubtless  it  is  premature  to  urge  the  erection  of  an  institution 
fo|the  blind,  but  it  does  not  seem  improper  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  our  legislators  to  the  desirableness  of  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit.   This  Institution 
was  incorporated  as  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind.   Its  object  is  clearly 
stated,  and  that  is,  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and 
the  blind;  but,  in  speaking  of  the  establishment,  people  very 
naturally  abbreviate  the  full  legal  title,  and  call  it  "  The  Asy- 
lum," in  which  term  there  is  nothing  to  remind  them  of  its 
real  character.  Hence,  the  idea  commonly  associated  with  tho 
place,  is  that  of  a  place  of  refuge.   Instead  of  looking  upon  it 
as  a  school,  many  persons  regard  it  as  a  home,  or  hospital,  for 
those  who  are  poor,  aged,  infirm  or  diseased.   The  idea  has 
obtained  currency  that  we  are  under  obligations  to  receive 
such  deilf  mutes  and  blind  persons  as  are  unable  to  support 
themselves,  no  matter  at  what  ago  they  may  present  them- 
selves for  admission — iio  matter  whether  they  are  capable  of 
learning  anything  or  not.   In  fact,  applications  have  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  blind  persons,  in  the  hope  that  her©, 
if  anywhere,  they  could  be  restored  to  sight,  and  in  behalf  of 
invalids,  in  the  hope  liiat  our  treatment  might  be  of  service 
to  them.   Visitors  sometimes  ask,  with  entire  innocence,  what 
kind  of  diet  and  treatment  we  give  our  patients.   There  is  a 
good  deal  in  a  name.   It]  is  by  no  means  desirable  that  an  in- 
stitution of  learning  shQuld  be  regarded  a  poor-house,  prison 
or  hospital,' and  we  think  the  word  "Asylum,"  has  misled 
n;»any  persons.   Would  it  not  be  bettor  to  change  the  name  to 
that  of  "  The  Mi<^igan  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
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and  the  Blind  ?  **   With  such  a  name  its  object  could  hardly 
be  misunderstood. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  call  your  attention  to  what  has  been 
done,  during  the  past  year,  to  furnish  our  pupik,  aa  well  as 
teachers,  and  others  connected  with  the  Institution,  with  suit- 
able reading  matter.  Our  older  pupils  love  to  read  books  that 
are  not  too  difficult  for  them  to  understand.  Until  recently, 
no  arrangement  had  ever  been  made,  by  which  they  could 
have  anything  to  read  except  their  text  books. 

Last  year,  a  small  number  of  juvenile  books  was  pur- 
chased, as  the  foundation  for  a  "Pupils'  Library."  These 
books  were  loaned  to  all  pupils  who  desired  to  draw  them. 
They  were  read  with  avidity,  and  the  importance  of  making 
additions  to  this  library,  became  daily  more  apparent.  In 
several  instances  we  have  received  contributions  of  money,  to 
be  expended  for  books,  from  the  parents  and  friends  of  our 
pupils,  and  from  visitors.  We  have  now  in  our  "  Pupils*  Li- 
brary," 238  well  selected  little  volumes.  The  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  these  little  books  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 
A  taste  for  reading,  as  well  as  the  ability  to  read  understand- 
ingly,  must  be  acquired  by  deaf  mutes,  during  their  pupilage, 
or  it  never  will  be.  The  difficulties  of  language,  which  they 
meet  at  every  step,  are  formidable,  but  with  the  certainty  of 
receiving  assistance  from  their  teachers,  whenever  they  meet 
vnth  new  words  or  perplexing  idioms,  they  are  stimulated  to 
read  at  an  early  period  in  their  course,  and  before  they  leave 
us,  we  trust  they  will  have  acquired,  not  only  the  inclination, 
but' the  ability,  to  read  books  of  a  far  higher  character  than 
they  could  have  read  without  that  constant  practioe  which 
ready  access  to  a  library  will  give  them. 

Dui'ing  the  past  year,  we  have  also  commenced  a  library  for 
the  use  of  teachers  ;and  others,  connected  with  the  Institution. 
It  needs  not  a  word  of  argument  to  prove  that  an  Institution 
of  learning  should  have  a  good  library.  Valuable  books  of 
reference  should  be  at  all  times  accessibjip  to  the  teachers. 
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There  are  many  subjects  brought  before  the  classes,  to  illustrate 
which  properly,  it  would  be  necessary  to  consult  some  more 
copious  authority  than  the  text  book.  Until  the  past  year, 
the  library  of  this  Institution  consisted  of  a  few  Patent  Office 
Reports,  some  Agricultural  and  School  Reports,  some  odd  vol- 
umes of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  and  three  or  four 
volumes  of  the  Congressional  Globe.  Such  books,  of  course, 
are  worthy  a  place  in  a  public  library,  but  if  they  are  the  ocly 
intellectual  pabulum  that  can  be  offered,  hungry  indeed,  must 
be  the  mind,  that  can  feed  upon  them.  "We  have  now  131 
Yolumes  in  our  "  Teacher's  Library."  Many  of  them  are  choice 
works  of  history  and  miscellaneous  literature.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  frequent  additions  may  be  made  to  the  stock  of  books  that 
we  have  already  secured.  We  regard  the  purchase  of  books 
from  time  to  time  as  one  of  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the 
Institution.  The  libraries  of  our  colleges  are  often  enriched 
by  contributions  from  men  of  learning  and  of  wealth.  May 
we  not  feel  that  we  have  a  just  claim  upon  the  parents  and 
friends  of  our  pupils,  to  do  what  their  circumstances  will  per- 
mit to  make  both  our  libraries,  all  that  they  ought  to  be.  We 
would  also  gladly  enlist  the  kindly  cooperation  of  all  who  may 
feel  disposed  to  place  volumes  upon  our  shelves.  Our  hearty 
thanks  are  due  to  Senator  Chandler,  and  to  the  Hon.  John  F. 
Driggs,  for  frequent  contributions  of  public  documents,  as  well 
as  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Michigan  Argus,  the  Detroit  Tri- 
bune, the  Lansing  Republican,  and  the  Wolverine  Citizen,  for 
sending  us  their  valuable  and  welcome  papers.  We  are  "also 
under  special  obligations  to  the  Michigan  Central,  Michigan 
Southern  and  Northern  Indiana,  Detroit  and  Milwaukee, 
Flint  and  Holly,  and  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Com- 
panies, for  their  generous  courtesy  in  passing  our  pupils  over 
their  respective  roads,  when  returning  home  at  the  close  of  the 
term. 

We  have  great  reason  for  gratitude  to  a  kind  Providence^, 
for  the  excellent  health  that  has  been  enjoyed  by  the  inmates 
of  the  Institution,  during  the  past  two  years.    But  one  death 
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has  occurred  during  the  time — that  of  a  blind  lady,  named 
Mary  Johnson.  Special  pains  have  been  taken  to  provide  for 
the  comfort  of  those  committed  to  our  care,  and  for  the  success 
with  which  such  efforts  have  been  crowned,  we  are  largely 
indebted  to  the  untiring  watchfulness  of  our  excellent  Matron , 
and  to  the  skill  of  the  attending  Physician. 

It  will  be  your  duty,  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  urge  the  immediate  completion  of  our  buildings.  Un- 
doubtedly, as  the  result  of  your  own  observations,  reasons 
enough  will  occur  to  you,  to  lay  before  that  honorable  body,  in 
favor  of  such  a  step,  and  yet  there  may  be  considerations 
which  would  have  more  weight  with  you,  if  you  could  view 
them  as  those  do  whose  daily  life  is  in  the  Institution,  and 
among  the  pupils.  You  now  see  clearly  their  wants,  and  the 
wants  of  those  who  labor  for  them.  Were  you  among  them  all 
the  time,  you  would  not  only  see  them,  but  feel  them,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  you  can  possibly  realize.  The  State  of  Michigan  has 
committed  herself  to  the  erection  of  a  suitable  edifice  for  the 
education  of  her  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  Blind  children,  and  the 
accomplishment  of  that  noble  purpose,  is  but  a  work  of  time. 
She  will  not  repudiate  her  obligations  to  those  for  whom  she 
has  already  done  so  much.  With  the  State,  the  completion  of 
our  buildings,  immediately,  or  at  some  future  time,  can  make 
but  very  little  difference,  but  with  those  who  daily  feel  the 
need  of  more  ample  accommodations,  "  hope  deferred,  maketh, 
the  heart  sick."  I  shall  endeavor  to  lay  before  you,  as  plainly 
as  possible,  even  at  the  risk  of  tiring  you  with  uninteresting 
details,  some  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  are  subject, 
and  which  are  steadily  increasing,  as  our  numbers  increase. 

The  entire  edifice,  as  you  are  well  aware,  is  divided  into  five 
distinct  parts,  exclusive  of  the  Engine  House.  Each  part  is 
planned  for  a  specific  use,  and  when  the  whole  structure  is 
completed,  so  that  each  part  does  just  what  it  is  designed  to 
do,  the  accommodations  will  be  all  that  we  could  ask.  We 
have,  first,  a  front  building  of  ample  size  and  beautiful  propor- 
tions, designed  to  be  the  home  of  the  family  and  teachers,  and^ 
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others  employed  in  the  Institution.  This  part  of  the  building 
awaits  completion.  Next,  there  is  a  centre  building,  which  com- 
prises the  kitchen,  dining-room  and  chapel.  This  part  of  the 
building  is  completed,  and  is  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to 
those  who  planned  and  erected  it.  On  each  side  of  the 
centre  building,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  spacious  area,  there 
is  a  wing  for  the  use  of  the  pupils.  The  East  Wing  is  com- 
pleted, and  is  occupied  by  the  girls.  The  West  Wing  is  not 
completed,  and  is  sadly  needed  by  the  boys. 

In  the  rear  of  these  four  buildings,  and  connected  with  them 
by  corridors,  is  the  school-house.  That  is  completed,  though 
when  it  comes  to  be  used  only  as  a  school-house,  certain  parte 
of  it  will  be  somewhat  modified.  I  would  respectfully  call  your 
attention,  and  through  you,  that  of  the  Legislature,  to  the 
following  statementfil: 

1.  Our  boys  and  girls  are  under  the  necessity  of  studying 
their  lessons  in  the  same  room,  every  evening.  The  room  in 
which  they  study  is  the  girls'  sitting  room,  !ind  should  be 
used  exclusively  by  the  girls. 

2.  We  have  to  make  the  bath-room,  designed  for  the  use  of 
the  girls  only,  answer  the  purpose,  not  only  for  the  boys,  but 
for  all  connected  with  the  establishment. 

3.  We  have  no  place  that  is  decent  for  our  boys  to  spend 
their  time  in  when  out  of  school,  and  not  engaged  in  evening 
study.  There  are  two  rooms  under  the  school-house,  where 
they  stay  when  the  weather  will  not  admit  of  their  running- out 
of  doors. 

4.  Our  boys*  wash-room  is  entirely  unique  in  its  character 
and  accommodations.  In  the  girls*  wing  there  are  two  large 
tanks,  into  which  rain  water  is  pumped  as  often  as  is  neoea- 
sary,  and  from  which  an  abundant  supply  of  both  hot  and  cold 
water  can  always  be  obtained.  The  slops  find  their  way  out 
through  conductors.  But  in  the  boys*  wash-room,  the  water 
is  brought  in  a  wash-tub  by  two  boys  and  stored  in  barrels.  The 
slops  are  caught  in  a  tub,  which  is  carried  out  and  emptied 
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from  time  to  time.  Such  accommodations  are  not  of  the  char- 
acter that  a  State  like  this  ought  longer  to  be  satisfied  with. 

6.  Our  boys  keep  their  clothes  in  their  trunks,  and  their 
trunks  in  one  email  room,  destitute  of  wardrobes,  shelves  or 
drawers.  There  are  trunks  enough  to  pretty  nearly  cover  the 
floor.  The  President  of  one  of  the  twenty-four  principal  rail- 
roads in  our  State,  in  a  recent  visit,  while  going  over  the 
building,  jocosely  remarked,  *■  this  must  be  your  baggage- 
room  !"  and  in  fact  it  does  look  more  like  the  baggage-room 
of  a  third-class  railroad  depot  than  anything  else. 

6.  The  boys'  dormitory  is  directly  over  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  family  of  the  Principal,  and  a  portion  of  the  teachers, 
while  the  school  rooms  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  are  directly 
under  them.  We  are  simply  living  between  a  dormitory  and 
a  suite  of  school-rooms,  subject  night  and  day,  to  annoyance 
from  all  the  noise  and  confusion  occasioned  by  sixty  active 
boys,  who  are  obliged  to  spend  by  far  the  greater  portion  of 
their  time  in  close  proximity  to  us. 

7.  The  lower  part  of  the  building,  on  the  same  floor  with 
the  rooms  where  our  boys  have  to  stay,  when  not  in  school  or 
at  work,  is  occupied  by  our  domestics,  and  there  is  by  no  means 
sufficient  room  to  make  them  comfortable.    The  objections  to 

s  such  an  arrangement  are  too  obvious  to  need  special  notice. 

8.  The  rooms  now  occupied  by  our  boys  as  a  domitory,  are 
needed  for  other  purposes. 

9.  The  rooms  occupied  by  our  domestics,  ought  to  be  used 
for  shops. 

10.  The  rooms  occupied  by  the  family  and  teachers,  are 
mostly  school-rooms.  There  is  not  room  in  the  school-house 
for  another  class,  except  in  the  fourth  story;  and  to  get  there, 
the  pupils  who  should  compose  it,  would  have  to  pass  through 
the  boys'  domitory,  after  a  fatiguing  walk  up  three  flight  of 
stairs.  The  only  place  we  can  give  our  blind  boys,  for  a  sitting 
room,  is  in  the  fourth  story,  in  a  room  accessible,  only  through 
the  domitory.  The  room  occupied  by  one  of  our  teachers,  is  sim- 
ilarly located.   If  nothing  should  be  done  at  the  coming  session 
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of  the  Legislature  towards  completing  the  buildings,  you  are  well 
aware  that  two  years  must  elapse  before  anything  can  be  done,  no 
matter  how  great  the  inconvenience.  In  June,  1865,  we  closed 
our  school  with  94  pupils;  in  June,  1866,  with  109;  to-day  we 
have  126,  and  shall  probably  have  130  before  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary. Suppose  we  are  made  to  wait  two  years  longer  before 
an  appropriation  is  made,  it  will  then  take  the  best  part  of  a 
year  to  get  the  work  done,  and  we  shall  not  reap  the  full  ben- 
efit of  the  appropriation  under  about  four  years.  We  are 
crowded  now — what  can  we  do  for  four  years  longer  but  turn 
away  many  who  have  as  good  a  right  to  come  as  those  who  are 
here  ?  It  would  surely  be  unjust  to  extend  the  privileges  of  the 
Institution  to  the  children  of  a  portion  of  our  tax-payers,  and 
withhold  them  from  others  whose  claims  are  equally  valid. 

11.  The  rooms  designed  for  hospital  wards  in  the  girls'  wing 
are  every  one  of  them  occupied  by  ladies  connected  with  the 
establishment.  When  one  of  the  girls  is  sick,  she  has  to  lie 
down  in  the  Matron's  room,  or  be  taken  to  the  domitory  where 
all  the  girls  sleep.  Should  a  case  of  dangerous  illness  occur, 
we  could  not  give  the  patient  suitable  accomodations,  without 
having  some  room  vacated,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
occupant.  Should  any  contagious  disease  arise,  we  could  not 
properly  separate  three  or  four  patients  from  the  rest  of  the 
pupils  for  want  of  room. 

12.  The  separation  of  the  blind  pupils,  from  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  is  by  no  means  complete;  that  of  the  sexes  is  so  i&i  from 
complete  as  to  be  a  source  of  constant  anxiety  to  those  who 
have  the  responsibility  of  watching  over  the  pupils. 

13.  We  are  losing  the  benefit  of  the  large  amount  of  money 
already  expended  upon  the  unfinished  portions  of  the  building. 
We  are  crowded  everywhere,  and  various  parts  of  the  build- 
ing are  put  to  uses  that  they  never  were  designed  for,  merely  to 
meet  the  present  emergency.  In  making  a  most  urgent  ap- 
peal to  the  Legislature  for  the  completion  of  our  buildings,  I 
oannot  but  feel  that  we  are  asking  only  what  is  justly  due  to 
those  who  so  much  need  the  accommodations  we  ask  for.  Our 
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pupils,  depending  as  they  do  upon  their  native  State  for  all  the 
blessings  that  education  can  besto\y  upon  them,  are  indeed  the 
children  of  the  State,  and  I  trust  that  their  claims  will  be 
recognized,  and  ample  provision  made  for  their  wants. 

In  the  last  report,  the  subject  of  organizing  shops,  in  which 
our  pupils  could  be  taught  trades,  was  brought  before  the  Leg- 
islature, "but  it  was  not  considered  expedient  at  that  time  to 
take  the  requisite  steps  for  making  such  an  arrangement.  I 
would  respectfully  represent  that  an  Institution  that  gives  its 
pupils  merely  a  good  education,  meaning  by  the  term,  simply 
the  intellectual  training  given  in  the  school-room,  and  nothing 
more — which  sends  them  to  their  homes  with  no  ability  to 
support  themselves  by  honest  labor,  has  done  for  them  just 
about  one-half  that  ought  to  be  done.  Bear  in  mind  that 
youth  who  are  in  the  possession  of  all  their  faculties,  can 
enter  any  profession  or  business  for  which,  by  education  and 
natural  endowment,  they  are  qualified.  But  the  Blind,  and  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  must  in  most  cases,  depend  upon  the  labor  of 
their  hands  for  support.  Can  we  not,  at  least,  organize  one 
shop  the  coming  year,  and  let  others  follow  as  circumstances 
will  perm  it  ?  It  cannot  be  inappropriate  in  this  report  to  allude 
to  an  Institution  in  a  neighboring  State,  which,  from  the  na- 
ture of  its  objects,  is  certainly  kindred  to  our  own.  We  refer 
to  the  "  Chicago  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  " — a  charity  which  is 
principally  supported  by  benevolent  citizens  of  Chicago,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  gratuitous  treatment  for  the  poor,  afflicted 
with  diseases  of  the  eye  or  ear,  throughout  the  Northwest, 
as  well  as  for  those  who  are  residents  of  Chicago.  For  more 
than  eight  years  this  Infirmary  has  received  all  poor  patients 
applying  for  aid,  from  Michigan  and  other  Northwestern 
States.  It  has  extended  its  blessings  to  nearly  3,000  sufferers. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  very  many  blind,  in  our  Blind 
Asylums  and  Alms  Houses,  became  blind  from  neglect  of  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  in  their  early  stages,  no  one  can  fail  to  recog- 
nize the  usefulness  of  the  Infirmaries,  which  have  been  long 
established  in  the  Eastern  cities  and  at  Chicago.  Infirmaries, 
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like  the  one  at  Chicago,  aim  to  prevent  the  terrible  evils  which 
the  Blind  Asylum  can  only  mitigate. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  witness  to  the 
general  fidelity  of  all  who  have  labored  for  the  welfare  of  those 
committed  to  our  care.  I  would  especially  commend  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  with  which  the  instructors  have  discharged  their 
duties.  The  scholarship  of  the  Institution  is,  I  trust,  becoming 
more  elevated  each  term,  and  I  cannot  but  believe  that  those 
who  go  out  trom  us  at  the  end  of  their  course,  will  compare 
favorably  with  the  graduates  of  similar  Institutions  in  other 
States. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

EGBERT  L.  BANGS, 

Principal, 
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Annual  Examinalion  of  the  Pupils  at  the  Asylum^  in  Flint, 
Michigan,  June  27,  1865. 

The  Committee,  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  duties,  viflited,  in 
company  with  the  Principal,  each  claes  of  the  Institution,  in 
turn,  beginning  with  the  lowest,  in  which  were  those  who  had 
completed  the  first  year  of  nine  months  in  the  school.  This 
class  consisted  of  some  fourtem  to  sixteen  members,  and  were 
in  charge  of  Thomas  L.  Brown,  a  deaf  mute. 

The  manner  of  imparting  instruction  by  the  word  method 
is  essentially  the  same  as  is  practiced  in  the  primary  depart- 
ments of  our  Union  schools.  The  ages  of  persons  in  this  class 
may  vary  from  ten  to  twenty-five  years — the  greatest  age 
allowed  by  law. 

The  first  effort  is  to  teach  the  pupil  ihQ  **  sign  language  " 
and  then  the  names  of  objects,  as  presented  in  connection 
with  the  words  and  letters  representing  the  object,  which  the 
pupil  is  required  to  write,  or  print,  on  a  slate  prepared  for  the 
purpose. 

The  facility  with  which  these  pupils  acquire  the  use  of  lan- 
guage, both  manual  and  written,  is  truly  surprising^  Here 
were  some  twelve  or  fourteen  persons  who,  one  year  previous, 
by  reason  of  their  great  misfortune,  had  no  certain  way  of  re- 
ceiving or  communicating  a  solitary  idea,  and  whose  minds,  in 
many  respects,  were  totally  blank,  and  whose  countenances,  at 
that  time,  were  a  melancholy  index  of  that  blank,  with  only  nine 
months  of  instruction  at  this  Institution,  who  could  now  con- 
Terse  freely  with  each  other  in  regard  to  common  things  and 
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occurrences,  and  construcfc  short,  and  simple  sentences  well 
upon  a  slate. 

What  an  invaluable  acquisition  to  them!  One  thing  es- 
pecially worthy  of  note  by  persons  at  all  interested  in  the  in- 
atruction  of  youth,  was  observed  by  the  committee  in  this 
class,  and  that  was  the  fact,  that  pupils  admitted  to  the  class 
at  from  ten  to  fourteen  jears  of  age,  learned  with  much 
greater  facility  than  those  of  greater  age  admitted  at  the 
aame  time;  the  girl  or  boy  of  ten  or  twelve  outstripping  those 
of  eighteen  or  twenty;  demonstrating  that  there  is  a  certain 
age  at  which  the  faculties  of  the  mind  or  body  must  be 
brought  into  action  in  order  to  obtain  the  larger  amount  of 
development  in  a  given  time.  Passing  fromT  this  primary  or 
lower  grade,  into  the  higher  in  an  adjoining  room,  is  very 
similar  in  its  effects  on  the  mind  of  the  visitor,  to  passing 
from  the  lowest  or  primary  grade  in  a  Union  School  to  an  in- 
termediate one;  you  have  gone  a  step  upward  in  the  scale  of 
progress — a  second  year  has  done  its  good  work — the  intellect 
has  been  enlarged  and  strengthened — the  qualities  of  objects 
have  been  learned,  and  modes  of  expressing  them  have  been 
acquired — such  qualitieSj  for  instance,  as  good,  bad,  high,  low, 
sweet,  sour,  large,  small,  &c.  This  class  consisted  of  about 
the  same  number  of  pupils  as  the  former,  and  like  that  class, 
was  instructed  from  "Peet's  Elementary  Lessons."  Their 
teacher,  Mr.  Hubbard,  was  a  semi-mute,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
New  York  Institution. 

The  progressive  enlargement  of  the  mental  powers,  men- 
tioned ^bove,  was  still  more  manifest  in  the  next  three  higher 
and  successive  classes,  or  grades,  where  a  knowledge  of  the 
language  in  its  grammatical  relations  of  words  and  sentences 
has  been  to  some  extent  acquired;  and  also  the  power  of  num- 
bers, in  the  computation  of  quantities  and  the  calculation  of 
values,  has  been  comprehended  and  reduced  to  practice,  both 
in  simple,  fractional  and  compound  quantities.  All  these,  as 
well  as  geography,  history  and  penmaiuship,  have  been  success- 
fully taught  in  the  higher  classes,  comprising^  pupils  of  three, 


FOB  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AKD  THE  BLIND. 


35 


four,  and  seven  years  standiug.  The  books  used  in  these 
classes  were  Peet's  Course  of  Instruction,  part  3d,  Eobinson's 
Rudiments  of  Written  Arithmetic,  Wilson's  Primary  Ameri- 
can History,  and  Mitchell's  Geography. 

As  a  further  demonstration  of  what  had  been  achieved  in 
behalf  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  humanity,  at  this  Institution, 
we  would  mention  the  fact,  that  on  enteriug  the  rooms  of  these 
advanced  classes,  the  Committee  were  announced  by  the  Prin- 
cipal, each  by  his  name,  and  locality,  to  the  class,  by  the  sign 
language,  and  the  class  informed  that  the  persons  announced 
were  a  Committee  invited  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  be 
present  at  this  examination.  They  were  then  desired  by  the 
Principal,  to  write  out  on  the  slate,  a  welcome,  or  reception 
address,  to  be  presented  to  the  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  their  proficiency  in  the  acquirement  of  ideas,  and 
modes  of  expressing,  in  written  language,  what  they  had  been 
informed  and  requested  to  do.  This  task  was  performed  with 
singular  fidelity  of  language,  and  accuracy  of  memory,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  communication  which  had  been  made  to  them. 
The  names  and  localities  of  the  several  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were  accurately  given,  followed  by  neat  and  appropriate 
expressions  of  pleasure  and  gratitude  for  the  honor  done  them 
by  the  Committee,  in  viaiting  them  at  this  examination  of  the 
school,  &c.  These  several  productions  were  couched  in  as 
many  different  modes  of  expression,  and  characterized  by  as 
many  different  degrees  of  excellence,  as  might  be  expected 
from  as  many  different  pupils  of  similar  ages,  in  any  of  our 
Union  Schools;  showing  first  the  originality  of  the  productions, 
and  next  the  degrees  of  attainment  they  had  reached  in 
thought,  conception  of  idea,  and  propriety  of  expression. 

In  penmanship  they  excel.  Depending  so  much,  as  they 
must,  upon  the  pen  or  pencil,  for  general  expression,  they  have 
acquired  a  rapidity  and  elegance  of  execution  far  beyond  that 
of  ordinary  students  of  similar  age»"  and  attainments,  in  our 
best  schools.  Some  specimens  of  drawing,  exhibited  to  the 
Committee,  were  highly  creditable;  particularly  those  of  Mar- 
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CUB  Kerr,  a  young  man  in  the  6th  class,  whose  executions, 
both  in  penmanship  and  drawing,  were  much  admired  by  Ih© 
Committee,  and  of  which  he  was  also  justly  proud. 

The  third  class  was  taught  by  W.  M.  L.  Breg,  a  deaf  mute; 
and  the  fourth  class  by  W.  "W.  Angus,  a  semi-mute,  both  grad- 
uates from  the  New  York  Institute.  The  Teachers  were  all 
active  and  efficient;  cheerful,  affable  and  polite  in  their  inter- 
course with  all,  and  earnestly  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  profession.  They  were  active  living  examples 
of  what  may  be  done  for  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow 
beings,  in  rendering  them  intelligent,  useful  and  happy.  It 
occurred  to  the  Committee,  that  something  more  than  an  edn- 
cation,  qualifying  the  deaf  and  dumb  to  read  and  to  commu- 
nicate with  others,  though  a  great  achievement  in  itself,  and  to 
them  invaluable,  might  be  done  at  this  Institution;  that  certain 
mechanic  arts  might  be  taught  them  as  well,  by  which  they 
would  not  only  be  able  to  earn  to  the  State  a  portion  of  their 
expenses,  during  the  period  of  their  education,  but  also  be  en- 
abled to  procure  for  themselves  a  sustenance  in  after  life:  and 
that  a  comparatively  small  additional  outlay  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  in  this  direction,  would  enable  those  having  the  matter 
in  charge  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object  in  their  behalf. 

Instruction  to  the  blind,  beyond  that  of  an  oral  nature,  is 
much  more  difficult  and  limited  than  that  of  the  deaf;  since 
the  only  method  of  communicating  to  them  the  contents  of 
books  of  science  and  literature,  by  raised  letters,  is  by  far  too 
expensive  for  general  use — and  even  these  depending  largely 
upon  the  delicacy  of  touch,  must  needs  be  of  a  slow  and 
somewhat  uncertain  character.  Still,  geography,  history  and 
arithmetic,  have  been  successfully  taught  them  at  the  Asylum, 
by  oral  instruction;  and  an  exhibit,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils, 
in  reading  from  raised  letters,  several  passages  from  the  Bible, 
was  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  Committee,  that  something 
can  be  done  in  this  direction,  for  the  advantage  of  this  class 
of  persons,  and  that  in  these  several  ways,  a  foundation  can  be 
laid,  upon  which  a  large  rasge  of  intelh'gence  may,  by  the 
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power  of  speech  and  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  be  acquired  in 
after  life;  thus  relieTing  them,  to  some  extent,  from  the  dull* 
ness  of  that  eternal  night  to  which  they  have  been  born  But 
in  music  they  particularly  excel.  Denied  the  sights  which  na- 
ture everywhere  presents  to  the  seeing  eye,  they  become  pro- 
portionably  alive  to  that  of  sound.  The  hum  of  bees,  the 
chirping  of  insects,  the  melody  of  birds,  and  the  cheering 
sounds  of  the  human  voice,  and  the  inquisitive  ear,  in  its  ef- 
forts to  distinguish  between  objects,  hidden  to  them  and  of 
curious  conjecture,  becomes  wonderfully  acute,  and  thus  ena- 
bles its  possessor  readily  to  perceive  the  slightest  variations  of 
musical  sounds,  either  of  an  instrumental  or  a  vocal  character. 
Hence,  they  readily  become  proficient  in  the  art  of  music. 
The  class,  composed  of  the  blind,  consisted  of  fourteen  persons, 
male  and  female,  and  were  instructed  in  music  by  Miss  Emma 
Wesson,  a  successful  teacher  in  this  department.  The  intel- 
lectual instruction  of  this  class  was  conducted  by  Miss  Clara 
Doty,  an  earnest,  affectionate  and  devoted  instructress. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  blind,  knowing  nothing  of 
the  value  of  sight,  generally  prefer  that  condition  to  that  of 
deafness;  while  the  deaf,  on  the  other  hand,  ignorant  of  sound 
and  its  uses,  as  generally  prefer  the  loss  of  hearing  to  that  of 
sight.  Thus  God  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb.  But 
this  is  also  noticeable  that  the  vacant,  sad  expression  upon  the 
countenance  of  both  deaf  and  blind,  on  their  first  entrance 
into  the  Asylum,  soon  wears  off  from  the  face  of  the  deaf.  By 
a  knowledge  of  language,  both  manual  and  written,  the  loss  of 
hearing  has  to  a  great  extent,  been  overcome.  They  have 
been  bom,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world  of  thought  and  being; 
and  by  gestures,  and  by  every  variety  of  expression  of  which 
they  are  capable,  they  give  evidence  of  the  unbounded  joy  and 
gratitude  awakened  within  them,  at  this  new  and  happy  era  of 
their  existence.  But  the  gloomy  expression  upon  the  face  of 
the  blind  still  remains,  a  sad  memento  of  the  abiding  darkness 
which  shuts  them  forever  from  the  b'ght  of  day,  and  the  cheer- 
ful smile  of  affection  from  parent  and  friend. 
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The  examination  of  these  classes,  though  it  occupied  the 
^  entire  forenoon,  was  quite  too  short  to  afford  so  full  and  com- 
plete a  knowledge  concerning  the  general  arrangement  of 
classes,  the  course  of  study,  and  the  various  appliances  used 
to  impart  instruction  to  persons  destitute  of  sight  or  hearing, 
which  the  Committee  could  have  desired.  Yet  enough  was 
seen  to  satisfy  them  that  much,  very  much,  has  been  already 
attained,  and  that  still  greater  advantages  may  be  achieved  by 
a  continued  pursuit  of  the  benevolent  objects  for  which  this 
Institution  was  founded ;  and  that  the  people  of  the  State  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  their  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind, 
and  the  great  amount  of  good  it  has  conferred  upon  an  unfor- 
tunate class  of  our  fellow  beings. 

The  examination  being  finished,  the  afternoon  was  set  apart 
for  a  public  exhibition,  or  what,  at  other  institutions  of  learning, 
would  be  called  the  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Asylum. 
These  consisted  of  a  variety  of  exercises  in  the  various  branches 
in  which  they  had  been  taught  during  the  term;  examples  in 
arithmetic  wrought  out  on  the  blackboard;  narratives  given  by 
the  Principal  in  the  sign  language,  rendered  by  the  pupils  in 
written  language  on  the  slate,  showing  the  different  degrees 
of  accuracy  the  subject  matter  of  the  narrative  had  been  com- 
prehended by  the  pupils,  and  their  several  capacities  for  ren- 
dering properly  by v words  of  their  own  choice;  dialogues 
spoken  and  acted  inl  the  sign  language,  &c.,  all  which,  from 
their  originality  and  extreme  novelty,  were  intensely  interest- 
ing. The  interludes  were  occupied  by  music  performed  by  the 
blind,  and  much  to  the  credit  of  themselves  and  the  teachers 
in  charge. 

To  say  that  the  examination  and  Commencement  exercises 
were  well  sustained,  would  not  be  doing  full  justice  to  the  oc- 
casion. The  pupils  acquitted  themselves  beyond  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  friends  of  the  Institution,  and  converted  many 
who,  heretofore,  were  opposers,  or  only  lukewarm  in  its  behalf, 
into  ardent  and  siiLcere  friends.  The  discipHne  and  good 
order  maintained  in  the  school-rooms,  the  dining  hall  and  the 
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chapel,  duricg  the  exercises  of  the  day,  was  superior  to  that 
observed  on  similar  occasions,  in  our  best  institutions  of  iearn- 
ing,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  higher  Jippreciation  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils,  of  the  advantages  afforded  them,  and  their  more 
hearty  cooperation  with  the  efforts  of  those  having  their 
education  in  charge. 

The  Committee  left  the  Institution  under  the  most  favorable 
impressions  in  its  behalf,  and  satisfied  that  the  State  ma^ 
safely  rely  upon  those  having  matters  in  charge  at  the  Asylum, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  its  benevolent  designs  in  behalf  of 
those  unfortunate  persons  for  whose  benefit  it  was  founded. 

Ml  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  H.  THOMSON,. 

A.  H.  fle:bcheb, 

JUSTUS  GAGE. 


EEPORT  OF  EXAMmiNG  COMMITTEE  FOE  1866. 


The  Committee,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  in 
accordance  with  the  design  of  their  appointment,  visited  "  The 
Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
and  the  Blind,"  and  attended  the  examination  of  the  pupils,  at 
Flint,  during  the  25th,  26th  and  27th  of  June,  1866. 

We  bear  testimony,  with  much  and  grateful  satisfaction,  to  . 
the  comity  and  attention  with  which  we  were  received  by  thtx- 
Principal,  Mr.  Egbert  L.  Bangs,  and  the  full  opportunity  af** 
forded  us  during  the  examinations,  as  conducted  by  himself  and 
his  associate  teachers,  to  propound  our  own  questions  to  the 
pupils,  designed  to  ascertain  in  what  way  and  to  what  extent^ . 
their  minds  were  developed  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  judg- 
ment as  well  as  memory,  and  especially  of  their  perception  and^^ 
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appreciation  of  moral  and  religious  truth.  It  was  to  us  a 
matter  of  much  gratification  to  witness  their  improvement  and 
advancement  in  scientific  knowledge,  and  their  interest  in  and 
acquaintance  with  the  great  cardinal  facts  of  the  christian  re- 
ligion, revealed  in  the  sacred  scriptures.  Also,  the  evidence 
they  gave  of  respect  for,  and  serious  attention  to  the  devotional 
exercises  in  the  Ghapel  worship,  when  all  were  assembled 
for  prayer,  and  the  consideration  of  some  portion  of  the  word 
of  God,  and  in  the  religious  services  connected  with  the  par- 
ticipation of  their  meals  in  the  refectory.  The  seriousness, 
order  and  solemnity,  that  uniformly  characterized  the  pupils 
during  such  services,  were  regarded  by  us  as  the  best  evidence 
and  commendation  of  the  system  of  discipline,  and  method  of 
instruction  and  influence,  adopted  by  the  Principal  and  his 
faculty.  The  drill,  so  essential  to  regularity  and  order 
among  numbers  congTegated,  especially  of  children  and  youth, 
so  instinctively  prone  to  hilarity  and  playfulness,  was  simple 
and  e£B.cient;  just,  and  only  what  was  proper  for  the  avoidance 
of  confusion,  and  the  easiest  and  most  natural  movements, 
requisite  in  passing  through  the  necessary  forms  and  changes. 
We  were  impressed  with  the  semblance  of  a  well  regulated  and 
affectionate  family,  in  all  that  we  witnessed  at  the  dinner 
table,  where  sat  the  Principal  and  associate  teachers,  an^  near 
them  the  pupils;  and  in  their  intercourse  at  meals,  and  in  the 
halls  and  class  rooms,  nothing  rude  or  boisterous  displayed 
itself,  but  the  demeanor  of  the  pupils  was  polite  and  pleasant.. 

Of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  there  were  in  the  Institution,  90  schol- 
ars,equally  divided  between  the  sexes,  and  distributed  among  six 
classes.  The  following  is  a  programme  of  the  studies,  as  used 
by  the  Committee  in  conducting  the  examination.  The  lowest 
or  sixth  class,  taught  by  Emma  A.  Petbie,  consisted  of  three 
boys  and  five  girls,  and  having  a  standing  of  one  year.  Their 
studies  have  been  "  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons,"  as  far  as  the 
71st  lesson;  penmanship  on  slates  and  in  copy  books;  gram- 
matical symbols;  arithmetic  of  numerals,  both  figures  and 
words,  as  far  as  100.    The  ffth  class  was  taught  by  G.  L. 
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Brookett;  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  they  were  13  in  num- 
ber, but  at  the  close  were  reduced  to  eight.  The  grading  of 
this  class  had  been  at  first  attended  with  some  difficulty,  be- 
cause of  unequal  abilities,  which,  by  sub-classification,  was  sur- 
mounted, and  the  advancement  rendered  more  satiefactoiy. 
They  had  reviewed  112  pages  of  Dr.  Peet's  Part  1,  containing 
about  300  nouns,  100  adjectives,  and  75  verbs.  They  have 
learned  the  names  of  the  days  of  the  week,  and  something  of 
counting,  and  six  pages  of  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons. 

The  fourth  class,  taught  by  Mabcus  H.  Kekr,  contained  six 
males  and  nine  females, — total,  15.  This  class  has  gone  over 
and  reviewed  158  pages  of  "  Elementary  Lessons,*'  and  has  be- 
come familiar  with  a  large  number  of  the  most  common  nouns, 
adjectives,  prepositions  and  adverbs;  also  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture 
Lessons,  Part  1,  Sec.  5;  also  numbers,  in  figures  and  words, 
from  1  to  1000,  and  some  of  them  are  able  to  add  simple  num- 
bers. They  have  also  been  exercised  in  the  composition  of 
simple  sentences,  and  questions  and  answers,  in  the  easier 
forms  been  given  them;  and  in  penmanship  they  have  prac- 
ticed with  crayons  and  pen  exercises. 

The  third  class,  taught  by  Thomas  L.  Beown,  consists  of 
twelve  males  and  eight  females, — total  20.  The  attendance  has 
been  somewhat  irregular  in  length,  and  though  unequal,  goes 
as  a  class  of  two  years  standing.  They  have  finished  and  re- 
viewed "  Elementary  Lessons,"  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons, 
in  Part  1,  including  the  life  of  Joseph.  Most  of  them  are  ac- 
quainted with  addition  and  multiplication,  and  some  with  sub- 
traction. In  composition  they  have  written  on  small  and  large 
slates,  both  original  and  model  sentences.  They  have  also 
spelled  on  the  fingers,  and  written  short  stories,  or  narratives, 
given  in  signs  by  the  teacher.  Charts  of  different  construction 
in  grammatical  symbols  are  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  school- 
room for  reference.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
"  questions  and  answers,"  in  order  to  facilitate  conversation 
^th  their  friends  at  home.   They  have  practiced  j)enmanBhip 
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with  chalk,  and  pen  exerciseB,  and  been  exercised  in  transla- 
ting what  they  read  or  write,  in  order  to  show  whether  they 
imderBtand  the  same. 

The  second  class  is  taught  by  Willis  Hubbard,  and  contains 
eleven  males  and  eight  females.  This  class  is  somewhat  mixed* 
the  members  severally  having  been  under  instruction  for  dif- 
ferent periods,  from  one  to  sis  years,  but  collectively  ranked 
as  of  three  years  standing.  They  have  gone  over  Dr.  Peet'e 
Part  III,  and  reviewed  55  pages,  embracing  the  History  of 
Man  from  the  Cradle  to  the  Grave,  sentences  containing  fa- 
miliar words  and  phrases,  the  comparison  of  adjectives,  and  a 
description  of  the  different  classes  of  animals.  In  arithmetic 
they  have  studied  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and 
division.  In  grammar  the  pupils  have  been  frequently  exer- 
cised in  writing  sentences  from  symbols.  Most  of  them  are 
able  to  construct  original  sentences  of  every  form  on  the  chart. 
In  composition  they  have  written  short  narratives,  both  £roni> 
signs  and  observations,  sentences  on  given  words  from  the 
text  book,  and  letters  monthly. 

The  Committee  examined,  with  great  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion, numerous  specimens  of  their  composition,  especially  in 
narratives,  and  have  been  almost  induced  to  present  in  this- 
Report  one  or  two  of  them,  which  they  a^Dpropriated,  with  the 
pupils'  and  Principal's  consent.  One,  entitled  "The  Civil 
War,"  from  a  pupil  of  the  highest  class,  is  worthy  of  special 
commendation,  for  the  succinct  and  accurate  statement  of  the- 
cause  and  progress,  and  termination  of  the  late  rebellion,  evin-- 
cing  the  close  attention  that  had  been  given  to  its  passing  his- 
tory. In  point  of  penmanship,  syntax,  grammar  and  st^le,  it 
is  a  specimen  alike  creditable  to  the  pupU  and  his  teachers. 
In  the  Scripture  Lessons  they  have  passed  over  and  reviewed, 
from  Sec.  Ill  to  XIII. 

The  first  c/a^s  taught  by  W.  M.  L.  Breg,  embraces  eight 
males  and  twelve  females.  It  has  been  under  instruction  for 
periods  varying  from  one  to  seven  years.  During  the  last  year- 
they  have  gone  through  Quackenbos'  History  of  the  United, 
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States,  and  reviewed  fifty-five  pages,  embraciDg  the  ideas  of 
people  400  years  ago  as  to  the  shape  of  the  earth;  the  discov- 
ery of  America  by  Columbus;  his  trials;  other  EngHsh  and 
French  discoveries;  description  of  the  American  Indians;  set- 
tlement of  Jamestown,  of  New  York,  of  Plymouth,  and  of  the 
New  England  States,  and  of  the  Pequod  War;  the  settlement 
of  Maryland,  Delaware  and  New  Jersey.  In  Eobinson's  Ar- 
ithmetic they  have  reviewed  addition,  subtraction,  multiplica- 
tion and  division,  common  fractions,  including  definitions,  no- 
tation and  numeration,  and  the  reduction,  addition,  subtrac- 
tion, multiplication  and  division  of  the  same.  In  composition 
they  have  every  other  week  had  exercises  in  letter  writing, 
stories  from  signs,  sentences  illustrative  of  words  and  phrases 
taken  from  the  text  books  used,  and  in  copying  Sabbath 
chapel  lectures  once  a  week.  They  have  also  made  advance- 
ment in  Peet's  Part  III,  in  grammar,  and  in  the  Bible  lessons, 
the  last  having  been  given  for  every  Tuesday  of  ^ the  year,  from 
the  four  Gospels,  and  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 

In  the  Intellectual  department  of  the  Blind,  the  pupils  are 
taught  by  Mrs.  G,  V.  A.  Brown,  and  are  in  number,  8  males 
and  11  females — total,  19.  The  classification  of  these  pupils, 
according  to  advancement,  has  been  next  to  impossible, 
scarcely  two  having  been  found  of  equal  grade,  except  among 
the  oldest.  In  arithmetic,  five  have  finished  and  reviewed 
Robinson's  Mental  Arithmetic.  The  remainder  of  the  older 
have  been  through  fractions,  and  the  younger  through  the 
fundamental  principles  of  Robinson's  Mental  Arithmetic.  In 
Geography,  the  oldest  has  finished  and  reviewed  through  to 
Asia,  in  Mitchell's  Higher  Geography — the  younger  to  South 
America,  in  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography.  In  History  the 
class  have  heard  read  Hume's  History  of  England,  and  re- 
viewed the  same  by  questions  and  answers  on  all  the  impor- 
tant events  of  each  year.  In  Grammar,  they  have  studied 
Green's  Introduction,  and  Brown's  through  to  false  syntax. 
In  spelling  they  have  studied  through  the  first  volume  of 
Dictionary  for  the  Blind,  and  also  a  part  of  the  second  volum  e 
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taking  them  through  to  G's.  The  examiaation  of  these  pupils 
©yinces  great  care  and  success  on  the  part  of  the  instructor, 
as  well  as  wonderful  attainments  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 

The  examination  exercises,  and  those  of  the  exhibition,  were 
greatly  enlivened  by  the  quartette  singing  of  several  of  the 
blind,  accompanying  performance  on  the  piano  forte,  one  of 
whom,  as  an  expert  vocalist  and  musician,  would  be  an 
acquisition  to  almost  any  choir. 

The  exhibition  exercises  on  the  last  day  preceding,  the  dis- 
mission of  the  pupils, when  many  of  the  parents  and  citizens  of 
Flint  were  preseat,  were  of  the  most  interesting  character.  Di- 
alogues and  recitations  by  the  blind,  and  translations  and  act- 
ing in  the  language  of  signs,  attested  the  assiduity  and  skill  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  application  and  talents  of  the  pupils. 
They  were  closed  with  addresses  and  prayer,  from  members  of 
the  Committee,  interpreted  by  the  Principal  in  the  language 
of  signs,  whif^h  held  the  pupils  in  fixed  attention.  The  Com- 
mittee felt  amply  rewarded  by  their  visit,  and  take  pleasure  in 
stating  that  those  interesting  youth  for  whom  our  State  has 
provided  with  generous  care  such  able  and  successful  instruc- 
tors, not  only  acquitted  themselves  with  merited  approbation, 
but  have  gained  a  deep  hold  upon  oar  hearts,  and  a  permanent 
and  prayerful  interest  in  their  behalf. 

It  gives  us  pleasure,  also,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  of  the  Principal  and  Teachers,  in  their  personal  efforts 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Institution,  and  of  their  affectionatetly 
cherished  pupils  j  and  especially  for  the  wise  and  parental  ar- 
rangements made  for  conveying  them,  under  their  own  guar- 
dian care,  through  the  perils  of  their  journey,  to  their  several 
homes,  tUl  they  met  and  were  delivered  to  their  parents  or 
friends,  apprized  of  the  time  of  their  return. 

During  our  visitation,  the  entire  building  and  its  appurte- 
nances were  all  carefully  examined;  and  also  the  garden  and  the 
grounds,  all  of  which  were  found  in  a  state  of  great  cleanliness 
and  good  preservation.  And  here,  we  take  occasion,  while 
oommending  an  Institution  which  does  honor  to  our  State,  to 
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direct  attention  to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  completing, 
without  further  delay,  the  buildingf]  neceeBary,  of  which  but  a 
a  part  are  in  actual  use.  At  present,  the  male  and  female  pu- 
pils have  to  study  together  every  evening,  there  being  but  one 
large  room  for  that  purpose.  They  should  by  all  means  have 
at  least  two  separate  study  rooms.  One  bathicg  room  only,  at 
present,  is  made  to  answer  for  the  whole  estabhshment,  which 
it  is  obvious,  on  various  accounts,  is  not  sufficient,  nor  one  at- 
tended without  embarrassment  and  danger.  There  is  no  suitable 
place  for  the  boys  to  spend  their  time  in,  when  out  of  school 
and  not  engaged  in  study;  nor  is  there  any  appropriate  place 
for  them  to  wash  and  dress  in,  or  in  which  to  keep  their  cloth- 
ing. The  boys'  Dormitory  is  over  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
family  and  teachers  residing  in  the  building,  and  the  school 
rooms  are  under  them.  It  is^eaey  to  see  how  great  must  be 
the  annoyance  to  a  family  so  situated,  arising  from  the  noise 
incident  to  the  tramp  of  those  y^ho  know  not  what  noise  is,  or 
when  they  make  it.  It  is  like  placing  a  family,  fond  of  quiet, 
between  the  upper  and  nether  mill- stone,  or,  in  terms  more 
literally  true,  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  school-house.  The 
basement  of  the  school-house,  where  boys  have  to  congregate 
most,  when  out  of  school,  and  where  they  wash  and  keep  their 
clothing,  is  in  part  occupied  by  the  hired  girls,  which  we  have 
only  to  say,  is  liable  to  objections  too  obvious  to  require  any 
further  notice.  The  present  ^ Dormitory  of  the  boys  should 
more  appropriately  be  used  as  a  Chapel  for  the  blind.  The 
apartments  now  occupied  by  the  family  and  teachers,  are,  with 
but  two  exceptions,  school  rooms. 

As  soon  as  another  teacher  is  procured,  a  class  will  be  put  in 
the  only  vacant  school  room  remaining.  It  is  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature;  nay,  we  think  it  is  demanded  by  the 
prospect  of  increase  and  growing  usefulness  of  the  Institution, 
that  appropriations  should  be  made  without  delay  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  building,  according  to  the  original  plan,  bo  well 
conceived,    There  are  now  118  pupils;  one  year  ago,  109;  and 
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two  years  since,  94.  At  that  rate  of  mcreas3,  there  will  bo 
eoon  130.  It  is  known  already  that  there  will  be  125  very 
soon.  It  is  very  important,  therefore,  that  arrangements  bo 
made,  at  the  earliest  period,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rejection 
of  applicants,  the  number  of  which  is  steadily  on  the  increase. 

There  are  other  considerations  that  might  be  added,  as  rea- 
sons for  the  suggestion  the  Committee  here  urge,  such  as  that 
the  hospital  rooms  for  the  girls  are  now  all  occupied  by  ladies 
connected  with  the  Institution;  that  three  or  more  of  the  hired 
help  have  to  occupy  the  same  small  apartment;  that  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  blind  pupils  from  the  deaf  and  dumb,  is  at  pres- 
ent incomplete,  and  that  of  the  sexes  fearfully  so;  and  that 
anxieties  thence  are  constantly  kept  awake.  But  we  remark 
only,  in  conclusion,  that  by  the  present  arrangements,  the 
building  is  crowded  everywhere,  and  various  parts  have  to  be 
put  to  uses  for  which  they  were  not  designed,  so  that  while 
this  state  of  things  continues,  our  State  is  losing  the  benefit  of 
the  large  amount  already  expended  upon  the  uncompleted  por- 
tions of  the  noble  edifice,  which,  when  finished,  will  add  an- 
other to  those  that  give  lustre  to  the  name  and  fame  of 
Michigan. 

The  Committee  were  happy  to  have,  during  a  part  of  tho 
examinations,  the  presence  of  His  Excellency,  Gov.  H.  H. 
Crapo,  who  participated  in  the  satisfaction  experienced  by  us, 
in  view  of  the  tout  ensemble  of  this  truly  valuable,  philanthropic 
and  christian  Institution. 

Under  the  wise  direction  of  the  Trustees,  and  the  excellent 
and  assiduous  labors  of  the  Principal  and  teachers,  with  the 
fostering  care  and  patronage  of  an  enlightened  and  patriotic 
Legislature,  we  anticipate  for  the  Institution  a  career  of  great 
usefulness  and  prosperity. 

GEOEGE  DUFFIELD, 
SAM'L  A.  McCOSKRY, 
J.  M.  BUCKLEY. 


TEACHEKS'  REPORTS  FOR  1865. 


Inielleciual  Department  for  the  Blind, 

DIVISION  I. — TAUGHT  BY  MISS  CLARA  DOTY. 

Evan  J.  Poor,  let  year. 
James  Henry  St.  Lawrence,  1st  year. 
James  O.  Holdstock,  1st  year. 
Lucy  J.  "Wood,  4th  year. 

STUDIES. 

1.  History,  finished — Peter  Parley's  Universal;  Hume's 
History  of  England,  to  the  reign  of  Richard  IL 

2.  Cornell's  High  School  Geography,  to  South  America. 

3.  Sill's  Grammar  to  the  verb.   Began  Dec.  let. 

4.  Progressive  Arithmetic,  to  Rates  and  Proportion. 

5.  Spelling  and  definition  in  Dictionary,  100  pages. 

6.  Writing. 

7.  Reading. 

DIVISION  II. 

Benjamin  Cook,  3  years. 
Seth  Knapp,  1  year. 
Jacob  Everhart,  I  year. 
Oscar  Rasin,  1  year. 
Florence  Hunn,  1  year. 
Ann  Griffin,  4  J  years. 
Libbie  Sweetland,  1  year. 
Ellen  Cutler,  2  years. 
Melinda  Murphy,  2  years. 
Laura  Carl,  |  year. 
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STUDIES. 

1.  Histoiy — Goodrich's  Child's  History  of  the  United  States, 
finished. 

3.  Geography — ^Mitchell's  Primary,  to  North  America,  and 
Corneirs  Primary  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  through  North 
America. 

3.  Arithmetic — ^Progressive  Primary,  finished. 

4.  Spelling — ^The  first  half  term  in  an  Elementary  Speller^ 
the  last  half  in  the  Dictionary,  through  B. 

6.  Reading. 

Depariment  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

CLASS  V. — TAUGHT  BY  MISS  E.  M.  REIOHLEY. 

Boys. 

Edgar  Williams,  8  months. 
Charles  W.  Hunter,  8  months, 
Augustus  Rees,  2  years. 

Girls 

Cornelia  De  Vail,  8  months. 
Clarrissa  Penn,  absent 
Margaret  Beasley,  8  months. 
Margaret  Connelly,  8  months. 
Velina  Buttolph,  8  months. 
Lizzie  Green,  8  months. 
Hannah  Smith,  8  months. 
Eva  Smith. 

Boys,  3;  Girls,  8;— Total  11. 

This  class  is  composed  of  pupils  who  could  not  advance  as 
rapidly  as  the  other  first  year  class.    They  have  been  under 
.  instruction  from  six  to  eight  months.    Their  studies  during 
this  term  have  been: 

1.  The  Alphabet,  both  manual  and  written. 

2.  They  have  studied  and  reviewed  the  first  105  lessona  in 
Dr.  Peet's  *•  Elementary  Lessons." 

3.  They  enumerate  in  figures  and  words,  from  one  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty*   Several  are  able  to  go  higher. 
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4.  They  have  been  daily  exercised  with  and  without  given 
words,  and  from  symbols. 

CLASS  IV. — TAUGHT  BY  THOMAS  L.  BROWN. 

Boy8. 

Sidney  D.  Rector. 
Edward  Van  Damme. 
Willie  Thayer. 
Joseph  Hallifax. 
Giles  Kirk. 
John  Pierson. 
John  M.  CoUard. 
Charles  Mead. 

0.  Albertns  Overshire. 
Edgar  Harris. 
George  Storms. 
Frank  Eggleston. 
Wm.  E.  Northrop. 

Annie  Maria  Furgeson. 

Marion  F.  De  Foe. 

Josephine  Thomas. 

Susan  A.  Nowlen. 

Polly  Weinberg. 

Harriet  Walter. 

Boys,  13;  Girls,  6;— Total,  19. 

STANDING. 

The  first  nine  boys  and  the  J&rst  three  girls  entered  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and  have  been  under  instruc- 
tion only  eight  months.  With  one  exception,  they  could  hardly 
write  last  October. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Dr.  Peet's  First  Part.  This  class  has  gone  over  and  re- 
viewed about  110  lessons.  The  class  went  first  to  the  transit 
tive  verbs,  and  then  returned  to  intransitive  verbs,  and  then 
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learned  the  future  and  past  tenses.  Verbs  of  past  tense  are 
copied  in  writing  books,  which  practice  answers  the  purpose 
of  penmanship.  The  usual  exercises  in  the  school  room  are 
observed,  to  combine  the  different  parts  of  speech  in  sentences, 
according  to  the  laws  of  construction  shown  in  symbols, 

2.  Penmanship. 

3.  Scripture  Lessoiis,  Part  1.  Two  sectionp,  embracing 
parts  of  Sections  III  and  IV,  and  I  and  II  in  Part  II.  The 
pupils  show  great  interest  in  this  book.  The  questions  were 
mostly  omitted. 

CLiSS  in. — TAUGHT  BT  WILLIS  HUBBABI>i 

Males. 

Oscar  Phillips,  3  years  under  instruction. 

Lewis  Miller,  2         "       *'  " 

Horace  Snook,  6        "  « 

Eber  Thomas,  4        "  " 

James  E.  Crawford,  4  "       "  " 

Hiram  Cheseboro,  4  "  " 

Halsey  J.  Wilbur,  2           "  « 

GaylordP.Bonney,2          "  " 
John  B.  Mead,  2  " 

Rush  Shermara,  2      "      "  *' 
0.  F.  Sanford,  2  " 

Females. 

Mary  E.  Thomas,  4  years  under  instruction. 

Ann  E.  Stearns,  8      "  «' 

0.  J.  Drum,  3           "  " 

M.  J.  Palmer,  4         «      ««  u 

M.  N.  Dolsen,  3                "  " 

A.  A.  Spencer,  2        "       "  " 

Polly  Croy,  3             "       "  " 

Ella  Lane,  3  " 
:B  )ys,  11;  Girls,  8;— Total,  19. 
Standing,  from  3  to  6  years. 
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STUDIES, 

1.  Dr.  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons,  from  lesson  118,  to  lesson 
216,  and  reviewed. 

2.  WritiDg  original  sentences  from  grammatical  symbols, 
and  simple  narratives  from  signs. 

3.  Penmanship,  with  both  crayon  and  pen,  and  also  letter 
writing. 

4.  Arithmetic.   Addition  and  subtraction. 

5.  Scripture  Lessons.   Part  I  and  II,  sections  of  Part  IL 

CLASS  II. — TAUGHT  BY  WM.  L.  M.  BKEG. 

Boys. 

Willie  Allman  3  years. 
Alfred  Morehouse,  6  years. 
John  Buchanan,    3  " 
Edmund  Hare,  5 
Lewis  C.  Sickels,    2  " 
Henry  M.  George,  2  " 

Girls. 

alary  Lowry,  3  years. 

IsoraA.Pixley,  3    "  \ 

Julia  Ghase,      3  " 

Mary  Phelps,     3  " 

Melina  Herrick.  5  " 

Ellen  Buchanan,3  " 

Sarah  Chapman,  (absent  )  3  years. 

Elnora  Sissou,  3  yeara. 

Harriet  Miller,  (absent,)  3  years. 

Sarah  Barger,  2  years. 

Celia  Harris,    3  " 

Mary  Wesley,  3  " 

Adaline  Kichmond,  7  years. 

Hannah  Hendrixson,  3  years. 

Males,  6;  Females,  14;-^TotaI,  20. 
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Standmg,  or  length  of  time  in  school,  from  two  to  seven 
years,  as  shown  by  the  numbers  following  the  names. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Dr.  H.  P.  Peet's  Course  of  Instruction,  Part  III.  The 
class  have  gone  over  and  reviewed  forty-four  pages  of  this 
book,  embracing  the  "History  of  Man,"  the  illustration  of 
words  and  phrases,  and  the  comparison  of  adjectives. 

2.  Composition.  Exercises  illustrating  the  correct  use  of 
the  words  occurring  in  the  text.  Description  of  objects  and 
narratives. 

3.  Scripture  Lessons,  by  Dr.  Peet,  Parts  I  and  n,  to  the 
History  of  Joshua,  finished  and  reviewed. 

4.  Mitchell's  First  Lessons  in  Geography,  45  lessons,  with 
the  use  of  the  maps. 

5.  Arithmetic  exercises  in  addition,  subtraction,  multiplica- 
tion and  division — Eobinson's  Primary  Arithmetic,  63  pages. 

CLASS  I. — TAUGHT  BY  W.  W.  ANGUS. 

Boys. 

Marcus  H.  Kerr,  t  years. 

George  W.  Holland,  7  years. 

William  W.  Urch,      5J  (Absent.) 

William  J.  Mellon,     5  *' 

Samuel  J.  Hoxie,       6  " 

Henry  W.  Seitz,  6 

Bansom  A.  Goodell,  2  " 

AUie  W.  Hamilton,    5  " 

Charles  Rooks,         4  " 

Girls. 

Amanda  M.  Clancey,  6  years. 
Eliza  Morehouse,       1|  " 
Sarah  H.DeMott,  7 
Laura  Clough,  6 
Celestia  Simmons,       4  " 
Jane  F.  Palmanteer,  4 
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Louisa  Harwood,  6  years. 
Amelia  Clough,  4  years. 
Bays,  9;  Girls,  8;— Total,  17. 

Standing,  or  length  of  time  in  ec'aool,  from  1 J  years  to  7 
years,  as  shown  by  the  numbers  following  names. 

8TUDIE8. 

1.  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography  to  page  5T,  including  Defi- 
nitions, United  States,  British  America,  &c.,  and  general  ques- 
tions on  the  map  of  South  America. 

2.  Monteilh's  Youth's  History  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

3.  Portions  of  Dr.  H.  P.  Peet's  Course  of  Instruction  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Part  III. 

4.  Arithmetic.  Robinson's  Rudiments  of  Writfea  Arithme- 
tic— the  four  ground  rules,  Fractions,  vulgar  and  decimals, 
United  States  Money,  and  Simple  latereat. 

6.  The  Gospel  according  to  St.  Luke,  for  Sabbath  Lessons. 

6.  Copying  Sabtath  Lectures. 

7.  Letter  writiog  every  two  weeks. 

8.  Daily  exercises  in  composition  of  words  into  Bentences, 
and  translating  signs  into  written  language. 


TEACHERS'  REPORTS  FOB  1866. 


CLASS  VI. — TAUOHT  BY  EMMA  A.  fETBIB. 

Boys. 

Bemus  Wright, 
John  Ansbrow, 
Charles  W.  Hunter. 

Girls. 

Ann  McNeill, 
Emma  Granson, 
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Ellen  A.  Clarks, 
Luna  Alway, 
Alexa  M.  Windiate. 

Boys,  3;  Girls^  5; — ^Total,  8.   Standing,  one  year. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Peet's  Elemementary  Lessons,  seventy  lessons. 

2.  Penmans"hip,  both  on  the  slates  and  in  the  copy  books. 

3.  Grammatical  symbols. 

4.  Arithmetic,  numbers  in  figures  and  words  to  one  hundred. 

CLASS  Y.~TAUaHT  BY  G.  L.  BHOCKETT. 
STUDIES. 

This  class,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  consisted  of  13 
members.  They  were  so  unequally  graded  that  those  who 
were  able  to  advance  more  rapidly  were  impeded  by  the  others. 
The  1st  of  February  the  class  was  divided,  and  since  that  time 
the  advance  has  been  quite  satisfactory.  They  have  gone 
over  and  reviewed  112  pages  of  Dr.  Peet's  1st  Part,  containing 
about  800  different  nouns,  a  little  over  100  adjectives,  and 
about  15  verbs.  They  have  learned  the  names  of  the  days  of 
the  week,  and  something  of  counting.  They  have  passed  over 
6  pages  of  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons,  and  reviewed  4:  pages. 

Pupils, 

William  McNeill,  1  year. 
Levi  Murray,  1  year. 
John  Hartman,  1  year. 
Silas  Franklin,  1  year. 
Augustus  Rees,  3  years. 
Cornelia  De  Vail,  2  years. 
Margaret  Beasley,  2  years. 
Emma  Lambert,  I  year. 
Boys,  5;  Girls,  3;— Total,  8. 

CLASS  IV. — TAUGHT  BY  MARCUS  KERB. 

Boys, 

Giles  Kirk,  2  years. 
Albertus  Overshire,  2  years. 
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George  Storms,  5  years. 
Horace  Snook,  7  years. 
Edgar  Williams,  2  years. 
William  E.  Northrop,  3  years. 

Girls.  ' 

Polly  Weinburg,  4  years. 
Eva  Miller,  3  years. 
Margaret  Connelly,  2  years. 
Marion  P.  De  Foe,  2  years. 
Velina  Buttolph,  2  years. 
Harriet  Walter,  3  years. 
Lizzie  Green,  2  years. 
Hannah  Smith,  2  years. 
Eva  Smith,  2  years. 
Boys,  6;  Girls,  9;— Total,  15. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons.  The  class  have  gone  over 
and  reviewed  158  pages  of  this  book,  and  acquired  a  famil- 
iarity ^ith  a  large  number  of  the  most  common  nouns, 
adjectives,  verbs  prepositions  and  adverbs. 

2.  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons.    Part  I,  Section  V. 

3.  The  numbers  in  figures  and  words,  from  one  to  one 
thousand.    Addition — some  of  them  can  add  simple  numbers. 

4.  The  formation  of  simple  sentences.  Questions  and 
answers  in  the  easier  forms  have  been  given  them. 

5.  Penmanship.  Crayon  and  pen  exercises  have  been  given 
them. 

CLASS  III. — TAUGHT  BY  THOMAS  L.  BSOWN. 

Girls. 

Susan  A.  Nowlen,  3  years. 
Adaline  A.  Spencer,  3  years. 
Anna  M.  Furgeson,  2  years. 
Mary  J.  Palmer,  5  years. 
Olarrissa  A.  Penn,  2  years. 
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Matilda  L.  Dolsen,  4  years. 
Josephine  F.  Thomas,  2  years. 
Mary  E.  Thomas,  5  years. 

Boyi.  ' 

Edward  Van  Damme,  2  years. 
Rush  Sherman,  3  years. 
Willie  A  Thayer,  2  years. 
Joseph  Hall  if  ax,  2  years. 
Gaylord  P.  Bonney,  3  years. 
Oscar  F.  Phillips,  4  years. 
John  M.  Collard,  2  years. 
John  Pierson,  2  years. 
Lewis  Miller,  3  years. 
Charles  M.  Mead,  2  years. 
Edgar  C.  Harris,  3  years. 
Frank  Eggleston,  3  years. 
Girls,  8;  Boys,  12;— Total,  20. 

TIME  OF  INSTBUOTION. 

As  seen  by  the  fignres  opposite  the  names,  the  length  of  at- 
tendance is  quite  irregular;  but  the  class  goes  as  one  of  two 
years'  standing.   It  is  quite  unequal 

STUDIES. 

1.  "  Elementary  Lessons,"  finished  and  reviewed. 

2.  *'  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons,^'  as  far  as  Lot,"  including 
the  **  Life  of  Joseph,"  and  reviewed. 

3.  Arithmetic.  Most  of  them  are  acquainted  vrith  addition 
and  multiplication.   Some  with  subtraction. 

4.  Composition.  Sentences,  original  and  model,  written  on 
small  and  large  slates,  and  also  spelled  on  the  fingers.  Short 
stories  or  narratives,  given  in  signs  by  the  teacher,  and  writ- 
ten by  the  scholar.  Charts  of  different  constructions  in  gram- 
matical symbols  are  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  school-room  for 
reference. 

5.  Questions  and  answers.   Considerable  attention  is  given 
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to  this,  in  order  that  the  pupils  may,  to  some  extenf,  converse 
mth  their  friends  al  home  during  the  coming  vacation. 

6.  Penmanship.    Crayon  and  pen  exercises. 

7.  Sign  language.  Used  in  translating  what  they  read  or 
write,  to  show  that  they  understand  the  same. 

CLASS  n. — TArGHT  BY  WILLIS  HUBBAT.D. 

Hoys. 

Henry  M.  George,  3  years. 
Lewis  C.  Sickels,  3  " 
Edmund  Hare,      6  " 
Chas.  H.  Harris,    1  " 
Eber  Thomas  5 
Hiram  H.  Cheseboro,  5  years. 
Alfred  Morehouse,     7  " 
David  S.  Rector,  2 
Halsey  J.  Wilbur,      3  " 
John  B.  Mead,  3  « 

Clarence  Sanford,      3  *' 

Girls, 

Hannah  Hendrixson,  4  years:. 
Susan  Smith,  4  « 

Cornelia  J.  Drum,       4  " 
Celia  L.  Harris,         4  " 
Sarah  Chapman,  3 
Melina  Herrick,  6  *' 

Polly  Croy,  4  " 

Ella  C.  Lane,  4  " 

Boyp,  11;  Girls,  8;— Total  19. 

This  class  is  somewhat  mixed,  the  members  having  been 
under  instraction  for  periods  ranging  from  one  to  seven  years^ 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  figures  following  their  names;  bub  the. 
regular  standing  of  the  class  is  three  years. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Dr.  Peet's  Part  IIL  The  class  have  gone  over  and  re- 
viewed 55  pages  of  this  book,  embracing  the  History  of  Man 
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from  the  Cradle  to  the  Grave,  sentences  containing  familiar 
words  and  phrases,  the  comparison  of  adjectives,  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  different  classes  of  animals. 

2.  Aiithmetic.  Exercises  in  addition,  subtraction,  maltipli- 
cation,  and  simple  division. 

3.  Grammar.  The  pupils  have  had  frequent  exercises  in 
writing  sentences  from  symbols,  and  most  of  them  are  able  to 
construct  original  sentences  of  every  form  on  the  chart 

4.  Composition.  They  have  of ten^  written  short  narratives^ 
both  from  signs  and  observation,  and  sentences  on  given  words 
from  the  text-books.    They  have  written  letters  monthly. 

6.  Scripture  Lessons,  from  section  III  to  XIII,  and  reviewed. 

CLASS  I. — TiTJGHT  BY  W.  L,  M.  BREQ. 

Boys, 

Richard  B.  Eeasner,  1  year. 
William  J.  Mellon,  6  years. 
Samuel  J.  Hoxie,  7  years. 
John  J.  Buchanan,  4  years. 
Henry  W.  Seitz,  1  years. 
Allie  W.  Hamilton,  6  years. 
Willie  M.  Allman,  4  yenrs. 
Charles  Rooks,  5  years. 

Qirh. 

Gelestia  Simmons,  5  years. 
Laura  A.  Clough,  7  years. 
Mary  A.  Wesley,  3  years. 
Anna  A.  Hyland^  1  year. 
Amanda  M.  Clancy,  1  years. 
Amelia  C.  Cobb,  6  years. 
Ella  L.  Buchanan,  4  years. 
Sarah  H.  De  Mott,  8  years. 
Mary  E.  Phelps,  4  years. 
Julia  A.  Chase,  4  years. 
Isora  A.  Pixley,  4  years. 
Amelia  Clough,  5  years. 
Boys,  8;  Girls,  12;— -Total,  20. 
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The  class  has  been  under  iustruclion  for  a  period  varying 
from  one  to  eight  years,  as  shown  by  the  figures  following  the 
names. 

8TUDIIS. 

Daring  the  year  the  class  has  gone  through  the  following 
programme : 

1.  Quackenbos*  History  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
gone  over  and  reviewed  fifty-five  pages,  embracing  the  ideas 
of  people  four  hundred  years  ago  as  to  the  shape  of  the  earth; 
the  Discovery  of  America  by  Columbus;  his  trials;  other  Eng- 
lish, Spanish  and  Frenrh  discoveries;  description  of  the  Amer- 
ican Indians;  settlements  of  Jamestown,  of  New  York,  of 
Plymouth,  and  other  New  England  States;  the  Pequod  war; 
settlements  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  New  Jersey. 

2.  Bobinson's  Arithmetic-  Previous  knowledge  of  addition, 
subtraction,  multiplication  and  divigion,  has  been  reviewed. 
Common  fractions,  including  defiflitioiis,  notation  and  numera- 
tion, the  reduction  cf  fractions,  addition  of  fractions,  subtrac- 
tion of  fractions,  multiplication  of  fractions,  and  division  of 
fractions. 

3.  Composition.  Exercises  in  letter  writing  every  third 
week,  in  writing  stories  from  signs,  in  writing  sentences  illus- 
trative of  words  and  phrases  taken  from  the  text  books  used, 
and  in  copying  Sabbath  Chapel  Lectures  once  a  week. 

4.  Peet*s  Part  III.  Chapters  on  comparison  of  adjectives* 
and  on  the  development  of  verbs,  and  on  the  months. 

5.  Grammar.  This  exercise  is  illustrated  and  explained  in 
connection  wilh  the  daily  school  exercises.  Analysis  of  sen- 
tences, writing  from  symbolic  formulas,  and  exercises  on  the 
relative  pronoun  and  the  infinitive  mood. 

6.  The  Bible.  In  addition  to  the  Scripture  Lessons,"  fin- 
ished in  February,  the  following  lessons  have  been  given  to 
the  class,  according  to  "  Lessons  for  every  Sucday  in  the  year 
from  the  four  Gospels,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  and  have 
been  studied  in  the  New  Testament: 

1.  The  Angels  at  Bethlehem, 


60 


BIENNIAL  BEPORT  OP  THE  ASYLUM 


2.  The  "visit  of  the  Magians. 

3.  Chrisfc  at  12  years  of  age. 

4.  John  the  Baptiat's  Mission. 

5.  Christ's  Temptation. 

6.  The  interview  with  Nicodemus. 

7.  Christ  equal  with  the  Father. 

8.  The  doctrine  of  the  Sabbath- 

9.  The  parable  of  the  Sower. 

10.  The  Commission  of  the  Twelve  Apostles. 

11.  The  Death  of  John  the  Baptist. 

Intellectual  Department  far  the  Blind, 

TAUGHT        MBS.  O.  V.  A.  BBOWN. 

Boys. 

Evan  J.  Poor,  2  years. 
Wm.  McClumpha,  1  year. 
Henry  St.  Lawrence,  2  years. 
Benj.  Cook,  4  years. 
'  Jacob  Everhart,  2  years. 
Seth  Knapp,  2  years. 
Frank  Knapp,  1  year. 
Oscar  Raein,  2  years. 

QirU 

Mary  Reed,  7  years. 
Cecilia  Gore,  6  years. 
Elizabeth  Jones,  3  years. 
Beatta  Briggs,  3  years. 
Florence  Hunn,  2  years. 
Louisa  Smith,  1  year. 
Amelia  Bradley,  1  year. 
Melinda  Murphy,  3  years. 
Ellen  Cutler,  3  years. 
Elizabeth  Sweetland,  2  years. 
Laura  Carl,  2  years. 
Boys,  8;  Girls,  11;— Total,  19. 
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1 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  arrange  the  pupils  in  classes 
accordicg  to  their  advancement;  yet  to  some  extent  it  has 
been  impossible,  as  there  are  no  two  pupils  of  equal  advance- 
ment among  the  older  classes.  The  classification  of  the 
younger  pupils  is  much  better. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Arithmetic.  Five  of  the  older  pupils  have,  duriDg  the 
year,  finished  and  reviewed  Robinson's  Mental  Arithmetic. 

2.  The  remainder  of  the  older  pupils  have  been  through 
fractions  in  the  same  arithmetic. 

3.  The  younger  class  have  been  through  the  Fundamental 
Principles  of  Robinson's  Primary  Mental  Arithmetic. 

4.  Geography.  The  older  class  have  finished  and  reviewed 
through  to  Asia  in  Mitchell's  Higher  Geography. 

5.  The  younger  class  in  Geography  have  finished  and  re- 
viewed through  to  South  America,  in  Mitchell's  Primary 
Geography. 

6.  History.  The  class  have  heard  read  "  Hume's  History  of 
England,"  and  have  reviewed  the  same  by  questions  on  all  the 
important  events  in  each  reign. 

7.  Grammar.  This  class  have  studied  Green's  Introduction, 
and  Brown's  Grammar  through  to  False  Syntax. 

8.  Spelling.  This  class  have  studied  through  the  1st  Vol.  of 
"Dictionary  for  the  Blind ^"  also,  part  of  the  2d,  taking  them 
through  the  "g's." 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS 
In  Attendance  since  the  Publication  of  the  Last  Report. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


William  L.  AUman,  St.  Joseph. 

Luna  Alway,   Lenawee. 

John  Ansbrow,  Genesee. 

John  J.  Buchanan,  St.  J oseph. 

Ellen  Buchanan,   " 

Gaylerd  P.  Bonney,  Lenawee. 

Sarah  Barger,  Isabella. 

^  Margaret  Beasley,  Wayne. 

^rVelina  Buttolph,  Oakland. 

\i  Amanda  Clancy,  Hillsdale. 

3  Amelia  Cobb,    Washtenaw. 

Ellen  Alice  Clarks,  Wayne. 

Laura  Clough,  Shiawassee. 

Amelia  Clough,   " 

^  James  R.  Crawford,  St.  Clair. 

'  Emma  Cranson,  Washtenaw. 

^  Hiram  Cheseboro,  Jackson. 

Julia  Chase,   Hillsdale. 

Polly  Croy,  Muskegon. 

Sarah  Chapman,   Lapeer. 

\  John  Murray  Collard,  Niagara,  N.  Y. 

xjMargaret  Connelly,   Wayne. 

Aldareth  A.  Cole,  c  Oakland. 

Alfred  Cole,  

Thomas  Callahan,  Wayne. 

Sarah  De  Mott,  Genesee. 

Cornelia  J.  Drum,  Genesee. 

^)  Matilda  Dolsen,  Bay. 
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V  Frances  Marion  DeFoe,  Oakland, 

V  Cornelia  DeValJ,  Allegan. 

Frederick  Don  Pierre,  Wayne. 

Frank  Eggleston,  St  Clair. 

Henry  F.  Eberly,  Jackson. 

,  Anna  Maria  Furgeson,  Hillsdale. 

Silas  Franklin,  Genesee. 

Genevieve  Fernette,  ,  Wayne. 

Henry  Frederick,  Marquette. 

John  Gunn,  Wayne. 

Henry  M.  George,  Wayne. 

Ransom  A.  Goodell,  Jackson. 

Eliza  A.  Green,.  Sanilac. 

George  W.  Holland,  Hillsdale. 

Anna  Rebecca  Hyland,  

/  Louisa  Harwood,  „ . . . .  Macomb. 

Samuel  J.  Hoxie,  Oakland. 

V  Alpbonso  Hamilton,  »  Genesee. 

V  Edmund  Hare,  Montcalm. 

V  Edgar  Harris,  Clinton. 

\  Melina  Herrick,  Van  Buren. 

...  Hannah  Hendrixson,  Allegan. 

Celia  L.  Harris,  Van  Buren. 

Josiah  Hamblin,   ;  St.  Clair. 

Charles  Wesley  Hunter,  Lenawee. 

Joseph  Halifax,  Jackson. 

John  Hartman,  ,  Wayne. 

Charles  Harris,  Shiawassee. 

Martha  Jane  Hitchcock,  Genesee. 

Coenburg  Hess,  ,  Tuscola. 

^  Marcus  Kerr,  Jackson. 

Giles  Kirk,  Berrien. 

'  Ella  Lane,  Monroe. 

Mary  Loury,  Saginaw. 

Emma  Lambert,  Tuscola 

Martha  J ane  Loranger,  Monroe. 
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Francis  R.  Lor  anger,  Wayne. 

s  William  Mellon,  Wayne. 

V  Alfred  Morehouse,  St.  Clair. 

\  Eva  Miller,  Allegan. 

Harriet  Miller,  Monroe. 

,  Lewis  Miller,  Barry. 

Eliza  Morehouse,  Clinton. 

John  B.  Mead,  Kent. 

Charles  M.  Mead,  Wayne. 

Levi  Murray,  Calhoun. 

WiUiam  McNeill,  Bay. 

Ann  McNeill,  Bay. 

Mary  McNeill,  Bay. 

Deborah  Arabel  McCave,  =  .Ingham. 

Susan  Nowlen,  Wayne. 

William  E.  Northrop,  Wayne. 

Albertus  Overshire,  Eaton. 

^  Jane  Palmanteer,  Branch. 

V  Mary  J.  Palmer,  Kent. 

Mary  E.  Phelps,  Genesee. 

Isora  A.  Pixley,  Branch. 

Ida  Phanburn,  Genesee. 

John  Pierson,  Jackson. 

Clarrissa  A.  Penn,  Shiawassee. 

Lucy  Parr,  Gratiot. 

Chas.  W.  Rooks,  Branch. 

Augustus  Rees,    Wayne. 

David  Sidney  Rector,  Berrien. 

Richard  Reasner,  Oakland. 

Jessie  C.  Richardson,  Saginaw. 

Horace  Snook,  Barry. 

Mile  Sharpsteen,  Kalamazoo. 

^  Henry  Seitz,  Wayne, 

<  George  Storms,  Washtenaw. 

Celestia  Simmons,  Monroe. 
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V  Susan  Smith,  Branch. 

^^./  Ehiora  Sisson,  »  Kent. 

Clarence  Sanford,  Jackson. 

Rush  Sherman,  ^  Calhoun. 

Adaline  A.  Spencer,  Calhoun. 

Lewis  Sickels,  Lapeer. 

Eva  Eudora  Smith,  Oakland. 

Hannah  Smith,  Oakland. 

James  St.  John,  Barry. 

Delos  A.  Simpson,  Livingston. 

^  Adelia  R.  Thomas,  ,  Kent. 

Mary  E.  Thomas,  Genesee. 

y^  Eber  Thomas,   " 

-  Josephine  Thomas,  Van  Buren. 

^  William  A.  Thayer,  Branch. 

V  William  Urch,  Oakland. 

V  Edward  Van  Damme,  Wayne. 

-  Polly  Weinberg,  St.  Joseph. 

Halsey  J.  Wilbur,  Genesee. 

Marcella  Wilcox,   " 

Harriet  M.  Walter,   .  Oakland. 

Mary  Wesley,   " 

J  Edgar  Williams,  Genesee. 

Remus  Wright,  Macomb. 

Alexa  Maria  Windiate,  Oakland. 

Deaf  and  Dumb,  124. 

BLIND. 

Beatta  Briggs,  Wayne. 

Laura  Berry,  Ionia. 

Amelia  Bradley,  Hillsdale. 

Benjamin  Cook,  Oakland. 

Ellen  Cutler,  Tuscola. 

Laura  Carl,  Genesee. 

'  Jacob  Everhart^  Monroe. 

Mary  Friar,  ^. . .  Wayne. 
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''Cecelia  Gore,  .Wayne. 

Ann  Griffin,  " 

V  James  Oliver  Holdstock,  Jackson. 

Florence  Hunn,   '* 

Norris  Hubbard,  Inghilm. 

Elizabeth  Jones,  Cass. 

Seth  Eoe  Knapp,  Genesee. 

Frank  Knapp,   " 

Emma  J.  Lake,  Saginaw, 

William  McClumpha,  Wayne. 

Sarah  E.  McClumpha,   " 

^'^  Evan  J.  Poor,  Calhoun. 

Mary  Ann  Keed,  Washtenaw. 

Oscar  Easin,  Genesee. 

Henry  St.  Lawrence,  Wayne. 

Mary  Louisa  Smith,   " 

John  P.  Smith,  Ionia. 

James  Henry  Sheppard,  Wayne. 

Ruthie  S.  Sprague,  Eaton. 

Lucy  J.  Wood,  Lenawee. 


Blind — 28;  whole  number,  152. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 


Ist.  The  MicLigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the 
Blind,  is  free  to  all  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  in  the  State, 
between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-five  years,  who  possess  a 
good  natural  intellect,  a  good  moral  character,  and  have  no 
contagious  disease.  All  such  are  entitled  to  an  education 
without  charge  for  board  or  tuition. 

2d.  Application  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the 
Principal  of  the  Institution,  stating  the  name,  age  and  resi- 
dence of  such  pupils. 

3d.  The  regular  time  of  admission  is  at  the  close  of  the 
vacation,  which  extends  from  the  last  Wednesday  in  June  to 
the  second  Wednesday  in  September.  No  pupils  will  be 
received  at  any  other  time,  except  in  extraordinary  cases. 

4th.  Parents  and  guardians  must  provide  suitable  clothing 
for  pupils,  and  pay  their  traveling  expenses. 

5th.  Pupils'  clothing  must  have  the  name  written  in  full, 
with  durable  ink. 

6th.  The  Institution  will  not  hold  itself  bound  to  receive  any 
not  embraced  in  the  above  rules,  but  may  do  so  at  discretion. 
Nor  will  any  person  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  con- 
firmed immoral  character,  be  knowingly  received  into  the  Insti- 
tution; and  in  case  any  pupil  shall,  after  a  fair  trial,  prove  in- 
competent for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to  the  whole- 
some regulations  of  the  Institution,  such  pupil  will  thereupon 
be  expelled. 

7th.  It  is  important  that  all  of  the  pupils  of  each  year  should 
be  present  at  the  commencement  of  the  school  session,  and 
remain  until  its  close.  This  will  therefore  be  required  of  them, 
unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  other  emergency. 
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8th.  Should  any  question  arise  as  to  the  admission  of  any 
individual,  the  Board  of  Trustees  reserve  to  themselves  a 
discretionary  power  to  receive  or  reject  the  application. 

In  the  case  of  each  pupil  entering  the  Institution,  it  is  de- 
sirable to  obtain  written  answers  to  the  following  questions. 
Particular  attention  to  this  subject  is  requested : 

1st.  What  is  the  name  of  the  individual  ?  If  he  has  a  mid- 
dle name,  it  should  be  given  in  full. 

2d.  When  was  he  born  ?  Give  the  year,  month,  and  day  of 
the  month. 

3d.  Was  he  born  deaf  or  blind  ?  and  if  so,  was  there  any 
cause  which  is  supposed  to  have  operated  before  his  birth  ? 
If  not,  at  what  age  did  he  lose  his  hearing  or  sight,  and  by 
what  disease  or  accident  ? 

4th.  Is  the  deafness  or  blindness  total  or  partial  ?  If  the 
latter,  what  is  the  degree  of  hearing  or  seeing  ?  Can  he 
distinguish  ?  If  deaf,  can  he  distinguish  any  spoken  words  ? 
or  hear  the  human  voice  at  all  ?  or  what  voices  can  he  hear  ? 

5th.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  remove  the  deafness 
or  blindness?  and  what  are  the  results  of  such  efforts? 

6th.  Is  there,  if  deaf,  any  ability  to  articulate,  or  read  on 
the  lips? 

^Zth.  Have  any  attempts  been  made  to  communicate  instruc- 
tion, and  is  he  acquainted  with  any  trade  or  art  ?  or  with  the 
mode  of  forming  letters  with  a  pen  ? 

8th.  Is  he  laboring  under  any  bodily  infirmity,  such  as  palsy 
nervous  trembling,  malformation  of  the  limbs,  defective  vision 
(if  deaf  and  dumb,)  or  does  he  show  any  signs  of  mental  ^ 
imbecility  or  idiocy  ? 

9th.  Are  there  any  cases  of  deafness  or  blindness  in  the 
same  family,  or  among  the  collateral  branches  of  kindred  ?  and 
how  and  when  produced  ? 

10th.  What  are  the  names,  occupation  and  residence  (near- 
est postoffice,)  of  the  parents?  Give  the  christian  name  of 
both  father  and  mother. 
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11th.  Is  either  of  the  parents  deadV  If  so,  ha^  a  second 
connection  been  formed  by  marriage  ? 

12th.  Was  there  any  relationship  or  consanguiiiity  between 
the  parents  previous  to  marriage  ?   Were  they  cousins  ? 

13th.  What  are  the  number  and  names  of  their  children  ? 

By  order  or  the  Board  oe  Trustees. 
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OF  THE 

MICHIGAN  ASYLUM 

FOR   THE   EDUCATION   OF  THE 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  THE  BLIND,  AT  FLINT, 

FOR  THE  YEARS  1867  AND  1868. 


BY  AUTHORITY. 


LANSING; 
JOHN  A.  KERR  &  CO.,  PRINTERS  TO  THE  STATE. 
1868. 


OFFICEKS. 


BOARD     OF  trustees: 

Hon.  DANIEL  L.  CASE,    .     .  President. 

Hon.  JAMES  B.  WALKER,    .     Treas'r  and  Building  Com'b. 

Dr.  GEORGE  W.  FISH,     .     .  Secretary. 


EGBERT  L.  BANGS,  A.  M.,  .  .  .  .  Principal. 
Mrs.  Z.  K.  DeMOTT,  Matron. 


TEACHERS  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB: 

WM.  L.  M.  BREG,  Miss  EMMA  A.  PETRIE, 

THOMAS  L.  BROWN,  WM.  S.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  L.  BEOCKETT,  A.  M.,  WM.  L.  BRENNAN, 

P.  N.  NICOLES,  LOUIS  D.  POMEROY,  A.  B. 
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TEACHERS  OF  THE  BLIND: 

Miss  S.  M.  HOAGLAND,  Intellectual  Bepartment. 
Miss  SARAH  E.  LeROY,  Piano  and  Vocal  Music. 
Prof.  JULIUS  RICE,  Violin. 
Prof.  J.  HENRY  GARDNER,  Brass  Instruments. 


REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  Honorable  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 
The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  respectfully  submit  to 
your  Honorable  body,  their  Biennial  Report  for  the  years  1867 
and  1868. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Institution  has  suffered 
a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  two  members  of  the  Board,  the 
Hon.  Benjamin  Pierson  and  the  Hon.  John  P.  LeRoy.  These 
gentlemen  had  been  for  many  years  identified  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  Institution,  having  devoted  their  best 
energies  to  its  prosperity  throughout  nearly  all  its  history. 

Those  of  us  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  fill  the  vacancies 
thus  created,  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position,  hoping  to  make  up  in  some  degree  for  our  lack  of 
experience,  by  an  earnest  devotion  to  the  interests  thus,  in  part, 
committed  to  our  charge. 

We  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  the 
Acting  Commissioner,  (the  Hon.  J.  B.  Walker),  who  has  been 
ever  ready  to  afford  such  information  and  assistance  as  has 
made  us  familiar  with  the  business  of  the  Institution,  thus 
making  our  duties  much  h'ghter  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  been.  A  careful  review^  of  all  the  departments  of  the  In- 
stitution during  the  time  covered  by  this  report,  cannot  fail  to 
satisfy  all  parties  interested,  that  the  high  position  formerly 
conceded  to  it  has  been  fully  maintained.  We  take  pride  in 
saying  thus  officially,  that  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  judge 
from  a  somewhat  extended  examination  into  the  contlition  of 
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similar  institutions  in  other  States,  it  is  our  conviction  that  our 
Institution  is  already  in  a  condition  to  compare  favorably  with 
any  other  in  the  land,  and  is  in  many  respects  superior  to  those 
that  we  have  been  able  to  acquaint  ourselves  with. 

The  judgment  of  those  who  located  the  buildings  m  their 
present  commanding  and  salubrious  position,  is  fully  vindi- 
cated by  the  entire  absence  of  malarious  or  other  endemic 
diseases.  There  has  been  almost  uninterrupted  good  health 
among  all  those  connected  with  the  Institution. 

Under  the  judicious  management  of  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Z.  K. 
DeMott,  cleanliness  and  good  order  have  been  maintained. 

The  attending  Physician,  Dr.  Daniel  Clark,  has  been  faithful 
and  efficient  in  his  attendance  and  sanitary  directions.  The 
health  and  uniform  cheerfulness  of  the  pupils  have  been  most 
satisfactory.  It  is  doubtful  whether  a  happier  company  of 
youth  can  be  found  in  any  of  our  schools  than  is  presented  by 
these  unfortunate  children  of  silence  and  darkness. 

The  examination  of  the  classes  in  their  various  studies  has 
been  most  satisfactory,  giving  assurance  that  the  Principal,  as 
well  as  Teachers,  are  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
their  high  trusts.  The  pupils  seem  anxious  to  improve,  and 
are  developing  into  a  highly  promising  class  of  students. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ  two  new  teachers  for 
the  year  now  just  (commenced,  and  we  have  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  raise  the  salaries  of  two  others,  who  have  been  for 
some  time  employed.  We  can  only  retain  first-class,  experi- 
enced teachers  by  paying  them  as  liberal  salaries  as  their  ser- 
vices will  command  in  other  institutions.  We  have  therefore 
recommended  such  compensation  to  teachers  as  will  secure  to 
the  Institution  the  best  order  of  talent 

The  present  term,  which  commenced  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, opens  with  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  over  any 
previous  year,  and  we  anticipate  a  commensurate  increase  of 
interest  and  prosperity  in  the  school  in  all  its  classes. 

Mrs.  G.  V.  H.  Brown  having  resigned  her  position  as  teacher 
in  the  intellectual  department  of  the  Blind,  her  place  has  been 
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supplied  by  tlie  employment  of  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hoagland,  who 
is  giving  entire  satisfaction. 

Most  of  the  Blind  pupils  are  fond  of  musi(;,  and  it  is  a  source 
of  great  enjoyment  to  them.  They  acquire  the  rules  and  be- 
come proficient  in  })ractice  as  readily  as  almost  any  class  of 
students.  We  are  strongly  impressed  Avith  the  importance 
of  cultivating  this  department  of  our  Institution  so  as  to  give 
it  prominence.  The  time  spent  l)y  the  Blind  in  this  delightful 
employment  is  far  from  lost. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  other  portion  of  school  time  prom- 
ises more  for  the  future  usefulness  and  happiness  of  the  pupils. 

^liss  Lelioy  and  the  other  teacljers  are  doing  all  that  can  be 
expected  with  the  means  afforded  them. 

A  good  deal  of  improvement  should  be  made  during  the 
year. 

New  instruments,  such  as  pianos,  horns,  violins,  tS:c.,  should 
be  provided,  and  we  hope  to  place  the  department  under  the 
(control  of  one  teacher  competent  to  direct  all  branches  of  in- 
struction in  music.  For  further  suggestions  upon  this  subject, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  very  able  report  of  Prof.  I.  0. 
Y.  Wheat,  who,  as  committee  on  music,  examined  the  musical 
department  at  the  close  of  the  last  tenn. 

The  subjec;t  of  teaching  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  to  articulate  has 
of  late  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest  among  those  engaged  in 
educating  this  class,  and  we  have  deemed  it  so  important  as  to 
warrant  us  in  recommending  the  employment  of  a  teacher  for 
that  purpose.  For  the  present,  this  may  be  regarded  as  an 
experiment.  The  teacher,  Mr.  Brockett,  is  encouraged  to  be- 
lieve that  his  labors  wiU  be  successful.  We  ])eg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  Principal,  Mr.  Bangs,  upon  this  subject, 
with  whose  suggestions  we  agree  in  tlie  main. 

Heretofore,  pupils  leaving  tbis  Institution,  having  gone 
through  the  course  of  instruction  given  liere,  have  been 
obliged  to  attend  other  schools  of  the  kind  for  several  years, 
to  acquire  a  higher  standard  than  could  be  attained  here. 

We  would  earnestly  recommend  tlie  formation  of  additional 
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and  higher  classes,  and  an  extension  of  time  by  the  addition  of 
two  or  three  years  to  the  course  of  study,  so  that  our  pupils 
may  have  every  advantage  afforded  by  any  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  country. 

The  moral,  intellectual  and  religious  improvement  made  by 
the  pupils,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fitness  of  the  Principal 
for  the  imj^ortant  position  he  occupies.  The  Teachers  are 
every  way  satisfactory,  and  the  Institution  is  doicg  a  noble 
work,  and  may  be  said  to  be  an  honor  to  the  State. 

In  expending  the  appropriation  made  by  the  last  Legislature, 
the  grounds  have  been  greatly  improved;  a  substantial  and 
commodious  brick  barn  has  been  completed;  a  fine  two-story 
brick  building  has  been  put  up  to  be  used  as  shops  for  the 
pupils  in  acquiring  trades;  the  west  wing  of  the  main  build- 
ing has  been  comj^leted  so  as  to  be  occupied,  and  a  vast  amount 
of  other  work  has  been  done,  which  is  more  fully  particularized 
in  the  report  of  the  Acting  Commissioner. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  the  pupils  of  this  Institution 
should,  in  addition  to  the  usual  course  of  mental  training, 
receive  instruction  in  some  useful  trade,  so  that  when  they 
go  out  from  school  to  mingle  with  their  fellow-men,  they  may 
be  prepared  to  become  independent  and  self-sustaining  citizens. 

Our  new  building,  when  completed,  will  give  us  room  to 
commence  such  a  course.  Other  room  will  be  necessary  before 
the  system  can  be  put  into  complete  operation. 

Tools  and  machinery  for  the  shops  will  have  to  be  provided. 
Mechanics  must  be  employed  to  instruct  the  pupils  in  the  va- 
rious mechanical  arts;  and  material  will  have  to  be  furnished 
to  stock  the  shops  before  the  building  can  be  made  available 
for  the  j)urpose  for  which  it  is  designed. 

We  look  to  the  Legislature  for  a  liberal  appropriation  to 
enable  us  to  carry  into  successful  operation  this  most  desirable 
enterprise. 

We  also  ask  for  an  increased  appropriation  to  provide  for  a 
larger  number  of  pupils  than  have  ever  before  been  in  attend- 
ance, the  present  number  being  140. 
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You  will  also  see  the  necessity  of  an  additional  amount  to 
pay  new  teachers,  as  well  as  the  increased  salaries  of  some  of 
the  old  ones. 

Books,  maps,  slates,  and  other  school  apparatus,  must  be  pro- 
vided to  meet  the  increasing  wants  of  the  school,  and  a  number 
of  new  musical  instruments  should  be  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  Blind  who  are  learning  music. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  come  when  every  considera- 
tion of  economy  demands  the  appropriation  by  the  Legislature 
of  a  sufficient  sum  to  finish  up  the  front  of  the  main  building. 
The  room  is  already  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
school,  and  the  number  of  pupils  is  increasing  every  year.  The 
building  has  stood  so  long  in  its  unfinished  state  that  it  begins 
to  show  signs  of  decay. 

We  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  a  liberal  api:)roj)riation 
for  this  object.  It  is  very  desirable  that  our  noble  Institution, 
second  to  none  in  this  country,  should  continue  to  receive  the 
liberal  encouragement  of  the  Legislature.  "We  are  not  unmind- 
ful that  the  burden  of  taxation  falls  somewhat  heavily  upon  the 
people  of  the  State.  We  believe,  however,  that  the  tax-payers, 
if  consulted,  would  be  the  last  to  advise  retrenchment  by  with- 
holding the  means  required  to  place  our  educational  interests 
on  a  permanent  foundation,  especially  those  that  promise  bo 
much  unmixed  good  to  the  unfortunate  class  of  persons  who 
receive  instruction  here. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  take  pleasure  in  expressing  our 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  Principal  and  the  excellent  corps  of 
Teachers,  all  of  whom  are  accomplishing  a  most  gratifying  work. 
The  Matron  is  also  doing  her  x^art  satisfactorily  to  all  parlies- 

The  Institution  is,  we  believe,  a  success  in  every  respect,  and 
an  honor  to  our  young  and  prosperous  State,  and  we  commend 
it  to  your  fostering  care. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  L.  CASE, 
J.  B.  WALKER, 
GEO.  W.  FISH, 
December  1st,  1868.  Trustees. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ACTING  COMMISSIONER. 


To  the  Board  of  Tru4eeH  of  iJw.  Michigan  Jndilulion  for  Edu- 
cating the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind : 
Gentlemen — In  commencing  this,  my  eighth  Biennial  Report 
to  your  Honorable  body,  it  is  but  proper  that  I  should  refer 
briefly  to  the  changes  that  have  occ  urred  in  the  Board  since 
my  last  report.    It  is  now  nearly  sixteen  years  since  I  was 
appointed  one  of  the  "Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan 
Asylums."    This  Board  consisted  of  five  members,  and  upon 
it  devolved  the  duty  of  organizing  and  commencdng  and  man- 
aging both  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  Kalamazoo,  and  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  at  Flint,  which 
duties  were  perfomied  by  said  Board  until  the  year  1857,  when 
a  separate  Board  was  appointed  for  each  of  the  above  named 
Institutions.    The  Board  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the 
Blind  Asylum  was  made  to  consist  of  three  members,  who 
were  to  hold  their  offices  respectively  two,  four  and  six  years. 
At  that  time  Benjamin  Pierson  was  appointed  for  two  years, 
John  P.  LeRoy  for  four  years,  and  myself  for  six  years.  By 
reappointment,  as  our  several  terms  expired,  we  all  retained 
our  places  on  the  Boai'd  until  July,  1867,  when  we  were  all 
together  at  our  quarterly  meeting,  and  with  everj'  prospect 
before  us  that  we  should  have  many  such  meetings  in  the 
future.    But  few  days  elapsed,  however,  before  they  were  both 
removed  by  death.    And  in  this  connection  I  desire  to  say  what 
is  l)ut  just  to  them:  that  in  all  my  intercourse  with  them  as 
members  of  this  Board,  our  relations  were  of  the  most  friendly 
and  cordial  kind.    Although  not  as  intimately  connected  with 
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the  every  day  wants  and  cares  connected  with  the  Institution 
as  myself,  yet  I  ever  found  them  possessing  a  deep  interest  in 
its  welfare,  and  always  ready  to  cooperate  in  any  and  all  efforts 
and  measures  for  its  prosperity  and  well  being. 

The  Legislature  of  18G7  made  various  appropriations  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Institution;  and  the  money  thus  appropriated 
has  been  expended  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  act  making 
the  appropriations,  and  the  work  as  nearly  completed  as  prac- 
ticable during  the  time  it  has  been  in  progress.  As  has  been 
usual,  the  appropriations  for  building  purposes  and  improve- 
ments were  based  upon  taxes  to  be  collected,  and  not  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  until  so  collected.  The  result  is,  that 
no  money  can  be  drawn  upon  such  appropriations  until  the 
next  year  after  the  appropriation  is  made,  thus  making  it  nec- 
essary to  do  all  the  work  in  one  year,  thereby  increasing  the 
expense  of  the  work,  as  a  portion  of  it  must  necessarily  be  done 
in  short  days  and  cold  weather. 

The  west  wing  of  the  building,  (for  finishing  which  an  appro- 
priation was  made,)  is  nearly  completed,  and  has  been  occujiied 
by  the  pupils  most  of  the  time  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  term. 

From  experience  in  use  of  the  east  wing  after  its  completion, 
it  was  found  that  the  water  arrangements  were  entirely  inade- 
quate. Additional  tanks  were  needed,  as  well  as  additional 
facilities  for  procuring  water.  It  was  found  that  whUe  making 
water  connections  and  arrangements  for  the  west  wing,  it  would 
be  much  cheaper  in  the  end  to  make  such  arrangements,  and 
carry  them  out  on  such  a  ecale  as  would  not  only  supply  the 
west  wing,  but  also  the  east  wing  and  the  front  building;  and 
it  was  also  found  that,  at  comparatively  small  expense,  connec- 
tions and  arrangements  could  be  made,  that  with  the  aid  of  the 
steam  engine  and  an  extra  pump,  we  could  have  what  would  be 
better  for  us  than  a  steam  fire  engine,  and  be  able  without  ex- 
pense, to  extinguish  fire  in  any  part  of  the  building  almost 
instantly.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  make  such  arrange- 
ments, and  they  are  all  now  complete  and  in  working  order; 
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so  that  when  we  receive  the  hose  (which  is  on  the  way  from 
Boston),  we  can  throw  a  stream  of  water  upon  any  part  of  the 
Asylum  buildings,  engine  and  boiler  house,  barn,  shop,  and 
wood-pile. 

Seven  capacious  cisterns  have  also  been  made,  and  with  such 
pipe  and  pump  connections  with  each  other,  that  we  can  supply 
our  boilers  with  soft  water  a  great  proportion  of  the  time,  and 
thereby  save  the  enormous  expense  of  repairing  boilers  which 
we  have  hitherto  paid. 

A  good  brick  barn,  30x53  feet,  has  been  built,  with  root  cel- 
lar, and  basement  stable-room  for  four  horses  and  seven  cows; 
and  on  floor  above  are  carriage,  grain,  harness,  and  tool-rooms, 
and  hay-lofts  above. 

A  good  two-story  brick  shop,  32x83  feet,  has  also  been  built 
and  is  being  finished.  Several  out-buildings  have  also  been 
built. 

Some  grading  and  fencing  has  been  done,  and  much  more 
needs  to  be  done. 

The  facilities  for  cooking  were  found  to  be  too  limited,  and  a 
new  cooking-range  was  procured.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
renew,  to  a  great  extent,  our  stock  of  beds  and  bedding,  includ- 
ing one  hundred  and  forty  iron  bedsteads. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  financial  report,  it  will  be 
seen  that  all  the  money  appropriated  has  been  drawn  and  ex- 
pended, and  still  there  are  several  bills  for  labor  and  lumber 
yet  to  be  paid,  besides  the  expenses  of  the  current  quarter, 
which  must  be  paid  on  the  first  of  January  next. 

By  finishing  the  west  wing,  much  has  been  done  for  the  relief 
and  comfort  of  the  male  pupils.  But  there  yet  remains  one 
highly  important  work  undone :  the  main  front  building  of  the 
Institution  is  yet  unfinished.  It  stands  now  as  it  has  stood 
eight  or  ten  years,  appealing  to  the  Legislature  to  complete  the 
work  so  nobly  begun  and  so  long  delayed,  to  put  it  in  a  condi- 
tion to  take  its  place  in  making  the  whole  arrangement  complete. 

Until  this  front  building  is  finished,  Principal  and  family, 
teachers  and  others  must,  of  necessity,  occupy  school-rooms. 
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and  which  are  only  proper  for  school-rooms,  being  inconvenient, 
uncomfortable,  and  entirely  unfit  to  be  occupied  as  they  now 
are;  besides,  being  needed  for  school-rooms.  Domestics  are  now 
obliged  to  occupy  rooms  designed  and  needed  for  mechanical 
purposes,  and  until  they  can  be  thus  used,  some  of  the  most 
appropriate  kinds  of  mechanical  work  must  be  postponed. 
The  want  of  this  main  building  deranges  the  whole  plan  of 
the  Institution,  and  no  part  of  it  can  be  carried  on  in  the  per- 
fection, and  to  the  advantage  that  it  otherwise  could  be.  And 
every  person  connected  with  the  Institution,  in  whatever  capac- 
ity, feels,  and  suffers  from  the  want  of  this  work. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Legislature  soon  to  meet,  will  not 
allow  this  work  to  remain  any  longer  undone,  but  will  make 
such  appropriations  as  will  make  all  the  improvements  neces- 
sary to  place  the  Institution  at  the  head  of  kindred  institutions 
in  our  country,  and  make  it  the  pride  of  every  citizen  of  our 
State. 

J.  B.  WALKER, 

Acting  Commissioner, 
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FINANCE  REPORT. 


STATEMENT  of  Receipt  and  Expenditures  for  tJie  Michigan  Insti- 
tution for  educating  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  during  the  two 
fiscal  years,  commencing  December  Isf,  1866,  and  ending  November 


mh,  1868: 

RECEIVED. 

From  Asylimi  Fund,   122, 000  00 

"    General  Fund,   2,302  30 

For  Hides  sold,   15  43 

Insurance  Policy  canceled,   8  33 

"  Potatoes  sold,   40  50 

Pigs  sold,   11  57 

Board  and  Tuition  of  John  Collard,   150  00 

Of  Mrs.  G.  H.  Brown,  for  Board,   44  00 

$124,572  13 


PAYMENTS. 

Paid  indebtedness  as  per  last  report,   $8,174  08 


CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  lumber,  joiner  work  and  mason  work,  including  lime 

and  sand,   $18,198  94 

"    Team  work  and  labor,   10,08111 

"    Hardware,  castings  and  blacksmithing,   2,489  84 

"    Warming  and  ventilating  apparatus,   7,500  00 

*'    Plumbing,  water  tanks,  bath  tubs,  water  and  gas 

pipe,  pumps  and  extra  fittings  and  machinery,  ....  6,486  01 

"    Brick,   2,526  96 

"    Oil  and  paints,  painting  and  glazing,   2,409  77 

Transportation,   900  36 

Stone  sewer  pipe,   1,049  80 

Field  stones,   84  55 

"    Cut  stones,   137  86 

Marble  mantle  and  fireplace,   89  00 

$51,954  20 
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GENERAL  EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  provisions,  groceries,  fuel,  lights,  lamps,  &c.,   $31,306  93 

Engineer  and  assistant,  and  engine  and  boiler  rooms,  2,725  20 

"    Insurance  on  building,   1,012  05 

"    Maps,  slates,  stationery,  school  books  and  printing,  .  1,224  29 

"    Postage  and  revenue  stamps,   96  14 

"    Furniture  and  repairing,  beds  and  bedding,   4,85179 

Hay  and  feed,   1,478  00 

"    Seed,  labor  and  team  work  in  garden  and  field,   1,519  41 

"    Salaries  and  wages  of  officers  and  attendants  other 

than  Trustees,   10,598  03 

"    Salaries  and  expenses  of  Trustees,   2,284  05 

"    Physician  and  drugs,   587  54 

"    Laundry,  help  and  rooms,   1,113  20 

"    Transportation,   220  00 

"    Cooper  work,   9  50 

*'    Tuning  pianos,   12  00 

$59,038  58 


UNCLASSIFIED  EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  for  repairs  on  building,  fencing,  &c.,   $1,823  37 

Cows,   330  00 

**    Expenses  of  Committee  to  examine  Classes,   42  99 

"     Interest,  Discount  and  Exchange,   139  84 

**     Lumber  to  be  used  in  Cabinet  Shop,   977  17 

Band  Instruments  and  repairs,   25  25 

.  "     Sewing  Machine,   50  00 

"     Side-Walk,   242  19 

"     Lightning  Rods,   361  30 

"     Clocks,   43  1? 

Traveling  Expenses  of  Principal,   92  60 

Funeral  Expenses  of  Pupil,   17  50 

Cooking  Range,   500  00 

Span  of  Horses,   300  00 

"     Publishing  Annals  of  Deaf  and  Dumb,   12  50 

"    Miscellaneous  Expenses,   447  43 

$5,405  27 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Received  from  Asylum  fund,   $122,000  00 

"        General   "    2,302  30 

"         other  sources,   269  83 

Total  receipts   $124,572  13 


Paid  indebtedness  as  per  last  report,   $8,174  08 

"  construction  account,   51,954  20 

"  general  expense  account,   59,038  68 

unclassified  expenditures,   5,405  27 

Total  expenditures,   $124,572  13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen — In  reviewing  the  events  of  the  past  two  years, 
I  find  in  the  history  of  this  Institution  much  that  is  encour- 
aging. Such  Institutions  are  and  ought  to  be  less  subject  to 
great  fluctuations  in  the  number  of  attendants,  than  schools 
for  those  who  are  blessed  with  all  their  faculties.  Each  year 
should  exhibit  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils;  and  if  that 
increase  be  a  moderate,  but  at  the  same  time  a  steady  one,  it 
indicates  a  healthful  growth.  Such  has  been  the  case  with  us. 
When  our  term  closed  in  June,  1865,  there  were  in  attendance 
94  pupils.  In  June,  1866,  109  pupils.  In  June,  1867,  there 
were  116  pupils,  and  in  June,  1868,  there  were  119;  and  at 
the  date  of  this  report,  there  are  140. 

In  the  care  of  such  a  number  of  children,  there  is  perhaps 
no  one  thing  that  occasions  greater  solicitude  than  the  proper 
preservation  of  their  health.  We  have  not  been  exempt  from 
the  visitation,  both  of  sickness  and  of  death,  though  the  aver- 
age amount  of  sickness  has  certainly  not  exceeded  that  of  an 
equal  number  of  persons  taken  from  the  community  around 
us.  The  physical  wants  of  our  pupils  have  been  well  met  and 
faithfully  attended  to,  and  for  the  comfort  that  has  been  se- 
cured to  them  in  sickness,  and  for  the  attention  that  has  been 
paid  to  the  numberless,  and  oft  recurring  little  wants  of  children, 
both  the  pupils  and  their  friends  are  largely  indebted  to  Mrs. 
Z.  K.  DeMott,  the  excellent  Matron,  whose  exertions  in  their 
behalf  have  been  unremitting.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
term  ending  in  June,  1866,  a  young  man  of  very  feeble  health, 
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named  Josiah  Hainblin,  residing  in  Richmond,  Macomb  county, 
sickened  and  died.  His  remains  were  sent  to  liis  friends  by 
their  direction,  and  when  exposed  to  view,  disclosed  what 
had  not  even  been  suspected  here,  viz:  indications  of  varioloid. 
Not  long  after,  Levi  Murray,  a  deaf  and  dumb  pupil  was  taken 
sick,  and  his  case  soon  proved  to  be  the  small-pox.  He  was 
immediately  isolated  from  all  communication  with  any  one 
except  the  nurse  and  the  physician,  and  every  member  of 
the  family  was  vaccinated,  though  most  of  them  had  been 
vaccinated  before. 

After  a  sufiScient  time  had  elapsed,  to  render  it  safe  for  our 
pupils  to  return  home  without  danger  of  spreading  contagion, 
it  was  thought  best  to  close  the  school  a  few  days  in  advance  of 
the  regular  time  for  closing  it. 

The  customary  examinations  and  closing  exercises  for  that 
year  were  of  necessity  dispensed  with.  Fortunately,  there  was 
but  one  case — ^that  a  light  one  of  varioloid — that  occurred  after 
the  pupils  reached  their  homes.  The  only  other  case  of  death 
amoDg  the  pupils,  was  that  of  a  mulatto  girl,  named  Josephine 
Thomas,  who  died  of  consumption,  June  20th,  1868. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  during  the  vacation,  our  Insti- 
tution sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Benjamin  Pierson, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  shortly  after,  another 
not  less  severe,  in  the  death  of  John  P.  LeRoy,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board. 

As  this  communication,  though  addressed  to  tbe  present 
Board  of  Trustees,  may  yet  be  read  by  many  persons  interested 
in  the  Institution,  and  in  those  who,  while  living,  labored  so 
faithfully  for  its  prosperity,  it  seems  eminently  proper  to  place 
on  record  some  acknowledgment  of  the  long  and  valuable  ser- 
vices of  those  who  have  entered  into  their  rest.  Though  not 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  the  completion  of  an  Institution 
with  which  they  were  identified  from  its  beginning,  they  yet 
saw  in  its  increasing  prosperity  abundant  evidence  of  the  use- 
fulness of  their  labors;  and  for  the  amount  of  good  that  the 
Institution  has  been  enabled  to  accompHsh,  the  many  recipients 
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of  its  benefits  owe  them  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  will  long  hold 
their  names  in  grateful  remembrance. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  report,  there  have  been  some 
changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers.  Mr.  A.  W.  Mann,  a  graduate 
of  the  Indiana  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  was  ap- 
pointed a  teacher,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  month  of 
March,  18GG.  At  the  beginning  of  the  last  term,  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
Brennan,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Smith,  two  young  gentlemen  educated 
in  the  New  York  Institution,  received  appointments  as  teachers. 
All  these  gentlemen  have  discharged  their  duties  with  fidelity 
and  success. 

Mrs.  G.  V.  H.  Brown,  who  for  nearly  two  years  had  taught 
in  the  Literary  Department  for  the  Blind,  and  under  whose 
instruction  they  have  made  highly  creditable  progress,  resigned 
her  position  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  term,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  S.  M.  Hoagland.  Under  her  faithful  and 
judicious  management  and  excellent  instruction,  good  results 
are  unmistakably  apparent,  and  good  progress  both  in  the 
various  branches  of  study,  and  in  correct  deportment  out  of 
school  as  well  as  in,  is  being  steadily  made. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  term,  the  services  cf  Mr» 
Louis  D.  Pomeroy,  a  recent  graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  were 
secured.  During  the  time  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  has  been  among 
us,  he  hjxs  evinced  more  than  common  aptitude  for  the  profes- 
sion he  has  chosen,  and  has  made  more  than  ordinary  progress 
in  learning  the  language  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  upon  a  thor- 
ough acquaintance  with  which  the  success  of  a  teacher  so  much 
depends.  Willis  Hubbard — a  graduate  of  the  New  York  Insti- 
tution, and  formerly  a  most  successful  teacher  in  this,  has  lately 
resumed  his  connection  with  it.  We  have  at  present  in  the 
Department  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  nine  classes,  and  at  no 
period  since  the  Institution  was  established,  have  we  had  a 
more  competent  and  efiicient  corps  of  teachers  than  we  now 
have.  It  is  but  just  to  them,  and  it  is  moreover  a  great  privi- 
lege to  say  that  their  duties  are  discharged  punctually  and 
faithfully,  and  that  they  seem  one  and  all  animated  by  a  sincere 
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desire  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  their  pupils.    It  is  also  gratifying  to  bo  able  to  speak 
in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  the  conduct  of  the  pupils 
themselves.    The  good  advice  that  they  receive  from  their 
teachers,  and  the  influences  thrown  around  them  by  the  chapel 
services.,  evidently  have  much  to  do  with  their  exemplary  con- 
duct out  of  school.    Young  gentlemen  at  College,  not  unfre- 
quently  make  night  hideous  with  carouses — wantonly  destroy 
property — form  intemperate  habits,  and  to  an  extent  that  is 
perfectly  appalling,  indulge  in  the  fragrant^weed  that  Sir  "Walter 
Raleigh — more's  the  pity — taught  the  English  gentlemen  of  his 
time  to  use.    To  the  credit  of  our  little  community,  be  it  spo- 
ken, we  have  no  rowdyism  among  us — our  children  are  not 
attracted  to  corner  groceries,  and  give  us  no  trouble  by  at- 
tempts to  visit  such  places.    Among  the  whole  number  of  our 
pupils,  there  is  but  one  who  is  ever  known  to  use  tobacco  in 
any  form,  and  he  is  a  new  comer — so  that  whenever  we  see 
upon  our  neatly  scrubbed  floors  moist  and  yellow  evidences  of 
a  recent  violation  of  the  rules  of  decency,  we  feel  sure  that  we 
have  been  favored  with  a  call  from  some  gentleman,  whose 
habits  might  be  changed  for  the  better. 

The  State  is  undoubtedly  expending  considerable  money  in 
providing  for  the  education  of  her  unfortunates;  and  they  are 
showing  their  appreciation  of  this  fact  by  good  behavior  and  a 
wise  use  of  their  advantages.  With  the  number  of  pupils  at 
present  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Department,  we  are  able  to 
classify  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  those  of  similar  at- 
tainments into  the  same  class  without  making  any  of  the  classes 
unduly  large.  It  is  exceedingly  undesirable  that  classes  of 
Deaf  Mutes  should  contain  a  very  large  number  of  pupils. 
There  is  no  class  of  persons  in  the  world,  with  whom,  in  the 
process  of  instruction,  so  much  time  has  to  be  spent  in  direct 
personal  effort  with  each  pupil  as  with  them.  They  are  re- 
quired to  do  an  immense  amount  of  writing,  in  order  to  gain 
facility  and  correctness  in  the  use  of  language.  The  exercises 
they  turn  oflf,  need  not  a  little  correction  at  the  hands  of  the 
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teacher.  While  he  is  engaged  in  correcting  what  has  been 
written  upon  the  slate  of  one  pupil,  the  rest  of  the  class  are 
obliged  to  wait  until  each  one's  turn  comes  to  have  their  pro- 
dactions  also  corrected.  Now  if  the  class  be  large,  much  time 
will  inevitably  be  lost  in  waiting.  Fifteen  pupils  would  seem 
to  be,  under  any  circumstances,  a  sufficient  number  to  keep  one 
teacher  actively  employed  during  all  the  allotted  hours  of  the 
school  session. 

In  the  Department  for  the  Blind,  the  classification  is  by  no 
means  as  good  as  it  is  in  the  one  just  mentioned ;  nd  until  the 
number  of  Blind  pupils  increases  sufficiently  to  warrant  the 
employment  of  more  teachers,  it  never  can  be.  During  the 
past  year,  the  Blind  have  been  furnished  with  some  new  facili- 
ties for  improvement,  that  are  of  great  value.  Three  fine  dis- 
sective  maps  made  to  order  in  the  New  York  Institution,  have 
been  purchased,  and  these  give  them  a  much  better  opportu- 
nity to  understand  the  shape  and  relative  position  of  the  difier- 
ent  countries  than  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  In  the  Depart- 
ment of  music,  additional  advantages  have  been  extended  to 
them.  They  have  received  regular  instruction  upon  the  violin 
from  Prof.  Julius  Eice,  and  from  Prof.  J.  Henry  Gardner,  upon 
brass  instruments,  and  in  both  these  departments  of  music, 
they  have  succeeded  admirably.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
term,  we  added  a  new  feature  to  our  usual  course  of  in- 
struction. The  subject  of  teaching  articulation  in  institutions 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  has  of  late  been  attracting  a  good  deal 
of  attention.  It  has  found  very  warm  advocates  in  the  found- 
ers and  patrons  of  the  Clarke  school  at  Northampton,  Massa- 
chusetts, who  are  in  favor  of  giving  such  prominence  to  articu- 
lation, as  to  dispense  entirely  with  signs  where  it  is  possible  to 
do  so,  and  they  claim  that  one-half  of  the  Deaf  Mutes  in  New 
England  might  be  taught  in  that  way.  Last  May,  E.  M.  Gal- 
landet.  President  of  the  National  Deaf  Mute  CoUege  at  Wash- 
ington, called  a  Convention  of  Principals  to  discuss  the  articu- 
lation question,  and  arrive  if  possible  at  some  conclusion  as 
nearly  unanimous  as  might  be,  as  to  its  claims  upon  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  of  the  respective  Institutions. 
Fourteen  Principals  from  as  many  different  States  were  present, 
as  well  !is  two  veteran  Ex-Principals  of  long  and  ripe  experi- 
ence. Nearly  the  whole  of  one  week  was  spent  in  the  discus- 
sion of  subjects  connected  with  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  and  especial  attention  was  given  to  the  subject  of  articu- 
lation. The  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Convention  was  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  in  every  institution  for  giving  in- 
struction in  articulation  to  the  Semi-mutes — the  Semi-deaf,  and 
to  such  congenital  Deaf  mutes,  as  after  a  fair  trial  should  give 
evidence  of  fitness  for  such  instruction. 

While  admitting  that  these  classes,  particularly  the  Semi- 
mute,  and  the  Semi-deaf  could  be  greatly  benefited  by  such 
special  instruction,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Con- 
vention, that  articulation  should  rank  as  an  accomplishment, 
and  not  as  a  means  of  instruction. 

They  advised  no  radical  change  in  the  present  excellent  sys- 
tem of  instruction  by  means  of  the  sign  language;  that  should 
certainly  hold  its  well-earned  place;  but  in  addition  to  it,  and 
not  in  the  place  of  it,  articulation  and  lip-reading  should  be 
taught  to  those  who  are  fit  subjects  for  it  In  accordance  with 
a  resolution  passed  by  this  Convention,  a  recommendation  was 
laid  before  the  Trustees  of  this  Institution  advising  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  teacher,  who  should  give  his  time  solely  to  this  de- 
partment of  instruction.  George  L.  Brockett,  who  has  been  a 
teacher  here  for  the  past  three  years,  and  whose  attainments  in 
the  language  of  signs  will  be  of  much  service  in  his  new  field 
of  labor,  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  department  of  articu- 
lation. From  the  results  already  attained,  it  is  believed  that 
much  benefit  will  be  conferred  upon  the  Semi-mutes  and  the 
Semi-deaf  thus  instructed,  while  the  extreme  view  that  signs 
should  be  altogether  dispensed  with,  and  that  all  instruction 
should  be  imparted  by  articulation  and  lip-reading,  is  one  with 
which  we  have  no  sympathy  whatever. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice  what  seems  to  be  a  mistaken 
idea  on  the  part  of  many  persons  as  to  the  proper  age  for 
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placing  a  deaf  mute  child  at  school.    Years  ago,  when  such 
Institutions  were  comparatively  unknown,  the  great  danger 
was  that  children  would  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  till  they 
had  reached  such  an  age  that  they  could  not  learn  with  ease. 
But  of  late  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  tendency  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  parents  are  found  who  are  anxious  to  send  their 
children  here  at  the  age  of  five  or  six  years.    Their  motives  are 
praiseworthy.    They  see  that  their  children  are  learning  little, 
if  anything,  at  home,  and  they  think  that  they  are  losing  time, 
and  therefore  feel  anxious  to  send  them  away  to  school.  They 
are  admitted  to  this  Institution  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  but  we 
think  that  in  many  cases  it  would  be  better  to  keep  them  at 
home  till  the  age  of  twelve.    At  the  tender  age  at  which  some 
would  gladly  bring  them  here,  they  are  not  capable  of  learning 
as  rapidly  as  they  would  be  when  a  few  years  older;  nor  can 
they  bear  the  confinement  of  the  school-room  as  well.  Our 
pupils  are  allowed  to  remain  here  seven  years:  in  that  time 
they  receive  all  the  instruction  which,  under  present  arrange- 
ments, most  of  them  can  ever  expect  to  receive.    It  is  in  the 
highest  degree  important  that  that  period  should  be  selected 
during  which  the  pupil  can  use  his  time  to  the  best  advantage. 
From  six  to  thirteen,  or  from  eight  to  fifteen,  cannot  be  as 
favorable  a  period  as  from  ten  to  seventeen;  and  were  the  time 
put  from  twelve  to  nineteen,  there  would  be  a  decided  gain  in 
several  respects.    Pupils  would  leave  us  at  a  more  mature  age. 
While  here  they  would  be  able  to  acquire  a  far  better  knowl- 
edge of  some  useful  trade  if  received  at  the  age  of  twelve,  than 
if  admitted  before  they  are  large  enough  to  handle  tools  prop- 
erly.   We  are  soon  to  take  possession  of  one  of  the  finest  shops 
connected  with  such  an  institution  in  the  whole  country,  and  it 
does  seem  desirable  that  the  object  for  which  such  a  building 
has  been  constructed,  shall  not  be  defeated  by  allowing  pupils 
to  be  brought  here  before  they  are  old  enough  to  derive  the  full 
benefit  of  their  advantages. 

We  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the  Editors 

of  the  following  papers,  who  have  sent  us  their  journals  free  of 
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charge,  to  the  great  deh'ght,  as  well  as  improvement  of  our 
pupils: 

**  The  Battle  Creek  Journal, 

"    Branch  County  Gazette, 

"    Lansing  State  Republican, 

"   Peninsular  Courier, 

*'   Niles  Times, 

"    Deaf  Mute  Gazette, 

"    Calhoun  Patriot, 

"    Bay  City  Journal, 

"         "  Signal, 

"    Detroit  Ad veiiiser  and  Tribune, 

"    "Wolverine  Citizen, 

"  Flmt  Globe/' 
We  v^ould  also  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Superintendents  of 
the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette,  Detroit  and  Milwaukee,  Michigan 
Central,  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroads,  for  their  kindness 
in  passing  our  pupils  and  guides  over  their  roads  when  return- 
ing home  at  the  close  of  the  term.  In  behalf  of  the  pupils,  the 
undersigned  would  also  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  George 
C.  Kimball,  in  presenting  to  them  a  fine  set  of  croquet,  which 
has  afforded  them  much  pleasant  recreation. 

"When  the  Convention  of  Principals  was  in  session  in  Wash- 
ington, Miss  Dorothea  Dix,  a  lady  whose  reputation  for  philan- 
thropy is  world-wide,  presented  to  each  of  the  Principals  a 
donation  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  expended  in  such  manner  as 
each  should  think  best  for  the  respective  Institutions.  A  part 
of  the  money  thus  received  for  this  Institution  has  been  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  a  picture,  which  will  be  hung  up 
in  the  Reception  Room,  as  a  pleasing  souvenir  of  the  generous 
donor;  the  balance  it  is  proposed  to  use  in  purchasing  books 
for  the  Library. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  report,  it  was  stated  that  seven  years 
was  the  time  allowed  by  the  State  for  those  who  are  admitted 
here,  to  acquire  an  education.  The  undersigned  would  respect- 
fully submit,  that  in  his  estimation,  and  in  that  of  all  persons 
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conversant  with  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  the 
period  above  specified  is  by  no  means  long  enough.  Let  us 
for  a  moment  contrast  the  condition  of  the  hearing  child  with 
that  of  the  mute,  at  that  time  of  life  when  both  have  reached 
the  age  at  which  they  are  sent  to  school.  The  child  that  can 
hear,  begins  to  learn  words  often  before  he  is  a  year  old — 
always  before  he  has  completed  his  second  year.  Associating 
constantly  with  those  who  can  hear  and  speak,  he  learns  lan- 
guage naturally,  easily,  and  in  fact,  unavoidably.  At  the  age 
of  five  or  six  years  he  is  ready  to  go  to  school,  and  goes  there 
with  the  ability  to  use  language  fluently — to  express  clearly  all 
his  ideas,  and  to  comprehend  what  others  have  to  say.  More- 
over, having  all  his  faculties,  no  peculiar  difficulties  lie  in  his 
way  to  prevent  his  adding  indefinitely  to  his  store  of  knowl- 
edge. Suppose  such  a  child  to  enter  school  at  the  age  of  six 
years,  and  to  remain  there  seven  years;  does  any  one  for  a 
moment  suppose  that  anything  like  a  thorough  education  can 
be  attained  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  year?  We  all  know 
that  it  cannot,  even  with  all  the  advantages  that  the  possession 
of  hearing  gives.  The  deaf  mute  child  enters  school  at  the  age 
of  ten  years;  and  at  that  age  how  does  he  compare  with  the 
hearing  and  speaking  child  of  six  years  old,  also  just  entering 
school?  The  one  who  can  hear  has  already  acquired  the  use  of 
his  mother  tongue  to  such  an  extent  that  he  can  mingle 
with  satisfaction  with  those  around  him,  and  can  communi- 
cate with  them  with  perfect  ease.  He  has  learned  a  large 
number  of  idiomatic  expressions,  and  is  prepared  to  make 
progress  indefinitely  and  with  perfect  ease.  The  deaf  mute, 
however,  at  the  beginning  of  his  school  life,  has  learned  noth- 
ing of  language.  He  has  lived  within  himself,  and  under  the 
most  favorable  circumstances  must  spend  three  or  four  years 
of  toilsome  effort  to  learn  as  much  of  language  as  his  more 
fortunate  hearing  friend  possessed  the  day  he  entered  school. 
He  comes  to  the  Institution  with  the  certainty  that  he  must 
toil  three  or  four  years  to  place  himself  on  a  level  in  point  of 
acquired  knowledge,  with  one  who  can  hear  and  speak — whose 
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ability  to  use  language,  has  never  cost  him  a  moment's  labor. 
Then  remember,  that  through  his  whole  coiu'se,  he  must  re- 
ceive all  his  knowledge  through  the  eve.  None  of  his  ideas  can 
be  associated  with  sound.  He  must  in  the  school-room  can-y 
on  the  double  process  of  translating  signs,  which  are  his  vernac- 
ular, into  EngUsli,  which  is  to  him  a  foreign  language,  and  vice 
versa.  He  has  difficulties  to  meet  at  every  step,  that  do  not  lie 
in  the  way  of  those  who  can  hear  and  speak.  To  put  the  Deaf 
Mute  on  an  equality  with  them,  he  ought  obviously  to  be  allowed 
more  time  to  acquire  the  same  amount  of  knowledge.  Whether 
the  present  is  the  time  for  such  a  step  or  not,  is  not  for  the  un- 
dersigned to  say,  but  it  does  seem  right  and  reasonable  that 
the  term  of  instruction  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  least,  should 
be  lengthened  one  or  two  years  at  as  early  a  period  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  there 
is  another  that  demands  consideration.  With  all  that  can  be 
done  for  Deaf  Mutes,  even  in  a  course  of  eight  or  nine  years, 
they  would  fail  to  obtain  such  an  education  as  would  meet  the 
wants  of  all.  W^e  have  from  time  to  time,  pupils  of  uncommon 
promise,  who  lire  capable  of  pursuing  their  studies  very  far  be- 
yond the  present  prescribed  course,  and  who  earnestly  desire 
to  do  so.  There  is  but  one  way  that  we  can  meet  the  wants  of 
such  pupils,  and  that  is  by  organizing  a  High  Class,  composed 
exclusively  of  the  best  of  those  who  have  completed  the  regular 
course — giving  to  such  a  term  of  three,  or  still  better,  of  four 
years  in  addition  to  the  term  that  is  allowed  to  all. 

There  are  various  considerations  that  might  be  ui'ged  in  be- 
half of  such  an  arrangement.  It  is  one  which  finds  favor  in 
other  institutions,  and  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  intro- 
duced here,  imless  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  this  State  to  accept 
a  lower  standard  of  education  in  her  Institutions  than  her 
neighbors  do — and  this,  judging  from  the  very  liberal  views 
that  the  people  of  this  State  entertain  upon  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation, will  not  be  very  likely  to  be  the  policy  of  her  legislators. 
A  High  Class  would  from  the  veiy  nature  of  the  case,  be  com- 
posed of  pupils  older  and  more  mature  than  the  classes  below 
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them.  They  would,  therefore,  by  theu*  exemplary  conduct  and 
higher  attainments,  exercise  a  salutaiy  influence  upon  the  other 
pupils.  Our  graduates  are  seeking,  and  will  continue  to  seek 
a  higher  education  than  we  are  giving  them.  What  they  cannot 
get  at  home,  they  will  seek  abroad.  If  they  cannot  obtain  such 
an  education  as  they  desire  here,  or  as  their  friends  desire  for 
them — they  will  go  where  they  can,  and  instead  of  competing 
successfully  with  other  Institutions,  or  rather  instead  of  doing 
our  own  work  independently  of  them,  we  shall  make  this  Insti- 
tution merely  a  good  primary  school — tributary  to  some  other 
institution,  where  better  advantages  are  offered  than  we  can 
offer.  The  yery  able  and  interesting  report  of  the  examining 
committee  contains  full  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Intellectual  Department  of  the  Institution.  The  closing  exer- 
cises to  which  the  public  were  invited,  were  noticed  in  terms  of 
high  commendation  in  various  i^apers,  and  from  one  of  these 
we  would  quote,  not  only  to  give  some  idea  of  the  exercises 
themselves,  but  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  those  who  may  read 
this  report,  the  view  taken  of  the  character  and  claims  of 
this  Institution  by  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Crapo,  and  by  other 
distinguished  gentlemen,  with  whose  presence  we  were  honored 
on  that  occasion : 

"  The  closmg  exercises  of  Thursday  afternoon  were  the  most 
interesting  of  any,  and  were  held  in  the  large  chapel  of  the  In- 
stitution. They  were  of  a  miscellaneous  chai'acter,  very  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  public  exhibition  of  Seminaries  of  advanced 
standing.  The  chapel  was  crowded  to  excess,  but  the  whoe 
exercise  of  the  pupils  was  of  such  interest  as  to  hold  the  audi- 
ence until  a  late  hour;  at  the  same  time,  instnicting  and 
interesting  those  in  attendance. 

"  After  the  exercises  were  over.  Gov.  Crapo  followed  in  some 
quite  extended  remarks,  highly  complimentaiy  of  the  examina- 
tions and  other  closing  exercises  of  the  Institution,  and  ex- 
pressing the  high  degree  of  profit  and  pleasure  it  had  afforded 
him  in  being  present.  He  also  paid  a  merited  comphment  to 
the  Principal,  Prof.  Bangs,  and  to  the  resident  Trustee,  Hon. 
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J.  B.  "Walker,  for  their  efificiency  and  faithfalnehs  in  the  per- 
formance of  duties  connected  with  the  Institution.  He  knew 
it  was  deserved  on  their  part,  from  his  own  personal  observa- 
tion; and  the  high  character  to  which  the  Institution  had 
attained,  was  due  very  largely  to  their  untiring  energy.  He 
also  spoke  of  his  own  interest  in  the  schools,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity there  was  for  a  full  appropriation  on  the  part  of  our  State 
for  the  completion  of  the  buildings.  He  believed  it  was  made 
obligatory  upon  the  Legislature  by  the  Constitution  that  it 
should  be  done.  He  had  always  favored  and  spoken  for 
it,  both  when  Senator,  and  in  his  messages  when  Governor. 
He  thought  those  narrow-minded  who  could  object  to  such 
appropriations,  and  hoped  Michigan  would  pursue,  in  the  fu- 
ture, the  same  liberal  policy  towards  all  her  educational  in- 
stitutions that  she  had  in  the  past,  and  which  had  placed  her 
at  the  head  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union  in  such  works  and 
enterprises. 

"  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cowles,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Examining  Committee,  and  in  their  behalf  exi)ressing  the  high 
degree  of  satisfaction  they  all  had  felt  in  the  results  of  the  ex- 
aminations, and  the  pleasure  and  instruction  they  had  received 
in  common  with  all  others  present,  in  witnessing  the  closing 
exercises  of  that  afternoon.  He  heartily  endorsed  all  that  Gov. 
Crapo  had  said  relative  to  the  efficiency  of  the  officers  of  the 
Institution,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  an  immediate  com- 
pletion of  the  buildings. 

"  Mr.  Cowles  was  followed  in  a  similar  endorsement  by  Prof. 
Tenney,  of  Lansing,  and  Hon.  E.  H.  Thomson,  of  FHni" 

The  opinions  expressed  by  these  gentlemen,  with  regard  to 
the  speedy  completion  of  the  building,  we  would  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  to  whom  this  report  is  pre- 
sented. In  asking  money  for  that  purj)Ose,  we  labor  under 
one  great  disadvantage,  which  is,  that  it  is  not  easy  for  the 
members  to  visit  the  Institution,  and  they  cannot  fully  appre- 
ciate its  wants  from  any  written  or  verbal  statement  that  can 
be  made  to  them.    There  has  never  been  any  difficulty  in  get- 
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ting  a  committee,  after  going  over  the  building,  to  admit  the 
importance  of  doing  what  was  asked  to  be  done.  Could 
the  whole  Legislature  visit  us  and  inspect  the  building,  and 
have  the  reasons  for  its  immediate  completion  placed  squarely 
before  them,  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  they  would  take 
measures  to  finish  the  work  that  has  dragged  through  years 
of  delay — unavoidable,  perhaps,  but  certainly  undesirable. 

Everybody  admits  that  the  State  stands  committed  to  finish 
these  buildings;  the  whole  matter  is  simply  a  question  of  time. 
With  the  money  appropriated  for  building  purposes  by  the 
last  Legislature,  much  has  been  done  that  will  be  of  incalcula- 
ble benefit,  but  by  no  means  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  and 
immediately  prospective  wants  of  the  Institution. 

The  reasons  why  it  is  important  to  finish  the  main  building 
immediately,  we  will  try  to  state  as  concisely  as  possible.  The 
whole  edifice  is  divided  into  five  distinct  parts,  viz;  the  main 
or  front  building — which  is  unfinished;  the  centre  building 
which  comprises  the  kitchen,  dining-room  and  chapel,  the 
east  and  west  wings,  and  the  school-house.  We  have  room 
enough  in  the  kitchen — enough  in  the  dining-room,  and  enough 
in  the  chapel.  The  girls  occupy  the  east  wing,  only  when 
they  are  not  engaged  in  school.  In  it  are  their  wash-room, 
bath-room,  sitting-room,  a  school-room  for  the  Blind,  hospital 
wards  and  a  dormitory;  and  for  the  purposes  for  which  they 
are  designed,  these  rooms  will  of  course  accommodate  more 
than  their  present  number.  Precisely  the  same  statement  will 
apply  to  the  boys  wing,  or  west  wing. 

But  in  the  school-house,  every  room  is  occupied,  not  entirely 
by  the  pupils,  but  in  part  by  the  officers  and  employes  of  the 
Institution.  Their  place  should  be  in  the  front  building;  but 
they  are  obliged  to  Hve  over  and  under,  and  in  the  midst  of 
noisy  school-rooms.  With  each  year  we  have  to  form  new 
classes.  These  classes  of  course  should  be  taught  in  the  school- 
house;  and  there  is,  moreover,  no  other  place  to  put  them. 

Several  of  the  school-rooms  are  occupied  as  living  rooms — 
the  balance  as  school-rooms.    Not  one  is  vacant;  and  when 
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more  classes  come,  as  come  they  surely  will,  some  of  these 
school-rooms  now  occupied  as  living  rooms  should  be  vacated, 
and  their  present  occupants  should  find  accommodations  in  the 
front  building.  The  State  has  akeady  expended  a  large 
amount  of  money  in  carrying  the  front  so  near  completion. 
Having  done  this,  she  has  locked  the  door,  and  keeps  the  key 
in  her  pocket,  leaving  that  part  of  the  building  to  deteriorate 
imder  the  reign  of  bats  and  owls,  while  she  loses  the  interest 
of  the  whole  amount  thus  invested.  No  shrewd  business  man 
would  ever  almost  finish  a  handsome  brick  mansion  and  then 
stop,  and  let  his  family  live  in  the  rear  of  it  for  a  few  years,  if 
he  had  either  money  or  credit.  By  delaying  this  matter,  the 
State  is  cheating  herself  out  of  the  use  of  what  she  has  already 
expended,  to  the  very  great  inconvenience  of  a  class  of  unfortu- 
nates, that  she  has  pledged  herself  to  care  for,  and  has  cared 
for  well.  With  an  earnest  wish  that  the  completion  of  this 
good  Institution  may  be  speedily  provided  for,  this  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

EGBERT  L.  BANGS, 

Principal, 
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To  the  Trustees  of  the  Inislilution  for  Ihe  Education  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  and  the  Blind: 

The  ExaminiDg  Committee  for  the  year  1868,  composed  of 
the  undersigned,  in  accordance  with  the  design  of  their  ap- 
pointment, visited  the  Michigan  Institution  for  the  education 
of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  and  gave  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  examination  of  classes  during  the  24th,  25th  and 
26th  of  June,  1868. 

We  gratefully  express  our  obligations  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Asylum  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment,  which  made  us  offic- 
ially acquainted  with  the  management,  condition,  wants,  and 
usefulness  of  this  benevolent  Institution,  and  brought  us  per- 
sonally into  closer  symj^athy  with  the  noble  work  which  it  is 
doing  for  the  two  classes  of  unfortunates  within  its  care. 

We  take  equal  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  personal 
courtesies  shown  us  by  the  Principal,  Prof.  E.  L.  Bangs,  and 
other  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Institution;  and,  in  par- 
ticular, the  facilities  afforded  us  by  the  Principal  and  teachers 
in  conducting  the  examinations  in  a  systematic  and  thorough 
manner.  We  are  able  to  say  that  the  work  of  the  Examining 
Board  was  not  a  mere  work  of  ceremony.  It  was  our  aim  to 
investigate  the  actual  results  of  deaf-mute  and  blind  instruc- 
tion, and  by  the  aid  of  Prof.  Bangs  and  the  several  teachers 
we  were  able  to  communicate  with  the  classes  as  satisfactorily 
in  the  end,  if  not  so  freely,  as  if  we  had  been  examining  pupils 
who  could  hear  and  speak  and  see. 

Of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  there  were  in  the  Institution  105 
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scholars:  55  males,  and  50  females,  distributed  into  eight 
classes. 

The  first  class  examined,  taught  by  Mr.  George  L.  Brockett, 
was  a  class  of  beginners,  having  a  standing  of  but  one  year, 
and  contained  eight  boys  and  six  girls.  In  this  class  we  con- 
fronted the  difficulty  of  deaf-mute  instruction,  and  obtained 
the  standard  by  which  to  judge  of  the  efficiency  and  success 
of  this  Institution.  When  these  scholars  came  to  the  Institu- 
tion they  had  no  knowledge  of  language,  and  almost  no  power 
of  communicating  thought.  Deaf  mutes  are  received  at  the 
age  of  ten  years  and  upwards,  at  the  point  where  children,  with 
all  their  senses,  unconsciously  acquire  the  names  of  things,  and 
gradually  the  use  of  speech,  in  the  nursery.  Ordinary  children 
go  to  school  at  six  or  eight  years  of  age  to  learn  to  read,  write, 
and  cipher;  but  deaf-mutes  go  to  school  at  ten  years  of  age,  or 
older,  simply,  as  the  first  thing,  to  learn  to  talk.  The  first 
work  is  to  give  them  a  language,  and  accustom  them  to  the 
use  of  signs  in  expressing  ideas.  The  training  of  the  first  year 
is  thus  wholly  elementary,  and  for  three  or  four  years  the  stei38 
of  progress  are  necessarily  slow,  and  the  leading  branch  of 
instruction  is  that  of  the  structure  and  use  of  language. 

The  examination  of  the  first  class  consisted  in  exercises  on  the 
blackboard,  and  in  renderiug  sentences  given  them,  by  writing, 
into  the  signs  of  deaf-mute  language.  This  class,  in  one  year, 
have  learned  some  three  or  four  hundred  nouns,  mostly  the 
names  of  objects;  a  hundred  or  more  verbs,  in  the  present," 
perfect  and  future  tenses;  some  adjectives  and  articles;  the  day 
of  the  week,  month  and  year;  counting  and  writing  numbers  to 
a  hundred,  (and  some  of  them  more),  and  certain  elementary 
scrijiture  lessons.  They  write  very  legibly  on  their  large  slates 
or  blackboards,  and  construct  short  sentences  of  their  own, 
upon  a  simple  noun  or  verb  given  as  the  basis;  showing  a  cor- 
rect knowledge  and  use  of  language  so  far  as  they  have  gone. 
Slight  attention  has  been  given  to  arithmetic  by  this  class,  and 
the  better  scholars  in  it  can  add  a  few  simple  numbers  together. 

The  second  class,  taught  by  Mr.  William  S.  Smith,  has  a 
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standing  of  two  years,  and  showed  considerable  progress 
above  the  previous  one,  in  range  of  thought  and  language, 
number  of  words  known,  and  ideas  to  be  conveyed,  facility  of 
expression,  and  some  advance  in  knowledge  of  arithmetic.  One, 
however,  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  patient  care  nec- 
essary to  drill  into  these  minds — shut  out  from  approach  by  the 
ordinary  powers  of  speech — through  so  narrow  and  difficult  an 
avenue  of  communication  as  that  used,  the  simplest  rudiments 
of  knowledge. 

The  third  class  examined,  taught  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Mann,  has 
also  a  standing  of  two  years — being  an  advanced  section  of  the 
same  grade  as  the  one  preceding,  composed  of  the  better  schol- 
ars who  have  been  in  the  school  for  two  years.  The  construc- 
tion of  sentences  according  to  the  principles  of  grammar,  was 
here  performed  in  greater  accuracy,  and  in  more  difficult  forms 
than  in  either  of  the  preceding.  Grammatical  symbols,  indica- 
ting that  a  sentence  was  to  be  composed,  consisting  of  nomina- 
tive, verb  and  object,  were  put  on  the  board,  and  a  single  word 
given,  upon  which  each  jiupil  wrote  out  an  independent  sen- 
tence; so  showing  their  knowledge  and  power  to  properly  use 
language.  One  of  the  examiners  told  a  simple  story,  which 
was  repeated  by  Prof.  Bangs  in  the  sign  language  of  the  mutes, 
and  each  pupil  wrote  it  out  on  the  board  as  he  understood  it. 
This  class  has  also  learned  the  commandments,  and  each  wrote 
one,  by  the  number,  on  the  boards. 

The  fourth  class,  taught  by  Wm.  H.  Brennan,  has  a  standing 
of  three  years,  and  has  finished  the  book  of  elementary  lessons, 
and  investigated  the  facts  of  human  life,  in  short  and  simple 
lessons,  from  the  section  treating  of  infancy  to  that  of  youth. 
They  form  sentences  still  longer  and  more  complex,  and  write 
compositions  and  letters.  In  this  class,  we  notice  a  considera- 
ble knowledge  of  the  elements  of  arithmetic,  in  which  aU  pre- 
vious classes  have  been  remarkably  deficient.  This  science  is 
deferred  very  properly,  except  in  first  attempts  to  give  the  idea 
of  numbers,  until  this  stage  of  advancement.    It  is  not  thought 
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best  to  try  to  teach  arithmetic  until  the  mutes  have  learned  the 
use  and  structure  of  language. 

The  fifth  class,  taught  by  Miss  Emma  A.  Petrie,  has  a  stand- 
ing of  four  years,  and  shows  marked  improvement.  Indeed, 
from  this  stage  of  progress  onward  to  the  highest  classes,  we 
are  filled  with  admiration  at  the  wonderful  change  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  mental  furnishment  and  activity  of  these 
unfortunate  children  and  youth.  The  class  of  Miss  Petrie 
passed  a  creditable  examination  on  the  comparison  and  history 
of  animals,  Mitchell's  geography,  and  arithmetic  in  the  simple 
rules.  Tbe  name  of  a  certain  animal  was  given  to  each  scholar, 
who  wTote  a  description  of  the  same  upon  the  board.  Ques- 
tions in  geography  were  asked,  and  answered  in  a  similar 
manner. 

The  sixth  class,  taught  by  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Brown,  has  a  stand- 
ing of  four  years,  being  the  more  advanced  division  of  the  same 
grade  with  the  class  of  Miss  Petrie.  This  class  was  examined 
in  the  Primary  history  of  the  United  States,  in  Geography, 
Arithmetic,  Penmanship  and  Scripture  lessons.  In  the  his- 
tory of  the  United  States,  the  puj^ils  [answered  a  large  number 
of  questions  proposed  by  the  Principal  and  the  examiners,  cov- 
ering the  principal  facts  in  the  early  history  of  this  country, 
such  as  the  date  of  the  discovery  of  America,  who  made  the 
settlements  in  different  States,  the  accounts  of  De  Soto,  La 
Salle  and  other  prominent  characters  figuring  in  the  founding 
and  development  of  the  civilization  of  this  continent. 

The  examination  in  Scripture  lessons  was  very  interesting 
and  highly  satisfactory.  It  sui'passed  anything  we  ever  heard 
in  Sunday  school  or  Bible  class.  The  scholars  wrote  on  their 
large  slates,  one  an  account  of  the  creation,  another  the  histoiy 
of  David,  another  that  of  Joseph,  until  many  of  the  principal 
events  in  old  testament  history  were  set  before  us  in  clear  and 
intelligent  statement. 

The  next  class,  of  five  yeai-s  standing,  taught  by  Mr.  P.  N. 
Nicoles,  was  examined  in  Goodi'ich's history  of  the  world;  writ- 
ten arithmetic  in  the  simple  rules,  the  multiplication  and  divis- 
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ion  of  fractions,  percentage,  profit  and  loss  of  case  1,  and  sim- 
ple interest  for  any  given  time;  grammar,  in  moods  and  tenses 
of  verbs,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  more  difficult  constructions 
of  the  infinitive  mood,  and  in  the  Bible  and  in  composition. 

The  scholars  of  this  class  showed  a  remarkable  knowledge  of 
history,  and  an  equally  wonderful  power  of  distinct,  and  fully 
sustained  statement  of  what  they  knew.  Chance  topics  were 
distributed  on  cards,  and  each  pupil  wrote  his  or  her  answer 
upon  the  slates. 

The  exercises  in  arith  metic  were  really  a  surprise.  We  had  not 
been  prepared  for  so  great  proficiency.  The  slow  progress  pre- 
viously shown  on  the  average,  notwithstanding  occasional  ex- 
ceptions, had  not  given  promise  of  such  a  fine  exhibition  of 
arithmetical  knowledge  as  was  here  shown.  Fractions  were 
handled  as  readily  as  whole  numbers.  Questions  of  jDercentage, 
profit  and  loss,  and  simple  interest  were  solved  promptly  and 
accurately,  and  we  were  satisfied  that  all  that  Deaf  Mutes  need 
to  be  proficient  in  the  science  of  numbers,  is  to  study  it  after  a 
fair  preparation  in  branches  naturally  preceding  it.  In  gram- 
mar and  Scripture  lessons,  the  classes  also  showed  the  fruits  of 
careful  training. 

The  last  class  of  Deaf  Mutes  examined,  taught  by  Mr.  W.  L. 
M.  Breg,  is  in  rank  the  highest,  and  have  completed  the  course 
of  regular  instruction  in  the  Institution.  In  the  study  of  his- 
toi-j',  this  class  has  acquired  a  large  acquaintance  with  the  facts 
of  ancient  classical  history.  The  manner  of  instruction  has  re- 
quired each  pupil  daily  to  recite  in  the  sign  language  any  para- 
graph of  the  lesson  studied  the  night  before,  and  to  write  a  sy- 
nopsis of  the  lesson  in  his  own  language.  In  this,  as  in  the 
whole  system,  it  is  aimed  to  develop  independence  of  thought 
and  originality  of  expression,  and  the  method  of  literal  memo- 
rizing, so  common  in  our  schools,  is  very  little  employed.  In 
natural  philosophy  the  class  recited  from  topics  promiscuously 
distributed,  covering  mechanical  law^s,  the  laws  of  falling  bod- 
ies, light,  heat  and  electricity.  They  showed  very  little  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  i<ound:  indeed,  the  Committee  consider- 
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ately  refrained  from  pressing  them  with  puzzling  questions  on 
acoustics.  The  examiners  tested  the  class  in  their  knowledge 
of  fractions,  by  questions  outside  of  the  book,  and  found  them 
ready  and  accurate  in  answers.  In  English  synonyms,  the 
class  showed  power  to  discriminate  between  words  of  similar 
or  related  meanings,  and  the  suitable  use  of  them. 

In  the  first  class,  we  gaw  as  it  were,  a  small  seed  planted  in 
apparently  unpromising  soil;  through  successive  years  of  pro- 
gress we  witnessed  its  growth,  gaining  fiber  and  strength,  ris- 
ing into  height,  putting  out  branches,  until  in  the  class  ready 
to  graduate,  we  saw  with  delight  the  beautiful  flower  and  the 
ripe  fruit  of  Deaf  Mute  instruction. 

Two  or  three  other  developments  of  Deaf  Mute  training, 
brought  out  in  the  exercises  of  the  public  exhibition,  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  25th,  may  as  well  be  noted  before  we  leave  oui- 
report  of  this  department. 

An  exercise  in  articulation  was  performed  by  Charles  H.  Har- 
ris, of  Corunna,  who  read  Mark,  8th  chapter,  from  the  32d  to 
the  37th  verse.  He  was  distinctly  heard  and  understood  in  all 
parts  of  the  chapel.  Prof.  Bangs  stated  that  they  had  a  dozen 
pupils  in  the  school  having  more  or  less  capacity  for  articula- 
tion, which  the  teachers  endeavor  to  cultivate.  These  are  cases 
in  which  the  sense  of  hearing  has  been  lost  after  some  degree  of 
knowledge  and  use  of  s^^eech  has  been  acquired.  Very  little 
can  be  done  towards  teaching  those  almost,  and  wholly  deaf, 
to  articulate. 

A  performance  called  the  "  drum  telegraph,"  showed  that  the 
deaf  can  feel  the  sound  of  the  drum,  and  can  learn  to  distin- 
guish words  spelled  by  an  alphabet  of  sound,  in  the  beats  of  a 
drum.  Two  scholars  put  upon  the  slates  a  number  of  words, 
named  by  persons  in  the  audience,  and  spelled  to  them  in  the 
manner  described.  In  every  case  a  correct  result  was  reached. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  curious  experiment,  rather  than  as 
suggesting  a  new  method  of  communication. 

The  rehearsals  by  deaf  mutes,  of  selections  of  poetry,  showed 
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a  high  degree  of  perfection  in  the  art  of  pantomime,  which, 
indeed,  is  their  native  tongue. 

All  of  the  teachers  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
with  a  single  exception,  are  deaf  mutes. 

The  department  of  the  Blind  contained  20  pupils:  8  males  and 
12  females.  A  change  of  teachers  in  April  had  somewhat  in- 
terfered with  the  favorable  progress  of  the  depai-tment,  but  the 
results  of  the  examination  were,  nevertheless,  highly  satisfactory. 

The  BHnd  pupils  occupy  a  single  school-room,  under  the 
supervision  and  instruction  of  Miss  S.  M.  Hoagland,  and  are 
divided  into  classes  on  the  same  principle  as  in  common  schools. 
It  is  found,  however,  exceedingly  difficult  to  classify  them,  as  the 
grade  of  attainment,  especially  among  the  younger  pupils,  is  so 
diverse.  In  this  department,  study  as  well  as  recitation,  has  to 
be  conducted  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  teacher, 
the  scholars  requiriDg  to  be  taught  orally — having  then-  lessons 
read  to  them — until  they  acquire  facility  in  reading  in  the 
books,  with  raised  letters,  prepai-ed  for  them. 

The  first  class  examined,  was  the  class  of  beginners  in  intel- 
lectual aiithmetic.  The  scholars  acquitted  themselves  credita- 
bly. The  next  class  was  in  primary  geography,  which  also  did 
well.  The  two  following  classes,  in  higher  mental  arithmetic, 
showed  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  books  they  had  studied, 
and  a  remarkable  readiness  in  solving  intricate  problems.  All 
their  processes  are  mental,  performed  without  the  help,  com- 
mon in  oar  schools,  of  blackboard  or  slate.  Of  course,  therefore, 
problems  involving  long  computations  are  beyond  their  power. 

The  advanced  class  in  geography  gave  correct  answers  to 
many  rapidly  put  questions,  and  will  compare  favorably  with 
the  best  classes  in  our  common  schools.  The  pupils  also 
showed  a  good  knowledge  of  grammar,  in  those  parts  of  the 
book  which  they  have  studied.  Ihe  most  interesting  and  re- 
markable pai-t  of  this  examination,  was  the  recitation  of  the 
class  in  the  history  of  England.  Difficult  and  obscure  ques- 
tions, upon  incidents  and  events  in  English  history,  were 
answered  with  an  accuracy  and  fullness  of  detail  which  would 
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put  to  the  blush  the  students  in  any  academy  or  college  in  the 
land.  One  is  impressed  with  this:  that  what  the  Blind  know, 
they  know  accurately  and  thoroughly.  Their  range  of  knowl- 
edge may  be  more  limited  than  that  of  scholars  who  see  and 
read,  but  so  far  as  they  go,  they  are  wonderful  in  memory  of 
names,  dates,  and  all  details  of  events.  Exercises  were  also 
had  upon  the  raised  map  used  in  studying  geography,  and  in 
reading  from  the  Bible  for  the  blind. 

The  musical  department  for  the  blind  was  not  officially  ex- 
amined by  this  Committee,  but  we  had  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving the  talent  of  this  class  of  pupils  for  this  art,  and  their 
improvement  under  the  instruction  and  drill  ot  the  efficient 
teachers  provided  in  this  department. 

On  the  whole,  the  citizens  of  Michigan  may  be  assured  that 
the  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and 
the  Blind  is  in  excellent  hands,  having  an  accomplished  Prin- 
cipal in  Prof.  Bangs,  an  abl(3  and  efficient  corps  of  teachers  in 
his  assistants;  and  that  the  Deaf  Mutes  and  the  Blind  of  the 
State  are  being  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  in  useful  depart- 
ments of  activity.  It  is  a  defect,  now  about  to  be  remedied, 
that  the  Institution  has  previously  lacked  facilities  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  pupils  in  mechanical  arts.  These  unfortunates 
are  in  many  cases  dependent  on  their  own  exertions  for  a  live- 
lihood, and  if  they  can  be  taught  useful  trades  suited  to  their 
abilities,  the  way  of  life  will  be  greatly  smoothed  before  them, 
and  the  community  spared  the  harden  of  their  support,  and 
benefited  by  the  addition  of  their  productive  labor  to  the  wealth 
of  the  State. 

The  finishing  of  the  west  wing  of  the  building  for  the  use  of 
the  boys,  will,  in  a  measure,  relieve  the  overcrowded  state  of 
the  Institution,  and  distribute  its  inmates  more  in  accordance 
with  comfort,  order,  and  the  best  efficiency  of  the  school.  But 
the  Institution  still  needs,  and  claims  from  the  State  at  an 
early  day,  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  main 
front  building.    The  Legislature,  which  shall  make  this  ap- 
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propriation,  by  means  of  which  the  building  for  the  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind  will  be  completed  ac- 
cording to  its  original  design,  will  gain  for  itself  high  honor  in 
care  for  these  children  of  silence,  and  children  of  darkness. 
The  Committee  would  beg  to  remind  all  who  have  influence 
in  this  matter  that  this  Institution  cannot  justly  be  considered 
a  State  charity.  It  sustains  a  relation  to  the  State  similar 
to  that  of  the  common  schools,  and  the  University.  It  only 
discharges  the  duty  of  the  State  towards  those  unfortunate 
children  and  youth  who  are  shut  out  from  the  benefits  of  our 
common  school  system,  by  the  loss  of  one  or  more  of  their 
senses. 

The  Institution  is  in  need  of  more  complete  apparatus  for 
use  in  the  various  departments  of  instruction;  and  particularly 
in  the  intellectual  department  for  the  Blind.  A  printing  press 
and  type,  such  as  are  in  use  in  other  Institutions  for  the  blind, 
would  facilitate  the  instruction  of  this  class  of  i^upils  very 
greatly,  by  bringing  a  much  larger  number  of  lessons  under 
their  own  eye,  by  the  sense  of  touch. 

The  Committee  bear  willing  and  hearty  testimony  to  the 
zeal,  faithfulness  and  eminent  quahfications  of  Prof.  Bangs,  for 
the  position  he  so  ably  fiUs,  and  consider  his  salary  inadequate 
to  the  services  rendered. 

We  were  happy  in  having  the  presence  of  His  Excellency, 
Gov.  Crapo,  during  a  part  of  the  Examinations,  and  at  the 
public  Exhibition,  and  were  gratified  by  the  paternal  interest 
shown  by  him  in  the  Institution,  as  Governor  of  the  State. 

The  Committee  also  noticed,  and  would  make  honorable  men- 
tion of  the  untiring  services  for  the  welfare  of  the  Institution, 
during  a  series  of  years,  of  the  senior  Trustee  and  Building 
Commissioner,  Hon.  J.  B.  Walker,  to  whose  prudence,  devotion 
and  influence,  the  Institution  is  greatly  indebted  for  its  growth 
and  prosperity. 

We  commend  the  Institution,  with  confidence,  to  the  care 
and  generosit^^  of  the  Legislature  soon  to  meet,  and  beg  to 
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declare  our  opinion  that  the  people  of  Michigan  will  justify 
and  sustain  an  appropriation  for  the  Institution,  sufficient  to 
meet  all  its  present  necessities,  and  give  it  room  and  imple- 
ments for  the  greatest  efficiency  in  its  work. 

J.  G  .  W.  COWLES, 
J.  E.  TENNEY, 
L.  C.  YORK, 

December  1st,  1868,  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MUSIC. 


lo  the  Trustees  of  the  Institulion  for  Educatinfj  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  the  Blind  : 

In  making  out  my  report  of  the  examination  of  the  musical 
department,  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  particularize  on  the 
merits  of  individual  pupils,  for  I  think  that  all  persona  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present  during  the  examinations, 
would  unite  most  heartily  with  me  in  saying  that  all  did  well; 
there  seemed  to  be  no  hesitation  in  answering  any  and  all  of 
the  questions  propounded  concerning  music,  in  the  different 
departments  which  they  had  studied.  But  to  some,  more  par- 
ticularly than  others,  did  music  and  its  stud}^  come  more 
natural.  There  seems  to  be  no  limit  for  the  majority  of  the 
pupils  to  the  advancement  of  theii*  musical  education,  and 
almost  their  chief  pleasure  is  when  engaged  in  the  discipline 
of  the  mind,  and  of  the  development  of  their  musical  talents* 
Lamartine  has  said,  "Music  is  the  literature  of  the  heart;  it 
commences  where  speech  ends."  Music  has  a  far  deeper  reach 
into  life  than  most  of  people  apprehend.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
any  people  can  be  carried  to  a  high  rank  of  refined  civihzation 
without  the  aid  of  music,  vocal  and  instrumental.  A  good 
song,  well  suDg,  sweeps  through  depths  of  our  existence,  which 
bare  speech  cannot  reach,  and  causes  chords  in  lips  to  vibrate 
which  no  other  influence  can  touch.  Music  is  something  more 
than  an  accomplishment  that  may  be  employed  in  whiling  away 
dreary  and  unhappy  hours;  it  is  a  divine  talent  which  God  has 
invested  in  us,  and  which  should  be  cultivated  and  used  as  one 
of  the  great  instrumentalities  in  the  work  of  raising  and  refin- 
ing human  civilization. 
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But  music  is  a  science.  It  has  its  own  peculiar  facts  and 
laws  and  principles,  and  without  a  knowledge  of  these,  and  a 
practical  culture  conformed  to  these,  no  one  can  use  his  vocal 
organs  in  singiog,  or  handle  a  musical  instrument  with  scien- 
tific taste  or  success.  Music  must  be  taught  and  learned. 
Good  singiug  is  the  result  of  previous  teaching  and  thorough 
drilliDg.  Those  who  are  too  indolent  to  learn,  must  remain 
ignorant;  and  those  who  will  not  submit  to  being  drilled  in 
the  rudiments  of  music,  must  remain  in  the  crude  state.  And 
the  talent  of  music  is  one  of  those  capacities  of  human  nature 
that  must  be  taken  in  hand,  and  developed  by  teaching  and 
drilling  in  the  earlier  years  of  one's  life.  Few  people  past  the 
meridian  of  life,  learn  music.  "  The  daughters  of  music "  in 
us,  are  morning  birds;  they  sing  early — soon  after  day  dawns — 
or  not  at  all.  And  hence  the  importance  and  the  duty  of 
having,  in  every  community,  opportunities  and  facilities  for 
the  musical  education  of  the  young. 

The  department  of  vocal  and  piano  music,  taught  by  Miss  S. 
E.  LeRoy,  was  finely  represented.  Nearly  all  were  called  upon 
to  either  play  on  the  piano,  sing  a  song,  or  answer  questions  in 
review  of  what  they  had  been  called  on  to  study.  The  profic- 
iency exhibited  by  the  pupils,  was  marfeed,  and  more  than 
satisfactory.  The  exercises,  which  were  varied,  exhibited 
results  which  were  truly  surprising.  They  demonstrated  that 
the  gift  of  song  is  not  confined  to  a  few  favored  of  heaven,  from 
whose  musical  breasts  joyous  emotions  were  sent  forth  in  notes 
of  melody,  spontaneously  and  unbidden,  to  charm  and  delight 
only  musical  ears,  while  this  fruitful  source  of  happiness  is 
withheld  from  the  large  majority,  who,  instead  of  sweet,  har- 
monious sounds,  are  doomed  to  utter  only  notes  of  "  horrid 
discord."  They  demonstrate  that  the  author  of  our  being, 
kind,  as  well  as  just,  has  bestowed  the  faculty  of  music  univer- 
sally, and  with  as  profuscj  a  hand  as  any  other;  that,  like  the 
statue  representing  the  human  form  in  its  majesty  and  beauty 
— which  philosophers  tell  us  is  in  every  block  of  marble,  requir- 
ing the  hand  of  the  sculptor  to  bring  it  to  view — the  notes  of 


FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AND  THE  BLIND. 


45 


melody  are  in  the  child,  which  the  touch  of  genius  can  bring 
out  in  songg  of  joy  and  praise.  We  would  say  to  our  young 
friends,  however,  that  the  parallel  is  not  complete,  for  they  are 
not  to  remain  passive  like  the  block  of  marble.  In  all  valuable 
attainments,  they  are  to  unite  their  efforts  with  those  of  the 
teacher,  else  the  efforts  of  the  most  gifted  professor,  and  the 
most  lavish  expenditure  for  their  benefit,  are  of  no  avail. 

The  class  in  band  music,  taught  by  Mr.  J.  Henry  Gardner, 
is  composed  of  but  seven  members.  Two  of  these  are  young 
ladies.  This  class  was  first  organized,  I  believe,  for  an  experi- 
ment; as  to  many  persons  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  pupils 
could  become  proficient  in  the  playing  of  brass  instruments. 
Though  they  have  taken  but  two  lessons  a  week,  and  that  only 
during  a  few  short  months,  their  playing  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  of  many  older  and  larger  bands  in  the  State.  It  has 
proved  the  experiment  to  be  a  success,  and  one  that  reflects 
great  credit  to  the  teacher,  as  well  as  members  of  the  class. 

Instruction  has  been  given  on  the  violin  to  quite  a  large 
class,  by  Mr.  Julius  Eice,  and  his  efforts  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful. The  average  number  of  lessons  that  each  has  received 
is  but  twenty-eight.  It  is  hardly  possible  for  much  to  be 
accomplished  in  so  short  a  time,  but  we  found  many  in  the 
class  able  to  play  well  a  number  of  quite  difficult  pieces.  Some 
of  the  puj)ils  have  divided  their  time  equally  between  the 
piano,  violin,  and  the  band,  and  though  young  in  years,  their 
store  of  musical  knowledge  would  do  credit  to  those  of  much 
maturer  age. 

The  system  introduced  by  the  teachers  in  this  Institute,  in 
grouping  together  notes  of  a  similar  character,  and  reducing 
the  whole  theory  to  a  few  simple  rules,  brings  the  whole  sub- 
ject within  the  comprehension  of  scholars  of  a  tender  age,  and 
in  due  time  enables  them  to  read  from  memory,  notes  of  music 
of  every  variety,  quite  as  readily  and  unerringly  as  could  they 
read  the  printed  page  in  their  mother  tongue.  If  I  should 
presume  to  make  any  suggestions  regarding  a  higher  standard 
to  be  adopted,  or  any  chance  for  improvement  in  the  depart- 


46 


BIENNIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ASYLUM 


ment  of  music  in  this  Institute,  it  would  be  that  the  interest  of 
the  pupil  might  be  in  a  measure  advanced,  could  some  practical 
and  accomplished  musician  be  found,  who  could  personally  and 
understandingly  take  charge  of  each  department,  and  instruct 
in  each  of  the  branches  adopted.  The  pupil  would  then  have 
the  benefit  of  the  same  mind  at  all  times,  and  perhaps  some 
confusion  in  teaching  might  be  avoided.  I  hope  not  in  the 
least  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  the  very  able  teachers  who 
have  thus  brought  their  department  up  to  the  position  that  it 
now  has  in  this  Institution.  The  Trustees,  who  have  so  firmly 
and  heartily  stood  up  to  inaugurate  and  carry  to  a  successful 
issue  the  department  of  music,  which  now  all  appreciate,  are 
entitled  to  the  approbation  of  all  musicians,  and  of  the  whole 
State.  May  they  be  encouraged  to  continue  in  this  their  good 
and  noble  work,  and  may  their  reward  be  great. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  C.  V.  WHEAT, 
Examining  Committee  of  Musical  Department. 

East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  Oct.  15,  18G8. 
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TEACHERS'  KEPORTS  FOR  1868. 


DEPARTATENT  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

CLASS  L 

Taught  by  George  L.  Brockelt. 

William  Ranspach. 
John  Foote. 
John  R.  Lewis. 
Thomas  Brown. 
Charles  Hildebrandt. 
James  McDonough. 
Charles  Garrison. 
Nelson  Kellogg. 
Boys,  8. 

Clara  E  Bisbee. 
Almira  V.  Pitcher. 
Mary  Decker. 
Mary  Whise. 
Ella  Kenney. 

Jesse  Richardson,  2d  year. 
Girls,  6;— Total,  14. 

STUDIES. 

In  Dr.  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons — One  hundred  and  sixty 
pages,  embracing — 

1.  The  singular  and  plural  of  nouns  to  the  number  of  three 
or  four  hundred — mostly  the  names  of  objects. 

2.  Verbs — a  hundred  or  more  in  the  future,  present  and 
perfect  tenses. 

3.  Adjectives  and  articles. 
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4.  Days  of  the  week — montli  and  year — counting  and  writ- 
ing numbers  to  one  hundred  and  upwards.  Simple  addition. 
Some  of  the  class  can  add  columns  of  figures  correctly,  and 
carry  properly  for  every  ten;  while  others  can  hardly  add  two 
or  three  with  a  certainty  of  producing  the  same  result  at  each 
trial. 

In  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons,  five  sections. 

CLASS  IL — DIVISION  B. 

Taught  by  William  S.  Smith. 


Emma  Cranson,                                                   .  3  years. 

Ellen  Clark,   3  " 

Martha  J.  Hitchcock,   2 

Martha  J.  Loranger,   2  " 

Mary  McNeill,   2 

Lucy  Parr,   2  " 

Johanna  Sullivan,   1  *' 

Henry  Eberly,   2 

Frank  Loranger,   2  " 

James  Simpson,   1  *' 

James  St.  John,   2  " 


Girls,  7;  Boys,  4— Total,  11. 

These  pupils  have  studied  and  reviewed  200  pages  in  Peet's 
Elementary  Lessons,  and  7  sections  in  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons. 
They  have  had  frequent  exercises  in  grammatical  symbols,  easy 
questions,  narratives,  and  addition.  Letter  writing  monthly: 
Penmanship  a  quarter  of  an  hour  daily. 

CLASS  n. — DIVISION  A. 

Taught  by  A.  W.  Mann.  , 


Coenburg  Hess,   2  years. 

Thomas  Callahan,   2  " 

Henry  Friedrich,   2 

Remus  Wright,  *.   3  " 

Alfred  Cole,   2  " 

John  Ansbrow,   3  " 

Frank  Hays,   1  " 
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AdeliaCole,   2  years. 

Luna  Alway,   3  " 

Boys,  7;  Girls,  2— Total,  9. 

The  class  have  studied  and  reviewed  during  the  term,  103 
lessons  of  "Feet's  Elementary  Lessons" — beginning  with  the 
82d  lesson,  and  ending  at  the  185th.  In  Feet's  Scripture  Les- 
sons, they  have  studied  and  reviewed  as  far  as  Section  V  of 
Bible  History.  They  have  been  exercised  on  simple  addition, 
multiplication,  and  subtraction — on  the  latter  to  only  a  small 
extent.  They  have  often  been  exercised  in  writing  sentences, 
and  short  narratives.  The  most  of  them  can  write  correct  sen- 
tences, and  some  of  them  are  very  good  on  narratives.  They 
have  been  required  to  write  letters  every  month.  They  have 
been  taught  penmanship  to  some  extent,  and  some  who  were 
very  poor  penmen  have  made  great  improvement. 

CLAS3  in. — STANDING,  THREE  YEARS. 

Taught  by  William  H.  Brennan. 

Wm.  McNeill,   3  years. 

Edgar  Harris,   5 

Horace  Snook,   7 

Levi  Murray,   3 

Augustus  Reese,   5 

Silas  Franklin,   3 

John  Hartman,   3 

Wm.  E.  Northrop,   4 

Mary  Palmer,   G 

Cornelia  De  Vail,   4 

Ann  McNeQl,   3 

Marsella  Wilcox,   3 

Margaret  Beasley   4 

Emma  Lambert,   3 

Elizabeth  Green,   3 

Alexa  M.  Windiate,   4 

Boys,  8;  Girls,  8— Total,  16. 
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STUDIES. 

1.  Peet's  Elementary  Lessons,  reviewed  and  finished  last 
March. 

2.  Course  of  Instruction,  Part  III.  The  class  have  gone  over 
three  sections,  from  infancy  to  youth. 

3.  Penmanship.  Half  an  hour's  exercise  every  Friday 
morning. 

4.  Compositions,  embracing  short  sentences,  letter  writing, 
and  daily  exercises  in  forming  sentences  on  given  words  and 
phrases. 

5.  Grammar,  with  symbolic  illustrations. 

6.  Arithmetic.  Exercises  in  simple  addition  and  multiplica- 
tion. 

7.  Scripture  Lessons  from  Section  I  to  Section  X,  with  the 
ten  Commandments  and  the  Lord's  Prayer. 

8.  Miscellaneous  questions  and  answers. 

CLASS  IV. — -DIVISION  B. 

Taught  by  Miss  Emma  A.  Petrie. 


Albertus  Overshire,   4  years. 

Lewis  Miller,   5  " 

John  Pierson,   4  " 

James  B.  Crawford,   6  " 

George  Storms,   7  *' 

Edgar  Williams,   4  *' 

Frank  Andrews,   1  " 

Polly  Weinberg,   6  " 

Frances  M.  De  Foe,   4  " 

Margaret  Connelly,   ^  " 

Velina  Buttolph,   4  " 

Harriet  Walter,   5  *' 

Hannah  Smith,   4 

Eva  Smith,   ^  *' 


Boys,  7;  Girls,  7- Total,  14. 
Average  standing  4  years. 
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STUDIES. 

1.  Dr.  Peet's  Part  Third.  They  have  been  over  the  chap- 
ters on  the  subject  of  comparison  and  history  of  animals  to  the 
fourth  section.  Development  of  verbs,  and  the  months,  pages 
133-241. 

2.  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lessons,  through  both  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  About  the  middle  of  March  they  took 
"  Knox's  Primary  year,'*  and  studied  the  first  chapter  of  Mat- 
thew. 

3.  Mitchell's  Geography — completed  and  reviewed. 

4.  Robinson's  Arithmetic:  Exercises  in  addition,  subtraction, 
multiplication  and  division.  Some  can  perform  examples  in 
long  division. 

5.  Composition.  Letter  writing  to  their  parents  or  friends 
every  month.  They  write  a  synopsis  of  the  Bible  lesson  almost 
every  Monday  morning,  and  quite  often  a  story  is  told  in  signs, 
and  reproduced  in  writing. 

6.  Grammatical  symbols  and  narratives. 

7.  Penmanship,  both  with  the  pen  and  crayon. 

CLASS  IV.  DIVISION  A — FOUR  YEARS*  STANDING. 

Taught  by  Thomas  L.  Broivn. 
Clarissa  A.  Penn,  (absent),  


Anna  M.  Furgeson,   3|  years. 

Mary  E.  Thomas,   7  " 

Ella  Lane,   5  " 

Adaline  Spencer,   5  " 

Matilda  Dolsen,   6  " 

Polly  Croy,   5  " 

Susan  E.  Nowlen,    5  " 

Frank  Eggleston,   5  „ 

John  M.  Collard,   4  " 

Charles  M.  Mead,   4  " 

Delos  A.  Simpson,   2  " 

Halsey  J.  Wilbur,   5  " 

Joseph  Halifax,   4  *• 
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Gaylord  P.  Bouuey,   5  years. 

Willie  A.  Thayer,   4  " 

UuhIi  Hlierinan,   5  " 

Edward  Van  Damme,   4  " 


Girls,  8;  Boys,  10— Total,  18. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Qaackonboss'  Primary  History  of  the  United  States,  as  far 
as  pa^'o  74,  over  23  lossons. 

2.  Monteith  and  McNally's  Manual  of  Oeof^rapliy,  CO  lessons. 

3.  Robins(m's  lludiments  of  Arithmetic,  as  far  as  page  72. 

4.  Sunday  study.  Dr.  Peet's  Scripture  Lossons,  reviewed. 
Knox's  Primary  year,  first  quarter. 

5.  Penniansliip.    Spencerian  system,  one  hour  each  week. 

CLim  V. — STANDING  FIVE  YEAR?. 

Taught  by  P.  N,  Nicoles, 


David  S.  Rector,   4  years. 

John  B.  Mead,   5 

Clarence  F.  Sanford,   5  *' 

Lewis  C.  Sickels,   5  " 

H.  M.  George,   6  " 

Hiram  H.  Cheseboro,   7  " 

Sarah  A.  l^ickford,     1  " 

Mary  11  Lowry,   5  " 

Sarah  S.  Chapman,   5  " 

Ceha  E.  Harris   (5  " 

Hannah  E.  Hendrixson,   6  " 


Boys,  6;  Girls,  5— Total,  11. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Goodrich's  History  of  the  World.  In  this  study,  the  class 
have  studied  and  reviewed  eighty  chapters,  fi'om  "  the  Intro- 
duction to  Rome,  under  tlio  Emperors."  They  have  been 
exercised  in  answering  questions  on  the  lessons,  and  required 
to  write  synopses  of  most  of  the  same,  and  sketches  of  the 
celebrated  characters,  in  their  own  language. 
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'2.  RobinHon's  Written  Arithmetic.  In  ihin  arithmetic,  tlie 
class  have  been  constantly  exercised  on  miscellaneous  exam- 
ples in  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and  division;  and 
have  studied  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and  division 
of  fractions — the  latter  by  the  common  method  and  by  cancel- 
ation— percentage,  profit  and  loss,  of  case  1,  and  simple  interest, 
for  any  given  time. 

3.  Composition.  In  tliis  brancli,  tlie  class  liave  been  daily 
exercised  upon  words,  idiomatic  phrases,  the  various  verbs, 
tenses  and  moods,  and,  to  some  extent,  on  the  more  diflicult 
constructions  of  the  infinitive  mood.  They  have  written,  from 
time  to  tim(i,  original  compositions  on  different  subjects,  and 
letters,  monthly. 

4.  I^ible.    Selections  from  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  and  John. 

CLASS  VI. 

Taught  by  W.  L.  M.  Breg. 


K.  B.  Keasner,   3  years. 

J.  J.  Buchanan,   G  " 

C.  K.  Harris,   3 

Charles  Kooks,   7 

Wm.  AUman,   G  " 

Mary  i 'helps,   G  " 

Adelia  Thomas,   GJ  " 

Marion  E.  Crouch,   1  «' 

Ellen  Buchanan,   6  *• 

Amelia  Clough,   7  «« 

Isora  A.  Pixley,   G  " 

Julia  A.  Chase,   G 


Boys,  5;  Girls,  7— Total,  12. 

The  above  named  pupils  have  been  under  instruction  foi 
periods  varying  from  one  to  seven  years,  as  shown  by  the 
figures  following  the  names. 
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STUDIES. 

The  studies  of  this  class  for  the  year  have  been: 

1.  History.  Goodrich's  Pictorial  History  of  the  World:  81  ' 
lessons,  from  the  introduction  to  the  progress  of  the  decline  of 
Kome,  have  been  gone  over  and  reviewed.  Each  has  been 
required  to  recite,  in  the  sign  language,  any  paragraph  of  the 
lesson  studied  the  night  before,  to  see  if  the  right  idea  was 
expressed,  and  to  give  a  synopsis  of  the  lesson  in  writing  in  his 
own  language.  In  this  exercise  it  has  been  an  important  aim 
to  throw  them  upon  their  own  resources.  Words  and  phrases 
new  to  them  have  been  given  them  to  construct  sentences  upon. 

2.  Arithmetic.  The  text-book  used  has  been  Davies'  Univer- 
sity Arithmetic.  The  class  has  proceeded  as  far  as  the  140th 
page. 

3.  The  Bible.  Knox's  primary  year  of  the  graduated  Sun- 
day School  text-books  has  been  finished  and  reviewed,  and  29 
lessons  in  the  second  year  studied  and  reviewed. 

4.  Natural  Philosophy.  Parker's  First  Lessons  has  been 
used  as  the  text-book;  15  lessons,  embracing  matter,  essential 
properties  of  matter,  qualities  which  distinguish  different  kinds 
of  matter,  attraction  of  matter,  motion  and  velocity,  compound 
motion,  motions  resulting  from  two  forces,  momentum,  centre 
of  gravity,  the  lever,  the  pulley,  the  wheel  and  axle,  the  inclined 
plane,  the  wedge  and  the  screw,  friction,  hydrostatics,  and  the 
pressure  of  fluids,  have  been  committed  to  memory,  and 
recitations  required  by  signs  and  in  writing. 

5.  Compositions.  The  class  has  been  required  to  write  com- 
positions once  a  week  on  subjects  given  them,  or  on  those  of 
their  own  selection;  also,  to  write  letters  to  their  parents  onoe 
a  month. 

6.  English  Synonyms.  Graham's  Synonyms  has  been  made 
use  of  as  a  guide.  The  exercise  has  been  found  of  much 
benefit,  as  it  helps  the  pupils  to  obtain  an  accurate  use  of 
language. 

7.  Grammar.    The  principles  of  grammar  and  the  rules  of 


FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB,  AND  THE  BLIND. 


55 


grammatical  construction  are  explained  by  signs,  and  illustrated 
in  the  construction  of  sentences.  The  class  has  paid  much 
attention  to  the  Infinitive  Mode. 

8.  Biography.  Sketches  of  distinguished  persons,  both  in 
profane  and  sacred  history-. 

DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

STUDIES. 

1.  Robinson's  Rudiments  of  written  Arithmetic. 


Miss  Agatha  Kalmbach,   2  years. 

"    Mary  Auton,   3  " 

"    Libbie  Sweetland,   4  " 

«   Ellen  Cutler,   4  " 

"   Laura  Carl,   4  " 

"    Melinda  Murphy,   5  " 

**    Ruth  Sprague,   2  " 

Master  John  P.  Smith,   2  " 

The  above  pupils  have  nearly  completed  fractions. 

2.  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography  completed  by  the  following 
pupils: 

Miss  Mary  Auton,   3  years. 

"   Agatha  Kalmbach,   2  " 

"   Libbie  Sweetland,   4  « 

"   Ellen  Cutler,   4 

Laura  Carl,   4  « 

"    Ruth  Sprague,   2  " 

Master  John  P.  Smith,   2  " 

3.  Robinson's  Mental  Arithmetic  by  the  following  pupils,  as 
far  as  fractions: 

Miss  Laura  Berry,   3  years. 

"    Ann  Griffin,   7  « 

Master  A.  Merrill,   |  n 

N.  Hubbard,   2 

"     A.  Wood,   1  .c 

"     G.  Etherington,   1 
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4.  Robinson's  Progressive  Intellectual  Arithmetic,  by  the  fol- 


lowing pupils,  from  the  beginning  to  page  153: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Jones,   5  years. 

"   Florence  Hunn,   4  " 

"    Amelia  Bradley,   .2  " 

Master  Seth  Knapp,   4  " 

Frank  Knapp,   3  " 

J.  Everhart   4 

5.  Brown's  Grammar  to  Syntax,  by  the  following: 

Miss  L.  Jones,   5  years. 

F.  Hunn,   4  " 

"    A.  Bradley,   2  " 

"    M.  Murphy,    5  " 

Master  J.  Everhart,   4  " 

S.  Knapp,   4  '* 

6.  The  Dictionary  to  the  letter  E: 

Miss  L.  Jones,   5  years. 

"   F.  Hunn,   4  " 

"    M.  Murphy,   5  " 

Master  S.  Knapp,   4  " 

F.  Knapp,   3 

7.  McNally's  Geography,  finished  by  the  following: 

Miss  L.  Jones,   5  years. 

"    F.  Hunn,   4  " 

"    A.  Bradley,   2  " 

«    M.  Murphy,     5 

Master  Frank  Knapp,   3  " 

"      Seth  Knapp,   4  " 

J.  Everhart,   4  " 

8.  Goodrich's  History  of  England,  completed: 

Miss  Florence  Hunn,   4  years. 

Master  S.  Knapp,   4  " 

"      Frank  Knapp,   3  " 


9.  Mitchell's  Primary  Geography,  commenced  and  completed 
to  South  Amenca,  by  the  following  pupils: 
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Miss  Laura  Berry,   3  years. 

"    Ann  Griffin,.   7  " 

Master  A.  Merrill,   |  " 

N.  Hubbard,   2  " 

A.  Wood,   1 

"      George  Etherington,   1  " 


10  Spelling,  in  small  words: 
Miss  A.  Bradley, 
"   L.  Sweetland, 
"    E.  Cutler, 
"    L.  Carl, 
"   R.  Sprague, 
"   M.  Auton, 
'*    A.  Kalmbach, 
"    L.  Berry, 
"    A.  Griffin, 
Master  A.  Wood. 
J.  Smith, 
N.  Hubbard, 
A.  Merrill, 
J.  Everhart, 
"      G.  Etherington. 
The  department  for  the  Blind  was  taught  until  April  1st, 
1868,  by  Mrs.  G.  V.  A.  Brown;  from  that  time,  by  Miss  S.  M. 
Hoagland. 


PROGRAMME  OF  EXERCISES 
At  the  Exhibition  held  in  the  Chapel,  on  Thursday,  June  26,  1868. 

1.  "Troubadour  March" — by  a  Band  of  nine  pieces,  composed  of  the 

Blind  of  both  sexes,  accompanied  by  the  piano. 

2.  Slate  Exercise,  by  Mute  pupils  of  the  first  year. 

3.  Duett — "We  are  going  Home  To-morrow  " — by  Miss  Agatha  Kalmbach 

and  Master  John  P.  Smith. 

4.  "The  Smoker's  Dream " — a  Recitation  in  Signs,  by  Miss  Julia  Chase. 

5.  "The  Gipsy  Chorus" — an  Instrumental  Duett  upon  the  piano,  by  Miss 

Agatha  Kalmbach  and  Master  Seth  Knapp. 
8 
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6.  The  Drum  Telegraph— an  exercise  prepared  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Wm. 

S.  Smith. 

7.  "The  Dairy  Maid" — a  Song,  from  the  Cantata  of  the  Haymakers,  by 

Miss  Florence  Hunn. 

8.  An  Exercise  at  the  Slates,  by  a  class  under  instruction  four  years. 

9.  "The  Country  School  "—conducted  in  Singing,  by  the  Blind. 

10.  "A  Scene  in  a  Dentist's  Office" — a  Recitation  in  Signs,  by  John  M. 

Collard  and  James  St.  John. 

11.  "Red,  WhiteandBlue"— by  theBand. 

12.  Recitation  in  Signs — Extract  from  "As  You  Like  It,"  by  Willie  Thayer. 

13.  Exercises  at  the  Slate,  by  a  class  of  Mutes  under  instruction  six  years. 

14.  "Two  Merry  Girls" — a  Vocal  Duett,  by  Miss  Florence  Hunn  and  Miss 

Ellen  Cutler. 

15.  An  Exercise  in  Articulation,  by  Master  Charles  Harris,  of  Corunna. 

16.  "Let  Us  Gather  Bright  Flowers"— a  Vocal  Chorus. 

17.  "The  Lotus  Planter" — a  Recitation  in  Signs,  by  Miss  Annie  Furgeson. 

18.  "Aping  our  Superiors,  and  the  Consequences" — a  Recitation  in  Signs, 

by  Masters  John  M.  Collard  and  James  Simpson. 

19.  "The  Working  Chorus " — by  a  number  of  Blind  pupils. 

20.  "Maud  Muller" — a  Recitation  in  Signs,  by  Margaret  Conelly. 

21.  "Home,  Sweet  Home"— by  five  Blind  pupils,  upon  as  many  viohns. 

22.  "A  Vacation  Hymn  "—a  Recitation  in  Signs,  by  Misses  Ellen  Buchanan 

and  Ameha  Clough. 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS 

In,  Attendance  since  the  Publication  of  the  Last  Report. 


DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

Allman,  Wm.  L  St.  Joseph  County. 

Alway,  Luna  Van  Buren 

Ansbrow,  John  Genesee 

Andrews,  Frank  F  

Anderson,  Lester  S  Ionia  " 

Aiken,  Charles  M  Saginaw  " 

Buchanan,  Ellen  St.  Joseph  " 

Buchanan,  John   "  " 

Bonney,  Gaylord  P  Lenawee 

Burger,  Sarah  Cornelia  Isabella 

Burger,  Rhoda  A   "  " 

Beasley,  Margaret  Wayne  " 

Buttolph,  Velina  Oakland  « 

Brown,  Thomas  Saginaw  " 

Bisbee,  Clara  Kent  «* 

Bickford,  Sarah  Knapp  Saginaw  " 

Butler,  Marcus  Brown  Oakland  " 

Cranson,  Emma  Washtenaw  " 

Cobb,  Ameha   "  " 

Clough,  Amelia  Shiawassee  " 

Clough,  Laura   "  " 

Crawford,  James  R  Macomb  " 

Cheseboro,  Hiram  Hillsdale  " 

Chase,  Julia   *'  " 

Croy,  Polly  Muskegon  " 

Chapman,  Sarah  Lapeer 
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Harris  Celia  L  Van  Buren  County. 

*HambliD,  Josiali  St.  Clair  " 

Hunter,  Charles  Wesley  Lenawee  * ' 

Halifax,  Joseph  J ackson  " 

Hyland,  Anna  Rebecca  Calhoun  " 

Harris,  Charles  Shiawassee  " 

Hitchcock,  Martha  J  Genesee  " 

Hess,  Wesley  Tuscola  " 

Hildebrandt,  Charles  Macomb 

Hays,  Francis  Marion  Gratiot  " 

Kirk,  Giles  Berrien  " 

Kenny,  Ella  Sanilac  " 

Kellogg,  Charles  N  HHlsdale 

Lane,  Ella  Monroe  " 

Lowry,  Mary  Saginaw  " 

Lambert,  Emma  Tuscola  '* 

Loranger,  Martha  J  Monroe  " 

Loranger,  Frank  Wayne  " 

Lewis,  John  K  Tuscola  " 

Miller,  Harriet  Monroe  " 

Miller,  Lewis  Barry  " 

Mead,  John  B  Genesee  " 

Mead,  Charles  Myron  Wayne  " 

Mun-ay,  Levi  Calhoun  " 

McNeill,  WilHam  Bay 

McNeil],  Ann   "  " 

McNeill,  Mary   "  " 

McCave,  Deborah  A  Ingham  " 

McDonough,  James  Livingston  " 

Marshall,  Charles  Barry  " 

Nowlen,  Susan  Wayne  " 

Northrop,  Wm.  Elliott  Oakland 

Norris,  George  Herbert   Tuscola  " 

Overshire,  Albertus  Eaton  " 

Pfeifer,  Theresa  Ionia  " 

Palmer,  Mary  J  Kent  " 


62 


BIENNIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ASYLUM 


Phelps,  Mary  Genesee  County. 

Pixley  Isora  Branch  " 

Phanburn,  Ida  Genesee  " 

Pierson,  John  Jackson  *' 

Penn,  Clarissa  Shiawassee 

Parr,  Lucy  Gratiot 

Pitcher,  Almira  V  Van  Buren  " 

Richards,  Alvin  Kent  " 

Rooks,  Charles  Branch  " 

Rees,  Augustus  Ottawa  " 

Rector,  David  S  Berrien  " 

Reasner,  Richard  Oakland  " 

Richardson,  Jessie  C  Saginaw  " 

Ranspach,  William  Wayne  " 

Rose,  AUie  May  Saginaw  " 

Simpson,  Delos  Livingston  " 

Simpson,  James   "  *' 

Snook,  Horace  A  Barry  " 

Sharpsteen,  Milo  Kalamazoo  " 

Storms,  George  Washtenaw  " 

Simmons,  Celestia  Monroe  " 

Sanford,  Clarence  Genesee  " 

Sherman,  Rush  Barry  " 

Spencer,  Adaline  Eaton  " 

Sickels,  Lewis  Lapeer  " 

Smith,  Eva  Eudora  Oakland  " 

Smith,  Hannah  Jane   "  " 

St.  John,  James  Barry  " 

Sullivan,  Joanna  Oakland  " 

Satterlee,  Gleni  Fremont  St.  Joseph  " 

Teller,  John  D  Oakland 

Thomas,  AdeHa  R  Kent 

Thomas,  Mary  E  Genesee  " 

Thomas,  Eber  

*Thomas,  Josephine  Van  Buren 


•Deceased. 
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Thayer,  William  A  Branch  County. 

Van  Damme,  Edward  Wayne  " 

Van  Every,  Edward  Lee                               '*  " 

Wright,  Remus  Macomb  " 

Weinberg,  Polly  A  St.  Joseph  " 

Wilber,  Halsey  J  Genesee  " 

Wilcox,  Marsella                                         "  " 

Walter,  Harriet  M  Oakland 

Williams,  Edgar  Genesee  " 

Windiate,  Alex.  M  Oakland 

Whise,  Mary  C  Wayne  " 

Zimmerman,  Harrison  L  Genesee  " 

The  whole  number  of  Deaf  and  Dumb,  that  have  been  in 
attendance  since  the  publication  of  the  last  report,  is  one 
hundred  and  forty-five. 

BLIND. 

Auton,  Mary  Van  Buren  County. 

Bradley,  Amelia  Hillsdale 

Briggs,  Beatta  Wayne 

Berry,  Laura  Ionia 

Cook,  Benjamin  Oakland 

Cutler,  Ellen  Tuscola 

Carl,  Laura  Genesee 

Conely,  James  Jackson 

Everhart,  Jacob  Erie 

Etherington,  George  Kalamazoo 

Friar,  Mai-y  Ann  Wayne 

Griffin,  Ann   " 

Hunn,  Florence  Jackson 

Hubbard,  Norris  Amplius  Saginaw 

Hill,  Joseph  Kent 

Jones,  Elizabeth  Cass 

Knapp,  Seth  Roe  Genesee 

Knapp,  Frank   " 

Kalmbach,  Agatha  Washtenaw 
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Luhlan,  Gaius  W  Montcalm  County. 

Merrill,  Adolphus  Isabella 

Murphy,  Melinda  Kalamzoo 

McClumplia,  William  Wayne 

McClumplia,  Sarah  E.   " 

Poor,  Evan  J  Calhoun 

Reed,  Mary  Ann  Washtenaw 

Rasin,  Oscar  Genesee 

Sweetland,  Ehzabeth  Kalamazoo 

St.  Lawrence,  Henry  Wayne 

Smith,  Mary  Louisa   " 

Smith,  John  P  Ionia 

Sheppard,  James  H  Wayne 

Sprague  Ruth  Eaton 

Snyder,  Katie  Calhoun 

Topler,  Phebe  '.  Jackson 

Wood,  Alphonso  Gratiot 

The  whole  number  of  Blind  that  have  been  in  attendance 
since  the  pubhcatioii  of  the  last  report  is  thirty-six,  and  the 
whole  number  of  pupils  of  both  classes,  is  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one. 
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